MEETING: 240 VICTORIA PARADE, EAST MELBOURNE,

ESENT: MINISTER CONSERVATION FORESTS & LANDS - JOAN KIRNER,
PRESIDENT M.C,A.V. JIM COMMINS; EXRCUTIVE OFFICER M.C.A.V.
GRABME STONEY; & SUE SILVERS,

DATE: 12 MARCH, 1986.

The Minister opened the scussion by stating that in respect

of the éi%éﬁ% Hational s had received confused
t

i Bi
mesgages about the bottom line the lemsn would take, She

e
thought that someone called Pnll Macgulre had spoken to Geoff
HMoseley, or Hoseley had rung Macguire after the Nunawading By-

x

election and said "You can have grazing, if we have the NHational
Park"., Mr. Sesmsdns explal

had taken place between o] Ge
Moseley and ancother menmber of the Australian Conservation
Foundation. It was in the nature of extending the nand of frien
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The Minister stated
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cake 50 years to come about, but

Park was inevitable

Se
it will eventually happen. 8She stated that she would like to
see it through now, however she was not prepared to put the

Bill forwaxd only to have it knocked out, and at the same time
she did not think it to the Mountain Cattlemens benefit tc stage
campalgn after campaign,

Jim Commins replied that the Australian Conservation Poundation
had forced the M.C.A,V, to take part in the By-election, as

it, {(the A,C.F.} was campaigning in suppoxrt of the Democrats

who put consexvation as Ho. 1 and wers supporting the Government
in introducing the Bill. The M.C.A.V, was on a collision course
with the Government as the M.C.A.V. <could not agree to the
proposal. Mr. Commins sald that the A,C.F. had involved the
MsCoA.V, and that the Cattlemen had to go in as hard as they
could, The M.C.A.V. had a lot of help, some of it coming from

Government supporters.
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Mrs. Zirner said that she did not want the Bill "knocked off",

and that she was unclear whether the M.C.A.V.'s opposition was

to a Hational Park per se, or a National Park with grazing phased

out, or whether it was the areas of land the Government had

added to the Bill, which she pointed cout that the Liberal
varnment had decided, Mrs., Kirner stated that she would like

to hear where the M.C,A.V. was at the moment on the issue.

Mr, Stoneyv said that it should be stated most strongly that

¥
the M.C.2.V. stand was not only on Alpine grazing, It

concerned aboubt bringing management under the Hational Parks
raegulations to such & large avea. He said he believed it would
be the wrong management forx such a layvge area - doubling the

=

size of the Park -~ someone had to say that the management was

Mr. Commins said that the M,C.A.V, was opposed to such a huge

Graeme Stoney told the Minister that a recent meeting of the
Cattlemen raeaffirmed their opposition to the i&r%@ Park, and

they would like the HMinister to realise that the issue is a
1ot bigger than just self-interest,

i
He stated that if the Parxk, as indicated, was declazed, the
grazing licences will be under sexious threat, He stated that

3

the conservatlion movement wanted the Meountailn Cattlemen out,

23

Jim Commins saild that they had taken a stand
been reqguired to give up grazing in ar

agreed to that., He said that it
%,

Land Conservation Council recommendat
adopted that significant further areas were to go.
Mrs, Kirner reminded Mr, Commins that only scme of the

Lt

rvecommendations were adopted.
Mr, Commgins saild that Mr. Sam Dimmick had written to the H.C.A.V.
and stated that it was not because of any &

the nne

enviror i
to the idess of a Hational Park. 8Since then the L.C.0.

a
nt, but simply because grazing did not conform
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recommended an extra ares be crossed off, and they i@%%@ﬁ at
the new recommendations, and yet not one could point to damage
£rom grazing, they had been given wrong information., It is
still wrong to withdraw grazing, and they should go and have

a good look.

Graeme Stoney asked Mrs. Kirner whether anyone in the Department
had considered what the M.C.A.V. has been saying over the past
12 months or so - the reasgsons for not having a Park of such

size.

HMra, Hirner said

lot of people, not
National Park contiguous

the decision of the

14
g
e
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manage the are:
was a possibility

he wall it -~ "a Clay

Governnents talk about
the Alps, some for Parks, some not, Hrs, Kirner saild that hex

H
Government, and the wider community i Jictoria is committed
to the realisation of that vision (of a contiguous Alpine Park}.
She said she would talk about the boundaries. The two aresas
for discussion were - 1. The management of the area, and Z.

Hational Park boundaries.

Mr, Commins said that the M.C.A.V. would consider anything the
Minister had to say, but he felt that there is a contiguous

Park now with the ?i@%&?i&@' i? 8p.) Alpine Pa

Mrs, Rirner said that it is as imporxtant in that heritage, as
the other issues are in the M.C.A,V, heritage.
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