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11th July, 1983.

Moo Jam Commans,

Prescdent, | |
Mountain Cattlemens' AssocLaltion of Vactorda,

ENSAY . 3895.

Dear Mrn. Commans,

Thank you for your Letter of 30th June, 1983, requesting that
a fetten be wiitten to the Land Conservation Council, and
now enclose copy of Lettern fowarded to that body, copies
of which have been forwarded o Mr. Rod MacKenzie and Mr.

Evan Walker.

Vours gacthyully,
GIPPSLAND & NORTHERN COMPANY LIMITED.

K.R. COCHRANE,
HEAD AUCTTONEER.
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The Secrelary, .
Land Conservation Councsl,

464 St. Kilda Road,
ME LBOURNE. - 3004.

Dearn S, _

I take this opportunily of making a few points with regard Lo the
pressure being placed on the Govermment to ban the grazing of catile
in the Victordian hagh country.

The practice o4 summer grazing of cattle 4in mountain bush country,
and also in some Lower country, has been operating gor at Least
a century and a half, and does not appear to have had any
detrimental effect on the environment 4n Lthese areas.

At present cattle grazing 45 carrded out under stnicl Government
contrnol as well as selg imposed and self administered control by
the graziers, who as experienced conservationists, are aware that
indiserniminate grazing and damage to the bush would Ln the Long
term affect the grazing value and general environment in Lhe area.

My Long experdience 4in the industry Leads me Lo believe that in mosZ
cases, only horses and dogs are used by graziers to deploy and
muster cattle, whilst wheeled vehicles are wsed sparingly, 44§ al
all in these operations. These animals, by their nature, do nol
damage the bushland.

The areas used are fealously managed by the graziers, who spend md.ny
hours tending the bushlfand, no doubt sometimes with the aid of

controlled §ire, to ensure that natural herbage and Timber confinue
to thrave.

Recent severe bushfires in the eastern areas of the State proved
that the bush areas cared 4or by neighbouring garmerns and managed
during spring months, came through the fires akmosit undamaged,
whilst the bush protected by Government instrumentalilies was
severly burnt out. This Lack of damage was also noticeable Ln bush

areas which had been "accddentally" Lightly burned during winter
and Aspring. "

, Yoyrs palthqully,
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