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Democrat hits back over
alpine park protests

Tasmanian Senator Norm Sand-
ers told a rally of conservationists
al the Yarra Bridge in Warran-
dyte vesterday that the election of
a Democrat in Nunawading was
essential to epsure a strong voice
for canservation in the Victoria
nParliament.

Senator Sanders said the Demo-
crats supported the establishment
of a continuous alpine park from
Victoria to New South Wales and
opposed Ihe granting of licences
for woodchipping native forests,

“The Alpine National Park Bill
is the most important environ-
mental legislation since the
Franklin River was saved and will
ensure the preservation of our
spectacular High country,” Sena-
tor Sanders said.

Democrat candidate Mr
Michael Nardella said the na-
tional park would boost the tour-
ism industry and assist small
business in the area.

He also described the Mountain
Cattlemen's Association’s con-
cerns that the park would reduce
their grazing land as unfounded.

“The cattlemen have fought a
romantic, unrealistic campaign in
opposing the park, which will only

reduce their grazing land by five
per cent over 10 vears," Mr Nar-
della said,

The Minister for Conservation,
Forests and Lands, Ms Kirner,
also came out against the catile-
men yesterday, describing their
support of the Liberal Party in the
Nunawading by-election as 100
per cent political™.

Ms Kirner said it was rumored
that the state Opposition had
promised the cattlemen restored
grazing rights, denied to them un-
der the Hamer Government, and
called for the Opposition Leader,
Mr Kennetl, to “come clean".

Meanwhile, the Premier, Mr
Cain, dismissed a demonstration
of anti-abortionists oufside the of-
fice of the Labor candidate for
Nunawading Province, Mr Bob
Ives, yesterday, as “just another
example of pressure groups coms-
ing out of the woodwork al elec-
tion time".

Mr Cain was in Box Hill organis-
ing 15 cabinel ministers to door-
knock in the election area when
he was confronted by demonstra-
tors waving anti-abortion
placards.

Mr Ives said: “"The ALP policy

is clear, abortion is obviously a
reprehensible method of birth
control, but it is an issue which
must be left up to the individual
woman."

Murphy case in
High Court

The full High Court of six judges
sits in judgment today on the sev-
enth member of the bench, Mr
Justice Murphy.

The court, sitting in Canberra,
will hear his constitutional chal
lenge o the validity of the char,
of which he was found guilty.

The Commonwealth will ap:
in the High Court to defen
validity of its Crimes Act,
which he was charged.
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