Good result for Libs

The result of the Nunawading Province by-election was an amazing about face
for the Liberal Party despite all the talk of it being a normal by-election swing
away from the Government.

Liberal Candidate,
Rosemary Varly, cam-
painged intelligently
throughout the lead up
to last Saturday’s poll
and has reaped the
benefits, winming nearly
49 per cent of the vote.

Labor Candidate,
Bob lIves, was undes-
tandably disappointed
by the loss and despite
his hopes of putting up
a good showing he was
realistic enough to
realise that the mood in
the electorate did not
auger well for his
chances.

But Labor was not the
biggest loser in the elec-
tion — that distinction
must go to the Austra-
lian Democrats who
concentrated too much
on their support of the
Australian Conserva-
tion Foundation, and
perhaps did not cam-
paign as strongly as they
could have in favour of
small business

The support shown
for the Mountain Cat-
tlemen in their fight
with conservationists
over the proposed
extensions to the
Alpine National Parks
network must have had
a bearing on the Demo-
crats poor showing.

But Baob lves was also
a victim of the cattle-
men. At his party on
Saturday evening many
supporters spoke of the
‘devastating” impact
their romantic image
had on Labor's chances,

Despite his disap-
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pointment Mr Ives was
a good loser. It had been
a hard, long campaign
and weariness mingled
with the disappoint-
ment that was evident
in his face.

Bul he continued to
smile and remained
philosophical about the
defeat.

He told journalists
that the ALP felt it had
done all it could to win,
but that in the end the
votes just weren't there,

In contrast to Mr Ives
opinion the winner,
Rosemary Varty, said
the emergence of
groups like the cattle-
men and small busi-
nessmen had shown
that people were
becoming tired of hav-
ing unwanted legilsa-
tion forced on them by a
Government which paid
100 much~alenhon 1o
the demands of radical
minority groups.

Two of the smaller
parties to contest the
election can be reasona-
bly satisfied with their
performance.

The Call to Australia
Party and the Nuclear
Disarmament Party had
a combined vote of
nearly five per cent and
are fast creeping up on
the Australian Demo-
crats.

Call 1o Australia
finished with 2.62 per
cent of the vote
followed by the NDP
with 2.5 per cent.

Distribution now
61,507

THE POST now has the largest distribution
of any community newspaper circulating
within the cities of Croydon, Ringwood,
Nunawading and Box Hill.

The addition of its sister publication with
20,000 distributed in the Shires of Lillydale,
Upper Yarra, Healesville and Sherbrooke
makes this locally-owned community news-
paper NUMBER ONE in the outer eastern
suburban area.

HELP US KEEP IT LOCAL — Send your
club notes, association’s views and church
happenings to The Editor, P.O. Box 566,
Lilydale, 3140,

ADVERTISERS BENEFIT TOO! POST

niewspapers are professionally produced and

distributed. Local news content, thought-
provoking articles and features ensure more
readers and betier results for advertisers.

As well, POST editorial is on the side of
FREE ENTERPRISE — your side.

For concepts and promofions that get
results, give me a ring now!

Graham Colling
Managing Director
Post Publishing Pty Ltd

CROYDON-RINGWOOD POST &
NUNAWADING-DONCASTER POST




by Phil Maguire
Guess who came to Ringwood Market last
Friday afternoon? That's right — The Man
From Snowy River himself.

Well, it was the next best thing. Tom Bur-
linson who played ‘The Man’ in the movie
turned up riding on *‘Denny’ the hardy moun-
tain pony he rode down the mountainside in
the film’s final sequence.

And guess who turned up to meet Tom and
Denny? None other than the Premier, Mr
Cain.

Mr Cain was in Ringwood to do some last
minute politicking, but Tom Burlinson had
turned up to talk on behalf of the Mountain
Cattlemen.

Don't tell me that they've conned you as
well?" the premier said, referring to the cat-
tlemen.

**No, | haven't been conned,’” said Tom.

The quietly spoken Burlinson had decided
to take a break from preparations for his new
movie to fly to Melbourne and speak on
behalf of the Mountain Cattlemen.

He made many friends among them during
the filming of the movie, and is the God-
father of Charlie and Glenda Lovick's son,
Craig.

While at the market Tom wielded the
stockwhip a few times and showed he had
lost none of his old skill.

“Charlie taught me to ride and to crack the
whip. And what Charlie teaches you don’t
forget,” he said.

BOOKKEEPER

A person 25-40 years required to
assist our Accountant at our

Lilydale Office, The successful
applicant will be responsible for
Debtor — Creditors — Payroll,
Budget Control and General
Ledger to Trial Balance stage.
Experience in Computerized
accounts programmes. Please
apply in writing stating qualifica-
tions and experience, with
references 1o:

Bookkeeper, P.O. Box 58,
Lilydale
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A report to Nu

-, .

nawading Council has recommended that fuel reduc-
tion burning be carried out on a 10 year rotational basis throughout

the city's bushland areas.

The report was made
by the Chief Fire Officer
of the Department of
Conservation, Forests
and Lands, Mr A
Hodgson.

Mr Hodgson carried
oul an inspection of the
reserves earlier this year
with Nunawading's
Director of Parks and
Recreation, Mr John
Brandenburg.

The report says that
in order to maintain a
diversity of vegetation
within parks including
Yarran Dheran,
Antonio Park, Wan-
dinong and Blackburn
Lake about 10 per cent
of their areas be sub-
jected to low intensity
fuel burning annually.

Mr Hodgson said that
to reduce fuel levels
over significant areas
for fire protection ser-
vices would reduce their
value as habitats for
native fauna, however
the long term absence
of fire would also disad-
vanlage wildlife.

*A good example ol
the relationship bet-
ween fire and fauna

| exists in the Blackburn

Lake Sanctuary where a
colony of sugar gliders
has been established.
Research has demon-
strated that exudates
rom acacias provide an
important food source

- for this mammal but

acacias are dependent
on fire for adequate
regeneration,”” he said.
, **Consequently, it
may be necessary to
burn parts of the park in
the future to provide a
continuing supply of

| acacias for the sugar

gliders.™

Mr Hodgson said that
in other reserves it may
be necessary to burn
sections 10 ensure the
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regeneration of under-
story species ol plants.

The report disagreed
wilh a proposal 1o clear
a 10 feer wide firebreak
between Trove Park
and adjoining proper-
lies.

“Such o lirebreak
would necessitale clear-
ing 25 per cent ol the
total area of the reserve,
and that would be unac-
ceptable,” he said.

“Hawever, if the lan-
downers adjoining the
easlern side are pre-
pared 1o accept uny risk
of fire with no break on
their boundaries they
shqyld be allowed 10 do

" REGULATIONS

Post last week
checked the regulations
that bind the council in
regard to fire preven-
tion and under the
Country Fire Authority
Act No, 6228 the coun-
cil is to “take all practi-
cal steps’™, to prevent
fires.

The report stated that
fire is a good manage-
ment tool W improve
bushland by reducing
the mass of litter gener-
ated by non native
grasses Kkills seed in
annual girasses and
stimulates the germina-
tion of some native
species.

But it noted that there
were several practical
difficulties 1o consider
when planning a control
burn,

These were:
® Neighbours who
don’t mind lighting
their incinerators but

who may object to,

smoke from a control
burn

® There are only a few
days in the year when
conditions are suitable.

N

® The decisions and
skills necessary require
experienced employees.

® There is a difference
of opinion as to whether
sSpring or autumn con-
trolled burns are more
beneficial for bushiand
areas.

& As control burning
can occur outside nor-
mal working hours,
there is additional
linancial cost.

The main recommen-
dations of the report are
as follows:

1. That council continue
its program of providing
und managing parks
with a bushland
character as these areas
provide a recreational
and environmental
experience for the com-
munity often not found
in other parks, and also
thal they provide a
wildlife habitat of high
scenic and educational
value.

2. That the annual
inspection undertaken
with officers of-the
Metropolitan Fire Bri-
gades Board continue
and the works necessary
be undertaken prior to
the summer season.
Should the requirement
of the Metropolitan Fire'
Brigade be considered
unnecessarily harsh,
the Director of Parks
and Recreation report
1o council so that the
extent of works can be
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