
Mountain men 
come to town 

IN cowboy movles wbea tbe 
bad 1'1119 rode lato tow• wltll 
runs blulaf, ..__ fellll, more 
oftea than not, lockecl tbelr 
doon and bld. 

But la.st Frtday, when about 200 
mounted horsemen and wo~n 
rode lnto Rtncwood. tlie locals 
waved. cbeered and called out Ule1r 
support. 

Tbe ridtrs were In town to 1\11>' 
port the Llberal Party at neat 
BaturdaJ's Nunawadlne elecUon. 
Tbey beUeve an ALP-controlled 
Upper House wlll enaure more 
alplne natlonal parka wlth re
strlcted acce'5 ror cattle iirazcra. 

or course, the r1del'$. complete 
wtth police esc:ort. hadn't. come to 
shoot up the town or rlde 
rough.shod over t.helr opponent.s. 
whJch probably explalned the 
warm receptlon trom t.h• 
t<llvnspeople. 

Howevcr. they dld have some 
Oghtlng wortb ror comcrvatlonlst.s 
who bppose thcm and are support-
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1DS tbe AustraUan Democ:ml ú 
the electlon. 

A sroup or AustraJJaa Coaltrfa
Uon Foulldatlon memben. draRCl 
u natlve anlmala, actuall7 met tbe 
processlon face to l'ace OD a ICzee\ 
c:omtt but lt WIS 8 mlaor sbow
down lad the r1ders swept OD 
throuch EuUa.nd shopplnc centre. 

Tbey completed a c:lmdt.olR.lng· 
wood lhen rode out to BuUleld 
Park In Croydon ror a raUy and 
barbecue. 

As the cracka gatbered to t.be 
l'ray, presldent, Mr Jlm Commlas, 
got up to speak. He sald t.he Moun
t.aln CatUemen·s AssOclatlon wu 
not nonnall,y a poUtlcal organisa· 
tlon. 

"But on thb occaslon we are," he 
said. 

"We are lei\ wlth no altematlve 
but to ask lhu people or Nunawad-

m,!°:.•..=: fraR1· u "
~ wlD c:mllal =:;;·= 
-u'ft."r~ tbe ~ ol 

all ~ wlD be c:urtaDed „ 
- bdgn. Tbe Democ:nU wan& to llick QWe Olá ol tbe aaUoaal 
J;Jerb 111111 we ue Dlll plllle to &alle 
Uiat l1tns down.. 

Tbe aasoclatloa'• publlclt7 
ollcer, Mr Onieme StoaeJ', bad 
some atroac worda ror coa· 
aervauam..ts. 

Tlie)' were "ll'f1111 la cuc:koo 
land.. be sald. 

"You saw tliem down t.here <Rln&· 
wood). TbeJ tblnlt tlmber comu 
trom tlmber )'IU'ds. 

"But aeriousl)', tbey are Hertlaa 
a tremendou.s, undue lntlue~e on 
the cornmunlty. They are a amall, 
&elftsh, mlaerable band o! people 
plottlng to change the race or Auat
ralla and Au.strallan her1tage. 

"They want. legl.slatlon passcd In 
the spring and tbat wW be Ju.st the 
start.. Atl.er that thcy wlll start 

~ tbe ICl'e'W Ucbter and 
Ush&er. 
'l'be~...,..,..tbe 

catUmma CIUl to a.ataekl ha bat 
tbe two poulJS ..,. • rapeQ
able d1Maca a- _.. oaier. 

Tbe AlllVaUan ComernUoa 
FoundaUoa ~D Mr Jtocltr' 
Smlth. l8ld tbe caWeama'• cam
Jl9Jcn OD bebalf ot Ule Uberal Party 
wu mouvated bJ ldf·laterelt. 

"Tbe da7S of BalllO PaUamn are 
CWtr •• be sald. 

·catUe are OUlnc OD ellJ)CDllYe 
oul>Uc laDcl aad dam8&lac a nat
lonal auet at ~rs' eapease. 

"By opposlng tbe natsoaal parks, 
the catt.IA!men art al.temptlng to 
protect thetr own greec1.y lateresta 
ahead or everyone elae In Vlctoria. 

"The Alps should be treated aa an 
lrreplncablc natlonal uset, notJust 
a back paddock." 

Mr Snúth 1181d cattle gnu1ng 
damnged hJghJy sensltlve mossbed 
communltles. polluted drlnltlng 
waler and caull(.'<i soli eroslon. 

Police 
slam 
cadet 
'juggle' 
claim 
ly UIAN WALSH 

TBB Police and Emerc· 
eacy Serirlcea Deput
mea& llu reacted uptly 
to clalms by Glea Wanr
ley HLA Enaea& a..1 
Smida Ula& recat pellce 
recnl'-8& ~ lilad 
llleeD "jiiinllecL 

Mr 8mltb sakl Ulat t3 oltbe 
5t cadeW - compleUna 
tbetr 18-Wftk cam. at tbe 
Olea Waverley police 

:=ie.-=.-=:.:: „tbe_l„aouta•k=-e com.menced &btlr 
&ialnlaC. 

De sald tbe t3 recru1ta -
SWOl'D ta OD Juae 28. wblle 
tbeJ were IUll ctt1llanl. Ulfte 
dQS befllre tbe .Juq 1 coune 
commtaeed. 

"Tbls ••• aot oaly 
dlabcwwst, lt ... meaDl to 
decdft tbe pubUc,. Mr Roa 
8mltb sald. 

'"I'be m1nd boales at wbat 
eould have bappeaed i.cs one 
or tbe recn111a. wW> an Uie 
powers ot a poUce cooat8blit, 
suddenb' dedded to act lrra· 
tlonally and atart a wUd epree 
or l1lepUJ arraUnc peopte 
and generally actlng 
lrreaponslbly. 

"I am aure t.hJs was not 
llkely to have happened but 
wby dld tbe Government 
order tMae cadeta to be 
swom In? 

"I caa only conclude tbat lt 
wu done to bolster tbe pollee 

~:. ·~ andJuafe 
A spokesman ror tbt 

Department or Police and 
Emergeacy Servlces ald tbe 
clec1slOo --made by Ult 
~~.=aadwu•a matter. 

"Ml Smttb should be -
daaaed lor IM cbeckSm 1111 
r.cea befllre 11e 1110oCa oa 1111 
moutb. • tbe spok-a ukl 

A police lllM •n sald 
t1iat a police oa1ce1a -
swanataoa.Jm.•to
_._ u.tr tralalmc. 

1'bls - doae to -tbM tbe police ~ 
acbJevecl lls aulborlsed 
sUmclb oft'IOO lor tbe ~ ::r.:l11M-15.. tbe spou. 

-rbls .... deetaJoa bJ Che 
pollce depertmmt. and "°' 
tbe Oowenunmt. aad wu 
normal pracUce for tbla Ume or year. • 

Tbe spoknman dilputed 
Mr Smlth's auggeatton tbat 
m:rlllts could abuae tbelr 
power and act lnesponslbly. 
·n has alwaya been police 

poUcy to swear In police re
crults on tbe nrst day or thelr 
tra1Dlng. whlch waa done on 
thls occaslon." he .atd. 

''TIM!re have been no prob· 
lems '11.'lth thls p~ure In 
the past. • 


