SMALL BUSINESS
SLAMS GOVT.

ASBA PROTEST RALLY PACKS THEM IN

Concerned representatives from a wide spectrum of business groups packed the Ringwood

Civie Centre last Thursday to protest about a range of issues related to next Saturday's
Nunawading Province by-election.

The meeting, con-
vened by the Australinn
Small Business Associ-
ution (ASBA), wus
addressed by speakers
from the Mountain Cat-
temen's Association,
the insurance industry,
sub-contractor’s
groups, rural business-
men, manufacturers
and the Sawmillers As-
sOCHnon

® Peter Boyle

The standing-room
oniy audience
applauded the Federal
President of ASBA, Mr
Peter Boyle, when he
culled for more co-
operation belween
small busingss groups
1o inlluence the out-
me of ctions such

here because politiciins
only listen at election
time. This is the time to
extruct promises [rom
them and to ensure that
they stick to hem,” he
sand

Opposition {eader,
Jelf Kennett, atiended
the rally as did repre-
sentatives from the
National Party and the
Australian Democrals
as well as other Liberal
Party politicians. The
Liberal Candiduie,
Rosemary Varly was
wmang the audience

The Premier, Mr
John Cain, was invited
to attend and address
! . but declined
on Lhe grounds that he
wus only interested in
conferring with long es-
tublished business asso -
clintions,

In his speech, Mr
Kenneit eriticised the
Premier's failure to
attend. “*Peliticians
have u responsibility to
listen to people. By boy-
colling this meeting. Mr
Cain has demonstrated
that he simply does not
care” Mr Kenneit said

The rally was
addressed by eight
speakers from different
industry groups, with
each speaker putting
forward a resolution
which focused on their

particular concern. All
but one of the eight
motions was passed
unanimously by the five
hundred sirong
sudience

Mr Bovle described
the size of the turnout
s “‘encouraging’’. He
said that despite the bad
weither, the audience
size and the reaction of
people 1o the resolu-
tions passed, indicated
the depth of people’s
feelings on the matter
being distussed

In his address, Mr
Boylesaid that small
busingss had run aut of
paleace

"It is nol by choice
thit we are anerv .l s
now obvious thal we
must become militant
like the unions and
other interest groups if
we are o altract the

wttention ol govern-
ment.”

® Graham Story

"The farmers and the
mountain L'd”ll.'l“l.':l
have shown up the way
Like small business
peaple, they have
become aroused by
government
indifference to their
plight,” he said

**The unions have
shown us the power of
organized activity, They
could stop Austrabis
dead in its tracks, Bul so
could small business if
they so choose, but we
have been mofe respon-
sible. Governments
must remember that
fuct.””

“*Small business
wanls governmenls (o
get ofT its back. We wanl
to get on with the job of
running viable and ¢ffi-
cienl business, employ-
ing sl and satisfying
our customers.”

The resolutions
passed by the two hour
mecting were:

* That governments
prevent unions [rom
harassing thousands ol
small businesses

That the government
should protect the
rights of sub-contrac-
lors, sell-employed peo-

ple and other small bus-
inessmen

Thiat the impediments
lo preventing the
unemployed from get-
ting jobs in the private
sector be removed
That the government
should not proceed with
its Alpine Park legis-
lation which, if passed,
would seriously under-
mine the cattle and tim-
ber industries in the
high country

® That the Actidemt
Compensation Act be
amended (o reduce the
burden on small busi-
ness gnd the adminis-
trstion of the scheme be

returned 1o lree
enlerprise

® That the siaie

gislate o

gulite the award

SYStem us A posi-
tive way of
lnbour costs
und that

® That the saw-milling
indusiry be protected by
not allowing the with

reducing

drawal of further pro-
ductive timber
resources from the
industry

In moving the [irst
resolution — ugainst
union  harassement of
small business — one of
the Directors of Dollar
Sweets, Fred Stauder,
spoke emotionally
abouthis own personal
experignce. with union

problems. His [irm,
Dollar Sweets, which
makes confectinary is

under sicge from mili-
lanl unionists demand-
ing 4 shorter working
week.

® Fred Stauder

Mr Stauder
wasenthusiastically
applauded when he said
that many small busi-
ness proprielors make a
lot of sacrifices 1o stay in
business.

“My family has been
involved in making con-
fectionary for over 100
years. 1t isn’l easy being
in small business. You
lose & lot of recreation
time that other people
take for granted. You

have 1o give up a lot and
50 too does your-
lamily,"" he said

Rural businessmen,
Charlie Burrows,
moved the motion
that governmenis
should immediately
removie gl impediments
to employment.””

® Charlie Burrows
Mr Burrows said thal
business was being bur
dened with costs and
with red tipe created by
n government Lhal
keeps changing the
rules as regirds the
operations of busi-
nesses

“You have well paid
public servanis sitting in
comiforuble offices with
atriums, and paims sur-
rounding them, dream-
ing up new. ways of
Irusirating business
with. rules and regula-
tions.™

“The net effect of
this in the last 15 years
is that unemployment
has increased dra-
mistically, We've paid
out around S18 billion
in unemployment
benefits and we have
nothing to show for it
For that money. 'm
told we could build five
highways right around
Australin,” he sud

Cirseme Stoney ol the
Mountain Cattiemen’s
Association told the
rally that the cattlemen
hatd been lorced into
taking direct political

draw 4
from the

uction 1o

response

government
He said that the crea-

ton of the proposed

® Graham Stoney

-_—N i < f:

new Natipaal Alpine
Park would mjure the
livelihood of a lot of cat
llemen

“If we bhad taken
direct action five years
igo, we wouldn't be in
the mess that we ure in
loday.™

**That 15 where | see g
greal similianity bet-
ween the mountain cat-
temen and the small
business man. We both
huve had problems over

conservatonises hl’\\l i-
ing for our removal.™
he said

“The small business-
mun hos had a gun at
his head held by selfish
people wanting more
money, less hours, and
not really earing about
how it affected the busi-

ness.”
Liberal Leader,
Kennett told the mily

that the “‘ultimate suc-
cess of this society will

. e
the years with extreme —depend on people doing

demands, The cattle-
men have had extreme

their own thing and get-
ting rewarded for that™
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¢ supporl the
small man. You have
people who are wanting
1o be sub-contractors,
but the government is
supporting compulsory

unlonism of small
employers.”
Gover nis are

laking money Ir e
wealth producers and
Eiving it o those who
don’t produce wealth
Private enterprise has
gol o get together and
advance lis own
interests,” Mr Kennel
sand.
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