i

I"}K.

les up to thelr

own dlrty

- *35
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Or'sTuesday the leera!s com- :

plmned about the Labor Party us-
ing, ‘dirty tricks’ .in.
N wading election campaign.

erday Labor supporters ac- |
@ed them of using:similar tac- -

tics’themselves.
The accusations came from
colintry Laborﬁes who have re-

ceived mass-produced letters..
from the Liberals’ deputy leader,

Mr Tom Austin, urging them to
donate anything from $25 to. $500
to help the Liberals: win the by-
election.

The letters, written in what

could fairly be called-emotive lan-
guage, warn that “‘every facet lgf '.

life is under siege (and) our de
ocratic rights are at threat" unless
Ldbor is déf
tion, to be held on:Saturday week.
But‘they also:

eCould be read as imply’mg that
at the original Nunawading elec-
tion the Labor Party was involved

in such irregularities as ‘“dead .

people’ voting, others voting
twice, and others again being re-
fuséd votes because their names
wese not on the “role” (sic).

e b on to state that it was be-

cause of these :irj larities that
gJupreme Cour bvertur the
% It and’ ordered a
ion.

#im that Mr Cain has tried to. -
~intrdduce not only “savage death
dutiés” but also “wealth taxes”,
and that “extremists in the Labor
Party want to do away with the .

er House". .

of country
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e lefters, sent by Mr Austin to
Victorians,
that the lucky dip which de- -

mh..l # A fo uwchm e o

s : : _

 playing the same ulls, "

ricks, says ‘ Labor,

cided the origlnal Nunawadmg'

‘election ‘‘has cdst enormous

doubt over the fufure of our

: State" -

““With one vote the Cain Go-
vernment was- given a blank.
cheque to do as it pleases with
our lives, our jobs, our mohey, our

. schools, our laws, our democra-
; cy." Mr Austin said.

- The letter clalms that because
of “irregularities . .. the Supreme
Court of Victoria has overturned
the ballot and ordered a new elec-

" tion in Nunawading.”

In fact none of the three “irreg-
ularities” cited was found to have '
occurred in the 2 March election.
In the 16-day Supreme Court hear-
ing there was no suggestion that
‘dead people’ had voted, or that
others had found their.. names

‘wrongly excluded from the roll.

In fact the judge ofdered a

fresh-ballot because h¢ found 57

votes had been wrongly excluded -
because of errors by various elec-
toral officials. '

Further, the Cain Government
has never introduced a wealth tax
other than death duties — and it
was the moderate Labor Unity

“faction, not the Socialist I.ett that

was behind its campaign to abol-

- ish the Leg&ative Council,

‘But the*poor old facts always
seem 10 come off second best in
election campaigns. The 'Liberals

‘had a valid complaint against La-

bor's- appeal for voters to ‘‘Re-

elect Bob Ives” — a misleading

expression given that Mr Justj ge
Starke found tl\‘ at original g

to have béen “‘absolutely vmd”
But it seems that both“sides’ are;"
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