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AL the invitation of the catilemen, Jo
of The Mail mounted up to obtain

first hand “view from the saddie™.

The traditional anti-government swing
revealed in aimosti all by-elections makes
the Liberals logical favorites for
Saturday’s Nunawading Province poll.

Few governments wmning a general election In
Mareh could be expected o score again in an
August by-election in an extremely marginal mL
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It will be preferences of the minor candidates
whilch will decide the result,

Biggest question mark for analysts, is the likely
size of the Australian Democrats vote and. how
many Democrat voters will follow the party's
direction of preferences to Labor?

When only three candidates stood in the prov-
inee in March, Australian Democrat Michae!
Nardella gained just over eight per cent of the
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primary vote, which included the “donkey"” vote
which goes with top position on the ballot paper.

Butonly 52 per cent of Democrat voters followed
the party’s how-to-vole recomunendation. e-
maining 48 per cent gave second preference to
Liberal candidate Rosemary Varty

This must throw doubt on the ability of the
Democrat vote to tip Saturday’s result in favor of
the ALP candidate, Bob Ives. The Australian
Democrats, however. claim to have mounted a
much more effective campaign this time.

Six additional minor candidates may tend to
reduce the size of the Democrat vole and the
Liberals appear likely to gain most of the prefer-
ences of the “other six"”.

Cail to Australia candidate Pastor Al Watson's
direction of ‘erences to the Liberals could prove
signitieant if he repeats his 5 6 ner cant share of
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the vote he obtained in Waverley Provincs in
March where he outpolled the Australian Demo-
crats candidate, although that percentage includ-
ed the “donkey vote".

The ALP's Bob Ives, who has campalgned vigor-
cusly. has an advantage over his Liberal oppanent
in his ballot paper position this time.

He drew bottom position in March.

The effects of the strange campalgn introducing
the Alpine Park and East Gippsland forest wood-
chipping as issues is hard to predict,

The Australian Conservation Foundation and
Wilderness Society’s efforts to help the Democrats
and Labor and the counter-off i M
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Proctor, director of the Victorian
National Parks Association, said: “The nl-
g:g: park Is important to all Victorians

use it contains 25 per cent of the state’s

It §s an important recreatidnal resort for
the state, and a crucial flora and fauna
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