HERITAGE
LOST?

Those legendary ‘Men From Snowy River,’
Victoria’s Mountain Cattlemen are coming
to Ringwood for a rousing protest rally.

They will arrive on Thursday and camp
overnight at Eastfield Park, Croydon, before
riding into the heart of Ringwood on Friday
to. protest about Government plans for an
Alpine National Park.

- The cattlemen will be here because they
believe that conservation is looming as a big
issue in the Nunawading Province election,
especially since the Australian Democrats
supported calls by the Australian Conserva-
tion Foundation for the immediate establish-

“ment of the park.

- The President of the Mountain Cattle-
man’s Association, Mr Jim Commins, said
last week that grazing rights had already
been withdrawn from large areas throughout
the high country to make way for national
parks and ski resorts.

““Now we are faced with losing the whole
area, but we are not about to let it happen, he
said.

‘“We want to prove to the people of this
electorate that the proposed contiguous
national park is unnecessary.”’

Mr Commins said -there were many
reasons why cattle grazing should be allowed
to continue in the alps including protection
from wild fires, the value of high country
stock to farmers and consumers, its contribu-
tion to export income and its linke with Vic-
toria’s rich history and heritage.

He invited the people of the electorate to
meet the cattlemen during their visit.

“They will find us very friendly and
approachable We're coming down to make

" he said. e
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MOUNTAIN MEN A

‘They came of bold and roving
that would not fixed abide,
they were the sons of field and flock
since ere they learnt to ride.

We may not hope to see such men
in these degenerate years,

as those explorers of the bush

the brave old pioneers.'
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This verse of A.B. Paterson’s Stccinctly sums up
this story about a unique group of Victarian
families who may soon pass from real life into the
pages ol history books.

They are the families of Victoria’s mountain cat-
tiemen, the descendents of those men who first
drove cattle into Victoria from the Monaro Plins
of New South Wales in 1834 — almost a year before
Victorin's official history began.

History has rarely given the cattlemen the recog-
nition they deserve in the annals of Victoria's set-
tlement, It was largely left to batladists like Paterson
o record details of their lives, achievements and
their outstanding leats of horsemanship.

But this neglect by official historians was perhaps
fortunate because as a resull the cattiemen entered
into the realm of folklore and many went on to
become legends in their own time.

Today, their descendents are the living symbols
of an heroic pioneering past

ENDANGERED

But they may not be so much longer. To put it in

their own words, ‘Cartlemen are an endangered
species.” The State Government, urged on by radi-
cal conservationists backed by the Australian Con-
servation Foundation, is preparing to introduce leg-
islation which could sound their death knell.
The conservationists claim that caule grazing
damages the alpine environment but the cattlemen
say they are low on facts and high on misinforma-
tion, and in some cases deliberate lies.

~

! Recent research by Melbourne University 's
Faculty of Agriculture appears to strengthen the
Cattlemen’s case that alpine grazing is beneficial

Nevertheless it is Labor Party policy to phase out
grazing in national parks and despite talk of allow-
ing the cattlemen (o remain, it js not offering any
guarantees.

And this istaking place in a year that represents
Victoria’s 150th Anniversary. The Government
has spent millions of dollars helping us celebrate
our history but at the same time is presiding over
the destruction of our famous ‘Snmowy River
Heritage

Surely this is cause for shame, not celebration?
For il we lose the mountain cattlemen part of our
pride in being Australians will certainly vanish
along with them, We will no longer be able to iden-
tify ourselves with these laconic, bearded mountain
riders who are arguably the best horsemen in the

" GRAZING
BENEFITS ALPS

Jack Lovick is probably the best known caitle-
man of all. For years he has run harseback safaris
into the high country and has intreduced more peo-
ple than he can remember to the delights of sum-
mer on the high plains

In 1970 he was awarded a British Empire Medal
for services to search and rescue in the high country
and accepted the award on behalfl of the mountain
cattlemen whom he says contributed to it as much
as he did himsell. .

Jack was location consultant for the movie, ‘The
Man From Snowy River’ and the film owes much
of its outstanding success to his knowledge of the
mountains and their history.

He knows the conservationist’s arguments back-
wards and never tires of refuting them. 3

“The alps benefit from cattle grazing. It is
absolutely imperative for their well being that graz-
ing be used as a management tool,” he says.
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*If you have u lawn you mow it. If you have a
rose garden you prune it and il you have an alpine
meadow you graze it. Otherwise grasses and shrubs
grow unrestricted year after year until eventually
fire sweeps up from the valleys and destroys the
log,™

He pomnts out that & holocaust bushfire would
have devastating results on the alps in term of ero-
sion, but adds that it would be inevitable in the
absence of proper management.

“Only this year we had three lightning strikes at
the headwaters of the Jamieson River, at the foot of
Mt Clear and on The BlulT:Range.

“*To control it the authorities put in 12
hulldozers, lour helicopters, tankers and more than
100 men. They cut fire breaks and worked on trails
in the lower country but it still burnt up to the
grazed areas of The Blull.

“*However, once there it died down and in most
areas went out by itsell. But if that area hadn’t been
grazed it would have burnt over the Blulf Range
into the Howqua Valley and over the divide into the
MecAllister River, Wonnangatta Valley and areas
beyond.

“It was grazing and cattle tracks along the face of
The Blull that prevented it spreading further,” he
54Y5.

SEARCH & RESCUE

There are many other powerlul arguments in
favour of the continued presence of the cattlemen,

including their outstanding contribution to search *

and rescue operations.

In 1968 a Canadian student, Kerry Atteridge,
became lost while skiing on Mr Buller and spent
three days and nights in freezing conditions. When
he was eventually located by police and ski
patrollers they found it an almost impossible task 10
get him to safety.

Jack remembers that they tried to bring him out
by following the South Buller Creek through very
rough country,

"“The creek was criss-
crossed with logs and
there were sheer rock
luces on the sides. They!
were oul of food so they
radioed Mansfield base
with n request for 30
streicher bearers to
come in and carry the
bloke out. He was in
badl way with frostbitien
hands and feet and most
of the skin was missing
fram one side of his face
where he had slid down
the mountain. He also
had some broken ribs.

“"We arganised a
camp on the Howqua
that night and told them
we'd meet them at a
rendezous poinl on Lthe
Four Mile Spur at 10.30
am the next morning
We planned to bring the
party in by horseback
but they radioed back
that there wis no hope
ol getting horses into
that country

“They didn't believe
we'd be there by 10,30
because it had taken
them eight hours to
walk in. But anyway we
did 1t It took ws 15
minutes to ferry 30 men
across the river, which
was flooded at the time,
and then we headed up
the Four Mile Spur

“"We got there right
on time. | dropped ofl
my horse beside the
injured bloke and the
first thing he said 1o me
was, ‘Have you got any
hope of getling me
out? He said the party
had been arguing
among themselves
about which way 1o go

"1 said, *Don’t worry
mate — we'll have you
out in a couple of
hours." It wasn't long
before | found out that
he'd ridden horses
belore so | suggested to
him that we put him on
horseback with a man
walking on either side
to balance him

“We put him up on
my horse, ‘Mr Black,"
and ignored the protests
of the others. We sent
20 men ahead to cut
scrub ol the route,
where it was most
dense, and rode down
the mountain, When we
got 1o the river the
police wanted o ferry
him scross on a flying
fox but we positioned o
man on horseback on
either side of him and
with me in the lcad we
went straight into the
river

< "“We had him across

“before they could do
anything about it. His
fiance was waiting for
him on the other side
and you reckon he
wasn'l happy to see
her?™

“*We had been given
the authority to do what
we thought best by the
State Emergency Ser-
vice.

“That was because a
couple of years before a
girl's life had been fost
in the same region due
to official bungling.”
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HISTORY

The first Lovick o arrive in the High ¢
ck who as born in Tas but
i He had
At time mining in New and but on arriving
ul Merrijig he cied land and built the first: Mer-
Four ye ale uilt another
pub ar Howqua 1o service gold miners
With his sons ank, Jack and George he
developed cattle mierests in the region IIP died in
btained
und at the h

took on the

ﬂuri:! Hut Spur, 4 spot well known Lo skiers
the sight of the 2n’ 0 be built on
the mountain. It was put up by the Lovick’s in
1919,

In 1942 Jack’s father died and he carried on at Mi
Buller until

ountry
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o has a run with hr- I1ru1
eo 18 highly criti
His run is loc

all those alpine towns
b 1o stop- il
the run he sha vith Ken s proba-
st in Victoria
e than about 300 head on it
ol the mustering ourselves
but we love it

andd we ran them buc
riun borde

Mountain cattleman, Jack Lovick, (right) and Jameison policeman, Bernie McWhin-
ney, assist the injured student, Kerry Atteridge, on to a horse during a dramatic rescue
near Mt Buller in the winter of 1968, Left: A mountain man strikes a pensive pose as he
surveys an overnight fall of snow in the high country,

PRESERVE
HERITAGE

The producer of *The Man From Snowy River’,
Gieofl Burrows, is a strong advocate of the moun-
tain cattlemen and their right 10 continue their

There is no legitimate reason for removing
them and the arguments of both the ernment
and the Conservationisis are not based on facts,”
he says.
*The Government’s policy on the national park,
which is supported by the Aus an Conservation
Foundation, is exclusionist .md Ifish. It is in
direct contrast to the cattlemen’s heritage which is
gener and sharing.

no doubt that the conservation view-
2ly elitist.™
/s the Government's policy is an
L k ona un:quelu Aus i ¢ of life.

the mould of

'\uslmlr.m hu. I nund we owe il 10
, 1o give them our

Throughout their history t
mountain cattlemen have not
been known for politicial acuvism,
bul the growing threat to the way of
life has forced them to emerge
fromtheir homes in the shadows of

alps and descend on the city to
tell their side of the story

They hail from distant towns like
Merrijig, Dargo, Benambra, Omeo,
wonga and Licola.

From their high country runs
which stretch from the Snowy P
in the south to Mt Cobbler in the
north and The Cobberas in the east,
they are coming to Ringwood to
muster [riends for the coming bat-
tle
It is @ battle that must be won if
Australia® h heritage is to be
preserved, 'Tht: cattlemen stand for
the Australia we have all known and
loved — an Australia some people
waould take from us.
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LILYDALE

CATTLE ;,p TILLER "
AUCTIONS AUCTIONEER

Proudly Support | i"

THE
“CAT[LEMEN”

| As part of the Mountain Men’ s
i flght for survival they will ride

from the ‘‘Post”’ office, 24 John
; St, at 9.15 am to the Lilydale

: Market this Friday, August 9.

§| Come along — see and meet

ij these great Australians at the

@Lllydale Market at 9.30 am. -
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