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PRESIDENT 1 S LETTER 

Dear Member s 1 

Time ho.s moved quickly onwar d sinc e our last Cattlemen ' s "Get 
Together" at Bennie ' s on the Rose River . Many congr atulntory messagcs havo c•w •. 
to hand on the Jllorth E'lst ern Branchs billiant effort to mnkc the funct ~.0.'1 c. 
resounding s uccf:!ss . One of these is the hcautifully writt~n v.rticle from 
Naxine Ronnberg as printed in the Nt'lwsl etter o f tbc Folk Lore Council of 
:;ustralia. I e.m delightcd to have Maxinc 1 s per mission to use this very 
appropriate and descriptive writing in our Newsle tter, nnd with thi<. in mind I 
include it , with hopes 1 for a speedy r ei nt r oduction of eur newslctter . 

Perhaps othe r Branch Members would c nre to <ldd items of int or<:st and 
send this on to our Ccntral Secretary , Mrs . U. ~ossit~r, Churchill ~vo . 1 Bright 
for distribution. This Newsletter should help t o fill tho gap until we nre nble 
again to publish our journnl "Voice o f t h o i"iountnins". 

Ou Sunday , f ollowing the function ut Bennie ' s , thoso who cli11Jbed to 
the Cobbler Platanu had a most enjoyabl e day. We lunched by the cdge o f the 
beautiful Cobbler l a ke and discussetl many aspeoto , thoughts, life and 
philosophies , o f the mountain cattlemen. 

Tha t day W8S hot a nd windy . h veil of smoke as drifting across the 
mountains south of tha Divide - 0 n instinctive f oel ing of dis~st cr prcv~iled . 
The Yestern District wqs alight; people , homes , stock ~nd propcrty were burniug 
in the tecth o f hcll . A note o f w!'lrning : With insufficient protectivo 
burning, on a dv.y like thi s , under DROUGHT CONDITIONS , the mount é\in bushlands of 
cnst.:rn Victoria could be a death tr'1p f or those who enter unsuspecting - it h1u: 
happened bcfore, and it can hnppen cgain when the conditions arise . Tho debrie, 
fuel upon the forest floor has accumul ated t o f r ightening proportions t o those 
who know , und r emember whnt hoppencd in J anuary 1939. 

The old cattlemen' s hut that I remembe red, by the edge o f Lakc 
Cobbler , is long gonc . "Since by the cr uel hnnds o f fnte , the bushfi r es 1 -9.i d 5t 
l ow" . So , in conclus i on, :md for t hose who were not nble to hf"nr the word of t l:o 
l,J . J . Wye pocm r ecited by Pam and Ri t a Trensur e a t Ber.nie ' s - l:er e it is ugain;-

Our Old Horne 

Thc cld horne now lies desol ate , eur horne c f l ong qgo , 
Sine& by the cruf:l bande o f f r,t e , the bushfir es laid i t low. 
The fl nmes swept d('wn t l:e mountnin s i de , befc·rc the r nging wind , 
To devnstate our horne ~nd pri <lc .:i.nd ruín l e:ive behind. :;-

The chi mneys stand like sentinels , among thc bl~ckened brush, 
Where swectly ring like silver tells, thc lovesC'ngs o f the thrush . 
So t oo th~y snng when as a child 1 I hea rd their tuneful lnys 1 

Thosc f enther ed minst r els o f the bush , bnck i n my girl~ind days. 

Thc spectre chicmeys thrnugh é\ hnze , reccll the hc,me fires bright , 
Round which we listened with nmcze , t o fP.iry t Rl cs by night ; 
True h!>.ppiness shon<: in thc eycs ô f 10ved onos free frt'."m caro , 
It wns tln earthly paradise , when we all gr.thered therc . 

The march o f timcs brc.ught cAre nnd change , whon dnd and mnthor died 
Wc childr en reared beneath the rnngc , soon scntter cd fnr ~nd widc; 
The past is fillcd with melodi cs , thcugh sad t o muse upcn , 
Since all thnt ' s le ft n r e memories , now thc 0ld horne hus gone . 
The s il ver Dart runs ripyling by , t c> j o in the Mi t tn ri ver , 
Tbe wuters blend in h~rmony , ~o live in ~ong f orcver , 
Tbc wild chorm o f those mountain str enms , a r e valued mor e than gold , 
Their music comes t o me in dre~ms , as in the dnys of old. 

Jnck Treasure . 



OUR MOUNTJl.INS - V.J.ss_ f~o.si.Q.e~-t: _ _!. . _B._McCread~ 

Wc c a ttl emen or e custodia ns ci f approx iamntcly 2 , 000 , 000 acres c· f 
Crown Lr.mds f o r s ummcr grazing . 

Our hssocintion wns set up t o ensure th~t t h i s type o f grazing 
continue s , the L. C.C . will make r e commendations on it s future use, Stn t e 
Pnrlinment, will make finnl decision s . There will invnriably be r e vie ws 
and new pressures, so our ~sscciation must be genr ed t 0 c ontinue its 
oper nt i ons a s lc~g as gra zing c ontinues. 

th0r ough in its We nro fortunnt e thn t the L.C.C . i s ao 
invcstigntions a nd fair in its r ecommendat i ons . 
the Melbourne nr ea have been made , unfort unately 
on the BRw Baws over he next five year s. 

Finnl r ecommendflt i cns for 
gra zing will be ph~sed out 

East Gippslnnd r ecommendntions wer e publiciscd early in J.pril, 
this i s a most contenti0us a r ea , but due t o C1ur eff ort s , very little change 
ha s been made in the gr azing pa ttern, however we still hnve w0rk t o do thero . 
It is ; mporta nt that 21 year tenure o f l enses has been r e commcndcd . 

Final r ecommenda tions on 3- 4- 5 were r eceived on 24th llpril ' 77 , the 
Cattlemen received f a ir treatment . 

Our Consul t nnts h a vo done an excellent j o b on prcliminaries , but 
will ne ed full co - oper ut i on fr om every Cattleman conc erned over the next 
f e w months t o a ssis t with submissions on the a bove r eports . 

Those c a ttlemen who have n cit j o ined our i1ss0cintion must be 
c onvinc ed that presenting a united front gives us the bcst cha nce o f 
reta ining grazing. They must b e c onvinc ed t o j o in . 

Your Execut ive has controll ed expense s c- f the ússociation :md 
kept subscripti0ns to a minimum. Members o f the Executive moke a gcnerous 
donnt i on in tíme , phone c alls etc . - your r egular a tt endanc e nt Branch nnd 
Central Cou~cil Mcetings will let them see their e fforts nr e cppr eciated. 

Our nppronch t o the Minist er o f La nds f0 r chco.per sprays has boen 
successful , and we no w have a represent~tivc on the Ccntral Council 0 f Vcrmin 
end Noxi0us Weeds Bo~rd . 

North En.stern Br~nch this yeo.r or gani aed the nnnual "Get-Tngeth er" 
a t Bennio ' s , thosc who di dn ' t a tt end missed a good show . A numbcr o f Stat e 
Pnrliament members , wer e present , they nr e the men who docide 0ur futur~ 
g r azing pattern , 11nd must b e kept informed of our probl oms . It wns good to 
see s o mn.ny Assoc i ut e Members present , they .-:i.re importnnt member s . ús a 
r esult o f the "Get - Together" Cho.nnel 9 filmed some operut i ons 0n C\ bush run , 
r esultant publicity wns worthwhilc. 

The nnnual weaner sales a r e with us , pric es r ound 50% o f production 
cest , unfnrtunnt ely nothin is being done t o c orrect this situntion as fnr 
as the stoc k breeder is conc erned . 

J - · I fe el we would t a ke a l ook a t this problcm , I think w~ owe it 
t o our f amilies a nd the n ext generation t o get scme ac tion t o restcir e 
viability t o the stoc k brcedero Summer grazing pastures a r e ncit much use if 
we c nn ' t make a living from the cattle produced . 

L. R. McCrea.dy. 



MANSFIELD TO HOST 1978 CATTLEMEN ' S 11GET- TOGETHER" - GrMmc Stone:v 

Mansficld Cattlemen are to be the hosts fc r ihc 1978 "Gc t-Togethcr 11 

to be hold i n Fcbruary . Tho Mansficld membors realise the importance of t his 
annunl function nnd intend to make ovcry effort t o provide 11 venuc l'nd 
fncilitics which will ensure a succcssful and worthwhilc two days for nll thot 
nttE:nd . 

Thcy bclicve it is impo~ative at this tíme , to obtnin publicity 
for Mountni n Cattlomen , and the FebruRry function should be an idco.l time t c 
do tllis . Invi t ntie>ns will be issued shc.rtly t o o number o f pcc>plc whc:-m 
cnttlemen w<'uld like to see 11t this "Get- Togethor", and it is hopcd that 
adequate timc cnn be mndo nvailnblo for these vi sit0rs t o circulate ~mnng 
cattl emen proaent and get to know them and the probloms cntt l emen f nce in the 

Mnuntnin Cnttle industry. 

1't thie crucial time in the history o f our inrlustry , i t is 
import.:mt th.'\t l'\S mMy cnttl omen and their famíli e s travel tc M~nsficld for 
the 1977 "Get - Togcther11 • 

J,ny member who hos a s uggestion t o help plan the function , or 
would like to suggest p~ople who s hc.uld be invit ect , c ould contnct me nt thc 
nddrcss below: 

Graeme !3tvncy 
Minto Park 
Box 170 
Mnnsfield 

Phone ; 
(057) 752212 

CliLL CF THE CATTLEMEN - Maxine RonnberR 

Call of the cnttlemen 
Heard from A far , 
Col.l e>f the oattleoen, 
Wher e mountnins nr e . 
Calling thior cattle horne , 
Over tho plai~, 
Calling their cattlo horne 
Calling agnin . 
Saw --- -------ho l! 
Sa w ----------ho !! 

Saw ---------ho! ! 
Saw ---------ho li 

J ac k Treasurc ' s song hns nnother practic~l purpc.so . It is the 
bnttlc c ry f or the Mountnin District Cnttlemen ' s :.ssC'ciat i <'n and wc all snng 
it lustily nt thcir nnnual r cunion '"Uld barbcque which Wé'.s held l\t Bennic 's on 
the Rose Rivcr on n wnrm Februo.ľy evening . On thnt dr.y M::-.ryj c~m 0.fficcr ;:md I 
dr<'VC :\Cr oss frum the Dnrgo High Plains nnd pitched our tcnts with sccres more 
city nnd country fr> lk on the grassy river bnnk. Thc nnbbly penka of Mt. Typo 
cnst shadow on our fe~sting and rovclry . Wc snt c n thc e r 0und <'r on stoncs 
or cnmp stool s if we were lucky , a nd ate m0untain cnttle stea ks and sausages 
ond sal ad ( prepnrctl in n huge shcd by a t enm of stnlwart , swcP.ting mcn ns it 
w:is ne> t a cny for outdoor fir es) . 

Thc Pipe Bnnd played c.nd the becr flowcd nnd c.ld fri cnd~ yo.rned---.. 
into the darkncss . There were st.-ries nnd bnllads c:f thc carly d1.1ys in the 
district; there was impromptu sim; ing a.nd d.P.ncing to thc: pipes o.nd the 
concertino. bnnd; cind Clver all the feeling C• f o warm friendliness . I don ' t 
think nnyonc slept very much that night, frr the se>unds C> f celobr ntion eddi ed 
r ound the t ent s from midnight until dnwn - new wnvos (> f men ' s vc ico2 in 
chorus , thc cr~cking o f stock whips, the weird howl o f the dinzc (human ding0s 
mcthinks) , but m> slcep o.nd o. fcw grassh< ·ppcrs in thc tent wer o n smnll price 
t o po.y f or the fu.n of sho.ring a fiesta with the Mountni n District Cattlemen 's 
l•rsoc io.tion. 

Maxine Ronnbere . 

ANNUAL MEETING 

'.n invitati<)n is ext cnded to momber s t o " ttc nd '•nnuo.l Meeting of the 
1.ssociPt i on which will be helcl c n Wednesdny July 6th comoncing nt 100. . m. The 
vonue will bo the B0ar d R(~om of the Tobacco Lcaf Marketing Br0t.1 r d , 4th Floor, 
Dalgety Housc , 461 Bourkc Strcet, Mclbourne . 

To enablc t he Ccntral Secr etary to c! r nw up the Enda for this Meeting, Brnnch 
Secretnrics are nskod to have all items to be brought forwc.rd for discussi on t o 
hor by the 20th June . 

Mrs. U. Rossit er , Churchill :.vc . , Bright 


