
Mr . P.G. Shceha n , 
Ac~ing Chi ~ f, Foia~~ 
Foru~ ts CommissioA , 
~shllQ~3~:~----~gQQ~ 

D -;~ r 5 i r, 

-
Ma nagem e: n" 

"Min+o Purk" 

Mnnsfielrl. 3722. 

28th Jun <:- , 1983. 

I Dm \'II r i ti n g on beh al f o f t hu M :·c:. A. V . in re sp on s e 
to your lettcr regEirding huts situa tDd on.Victori8n Crown Land. 

We wish t o request that huts belonging to Moun~a in 
Cattl e me n situated on Alpine and Bush grazing runs be ossessed 
s e perntely to othe r hu t s on crown lRnd. 

The reas on for this is ~he unique circumstanccs 
surrou11ding thc~se hu · s which we belie ~~mc~ rits . seper.r:Jte consid ­
E" r flt ion to ': he ordinary huLo~ov-m ·Hrnd, Ott-r comment s 
th nrnfo rc~ only rP.lnt~ 'fó MOUn+~in- Ci1": tlemen ' s hut s . 

G r il z in g on C r o w n L n n d s i n V 1.. c to r i ·~ c o rn m ~ n c e d in 
1835 nnd i s probnbly the oldest form of lnnd use Rtill e xisting 
in Aust r nl i 1 . Huts situated on Alpin~ gr~ zing runs ar~ An 
ext~nsion of t h c trnditional use of t his l " nd. Far well over 
1Ll0 yw1rs, Mounti'lin (.Jl:. tlernens ' huts h<iv ·.! b ne n n n ongoing 
f ,., n t u r ~ o f t; h e l :i nd in q u es t. ion . T h c y h :w e b c e n b u i 1 ~- a n d 
m 1 in~ •i n •2 r:l by Mounta in Cnttleme: n 2nd vJith f e\" t~ Xc e ptions 

h n 1 ' E3 bíwn l : ~ ft op t:J n ·os a refug e far ;111 to u;, e in timr-Js of 
~rnerga ncy. Those Cut~l e me n are proud of +: h H tr~di+.ion Hn~ 
sor.v ic •J the ir huts h we prcrvid ed ; :i n d ":h <1 m.-iny lives the huts 
h .v: ~<i v :1. They n r e proud of the goodwill n nd wa rmth th<1 t 
thou !.i •in :h; of p e opl ·: f t.?"? l towards th·: ci".lt !-lf~ m ·ns' hut s n nd 
th : ir ori9ins . 

• 
This f::1ct is subst a n• i a t ed by the imrn di .,t-; succ~?3S 

of th t. \'110 bookf.; writ·t 0 n on thi: !') Ubj r; ct r ·J c a n+:ly. Th ·'.l u t hors 
•.•! r ~.' íJ!r l·forry St. ·ph r> n 'io n ;rnd Mr Tom Holth , ~J ho C éln tt~st:ify to 
thn grent intereRt uxpres s ed by t;h public on th~ s ubjcct . 

'JJith the drn mDt ic up s urg ·. in visitors u ne through­
out ~ h \? /\lpine drn n , u s ·J of th ern f: hut ~; ie; incre éH: ing and th c 
n c u d i s n r i s in g to es t ,, b 1 i s h w i t h i: h e p ub 1 i c .; in .j t h e mn n <1 g i n g 
uuthori tie s , the f act th;it these hutr.:; flre privé:t e ly own.:: d -ind 
us ~ d primarily in the cours e of ~h~ cRt~lem~ n s ' business . 
B e c a us~ of the growing numb~r of pe opl e using th nse a r eAs , w~ 
b e l i Pve th:it th . public should only r e gard th e huts ;.i s „ b .1 ck 
up rr fugi~ to tht~ir recrea tion ;jl :ictivities , :iot r e ly on their 
facilities or clnim us~ of thH huts as their giv ~ n right <i nj 
usr:.:d ::s ;3 ch 1~ ;1p source of accommodntion . Unfo r.t un é1t :: ly , this 
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··! t t i t u d D i s b · c o m in g · ;n ;J mu r g in g t r e n r:l .-. n d w „, 1 r ! c o n c ·:· r n e ci 
t h , r, +hn t. r ·:1i i.t. i on r1::! r.p iri+. nn d r.o - op .-n · :1 tion of th<· u s · of th t~ 
l 1u l :; by <· / r yon r: rn . : y b •: i n d•1n~J · r. To t.hi. 'I · nr! , v1• \ : ~ llr:Jl) < ! <i l; 

" o rn P f o r m. o f l r: g ;i J. t •? n u r e , t i t l i ! or o w n e r s h i p b '~ c r ~rn t E-! d f or 
ťt 1 " 11 , 1 , i 11 1 1 1 1 1 " "' " 11 „ ti 11 1 l 1 1 ' ' ' Ii ll i 1 t: , .i n d m. ii n + „ i n t h r: 11 h u +. •: o n 
1 tfl" l l 1 „ ,, 1 1 1 , . 111 1 11 ľ 11 1 l l 1tt .,„t\/ lt •t ' ' ' " 1 111 1 · · '" ' "''" " 111 „ 
I' 1ii1 1 1 1 

I 11 n 11 r u 11 i r 1 i. l 1 t 1 , L l 1 :\ : 1 rn o " ' \ J n u ) 1 <: r . 1 t · ľJ 11 i • 1 · 1 i r l • · 1; 

fa !· l · · ~ c: ľ! t;r:nur !.) by cntt lC; mu n, •rnd · ~ s t b .liri h l:lf ith t h r~ pub lic 
th e f < ~ ct th .1t; a s pir it of co - op e r a tion ,·rnd goo d\·1 ill i n rcrrnir ed 
b y p ~ o pla nan d ing r c fug e in a r e mot e n rn ~ . Wi t h th i q conce p t 
in min d , ~ J wis h to r e pl y to the poi n ts r ::ii s d in y ou r t ·~ rms 
of r ? f fl r n nc e : -

Huts o r a dj a c e nt hut s owne d b y c a t t l e ma n a r e a lw ny s 
n v ~ il a b l H to p e ople in time s of e me rg e ncy. Almos t ~1 1 huts 
own ~ d b y Mo u nt a in Cattleme n Are l ~ ft un l o c k e d for n ll p c ople 
~o us e in Hme rg e nc i e s . In s om e more re mot e a r e as n s ma ll 
s h E? d iJ d j r; c rm t to t he hut i s k e p t l o c k e d · J n d s up p l i e s , c h <l f f 
„l nd o :Jt '3 :1r.c sto r ;; d . Th e s r: s hc ~ d s .;~ r e g P. n e r CJ lly r F?'1 p t! ct c d 
b e c a u se t h•J h u t is uv :1il l1 bl e <3n d .the s ystF?m <1pp (w r s to work 
w~ l l . W• wi s h t o c m ~ h a s is e t h ~ t , despi -f;e t he f nct t h a t t h e 
hu t ma y b ~ fu l ly o cc u p i ed by A c ~ttl em ~ n , n n d hi ~ p Arty , n 
p erson i n ;1n e me r g e ncy :-m d n e e rl i ng r ~ f ug e \·Jo u l d n e v e r b ; 
t u r m~ d ·1 w '' y . Th i :, i s :i C „ t t 1 r · m :rn ' ~ tr:' rl i-!- i on . 

Ca t t l-..mrrn bcl ieve t h t.1 +. as ~h e undi ~:; p u t e d own rns of 
t h e i r h u t ·:; ·1 n d yard c; on t h s i r ru n c; , n 12 g · • 1 p r io r i t y s hou 1 d 
b e cr =· n t P.·i to ;~ s t;.1 b lis h C:i t -t L m'? n s Bon n fi rl en \JÍth incre"Ging 
n um b 8 r f ; o f \/ i s i to r. s . M · rn y o f t h ,.., s „~ v i s i t o r. ~' d o no t k n m 11 t h r~ 

b ,·,ckgroun d of th e ir t?·1 ·1 nd t h P- hu t!>. T h !~ Y t :?n rJ to r -=: g :"i rd 
th .> ir u ~; ' of t h r= hu t c1 s th e ir right . Thi c; t i:rnds to crPn t f: 
f ric tion with c t tl n me n who f o r s ~ v ~ r ~ l g 2 n ~ r t ions h ~ v e 
g 1:1d l y -! l l o •.m d pe op l !.! t o u s e t h r? h u t :, whe n not r e u i r l.d in 
s r> i r i t o f g o o d 1tJ i 1 1 t o .:-i 1 1 p e op 1 "J u s i n g r (~ m o +: e~ · ·, r e · i r, . T h i :, 
v!···s " h J·1 y s on th e umJ r itt e n und e rs brn~ing th t the c 1l t t lf1 m r~n 
h ~d fi r s t priori t y o v e r th e i r hu t whe n th ~ y n e ~ d e d it . We 
b e 1 i .-, ' ' e t h i s ·· u e s t io n s ho u 1 d b e d i :. c u .-. -, e d f u r t h e r w i t h 
r e pr ;~;· nt .., ti v'3s of ou r org ·'l n is ;·tion „, s i. t ir: <1 · u es t i on we 
h =1 vP- b ~c n p ur s ui n g fo r m=i ny y e ;? r s . 

Pr imcn ily f or t he u s E: o f th :• C ť) t t l e m ~; n in pu rs u i t 
o f t he i r b u s in e s s d n d f o r p ub 1 i c r ~ f u g e i n t i m F! s o f r~ m e r g e n c y . 
Th is prim é! r y u s e is t!Xpo nd i ng 111 it h the íldv e nt of some c é.J ttl e ­
me n ho s t i ng t rips into t h e i r g r;iz ing a r c:is i n s ummer <m u 
vJ in t e r , c ŕl m p in g n t t h e hu t s =-in d t e n d i n g s t o c k • Th i s t r e n rl ha s 
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J? me rg r>rJ ;· r; mor. r~ =md more peopl n !·; xp.c· •ss thi:! 1.viGh to b '3 taken 
in i: o t. h e:- 1> r '~ mot e ·'1 re .1 s P. x per t. l y •ind s :1 f 8 J. y . Ou r AH s o c i :.i ti on 
b ~liav~s th~t Mount~in c ~ ttlemc n ~ r e p r ob nbly th~ highcs t 
r 1 u ~1 lifi~~d to r.onduct thes~ tou rr; b E~C \1U'iC Of the ir. knowl c rig e 
~ nd e xp~ rie n ce q n in~d ovAr ma ny y •rs of f ~ mily i nvolv e me nt 
in the Moun+, .1i rrn. C.:mping d t thr..?ir hut form f: 1 most m!ce s s ·i ry 
p:-irt of ths!";i~ trips :n d the p E!opli:! on the trip~: b (: n e fit CJri:! ltly 
from th[! 11 xp ~ ri •.rncc thu y gener <1 lly oth11n1 i se could not e njoy 
~~~ f0 ly . 

~·l<=! bolir::i"""' thnt t he hut s s hould not bi'! U!>ed by the 
pub 1 ie ;qs .·1 ch~ ·1 p form of accommod :~ti on wh ie h i~ h ·1 p pr. n ing mor e 
n n d mo 1~e . One of th e mn in r enr.;on :. fa r thi·s i r; thc o vr:~ r u se th<1t 
1 lot of th ·: huts :rnd s urroundr: ,1rc s uffe ring f r om tao m :~ ny 
pe opl e congr.e g o ting ;iround th e foc al point of the huts. This 
ov e ru~n e xt e ndH to fir 1~wood , wr.i tc-1r ·rnrl toilet problems . People 
s hou ld be ebcouraged to spread out o nd c a mp ovar wider Areas 
~ n1 this could b n done by th e leg a l titl e i dea , plus the 
stipulntion thnt the huts be used 0 s .. in eme rg e ncy only . The 
probl c m of ove ruae has e merged b e cnuse of the huge upsurge in 
int erus t of th e Alpin e Hreas. 

Cnt+.l e me n owners of th~ hut. s s hould m:1int;;in their 
hutR in good nveragi condition. 

The l~nd mAn Agi n g a u thority shciulrl oversee the legal 
priori ty of th 10. mmer. ;1nd .rg s o l ve ~ ny conf l ict o f intere s t 
b e twa ~ n ownars a n d the g e n e r~ l public. The m~n~ g em ~ nt Duthority 
:::;houl d ba r er;pons ibl e far the rrection of :1 no t:ice in e -1c h hut 
nt ·· t ing the nPm•J of the own e r, thc! s t '"! tw:; of the OVJnP.r , n nd 
listing co nditions thn t ~ pply to peopl e wishing to u~e the .· hut . 

Mount ;iin Cé1 ttl 8men ' s hutf; h :1 ve immc n:.u Hi s tor.ic ·1 l 
:rn:J cultur:il signific ,mce. I t 1rmuld b f~ '1 trn ged y f a r th e N'ltion 
if thn trRdition ~ l role of the c~ttlcmn n as owne r s ~ nd gujrdi a ns 
of thn hut~ w<1s u s urp ed or und e>rmi n ;;d by Gov e rnme nt pol icy. I f 
this occured over 14 O years of trndi t io n <ind cul tu r e wo u ld be 
lost ~ n d i t mn j or blow wou ld be :,t ruck nt the s pirit o f g oodwill 
nnd involvement thil t exists betwe e n pe opla u s i n g thes e remote 
;j ni;rn . W e b e l i e v e t h i s s p i r i t i c; ťo b t.? f o s t e r. 13 d a n cl e n c ou r .-1 g e c..l 

:i s :' n e x a m p 1 e o f t he tr u e Austr d 1 i „ n w <' y o f 1 i f c in t h e bu s h . 

Usin g the s u ggest io ns we hav e listed, we bclieve 
thi s s pirit cRn be maint a i ned n n~ p e opl c cnn go on enjoying the 
specL1l f eel ing one h éls e nte r ing n Mountnin c.1 ttlemen' s hut on 
the high pL1ins. 

I t's not just a h u t , it ' s ~ Mount2in Ca ttlemens ' hut. 

/~ T~ 4~,_-/~-;7 


