"Min*o Park"
Mansfield. 3722.

2Bth June, 1983.

Mr. P.G. Sheehan, )

Acting Chicf, Fosest Managemen®, -
Forests Commissionm, -

MELBOURNFE ., 3000.

Dezar Sir,

1 am writing on behalf of the M.C.A.V. in response
to your latter regarding huts situated on.Victorian Crown Land.

We wish to request that huts belonging to Mountain
Cattlemen situated on Alpins and Bush grazing runs be assessed
seperately to other huts on crown land.

The reason tfor this is *he unique circumstances
surrounding these hu s which we belieye.merits seperate consid-
eration to the ordinary huf,on.grown Ifind. Our comments
therefore only relate to Dunfggﬁ'ﬂaﬁtlemen's huts.

Grazing on Crown Lands in Victoria commenced in
1835 and is probably the oldest form of land use still existing
in Australins., Huts situated on Alpins grazing runs arz an
extension of the traditional use of this land. For well over
140 yesrs, Mountain Cattlemens' huts hav: been an ongoing
feature of the loand in question. They have been buil® and
miintined by Mountsin Cattlemen and with few exceptions
have been laft open @s a refuge for all to use in times of
emergency. These Cattlemen are proud of the tradition and
service their huts have provided; and ths many lives the huts
hiv: sav.d. They are proud of thz goodwill and warmth that
thousands of psopl: feel towards the cattlemons' huts and

their origins.
-

This fact is substan'iated by the imm diatz success
of th: two books written on the: subjsct rocently. Th authors
wore My Horry St -phanson and Mr Tom Holth, who can tostify to
the great interest cxpressed by th  public on ths subject.

With the dramatic upsurg. in visitors use through-
out the Alpine ares, us2 of these huts is incresceing and the
neced is arising to sstablish with the public and the managing
authorities, the fact that these huts are privately owned =and
used primarily in the course of the cattlemens' business.
Because of the growing number of people using these areas, we
belicve that th: public should only regard the huts as a buck
up refuge to their recreationsl activities, not rely on their
facilities or claim use of the huts as their given right and
used s a cheap source of accommodation. Unfortunat:ly, this



attitude ie b-coming sn emerging trend s#nd w~ ar: concerned
th+ +hp traditional spirit and co-oparntion of th2 us: of the

huts by cw ryone may bhe in danger., Tao thin :nd, we suggeat
come form of legal tenure, title or ownership be craeated for
oot i ot b tamen whn have built, and maintoin th s huts on
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In our apinion, this move woul | cr ot guid:s linoes
for logal tonurs by cattlemen, and nst blish with the public
the fact that a spirit of co-opesration and goodwill is renuired
by p2ople needing refuge in a remote area. With this concept
in mind, w wish to reply to the points rais'd in your t-2rms
of rafarence: -

1. Aviilability to_the Public_

Huts or adjacent huts owned by cattlemen are always
avzilable to people in times of em2rgency. Almost all huts
owned by Mountain Cattlemen are laft unlocked for all people
*o use in emergencies. In some more remote areas 2 small
shed sdjacent to the hut is kept locked snd supplies, chaff
and oots are storad., These sheds are generally respected
because the hut is available and the system appears to work
well, We wish to emphasise that, despite the fact that the
hut may be fully occupied by a cattlemsn, and his party, =«
person in »an em=rgency and needing refuge would never b~
turned away. This is a Cattleman's tradition.

2 Appropriatne forms of *2nurc.

Cattl_ -men beliseve that as +he undisputsd owners of
their huts and yards on their runs, a leg«l priority should
be criated to =stablish Cattlemens Bona fides with incrensing
numbers of visitors. Many of these visitors do not know the
background of the sres andthe huts. Thay teond to regard
their use of the hut a4s their right. This tends fto create
friction with c ttlemen who for s-voersl ga2ner tions have
gladly ~llowed people to use the huts when not re uired in o
spirit of goodwill to all peopls using remote =ress. This
was +lwsays on the unwritten understanding thot the cattleman
had first priority over their hut when they ne-dsd it. We
beli~ve this ~uestion should be discus=ed further with
repras- nt2tives of our org@onisstion s it ies 2 -u=stion we
have bzen pursuing for many yeqrs.

e Legitimate Uses,

Primarily for the use of th: Csttlemen in pursuit
of their business and for public refuge in times of emergency.
This primary use is expanding with the advent of some caettle-
men hosting trips into their grazing aresas in summer and
winter, camping at the huts and tending stock. This trend has



emerged ~s more snd more people e2xpress the wish to be taken
into the=, romote arens expertly and safely. Our Ascociation
belicves that Mount=in Cattlemen =r= probably the highest
rualifiad to conduct these tours becouse of their knowledge

and expsrience gained over many yo'rs of family involvement

in the Mountoins. Camping ot their hut forms o most necessary
part of thesz trips ind the prople on the trips benefit greatly
from thz experience they generally otherwise could not enjoy
a=fely. '

We believe that the huts should not be used by the
public as 2 cheap form of accommodotion which is happening more
and more. One of the main reasons for this is the overuse that
2 lot of tha huts and surrounds ore suffering from too many
people congregating sround the focal point of the huts. This
overuse extends to firewood, wster snd toilet problems. People
should be ebcouraged to spread out and camp over wider areas
and this could be done by the legal titls idea, plus the
stipulation that the huts be used 2as an emergency only. The
problem of overuse has emerged because of the huge upsurge in
interest of the Alpine aress.

4, Frection Replacement and Maintenance.

Cattlemsn owners of the huts should maintasin their
huts in good average condition.

5. Role of L:nd Managing Authority.

The land managing authority should oversee the legal
priority of the owner snd resolve 2ny conflict of interest
bztwe=n owners and the gener~l public. The managem=ant authority
should be responsible for the erection of n notice in each hut
st+ting the namz of the owner, the status of the owner, and
listing conditions that 2pply to people wishing to use the hut.

6. Historical and Cultural Significance.

Mountain Cattlemen's huts have immense Historicol

and culturnl significance. It would be a tragedy for the Nation
if the tradition»l roles of the ca2ttleman as owners =nd guardians
of the huts was usurped or underminad by Government policy. If
this occured over 140 years of tradition &¢nd culture would be
lost and =+ major blow would be struck at the spirit of goodwill
and involvement that exists between people using these remote
are2as. We believe this spirit is to be fosterced and encoursged
as »n example of the true Australian way of life in the bush.

Using the suggestions we have listed, we believe
this spirit can be maintained ~nd people can go on enjoying the
special feeling one has entering a Mountain Cattlemen's hut on
the high plains.

It's not just a hut, it's a Mountain Cattlemens'hut.




