
THE HU~T~RS JOURNEYS I NTO GI PPSL 1~0 ---------------------

In 1840 , as Angus McMi ll~n was pionce ring a stock routa 

into Gippsl:.:i nd from the drought- strick ~n Mo na ro r egion of ~lew South Wa l es , 

Aliek Mcl0an Hunt ·!r, Ed111a r d Ae ll .::rnd l·la t son a rrived at t he 0 roken River 

from Tumut with stoek . Parti ~s l ed by Al t ckHunte r were soon to discove r 

an alt~rnate r out e into Gi ppsland , which although never used , l e f t the 

legaey of the nam=- " Huntc r ' s C0t1ntry" on what 1.11e now eall Lieola . 

Hearing of the new pnstures just ove r the ranges in Gi pps l a nd, 

Aliek Hunt ~r , then in his s arly 20s, became determinded to find a route 

whereby he could take in his stock to t e ke up new runs . In May 1841 he left 

Oevil ' s River with a party of Arehiba ld Jamieson , Andr ew Ewing , Ed~ard 9ell 

a nd an aboriginal called Pigeon . Des pite an aeeident to Bell ' s horse 1.11h i ch 

forced him and Pigeon to wait n1 ar Mount Skene , the pa rty reachod t he a rea 

aroun6 Glenmaggi e , whioh t hey fro~1 then on claimed to ha ve named . They 

did not go far enough to reaeh set tlement, r e turning t o the Oevi l ' s River 

to colleet stoek far a return j ourney i nto Gippsland . 

however , by bad weather , and unable to make the trip . 

They wer e f rus trated 

In Qetober 1843 Cro1:1n Lands Commissione r ChRrles Tynr s vis t ed 

the run in an attempt t o enter Gippslanť via th~ sa~e r oute so as to take up 

his duties in Gippsla nd . On 26th Oetob~r J ames Hunt er noted shortly " the 

Gov r")rnme nt mob are on their way into Gi ppsl a nd" . He was mo r e ~etailed on 

the Sth Novembe r - "Met ľ'!r Tye r s l ooking very miserahle . He and his people 

have had nothino to eat far 4 days exeept one seone eaeh , two of thet r horses 

have died, anoth3r one 111as los t , and al l the r 3st wore knocked up and left 

in the ranges . Som9 of the me n we re so much done t hat t hey wante d to be l e ft 

to die where they were . Their boots wero all eut to pieces by the sharp stoncs 

and roeks ." Tyers offieal explanation plaecd all the blame on the horses 

"arising frorn their want of r est aftDr previou~ hard work . 11 He r eturned to 

Melbourna and fin nlly r eachAd Port Alb· rt by sea , l aav i ng behind a rumour that 

the route i nto Gippsland did no t exist . Thi~ ineensed Aliek Hunter 2nd his 

party , 1:1ho then bec"l1ne determi ned to retrace their s t eps . 

On 28th Cctober 1944 , Aliek , JamEs and Campbell Hunter end 

J ourdan set ou~ on the r oute. 



The party had no p3ekhorses , each mc n earriod flour, sugar , 

t e a and sun-dri ~d m=~t rolled in a blanke t on his saddle . By lst rJovembr: r 

they had reaehad Mount Sunday , and campad that ni ght at the Plum Pudding 

Roeks near Mt Skene . Aliek Hunter amused himsel f tha t ni ght over the 

campfire by fri ghtening J ourdan, "a ve ry timid fel low", hoaxing him into 

bo.lieving tha t the n3ar by abo riginals , "a v-:J ry fierce ttJi l d se t 11 , we r 3 all around 

the e amp . They ea~pac the noxt night on the junetion of the two 8arkleys , 

crossing Grimme ' s Hill nr xt mornin~ a nd reaching Gl e ncairn Creek . Her e 

the y saw aboriginel camps about s v ry half a míle . Also it now app~ars this 

would hav~ b3en the perty which ea rved initials including "A Mc . 11 far Aliek 

Mclean Hunte r on a trec a t Gl2neairn . This trne has f ar ma ny years been 

a ttributed to Angus McMilla n , despite a l ack of any other evidence that he was 

evor in that area . They continued on down the Glenca irn CreAk to the Barklcy , 

and from the re to the Macalis t e r , which they followed to Gl enm?.ggie which th y 
(,.,)l'C>~ 

reach:-:d on the 5th Novr-irnber . He re Aliek ~ '1we were cungratulating 

ourselves on findin g a beauti f ul run when we came upon ths tracks of somR 

infcrnal sheep ! ·1 Glenw.a~gie was by then an outlying pa r t of Mcfarlane ' s 

Heyfi eld run . !\lany y ars l a t ·- r on2 of the Buntine ' s , t~ a childpj-~~ 

recal l ed th:ir arrival "bhe re was great excitme~t at the outstation as 

we all thought thoy wer a bushrange r s , th:y carried pistols and ri fl :·s and 

were a r med to the teeth . They were all rough and uns ha ven with thair 

clothes in r ags fr om fi ghting through tho s crub on the mountains . 11 

Thi 3 timc the Hunt ~rs had prov8n there was a route t hrough , 

even though it neve r becamg a practioal stock raut~ into Gipps lan~ . 

Linda 8arraclough . 


