High“ country inspection
great value

The Forests Com-
mission and Soil
Conservation Auth-
ority have com-
pleted a bi-annual
mspechon of the

? " mountain
cattle grazing
leases. 3

The Commission, who
control the grazing ope-
rations and the Authority
which is responsible for
all'land over 1.2 km (4000
feet) "have oOver riding
gontrol of ariy ‘operations
m this country.

'I‘he grazing leases are
kept under scrutiny dur-
ing the inspections.

Divisional forester, Mr.
R. J. Ritchie said that
stocking rates con be re-
duced where necessary
anid new Stock watering
points  recomimended to
grevem over grazing or SI

concentration _in
particular areas. p
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The Forests Com- =
mission and Soil
Conservation Auth-
ority have com-
pleted a bi-annual
inspection of the
high  mountain
cattle grazing
leases. '

The Commission, who
control the grazing ope-
rations and the Authority
which is responsible for
all land over 1.2 km (4000
feet)' have' over riding
control of any 'operations
in this country. )

The grazing leases are
kept under scrutiny dur-
ing the inspections.

Dyvisional forester, Mr.
R. J. Ritchie said thau
stocking rates can ‘be re-
duced where necessary
and new stock watering
points * recommended to
prevent over grazing or
stock  concentration .in
particular areas.

‘‘As a result of these
inspections, ” stock raies
per acre may be varied
and stock may be com-
pletely excluded from
some areas to allow grass
and herpage revegetate
areas which may have
, suftered frengﬁ stock con-.
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The inspeéﬁioﬁ 'bega.n

vehicle “onto the Great

viding Range, crossing
from ne Delatite River
valley into the headwat-
ers of the Howqua Val-
ley and the ‘Jamieson
River valley to Mt, Clear.

They followed the range
from M.. Clear to King
Billy and Hells Window,
returning via Mt, Lovick,
Bindaree Hut, Howgqua
Gap, Mt. Stirling, ®Mt.
Winstanley and the Raz-
orback Spur.

Dual purpose fire pro-
tection dams and cattle
watering points have been
constructed in some gully l

travelled ﬂi"'-mur wheel

heads where constant use
of these =areas by cattle
had produced boggy con-
ditions which could have
caused further erosion.

The dams constructed
by the Commission cured
the bhoggy conditions and
provided excellent cattle §
watering points and
handy supplies for fight-
ing any forest fires that
develop in the area.

The inspection party
included members of the
Mountain District Cat-
tlemens Association, the §
Forests Commission, the
Soil' Conservation Au-
thority, the Lands De-
partment, Department of
Agriculture, Mansfield
Shire, Mansfield Conser-
vation Group and the
media.

© In the Le Dawn
Forester, Russ Riichie,
e prenne

pine Ash a W
flowers on the Great Dit-!
vide near Mt. Timbertop.




