
High country 

preservation 
AUSTRALIANS ha v e 

dC\·eJoped a patent sense 
01 !-ielt-engenacrcu ľlgJU­
cousness, evidcnccd IJy 
the innumf'.!rable $trike.s 
against real or frmcif111 
injuslicc~ lhat aficct 
their rnclavcd arcas of 
intcrcst. 

ls tlwľe any s ,...ctor or 
onr soc1ety u1at wn111a not 

. re-sen t a gnevous 11u·ca 1. 
to Jts \rry way oi llle, 
p<1rtlcu1nrJy 11 stien a 
tl1ľeat 1s maae to Jttstlly 
a jél.Jsc prc1msc oaseu on 
tactuaJ mco.1ste11e1es;i 

Thc mou.1~ain cattlc­
mcn of Victoria are faccd 
w1tn just suc11 a :muauan. 
whlch promises to de.stroy 
tbc livclihoods Gf 100 
families in the Victorian 
Alps, if the recommenda­
tions o! the Land Conser­
vation Councn are ap­
proved. 

For O\'cr 200 .rear.s, 
cnttle brecding in East 
Victoria has becn assisted 
bv sununer ngi.5tment in 
the Victorian Alps, cur­
ľC'lltl.v s11pport ing :-ion1c 
JS,000 head oť prime bcef 
cattJc. 

Somc agmnomi.st.~. eco­
logir-;ts. ('llYJroumentaJists 
nnct recreauomsts n:wc 
cleclarcd, on ver:.• flimsy 
evidcnce, that the eco-
1ogy 01 t11e atpme coun­
try i~ threateued b.v the 
presence or these hcrds. 

Thcy would prcfGr to 
sce a system or 7.0ning, 
devoid of cconomically 
producti vc grazing,. polic­
cd by costly Govenm1ent 
officials under the auU1-
oritarian control ot a 
Go\·ernmen t agency. 

The Victorian moun­
tain catttemen we1come 
the concept of the As­
sociation !or Preserva­
tion Of Rural Australia, 
and would willingly. oft-er 
a fund of expertise m 1ts 
tormation and manage­
ment. 

Ame111t1es anc1 comroJs, 
already therc, ha,·c beeu 
llnced by the caltJeman, 

" l llis own cxpcnsr. 
An understanclinl? ot 

he C'cologica 1 sen.siti vi ty 
f lh<' area is u i.;art of 

1is hard-earncd know­
cdr.-c Hlld carc for t.11c cn­
•ironmcnt. 

s. .J. Treasure, Prcsi­
d<'nt, Association for 

· Prei:crvation or Rural 
Australia, Dargo. 
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