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" FOR THE AUTISTIC

MISS GAY GREEN (left) and Dr
Joan Curtis — two people tackling the

problem of autism.
N

DR JOAN CUR-
TIS is one person
who can really ap-
preciate and under-
stand the problems
of an autistic child.

She has an autistic
child berself — Jona-
thon, 5.
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er
Dr Humphrey Esser,
Hve at Mansfield, about
130 miles from Mel-
bourne,
She is particularly
sensit:ve -to the prob-
of an autistic
chﬂd living in a coun-
try area.
The cause of autism
is unknown i:git the

The autistic child is
solitary and aloof. he
resists makin

g

tionships and is un-
able to communicate —
although he is neither
deaf nor dumb. He can
become very attached
to objects rather than
people.

On overseas figures
— there has been no
survey on auntism in
Australia — she esti-
mates there would be
between 200 and 250
yoo = g

i — many
them in couniry areas.

“Country ple with
autistic chﬂ%w have
to travel so far to get
practical information
about autism,” she said.

But Dr Curtis be-
lieves she has found a
solution to this problem
— a travelling teacher.

This schewe has been
operating for a _year
and the travelling
teacher. Miss Gay

een, has been work-

in with seven children.

Mansfield,

Elldon Kar.ama.tit.e.

Bendigo, She rton,

Mooroopna and Lock-

ington and travels

about 500 miles each
month.

“f visit each family
for 10 days on a rolat-
ing systelll, which
means a visit once

“For when I am not
there, I ormth outu a
TOgram e autis-
ﬁc child which can be
continued by the whole
family.”

According fo Dr Cur-
tis, the famﬂy situation
is extrem chnportant
to an auti

“An aulistic child

‘needs to start being

taught to make person-
alugrelaﬁonslﬂps about
the age of two and a
half,” she explained.

“If they do not have
training from an early
age, their behavior be-
comes steadily worse
until the family can no
longer cope.

Travelling
teacher

“Institutions are not

the answer., These
children heed their
families.”

Dr Curlizs says it is
hoped a caravan will be
bought for the t{ravel-
ling leacher,

This would be fitted
out as a mobile teach-
ing unit and could also
incorporate accommo-
dation for Miss Green.
She now lives in bor-
rowed caravans at the
f&“ﬂh‘!’ centres she vis-

Miss Green, a quali-
fied k:ndergarten
teacher with experience
in ‘teachi slow learn-
ers, would " like to do
more study in autistie
teaching.

She has visited autis-
tic centres and has re-
ceived information
from members of the
psychology department
at Monash University.

Dr Curtis is also the
instigator and organiser
of the Mansfield Autis-

tic Play Schoel, which
is held fer two weeks
of the summer vaca-
tion at the loeal high
school.

This had been -
ating now for
vears and the whole
family attends.

e e
pm em or paren
get practical advice,
and at the Flsy Sehiool
t.hey can get this from
Eerts and mher par-
she said

“This vear we even
had three families who
came from Adelaide for
the fortnight
sl:low]s just how dl’a.r

ple are prepare
ga?\-el to get advice.

“The autistic associa-
tion in New Zealand
sent observers to the
first play school and
now run one them-
selves.”

Dr Curtis explained
that the whole scheme
was sponsored by the
Apex Clubs of North-
Eastern Victoria. Re-
cently, the CWA of
Victoria donated $4000
to the scheme.

“The charitable b-
Aol e B0
ernmen e
in secing the need and
helping to meet it,"
said Dr Curtis.

“The Lreatable nature
of autism is only just
beginning to be recog-

nised. Formerly, autis-
tic children were just
left on the scrap heap.”

The Mansfield Autis-
tic Play School associa-
tion as made two
films on autism.

Dr Curtis has also
written a booket titled
The Autistic Infant at
Home.

The price is 50c, plus

tage, and the book—
el is available from
The Southern Centre,
St. Andrew’s Pres-
byterian Church Hall,
582 Balcombe Rd,
Black Rock, 3193,




