
AID BY CHRISTINA BUCKRIDGE 

FOR THE AUTISTIC 

MISS GAY GREEN Cleft) and Dr 
Joan Curtis - two people tackling the 
problem of autism. 

DR JOAN CUR­
TIS is one person 
who can really ap­
preciate and under­
stand the problems 
of an autistic child. 

She has an autistic 
child herself - Jona­
thon. 5. 

Euglish-bom Dr Cur­
ds, and her husband, 
Dr Jlumpbrey Esser. 
lh'e at Mansfield. about 
130 miles !rom ).Iel­
bourne. 

She is pe.rUcularly 
i<ensiUve to the prob­
lems o! an autL">tic 
child Uving in a: coun­
try aľea. 

Tbe cause o! autisrn 
ls unknown but the 
basic characteristlcs are 
obvious. 

The autlstic child is 
soJltary and aloo!; he 
resists making personaJ 
relatíonships and ls un­
able to communicate -
aJthough he ls ne1ther 
dea! nor dumb. He can 
become very attached 
to objects rather than 
people. 

On overseas figures 
- tbere has been no 
survey on autism in 
Australia - sbe esti­
ma tes there wouJd be 
bel ween ZOO and 250 
aulistic cbildren in 
Victoda - many of 
lhem in country areas. 

·•counlry people wlth 
auUstic children have 
to travel 50 far to get 
practicaJ informatlon 
abOut autism," she said. 

But Dr Curtis be­
lieves she has found a 
solution to this problem 
- a trnvelling teacher. 

"Thls schentt~ lias Leen 
opeľating for a year 
and the l r a v e 1 l 1 n g 
teacher. Miss Gay 
Green. has been work­
ing \\'ith seven ch1ldren. 

She visits Mansfield, 
Eildon. Ka t a m a t 1 t e, 
Bendigo, Shepparton, 
Mooroopna and Lock­
ington and tr a \' e l s 
about 500 mlles each 
month. 

"I visit uch family 
for 10 days on a rotat­
int syst~m. which 
mf'ans a •isit once 
every thttt' montbs," 
Mi~ Gn:eu explained. 

"'For when I am not 
U1ere. I work out a 
program !or the autis­
tic child which can be 
continued by the whoJe 
!anilly." 

According to Dr Cur­
tis, the fam1ly situation 
is extremel.).' important 
to an autistic chlld. 

"An auLístic chlld 
needs to start being 
taught to make person­
a! relation~Wps abOut 
the age of two and a 
bal!," she explained. 

"lf they do not have 
training !rom an early 
age, thclr behavior be­
comes steadily worse 
until the ramily can no 
Jongeľ cope. 

Travelling 
teacher 

"InstituUons are not 
the a n s w e r. Tl1ese 
children need their 
families." 

Dr CurUs says it is 
hoped a caravan wm be 
bought for tbe travel­
ling teacber. 

This would be fi tted 
out as a mobile teach­
ing unit and could also 
incorporate accommo­
dation for Miss Green. 
She now lives in bor­
rowed caravans at. the 
country centres she vis­
its. 

Miss Gre.en. a quali­
fied k i n d e r g a r t e n 
teacher with e.xperience 
in teachine slow learn­
ers. would • Wte to do 
more study in autistic 
teachíng. 

She has visited autis­
tic centres and has re­
celved 1 n ( o r m a t i o n 
trom mcmbers o! the 
psychology department. 
at. Monash University. 

Dr Curtis ls also tlle 
instigator and organiser 
of the Mansiield Autis-

tie Play School, whlch 
is held fv• two weeks 
of the summer vaca­
t1011 at lhe Jocal high 
school. 

This had ~en oper­
aUng now for lhree 
years and Ule wholc 
Iamily attends. 

"The crux of tbe 
problcm is for pare.nts 
to get practical advíce. 
and o.t the play scbool 
they can get tWs from 
experts and other par­
ents." she said. 

"Thls year we eveo 
had three Iam.tlles who 
came from Adelaide !or 
the fortnlght, wllich 
shows just how far 
people are prepa.red to 
travel to get. ad\"ice. 

"The autlstic associa­
tion in New Zealand 
scnt observers to the 
first play school and 
now run one them­
selves." 

Dr Curtis expla1ned 
that the whole scheme 
was sponsored by the 
Apex Clubs of North­
Eastern Victorla. Re­
cently, the CWA of 
Victoria donated $4000 
to the scheme. 

"Tbe ťharitable pub­
lic ls well ahead or Gov­
ernment departments 
in seeing- the need &nd 
helpinr to meet it," 
said Dr Curtis. 

"The trcatable nature 
of auti:m1 is only just 
beginning to be recog­
nised. Formerly, autis­
tlc ch1ldren were just 
Jeft on the scrap heap." 

The !\tansfield Autis­
tic Play School associa­
tion has made two 
films cn autism. 

Dr Curtls has llSO 
written a booket tltled 
The Autlstic Infant at 
Home. 

The price is soc. plus 
postage, and tbc bOok­
let is available !ľom 
The Southem Centre. 
St. Andrew's Pres­
byterian Church Hall, 1 

582 B a 1 c o m b e Rd., 
Black Rock, 3193. 


