Soil Authority chief

By JOHN PARRY

T'S "too early” to know if farmers would lose

I out under the recent

moves to absorb the Seil

Conservation Authority under the umbrelio
of the Land Protection Service.

.3‘._-*‘ }
The “C% whe ‘quiet
schiever of statutory

suthorities. was abo-
lshed last year as part of
the Sisle Government's
rationalisation of depart-
ments serving rural Vie-
toria
Fieid stafl have been
rransferred 12 18 regional
divisions of the Land
Protection Service under
the umbrella of the De-
paniment of Conserva
ton, Forests and Lands
Mr? i
mnteritn, resources to soll
conservation are down
but it's @ guestion of
what comes out of the
new. deparument
“Theyl still get sup-
art from regionsl offices
ut resources avallable
will be = question of
priorities determined by
regional managers
whether its forestry,
lands or any number of
the aspects of conserva-
tion
One of the SCAs major
achievements has beecn
its land use determina-
tion studies which have
mg chil:r path
wide: range

of conflicting issues on
land use

=In multi-use areas the
pressures on land use ure
EDOTMOUS

*I'think it i& essential
that they continue and
remain divorced [rom
the litical arens. But
iust how they will be
handled under the new
depurtment is another
question™.

His ‘response to the
lower profile given to soll
conservation in Victoria
at a time when all other
States are boosting sup-
port and the federal Gov-
ernment 1S commitied 1o
the National Sgil Con-
servation Program is
simply that the State has
an oblization under the
national program 1o
maintain funding in real
terms gt current jevels

The fundamental prob-
lem Is in the erosion of
the rural political base

“The clear message for
soll-conservationists is o
convince city and urban
people that some of thepr
maoney needs Lo be spent
on protecting the pro-
duction capacity of
agricultural lands

Search

“Economists genetally
have Wil interes! in lanc
OCeQracalon of BOu 085 -
cept where the soltions are
economically atiractive.

“Whete we get techniques
tnal are easily semonstrated
as cos! eflectve, such as
iaser Jeveling, minimum ik
lage. landnolders. readily
agopt tham =

“But in the search for long

speaks out

ierm solutions 10 problams
line dyland anz ingation
salinity, problems tha! have
Oeveicped over 2 long time
ihe conventiona! cost-benefi
analysis often goes not work
*it is here the supor of
nis and tha com-
munity in general is needad
1o develop and fund long-
range posdcies

N the positive
side he soys the
national soil
conservation program
is off to o good svart,
"It wucked off with §1 mil-
kor. foliowec by 54 milion
last year and hopatuily it wit
;“é,.-" leas! that much this

“The recent gecision of the:

Ausirakan Agncultural Coun-
¢l 1o go ahead win the

the restorabon snd manage-
ment of caichmants in hyc-
roiogical baiance from the
iop ¢ Ine walershed 10 its
outtall at sea level.

“We have mapr problems
still w0 tapkie lor exampie
ciose 10 Meioourne. the Yar-
ra-ang the Manpyrnong Rwv-
ers dump 600,000 tonnes of
sill into Pon Phillip Bay every

“Ang the Meklon Resarvos
which supplies the Werribee
irrigahon aisingt nas iost 25-
30 per cent of its Capacity
through . sitation

“Alo! ol the problems were
caused in the earty days. bug
the restoralion program the

nas swaned neads

€ They'll

support from regional
offices but resources
available will
question of priorities
determined by
regional managers —
whether its forestry,
lands or any number
of the aspects of
conservation. ,

still get

be a

— ALEC MITCHELL

phase ©f natonal parks 1§
over

It happened over 3 period
whan envimmomanta’. poitical
and community opimon 1a-
vored i

“| woulc think that the rate
of expansion would be very
much less in future becauvse
ihe parks have 1o a large
exient been se! asgs

“My view IS Ihat it s Deller
1o eave lend which has a
whole range ¢! options mn 2
fiexiple form of land use sc
that decisions couid be mage
in future”

He says the concept of &
land Dank. or uncommitiec
|nd, is sound because it s
prasumpiuous of @ cumrent

10 be cominued and |
ated”
On gaknity prodlems of the
Murray Valley, the
'm:lrom-:a probiems  are

1 Sod Conse

ST

FABRIC

ATIONS

FARM SHEDS
GARAGES

*Wider choice of slancard sizes-up 1o 16 high
unlimited

= 50 chp: span
* Zncalume

enctn

and stong angle iron

trames 100 Strengin and Curabity

Councii s & major atheve-
men! 25"t gves Soii-oon-
SeTVaton the recognition &l
Iederal level il-nas ackedup
wntilt now”,
Mt Mitche? the
: regas 3
soll conservation -as the
Bulhority's major  achigva-
maent

Ciosely allied has been the
involvamen! of ial
through ' disirict
commttess
“This tarmer involvement
kept the authorty 00 B DYaCt-
©nl..gown 10 eann footing™.

He sa ihe catchment

APOFGACcT Mealy serled with
Emdor.k in the sary 1660s.

Mr Michell says There is
no doubt thet thé muthondy
has gone s ok weil “But the

sgvisory

3, he Says
Tna Dig OECUSSION oWt

<5 where OC you cspose of

Balne grounc water?,

“1 think it is critical 1o look
a! the leasability of piping &
siurty 1D tne sea

" Fears

“Technically. It 18 leasibie
ot s & matiar of cost and
how 'much the community is
prepared 10 pay

"in &l of thes isCUSSION On
s0i conservation the key
Weue is thal land remains
POTUCUVE N DETPEILITY Dro-
wvided you don! aliow i o

Tuming 1o farmers {ears
that proguctive tand witr con-
tnue 1o be hived oft ior parks

and reserves, -Mr Miched,-

believe the -expansionary

o be
fang for @l purposes tor all

24'x12'x7"
24'x18'x7",

—_

B ——

‘Join new body’
plea to farmers

FARMERS ore being urged to join the newly

formed Soil
Yictorio.

Conserovtion Associotion of

The association, born out of a decp concern by

the stafl of the

disbanded Soil Conservation

Authority that soil conservation was josing its
political and community base, alms Lo encourage
the witde use and conservation of sail
Foundation chairman of the association is the
retiring chairman of the SCA, Alev Mitchell

“We will aim

Lo inerease government and

community awareness of the critical need for
proteciing soil and waler resources for future

generalions.

“This will be done by improving communics-
tions between urban and rural communities, by
encouraging development and implementation of

long range policies. encouraging researci.

re-

viewing land use policies and activities and
providing a forum through which members can
share practical experiences in soil conservation

and erosion control.

"Proposal is also being considered that we form
the Soil and Water Conservation Association of

Australia.”

Mr Mitchell said.

Funds from the now defunct Seil Canservation

Authority

Stafl Association (SCASA will be

transferred to the new association

Peoplr from all ever Victoria are being invited
1o join the association. Membership is 510 and
information is available from the secretary, Suite

302, Clunies Hoss House, 181 Roval Parade,
Parkville.
tme, "It mignt be that 0 o an approach like the Aus-

SOMe areas now setaside as
parks may have 10 be reas-
sessec i 1Al is the need of
the community at the time.

That of course assumes a
change 10 a8 more practcs
conservalion approach

*I's my impression tha!
there

Fecognising that there are

two disting! groups — thal

producer conservationist
and the sgreserver con
SHTVENCNST — | Tenk Ihere 5
oot for both

is @ change coming
iNo  conservation GrOURS,

Ihars 10 ot mem
| | about soit ang soll loss

tralign Conservation Found-
a0 used 1o retiect Detore 1
became preservalonis! ana
polictically orentalec

"We néec o stress e
pont thal goog lanc man
agemeni i GoOd Conserva
tion

*it's just unforunaie for the
Country B B whole that &
Cily-urban popuialion can get
vory emolional about such
thungs as ihe seal posulation
{n Greenlanc, but f 18 very
emolrve
Mr

“Hopelully n will got back J | \Michal sasd

FARM SHEDS
— GARAGES

STOCK CLEARANCE
LAST CHANCE TO BUY AT THESE PRICES

ALL PRICES WILL INCREASE AT THE END OF THE MORTH

$610
$1135

CHECK THESE FEATURES:

* Dwect fromdaciony phces
Choice of Titra-Dor .or swing 000rs Included

#* All terrain Category 2

* Structural angle frame

+* Titador on all sizes to 8" high

- +* Spouting and downpipe

* Side door and louvre window

% All hardware supplied

* Lysaght 26 gauge cladding

* Plans for council

* Easy 1o follow erection in-
structions

Poral rames Budiable 40 20
Well erec! &t economical rales  Tequirec

UNBEATABLE VALUE

20012x7.. ki e
25'!15:.?-\... foe s SRR TR

# No hidden extras
* We supply everything

$4195
$4680

40'%30'%x10'
40'%20'x12'
502512 ...
A0X30'x12°.

ms*rmltrrons
m‘rm "6Us B!MP‘ 1'!-31'

INSTANT QUOTE HOTLINE
(03) 5604322

2 Rosemuary Cil..Mulgrove
+Ph. 5604322
10 Hediord Rd.

ABOVE PRICES APPLY DNLY WHILE CURRENT STOCK LASTS
~ UNBEATABLE VALUE '
CHECK OUR FEATURES AND COMPARE
SAVE WHILE THESE SPECIALS LAST

Limited stock of
new Land Rovers
available -at
old prices but
Be Quick!!
fer finishes 27/4/85.

CONTACT THE STRUCTURAL EXPERTS:

Winston Steel (Vic.) Pty. Ltd.

103 Greens Road, Dandenong, 3175
Tel. 793-5688

3170

: Sunshine
Ph. 311-7788. AH 232-8274 .

206 Whitehorss Rood, Nmm
LMCT 541 Aner Hours 5238287

WEFETTY oo






