Sacking sparks off attack on

chairman, Dr Ron Grose, hos sparked a scothing

THE recent removal o{ Victorian Forests Service

attack on the direction of forestry policy in Victoria
from one of Australic’s leoding foresters, Professor E.P.

Bochelard.

Dr Grose was re-
moved from office eariy
in May. No formal

ublic statement has

e¢n made on the
transfer.

Speaking at a dinner
to farewell to the form-
er chief forester, Prol
Bachelard said Dr
Grose had been re-
moved against his will
from the position to
which he had devoted
muech of his profession-
al life

He had gained the re-
spect ol his professtonal
coliengues nationally
and Internationally

“1 belleve event
which bought us here
tonight is the resull of
ac attack on
Lhe foresiry profession
initiated in the early
19707

Pro!. Bachelard said
all the multiple uss
practices carred out by
the Forests Commis-
sion aince {ts inception
were in of be
demolished @t the
whim of people who
have no knowledge or
appreciation of the
thoushttul lieation
of foresters to both for-
est conservation and
wm production.

And for what?.

“There Is not & sker-
rick of evidence for the
exaggeratod claims by,
the ‘new breed' of con-
servationists of penma-

nent environmental
damage caused by for-
est operations.”

“l am sick and tired
of feeling qualms and
unease when [ advo-
cute the virtwes and
necessily of wood pro-
duction and multipie
use of farests.

dictatorial mwa'
Imperative

“It Is imperative that
the profession and the
public be clearly in-
formed of the forest
policy being adopted
by the current \"iﬂm-
{an Government and of
the social and econo-
mic implications of
that policy.

“We want to know
whether any forester,
‘chief or otheérwise, who
believes in balanced
use — meluding weod

has
piace in Victoria's {or
est service.”
The professor said
the fact that Victoria

breed of conservation-
ists could express such
interest.and concern for
preservalion, was =z
monument to the mui-
Upie use policies of the

RUSTER

FABRICATIONS

commission and 11s
officers, given the
appalling state of the
forests at the time they
came under their
chnrgr:

"1 reject the assump-
tion t Lthe licies
advocated by the Aus-
tralian Comr\ ation
Foundation have popu-
lar public support.

g am convineed the
mass of the uninvplved
public have no
appreciation either of
the policies or their im-
plications.”

ROF. Batche-

lard soid the

institute .of
Foresters of Austro.
lio rejected the
plulosopby under-
lying AC

tunately this had led to
his sacking

He sald foresters had
responded positively to
the \'ummﬂrm con-
cerns expressed since
the early 19705 and had
endeavored to meet
legitimate demands as
responsibly ‘as they
could

“We have @ttempted
u rational dialogue with
people who have per-
ccjved dilferent-

and we nhave modi-

Bed our practices sub-
stantially to- meet
changing needs.

*The vast majority of
concerned .conserva-

“tionists are—-such -
‘people. -

forestry policy

unpalatable fact that it
was facing an implac-
able opponent which
must be fought with ali
the energy the

sion

tion, it will not hr.re
been in vain

@ There is ot a
skerrick of
gvidence for the
exagperated
claims hy the
‘new breed of
conservationists
of permanent
environmental
damage caused

-3y forest

“me. Bnﬂl&rﬂ said

cloria 4 proud

history in forestry.
Since the i

of aettlement, Vie-

toria's forests came

under intense

lems the major one
being fire protection
Its success in this area
has been of overwhelm-

ing importance in for-

esl conservation

THER difficul-

ties were the

preponder-
ance of moture ond
overmoture trees in
the mountoins ond in
estoblishing re-
generation in the
toothill ond plain for-
asts.

forester,

Of eritical import.
ance was that Victoria
had insufficient forest
area reserved for future
wood production

In 1939 the Commis-
sion's priorities were
dramtically disrupted
by bushfire and then by
the war which casused
unprecedented de-
mand on forests.

Later came the press-
ure of the post-war
hous. boom. On top
of all , the commis-
sion had since its incpe-
tion been happy to ca-
ter for public recreaticn
and undertook this
task in spite of Govern-
ment apathy.

“It is ironje that in
Victoria as elsewhere,
Government policy has

€ We want to know whether any
chief or otherwise, who
believes in balanced use —
including wood production — of
the native forests has a place in
Victoria's forest service. 9

— Prof. E.P. Bachelard

always given priority to
wood production — the
multiple use and con-
servation practices
which did ocour were &t
the urging of the com-
mussion itself

“It is littie wonder
Victorian loresters
reacted with hurt be-
wilderment to the
viciousness of the
attacks made upon them
and their policies, parti-
cularly by the lunatic
fringe of the conserva-
tion movement,” he said.

— JOHN PARRY.
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