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Anger vented: mountain caltlemen protes! the ban on high country grazing earlier this year.

Cattlemen

call grants
‘an insult’

By MEGAN
McHAUGHT
MOUNTAIN  cattlemen
say they have been “'in-
sulted” by a $200,000
Victorian Government
grant to celehrate the his.
tory of high country graz-
ng.

substitote for 3 lost history
after the Government
banned alpine grazing.

President Doug Treas-
ure said the funding only
served to increase cattle-
men's frustration.

**On ane hand the Gov-
ernment tells us our hen-
tage isn't imporant by
taking away our grazing
rights and rejecting the
Federal Government's

$15 million proposal.
Then they give us l.hu

Doug Treasure

A ——— Ty
Mt Buller High Country
Festival will receive
$17.500, the Man From
Snowy River Bush Fes-
tival will receive $27,500
and the Mountain Cattle-
men's Association of Vie-
voria Annual Get-Together
will receive $5000.

The festivals aro all
community events thut
will help keep alive the
importance of cattlemen,
Mr Treasure said.

money o celeb
history,"" he said.

“It is quite insulting.”

The grant is designed to
commemorate the "life
and times'" of alpine cat-
tlemen and will fund three
events over four years.

Each year the Mansfieid

H . be said, now
that graring was no loager
allowed, the events would
play an important role in
commemorating & parnt of
Victorian history,

"“We are pimed 1o get

recognises our historical
significance,” he said.

“The Government still
has blood on their hands
after what happened a few
months ago and now they
are trying to win votes.""

Shadow agriculture
minister Philip Davis de-
scribed the funding alloca-
tion as ““lghable,"

**Prior to May this year,
families wero able to visit
the high country and ex-
perience the uniquely
Australian  tradition of
mouniain catllemen mus-
tering stock.” Mr Davis
said.

“Now visitors will no
longer have the chance to
experience this. [nstead,
mountain cattlemen  will
be ‘remembered’ through
festivals and celebrations,
effectively making them
into an Australinn myth,
like the Bunyip, mther
than a part of contempo-
mary society,”

Tourism minister John

log said the
festivals would keep alive
the imporance of the

By STEPHEN COOKE

GROWERS will be delivering
the first of the winter wheat crop
this week, bt still do not know
how much more they will pay
for rail freight.

AWB spokesman Peter
McBride said there had been
talk of a 10 per cent rate rise in
Victoria and NSW, but no
announcemert bad been made,
despite the fact the Ouyen depot
should open this week.

Victorinn Parmers Federation

But be said Pacific Nationul
and GrainCorp had not yet
reached an agrecment.

“I can't understand why ne-

Freight rafes
still unknown

gotiations aren’t complete be-
tween GrainCorp and Pacific
National,"” he said.

Grain industry analyst Mal-
colm Bartholomacus said he
believed AWB had set its freight
rates for the season last Friday,

“AWEB will be adjusting its
freight rates at various sites and
this should take place dunng the
next week,”" he said.

*“There will be some minor
variations on the mies that AWB
have used until now,"

Mr Hastings said a mie nise
for the harvest starting this week
would be another bitter blow for
farmers.

"“They already face poor
wheat prices and mnsing foel
costs,"” he said.

“Qur insurance agent
doesn’t get cross when we
ring him after hours.”

Local Insurance for Rural Producers
“We changed a few years ago because Peter from Elders Insurance is local
and we trust him o give us the cover we need for cur stock, vehicles, home
and contents, We don’t get polices and insurance we don’t need. And i we
need anything we just ring him op — smple as tar.”

LOCALinsurance
For over 100 years

P77

Please phone 13 LOCAL (13 5822) to connect directly to your local agent
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