FIRST GLIMPSE of Lake Tarli Karng, hidden 1 the moOuntalils ou 1iies
from Maffra, Gippsland, on the slopes of the Australian AIps. It was
photographed by one of a party of 12 senior Scouts from the 1st Albert
Park Troop, headed by scoutmaster R. G. Day, on the first. horseback ex-
pedition last week. The party was led by two cattlemen. Hiking parties
have visited the .lake before. ,




HE HIGHEST POINT reached by the e'x
edition—the summit of Mt. Wellingtdd
(5400 ft. above sea lével). One of the pal
led his- horse to the summit.




SCOUTS ON HORSEBACK
during the.12-day trip. They
J some of:the going was “a
rough.”; Some of the:

{ trouble getting their Rorses
.the.flooded Avon Rivet.

;. FROM ..A - CRUDE
‘the, Scouts - depth  the
- _Their reading
“ft.  Fifty years ago the
{was measured : at " 150°
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The site of the idfnt. The men are (L-R across back) Bill Gillio,
Rex Miller, Mﬁhc RAAF doctor, and Constable Draper.

Constable Kennedy from Briagolong is in front. (Isabelle Estoppey)
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*A BL "RHAT“'S WAY OF. |
.- LLING THINGS -
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% 1

. By‘"B?"umby' : .,‘ i‘k l
Thare was.a,. movemant at 1V)aleuclu
. and quyaa 10t of tiin, g,:i“ s
When a I;Iom “from- out: at- Wadelock:
" claimed " the Avon River. yun,
?No}.g Boh ‘#od, Rex and Wame have
= vodd thigiruir for-years; |, .
quu can: efﬁt imagine “how t.hey feltl
*,f,"_" when" J@nk pricked up his-ears. .
Now. ‘Bob . -and “Rgx and Wan{e, with :
. Paddy :and the .reat, o Vs |
Have riddﬂn to ‘Mt Welltngton,' and
Ve, ) r!gm .uﬂfo the crelt o
They ha#g driven mountam »attla.
;2. and’ bronght them- pately b.xrk
But the last -Trip‘up, theae bug}-amen }
% had one mﬁ‘n zet - ott the p.wh '
| The. horse that ‘Bob- gas 1idi,. tried
‘this ca,ttleman To~ be’at«,.. 1 -
Bi\t. fio rode hlm down e mOunta.in 1_
Y cto the boftom of thLmn '
| And there, when" me;r*did fhid hfm{
...Bob " had had a- mastyfsqillf A
"? These ; bushman-;bﬂns' J-togetnei,
2% Jike tvy fos'the 'wall, ™2 -, .-
.Add ‘tHey "came and madé‘ a. CAMp |
. there, whe"l"o Bob' find had his fall.
‘Then they* tﬂeﬁ to make hfl;n comf}.
. altd they id a’darned good job,"
Then Rex saldy “I'll stay, with him.|
3 Jonesy, g0 and get. theétmob,”
Now,-Jonesy‘is a stelpling,/and he's
worked for‘ Hex for. years. Lg ¥
And - he's leamed thbse ‘bushmen's

-

| 3
.

!1

. tadtics, "andy obOYsethqn wlthopt
2 feArd, - .. . e PE. 4




i1y VUG wUU TOUO -1 - mOptmght,,»ttll
. at daybreak ~down_ ‘the plaln;, ﬁ;
Ho ‘could seq’ them in. the dfsfancé -
Rex's . homestead .once_ agaln e
iThen he ‘got ‘ﬂie bOyn togo“thar. and
. . he made it pretty main
That & tast tifp back fo Wemngton
would sav:e Bob somg pain 5 ik
‘Then they got, an Afr Force . doc;o:,
.and a pabty blg and -strong; "’
Who ]ntended when they got . ther
“.to bring poor Bob along. ', ';;_
Now. the place wherg Bob, went aver'
.18 ‘a_very -stéep. raviné' et
F,rom the bottom to the. ton of ‘1t is
Afeet, just seventeon.p .g
Now, tho doctor did:a good job and
he” patphed him. up outslde, £ 61
"Then they “piit 'him “on. 'a horse again
'. to have another rlde I P,
Through the --rough anﬂ hill country
. back.again he weﬂt ai 1pst,.
Till they - landéd up,. on rtop asaihu
; where he'd- been in the- past, . =
Nov. the _place whero B\h\want.,of’a"
" they, have called it “‘Goldle’*h

Faun 'f-‘-_. i ’i ,:..« 1
Bué he la made ot good stu,ff. and .{’
te]l'you .that. afn't-all, ';-";,;??*
'rhen “they ‘set. tox- worlw’;ozetherg,t
;+. make g Jandl!lg r&r “gupTané; v, X
Then'd pilot, namerof Hép ﬂrn. i g n
* *“Hudson- tried, yhp cloth./ KTAT Btk
But he turned -and went a?&y anln
. and 6ame 'hack in"a-Moth, "
Now. he made darned good- landlng
“aftér e had: tried. ad’aln. ik,
Then they put Béb ‘in the puot: o/ sonls
then' he took ° off aealn T M
iﬂow peopre thls lh hlstor& ahd Y

lhf

. say it ofce- aaa_tgg____, .

e — —— ——— -




A large somer party at Miller’s Hut.. Note the original
hark roof with the substantial supporting log framework.
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MUSTERING—
 USING SKIS

It was a snow covered trek for three
district bush men when they brought 140
cattle out of the Moroka Valley.

—

Owner of the cattle
was - Mr Andrew Es-
toppey, Briagolong.

Horses would have been

useless, and would have
floundered in the foot
of snow.

Making the trek with
Mr Estoppey was Dargo
grazier. Mr Jack Treasure
and district dingo trap-
per, Clive Hodge.

Usually at the start of

Winter | Mr  Estnppey
brings | the cattle down
from the valley, about

through the Summer.
But his Briagolong pro-
perty, 35 miles away was

scorched bare by the
March bush fires.

The |cattle were kept
in the: high counry for
as long as possible, but
an early fall of snow

trapped them, |

Mr Jack Treasure de-
scribed the fall as un-
usually heavy for the val-
ley—a foot or so, he told
a reporter from The
Age,
After waiting a week for
the thaw which didn't
1come, the trio set out in
a Land Rover, going

through the wild country.

4000 ft. on the Great Di-|
vide, where they fatten|

[

The Moroka River was
frozen over, with six to
eight inches of ice on top!
—enough to have ridden a
horse across.

The trip back was slow.
it took from a Sunday to
Tuesday to cover about
four miles. The -cattle
were very weak, and had
to be shepherded  very
carefully.

On low ground, the cat-
tle were fed and spelled for
a week, then moved to Mr
Estoppey’s farm another 30
miles away.
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THREE MEN experienced bitter cold conditions to get cattle to Briago-
long from .the snow-clad Moroka Valley. Two of the trekkers are.
seen on the hard — frozen Moroka River — s R




Bill Gillio was a renowned bushman, a
First World War soldier, and a great axe-
man, and this hut is a monument to his

skill

Jack Treasure and Clive Hodge at the Moroka hut.
-l - & Winter came early that year and in deference to Andy Estoppey’s
.‘ ‘ advanced age they were there to help him muster.
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K e THE Wonnangatta Valley, one of the most beautiful,
isolated and regions in Victoria, has claimed it
. share of victims. The notorious ‘Widowmaker” (above), i
the heart of the Wonnangatta Valley, has tested the
3 i * courage and of many four- drive but
IN MEMORY OF | |" in 1983 two. ddn'tﬁrcmﬂtbctﬂe. years
MARK BOXER “ | Department desavaum adEnwmnent ngers
AND HIS BIANCEE | have wamed campers not to. attempt to m n.
ROBYNNE OGLEBY & . | ‘Widowmaker’, however many have ignored the
WHO DIED ON THE %IST OCTOBER {045 Ay toaDCE ﬂ:ewmmCRobym
WHEN THEIR FOUR WHEEL DRIVEVEHICLE 1 B2 fan'wbedeﬁweasberm
LSRR IVR el PRI TV VSRS | continued up the hill. However, he failed to go much
MAY THEIR TRAGIC DEATHS SERVE maﬂdmmmm&wm i

TO MAKE US ALL MORE AWARE OF o on the way. Both were killed. The plaque Vas
A 'gtaﬂedattbefooto[tbe‘ﬂﬁdowmka'zﬁathe' en

THE UNAPPARENT DANGERS INCUKR
ENVIRONMENT, & : -r-asamm:dartootberswboattmptadmmtetbe mb
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A WALK TO Mt WELLINGTON :
CHRISTMAS 1944
by Eric Coles

Eric first wrote for the Bulletin in 1990 (No. 65); he described his life
in this district and told of his love of the mountains. We have obtained
a copy of a report he wrote of the trip in 1944 on which he guided
members of the Melbourne Women's Walking Club. You'll be pleased
to know that the 'Reta’ mentioned below was to become his wife.

During the morning of 23rd December, 1944, there was great
bustle on the property of Mr Andy Estoppey of Briagolong. Every-
one was busy as kerosene cases were packed with food, and equip-
ment and swags were rolled into wheat bags. Horses were brought in

and pack saddles fixed upon them. After lunch the packs were
loaded on the horses and everything was ready.

Ready for what? Sixteen members of the Melbourne Women's
Walking Club were about to undertake an eight days' walk over the
Moroka Valley and Mt Wellington. The leader, Miss Reta Conder,
and assistant leader, Miss R. Fraser, had arrived the evening before
to supervise the packing.

Andy Estoppey, with his two assistants, Archy Timbs of
Briagolong and Eric Coles of Newry, acted as guides and packers,
and rode their own saddle horses. That afternoon they drove the
quieter packhorses and led the more obstreperous ones up to the
cabin and clearing at Wauk Wauk, a distance of ten miles north of
Briagolong. It was an imposing cavalcade of fourteen horses al-
together. On arrival, one of the packhorses bolted up the clearing,
tossing off all the packs, but was finally caught.

24th December was fine and sunny. Led by the writer, a start
was made up Estoppeys track from Wauk Wauk at 8.30am. Owing to
some of the packhorses playing up, some wanting to return home and
one bucking and throwing off its pack, the party had to wait at the
top end of Wauk Wauk for three quarters of an hour.

A long climb and the descent of a steep spur to New Place
Creek brought a welcome break for lunch. Another long climb was
later made over a high ridge and down to Valencia Creek, and after a
brief rest another climb, not very high but fairly long, led to Big Flat



on the left branch of the same creek, where camp was made for the
night - fifteen miles for the day. Here it was peaceful and calm.
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25th December Though hobbled, the majority of the pack-
horses had worked their way a long way up the creek, causing a delay
in starting. The walkers, however, set off half an hour before the
horses, which caught up on the steep climb to Moroka Valley. The
high wind of the morning died down at mid-day when the Moroka
Valley was reached - a distance of seven miles. : .

This pretty valley was smiling in pleasant bracing sunshine.
Camp was made near the stockyards and after lunch the girls busied
themselves preparing dinner. Later a jolly time was had by all at the
delicious and substantial Xmas dinner, followed by a sing song round
a huge camp fire.

26th December A start was made at 9am in lovely sunshine for
Millers hut on Mt Wellington via Trig Hill (5,365'). This was a very
beautiful part of the trip. The track winds up the Moroka Valley
passing through parklands of white sally gums and finally rises
steeply up the grassy ridge on which, further south, stands Trig Hill.

It was on this steep sidling track that an unbalanced pack
several times slipped round on a packhorse which was being led.
There were scenes of fast action as all the men struggled with the
roaring and plunging horse which had dislodged packing cases and
top load.

A pause for lunch was made at a spring near the Trig, which
was later climbed by the party, who stayed for some time admiring
the magnificent panorama which lies spread out on all sides. The
party moved down the track and arrived at the hut in the middle of
the afternoon, having covered a distance of nine miles for the day.

27th/28th December These two days were spent in sight seeing
and were blessed with lovely weather. The first day was taken up
with a trip down Gillies Track to Lake Tarli Karng, where the
reflections from the surrounding slopes gave the still water the colour
of dark green glass. Lunch was enjoyed beside the tarn, after which
some of the party made a circuit of the lake and admired the falls at



S arty Spion Kop and admire ,;,he' westefn p ra.ma,' L
: p"t%]‘f:iuc?::d sigit of’ apwedge tailed eagle gliding as'it came ﬁlos:‘&“'
under the peak.? In the afternoon‘the “party. went to Lake Lookou

niear the Sentinel on the Big Hill:#'The Take nestles like a small emer~ .
ald almost hidden among the folds of the mountains. On’ a fine day A
this is a scene of solemn splendour, from the grim brooding Sentinel * = -
~across the sweeping hollow of the tﬁrm elhngton Basin to the grand-
~walls of the: Dividing Range on the western*‘skyhne.‘ﬁeWe;&then,,pro--;
| . ceeded to-Gable End and .admired the southern panorama:;_rom ‘th
top of the 700 cllffs before returning to the hut. - i i
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o R "“P 29th December Some of the crowd climbed the rid e to the east =~

& *of the hut in the faint light of dawn and watched the sun rlse. from

- the sea over the shining Gippsland Lakes and the distant plains.

- There is something enchanting about the soft creeping light of" the
dawn in the high country, the silence and the. stirring chilly breeze. -

oo At 9am the cavalcade left Millers Hut on the journey. south—
| wards twenty-three miles to Golden Point. * Lunch time at Connollys
0 Soak (a mere patch of wet mud) afforded no water,“- _but" e

. little;e of this necessity had been brought along. s S s '- ' o
-~ - .- We then proceeded along the rough" ‘track of theuanorback,‘;
hortle - - with its pretty views to east and west and ‘down" Purgatornypursto&
'-‘__‘_‘ - Little River. ‘The billy was boiled beside thc“clear,pools atbghq’foot.-,
st *f:._ of the spur, but the Little River had ceased [ to run.5:We . cnmped for { i s
iz the. nlght ‘at Golden Point, where the hut was ‘occupied by cattlemen:_ T
P -;a., who_were taking beasts up to “The Mount", as Wellin rgton is locally = " it
o known.‘-’-‘gThax evening they entertained the party, with tales of the‘.%ﬁ‘ g
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R 30tk Debber
. lovely colourful Avon Gorge. It was originally,

‘ing_for trouble to try to hold the. horses 1
“decided to push on to Wombat Flat beside th
late m thgﬁvening ‘when we got there. i)

"- ‘7‘ - i }3 ‘W.'E'“ 3 v _ =
_--t‘t- i 313: December The morning was

T at Bnagolong,-

Snowgum

% "At Bam we Féft‘fo-t’he V%7
* journey, a distance of twenty-six miles to;,}Nombat Flat, down the

*~ ~ Huggets clearing, but the country was in the‘"grl p of the worst known
drought, and as there was no grass or water at Huggets, it was look-

erc. 3

%ﬁhgwt section of the

tended to camp at

It was therqforc-

b sﬁent bgthmg in the river <y
esting. After lunch the last etght milos were, qovcrcd to the A
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Pilots Bob Lansbury (left) of Bairnsdale and Ben Buckley of Benahxbra conducted t.h
| first operational firebombing flights in 1967. Their pioneering efforts were recognisec
ofﬁcially with plaques presented to both men by Mxmster for Conservatlon and Emn

ronment, Mr Barry Pullen. (See story)

——————



Victoria has been
at the leading edge in
aerial
since the day 26 years
ago when a firebomb-
ing run made aviation
history, the Conserva-
tion and Environment
Minister, Mr Barry

Pullen " said . on
Wednesday at a cere-
mony - at Snowy
Ran ge.

Aenal “firebombing 8
was still in its infancy - .
from what was -then
..the Forests ;Commis- "

overseas . when - "the

two * contract ' “pilots,.

took oﬂ' from Benam
bra in February 1967
for Australm 8. first..
operatlonal use of the

techmcg:.f‘

'the _breakthroug
when - he presented

flaques to. the two pi-:}
ots < involved, - ‘Ben i

Buckley, .of Benam

bra, and Bob:; Lans-
b of Balrneciale R

“presentation

took place at Snowy \
Rang'e, north of Licola'.
- victoria's... High ...

Country dunn'gh
trainin day and dem-

onstration of the Con-

gervation' & Environ-
ment - Department's
latest aeri firefight-

ing techniques and

firefighting

len honored (1?

- land are
- greatest ..

A

equipment.

"Victoria has come
a long way in aerial
firefighting since the
day when Ben Buck-
ley and Bob Lansbury
took off in their Piper
Pawnee light . planes
from Benambra with
loads of fire retardant
and successfully con-
trolled, a .- - remote
blaze," Mr Pullen. -

- gaid.

"Ground “crews
-sion had to dnve and -
“-walk for seven hours
_to.get to the fire, and
- rather than havmg to .
fight a raging bush--
ﬁre found -that’ only -
Nthe - -mopping : up was.
leﬂ:to do. ;. S A b
42This: was- an"Aus-'j.:

trahan first; and Vic-

toria - still; ieads ‘the*

way s ‘with*; research,

eguipment and tech '
m ues J ? il
o-day, Vlctonans

s)«a»

can have. every-confi- .
..dence that their. na- |
a .. tional .parks,: State
; forests and pubhc K
gwen the

protection
possible . from . fire
with the use of heli-

copters, light planes




land computer assess-
l ment and forecasting.

Expert firefighters
. flights. The

'lere ~on standby
throughout the sum-
‘mer. months, and
crews airlifted to rug-
ged and remote fires
can ' rappel to the

ground or get out of a -

helicopter through the

“hover exit technique.
:The -immediate re- "

‘sponse time of aerial -

ﬁreﬁghtmg allows the i

: Department to attack -

‘and 11m1t their Junpact §

_ q_n the environment.
- " "Aerial firebombing

weapon in our fire-

‘fighting methods, al-

‘though the technique
‘has been significantly
‘refined and the equip-
‘ment and aircraft up-
‘graded since the day a
~quarter of a century
ago when Victoria pio-
‘neered ' the tech-
.nique,"
'sald

'was_fitting that the
.anniversary was
.marked . at Snowy
Range. which at 5,300
feet . is Australia's
h1ghest airstrip and

.the Minister. |
" Mr Pullen said it

2

in the same High
Country region as the
initial Benambra
Snowy
Range and Benambra
strips were set up as
Victoria's first two
firebombing bases
shortly before the
first operation.

Mr en said Vic-
toria now had a State-
wide network of 14
firebombing: -« bases
and 90 fire spotting
. towers: as part of its
* defence agamst bueh-""-
fires. = :

- "Victoria is one of iﬁ,

_ Wthe most fire prone re-

is_ still a frontline Q\moms in the world, '

and the Department
is responsible for pro-
tecting « about seven |

Viand 8 S hAIP: million’;

hectares * of public
land - a third of the
State,” he said.

"The fleet of planes
and helicopters at the
Department 8 disposal .

" represents one of the
+ most  versatile, com-.. .

prehenslve and cost- .
effective ; firefighting

" aircraft collections in

‘the world, and we
have the management
.and the training to
‘use 1t to best advan-

tage.”




Craig's Hut Mt. Stirling




' back to th: 1860s.
The isolated
station, in the moun-
tains  above Licola,
has been sold by Bob
Gilder, ironically, to
the cattlemen’s arch
enemy — the Conser-
vation, Forests and
Lands Department,

Cattle grazing has been
banned on the 445 ha.
property, and Conserva-
tion, Forests and Lands
Minister Mrs Kimer has
been quoted as  saying
that when grazing leases
totalling 40,000 ha, ex-
pwe at the year's end,
they will not be renewed.

Wonnangatta  station
| will become national park,
jomning vast arcas of park-
land which surround it.

There 1s some conso-
lation for those who have
not yet seen the station
— the department will
still. allow bush walkers,
four wheel drivers and
horsenders into the area.

The station was first
settled in 1861 by an
Amencan, Olver Smith,
his wife Ellen and her son
Harry.

He had first been lured
'to the area by gold pros-
pecting, but siw the val-
ley's potential us a cattle
un.

They built a <lab home-
stead at the junction of
the Conglomerate Creek

' THE last of the Wonnangz'itta Static
cattle will be sold at auclion today in
Heylield, ending a tradition which goe:

The property had sev-
cral owners since ther,
including o syndicate,
which ran leaseholds iz!z
conjunction  with the i
property.

It was sold by the Guy !
family to Bob Gilder, u!'l
Glenfalloch, n 1970.

Its colorful lustory -
cluded a double murder
1917 to 1918, when |
station  manager  James
Barclay and cook Joh
Bamford were murdered. |

That murder remains
unsolved to this day. |

The last Wonnangatta
muster recently touk
place, rounding up the
last of the 350 three-year- |
old Angus and Hereford
bullocks which will be |
offered in Heyfield's
annual  mountain cattl |
sale, |

Involved in the muster
were  head  stockmian !
Trevor Archer, of,
Newry, Anthony Higgins, |
Glencairn, Fehix Blayney, |
Myrtlebank, and David'
Hynd, Maffra. E

David Hlynd has taken |
part in the last three
musters and said he hiid |
been pleased to take part
i a muster which bl
ended o chapter in the |
history  al \\'l)nnilngil:i.i‘
Station. -
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BILL GILLEO

Bill Gilleo was born and, apart from service
during the war, spent all his life near Briagolong.
His mother died when he was young, and he was
associated with the Estoppey family from a very

early age. He enlisted in the 1st A.LLF. in the First
World War, and served overseas, probably in
France. He is credited with saving the life of another
local, Billy Reeves, there. Suffering from shrapnel
wounds to the neck, he recovered despite being at
first passed over for medical treatment as he was
not expected to survive. He was then invalided
home.

Bill eventually obtained land up Georges Creek,
and a run around the Wellington/Moroka area, but
it was his leadership of the Victorian Government
Tourist Bureau ‘Skyline Tours’ for which he was
best-known. These organised tours, initially over
the December/January period, were personally
escorted walking trips where cattlemen such as Bill,
and later Andy Estoppey provided the pack horses
that carried all luggage and equipment. Unofficial
stories of the times also infer that as late as eleven
and twelve at night the pack horse men would be
also going back to carry the hikers who, more often
than their cattle, would ‘go down and refuse to
walk’. These tours, which began in the late 1920s,
ran until at least 1940, with Bill, Andy and a team

that often included Albie Conway and George
Maxwell taking horses at least as far as Bright to
meet groups. In time he succeeded to Henry Miller’s
title, and became the next King of Mount
Wellington.

Bill Gilleo was known as a bushman. He cut

the original Gilleo’s Track down Riggall’s Spur into

Tarli Karng as a result of a tourist grant obtained
by Jim Kelly and Rex Miller. After Bill's death
another route was cut in to the lake and named
Gilleo’s Track in memory of him. In 1946 he and
Andy Estoppey, assisted by Arch Timbs and Eric
Bateson built the Moroka log hut, replacing an
earlier one which had burnt down. He was also
associated with the construction of the Briagolong
RSL log cabin, and both are monuments to his well-
known skill with an axe. Bill did not marry, and
spent the last years of his life living at the
Briagolong Hotel. He died in 1967 aged 75 years.

ANDY ESTOPPEY

Henry Miller and Bill Gilleo have both, in turn,
been called the King of Mount Wellington, and so
Andy deserves the title of King of the Moroka. He
was born in 1906 near Briagolong, the son of
Ferdinhand Estoppey and Isabella nee Wishart, both
of Swiss extraction. The family was then living at
what many now know as Peter Black’s place. His
father later built at Culloden and the family moved
there. Andy initially ran a few cattle in the bush
there, but first went up top with the Treasure ‘boys’




/

in 1927. He bought the Meek farm on the Freestone
at Briagolong, and named it ‘Bonnie Doon’, and ran
cattle from there in the Moroka. Along with several
other cattlemen, he also became a beekeeper. He
made his last trip into Moroka in 1982, several
months before his death in 1983, spanning a period
of 55 years.

Many names were associated with Andy
Estoppey over this time, apart from that of Bill
Gilleo. Among others that have been in there with
him were Vince Cummins and Arch Timbs. In
later years there was Johnny Pritchard, who died
around the early 1970s, aged about 38, after a car
accident. He had run in the Moroka that is now held
by David Freeman of Dargo. ‘Cooge’ Short, who
first went into the Moroka with Andy and Bill Gilleo
in 1946, when he was 14, held a run in the Valencia
himself from 1965 to 1968. He clearly remembers
that first trip in, to the just completed Moroka Hut.
Today he is saddened by the state in which he has
found it, a hut built and maintained with pride in
the best traditions of bushmanship, now despoiled
by careless visitors.

Following the death of Andy Estoppey his~
country in Moroka was transferred to Bob and Stan
Dunsmuir of Briagolong and Munro respectively.



Thesaf of the ”193 -1.3 Syl:' r, (——R) Corge Maxwell, AndyEstoppey, Bill Gilleo, Albie L3
~and D. Eunston (the cook).
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The era of the packhorses ended as it had begun with a visit to Tali K
Eight Club members, including Gretchen Fordyce who had been on the first Tnng,
travelled by Gronow’s van to Briagalong on Christmas Day 1954 and camped by
the Freestone Creek. Here they met their old friend Andy Estoppey, who had

arranged for their packhorses and guides. Early on Boxing Day a small local bus
took them up a narrow winding forest road to within walking distance of the
Moroka _H_ut, their first camp, where their guides Eric Batesop and Stewart Hair
were waiting with six packhorses, three riding horses%and’ﬁfou brown dogs. The
next day they followed a bridle track to Mt Wellington where the otherwise
lovely views were marred by a shimmering heat haze. Afterwards they walked
down the Moroka valley - the Valley of the Sky, as the aborigines called it -
and followed a track to Miller’s Hut through flowering shrubs and snow gums in
full bloom. Near the hut was a face carved in an old tree bole; green lichen for its
hair and beard gave it a most realistic look.

As only one night was to be spent at Tali Karng the guides left three of the
packhorses at Miller's Hut, and after erecting tents for the women on the shores
of the lake, returned to the hut. Eleven bushwalkers were already in camp and at
dusk a great tramping of feet heralded the arrival of 13 young Scouts. Despite
the numbers camping in a small area it was an enjoyable and peaceful night.

The following days were spent on the Wellington Plateau climbing Spion Kopje
and watching the sunset from Gable End. The long trek down Purgatory Spur
lived up to its name as the day was hot, but a swim in the Avon River at Golden
Point Hut soon revived everyone. They followed the river downstream for the
next two days cooling themselves at intervals. The track left the valley at last
and as it wound through patches of wild pink hyacinths and blue pincushions
they saw Andy Estoppey riding to meet them. He escorted them to an open
cattle truck in which they had a bumpy ride back to Briagolong. Later that night
after dining with the Estoppey family the eight walkers returned to their camp
and the last of the Club packhorse trips ended where it began, on the banks
of the Freestone Creek.



The Tali Karng — Mt Wellington packhorse trip, 1 954/55.

(Photos: Jean Blackburn)
) R

At Moroka hut; Betty Whitehand and under the hats, S’Opie and Amy Godfrey. §
1954/55. The tents belonged to the cattlemen.




Fitzgeralds Hut Destroyed by Fire

At approximately 10pm on 4 December 1991,
Fitzgeralds Hut was raised to the ground by a fire
that was bigger then the fireplace was ever intended
to cater for.

A group of school children, (13 and 14 year old
boys) were using Fitzgerald Hut as a base camp for
storing their gear and sleeping in tents around the

- hut. Another group of boys were at Wallaces and

the teachers were at Kellys. The boys were
reportedly outside the hut in their tents, when one
noticed a red glow and that the timber on the outside
of the chimney was on fire. They then opened the
door to find the hut alight.

The group was fortunate enough to rescue all
of their equipment however they were unable to
rescue anything relating to the hut such as the visitors
book (which was estimated to have 1,000 names

3 < » " 4 - " ; !hc
It is ironic that the Fitzgerald family would have been occupying the hut at the time of the fire had they

since last April) or any other item that belonged 10
the history of this building.

This traumatic experience has resulted in some
of the boys receiving counselling so they can cope
with the experience.

A letter received by the Fitzgerald family stated
that the boys were holding a ‘cake stall’ 1o raise
money. We would hope that this cake stall is an
outraging success for the cost of faithfully rebuilding
this hut will not come cheaply. The proceeds of a
cake stall would seem to be poor restitution for the
loss of a building that would have been 90 years old
next year.

Perhaps the group of boys responsible should
also be involved in the hard yacka of the actual
rebuilding? We wish the Fitzgeralds well in their
endeavour to put Fitzgerald Hut back on the map.
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BRIAGOLONG'S !

last round-up an
Monday ended in
beer and yarns.

Iieer in Alf
Hocken’s hotel, and
yarns about Briag-
olong’s rip-roaring
hey day.

The occasion was the
nusla.gic List  caltle
saleg in the small towa,
and the saiec of (he
catile yards.

Pubhican
who own s
duheq,
'llﬂla\'!
post
yards,

D T I O P P e T

Hocken.,
the veraa-

weathierbowd !
adiacent o  the
and rail cuttle
bought the lot
ek steek  and  barea
for $2000.

With  the tumbling
yards he pot 2% acres
ol road [roniage land,

Vetleran auctionecer
Churlic Stuvg, wWii0
years ago had land in-
erests  in the  area,
offered  Lhe yards on
behivif of Dilgely.

About 150 spectators,
mostly townsmen anhda
distyict  Jfarmers  wnd
emembered Lhe gouw
oid  days when  sules
were regular, perchea
on the ralls Lo see the
_yards sold.

%///Lé. woert avlol Aere B

’fj‘@ /af!/&.

/3

$500 BIDS
Charlie Stagg accept-
ed $500 Dbicds and 1
was apparent Alf Hoce-
ken would win,
Belore the yards sale.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1974

28 head of stock, &
good nuinber fewcer
than expecied, went
under the hammer at
disappointing!ly low
prices,

To add interest to

the linale, w grey Fer-

guson tractor sold for:

3345, two hens

for .

82,50, and a .saw benceh

and trailer were passed

in,

And the Red Cross
women set up a raftle
table wunder the
vecandah,

For most at
the Dbest part of the
ploomy day was the

the sale,:

pub

hour or two spent afuer !

the sale in the hotel.

It  was
round as a chapter in
Brlavolone's
LGy wWis

colonrful
resuseitile. .

drinks all

ed for an hour ov h_vu..




' old purchase sheet
= afterr the auction
care Mr Greg Lee
Snr., Mr Andy Esp-
& oppey, Mr Archie

and

R LOOKING at an|

Mr! )

Ernie Jackson. The
' sheet, owned by Mr
Lee’s father, show-
'ed that he bought?#
12 steers for a to-
tal of 47 pounds, g
and one roan bull%




Horseriders in the High Country

THE SOUTHERN CLOUD




There are at least two rescue stories concerning airmen and the mountains
to our north. This is the one from 1947.

[In antumn..] stockmen are out ‘on
Mount Wellington and neighbouring
mountains and hills, mustering cattle

. to bring them to the lower country for .

the winter months. ' It is a big

aundgrtakmg, requiring the services of
*mnany experienced cattlemen who, of
‘necessity, must be good horsemen.
~Most of them are residents.of
: Heyﬁeld or Upper Maffra.

‘On Wednesday, John Kelly, a grazier
~of Glénmaggie, was assisting in the
" muster on Mount Tamboritha, which

is near Mount Wellington. His horse '

. fell with him and he sustained severe

head injuries and a possible fracture
+ of the skull

: The scene of the accident was about
“Ahe 5,000 feet altitude, and the only
ingress and .egress by land ‘'was by

«horse tracks. Those with the injured
‘man were COnfronteq ‘with the
| problem of taking him fo receive
nmegdical attention. Aeroplanes were

‘suggested and ‘so a Forestry
Commission’s radio, statloned in the
mountains as a precaution against
forest fires, was sought

The RAAF decided a rescue attempt

mpst be made, and a Tiger Moth .

rescue plane took offat 3.10pm. The
pilot took as a guide a _photographic
‘mosaic map of the aréa which was
rushed to Point Cook by a Forestry
Commission officer. The map had
been prepared by the RAAF for bush
fire patrols.

As the moth had to fly almost 100
miles over some of the roughest
country in the State, the RAAF sent
along a Dakota to act as escort and to
keep Point Cook advised as to what

was happening.

The location of the injured man was
found and the Tiger Moth landed on
a small open but rough plain at
4.55pm. The larger machine, it was
evident, could not land, but the pilot
remained in the air.

A short while afterwards another
Tiger Moth owned and piloted by Mr
Neil Mclnnes of Tinamba, who was
poreviously in the RAAF, arrived with

Dr Atkinson of Maffra. They had
flown up the Macalister Valley.
There Dr-Atkinson met Wing
Commander:Charles Lelue, senior
medical officer of Point Cook, who
had been taken there by the Point
Cook"ﬂger Moth. 1

It was decided to fly the patient to
the Gippsland Hospital at Sale. Six

* o’clock approached and it was found

.

that the RAAF Tiger Moth would
not start. Nightfall was approaching

, and the journey in a small plane had

to be made over mountain country.

- Mr Mclnnes’s aeroplane was called

into service and at seven o’clock it
took off for Sale with Mr Kelly
aboard. The Dakota accompanied
itto assist if necessary.

This condition of affairs left Dr
Atkinson and Wing Commander
Lelue on the mountain with the crew
of the RAAF Tiger Moth. There is
no doubt the pilot of the small Tiger
Motlis had done a great job getting

. them to the spot and in landing them
there.

 On Thursday Mr Mclnnes made

another trip to the area. He landed
and found that the adjustments
which had been made to the RAAF
machine would enable it to take off.
After it took off with Wing
Commander Lelue to return to Point
Cook, he took off with Dr Atkinson
and returned to Heyfield.

Mr Kelly is a head stockman in the
employ of Mr Bob Gilder and, with
Mr Gilder, was mustering cattle on
Mr Gilder’s property at Mt
Tamboritha. In an effort to report
the accident and obtain help in
getting Mr Kelly to hospital, Mr
Gilder rode about seven miles to a
Forestry Commission post.

Mr Kelly was moved from the
Gippsland Hospital to St David’s in
Maffra, where he recovered.

This story originally appeared in a
Melbourne paper and was
reproduced in the Historical
Society’s Bulletin No.74.



High on a hillside at World’s End, ’ ]‘ = 2

t the Toolong Range near Tooma because the meteorological office was only open

Dam, lies the tangled, rustin 2 ; o g

’ L g = : during office hours.
remains of an old aircraft. Bushfires and the When the aircraft didn’varrive in Melbourne,
ravages of 50 years have made it almost

a massive scarch began and went on for days,
unrecognisable. There is no hint that these are without finding anything. The “Southern
the remnants of an aviation tragedy that N o
Cloud” had vanished.
destroyed an airline and baffled Australians for The disappearance of the plane, which was ;
nearly 30 years.

: i
Al 500 B, bn % wel, Sydney moming: in Ulm's Australian National Airways, became ay

owned by Charles Kingsford-Smith and Charles |

March 1931, a three-engined Avro 10, the | i o Pl Gt . hn were |
‘ ‘ = . cause celebre. Kingsford-Smith and 1 ::
“Southern Cloud™, ook off for Melbourne and ! s government mail subsidy
' desperate to secure the government n X ,1
disappeared [rom view. More than 27 years between the two cities, without which their |
)l' \" g L] :
would pass before any trace of it was seen again. ; T . hance ol survival,
I b3 any ‘ agi struggling airline had no chance ol s |
| :

The weather that morning was appalling over i . & i s ANOTOUS

L sedies thant eapsing Wi Ll L Uhenr implacable nival was an ungla
. . : ; i
the Snowy Mountains, which lay on the direct 1 I'ullt dirline called the Queenstand and Novthern
| " 4 ~
route from Svdney 1o Melbourne, and Captain ' Territory Aerial Service—Qantas—ind its uluas
trr Voo (LA -~
T. W. Shortbridge we ave encountered ; T
I. W. Shortbridge would have encounter sitionis Touhider, Viudson Fysh.
violent turbulence, heavy ain and icing even Fvsh made no searet of his contempt tor the
before he was over the mountains,

Weather forecasting then was a hit-and-miss

alfair, with pilots of carly morning (lights ’-’

having to rely on the forccast in the newspapers, L
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. "ANA. philosophy
that the mail must get
through at any cost and he was convinced that
recklessness caused the loss of the “Southern
Cloud™. Fairly or not, the stortes of AUNLA. pilots
flying by the seat of their pants were soon
circulating, and public confidence in the airline
evaporated. It went out of business, leaving
Hudson Fysh o pick up the subsidy. Had it
not been for the “Southern Cloud™ wagedy 1t
1s arguable that AN A, and not Qantas would
have become the natonal airline.

Not a single clue to the whereabouts of the
missing plane was found unul 27 years later,
Tom Sonter, a young Snowy Mountains Hydro-
electric Authorit\y worker was walking in tl.w
Toolong Range, 15 kilometres north-west of
Jagungal. He climbed up through the
undergrowth on a steep hillside rising sharply
from the valley, turned to take a photograph
and stepped back onto a rusty piece of tubular
steel. ‘The “Southern Cloud™ had [inally been

found.




The plane had {lown into the hill 80 metres
below the summit. It had been steeply banked
to the right at the moment of impact, perhaps
because Shortbridge had seen oo late that he
was flying into the mounwam. It was in any event
25 kilometres off course. Whether Shorthndge

had decided to risk the weather and flv over the

mountains, or was pushed far to the east by the
storm 1 spite of trving o {ly around 1wt by
diverting over Goulburn.

Today, a few pigces of the Avro. salvaged from
the wreckage, sit rather forlornly in a concrete
cage beside the main road out of Cooma. a sun-

bleached RAAF flag hanging beside them. At
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SPECIAL TOURS

HORSEBACK TOURS

THE RIDES

Coast Rider Horseback Tours take you through
the beautiful Gippsland Lakes Coastal Park,
abundant with native flora and fauna, where it is
common to see kangaroos, emus, ducks, swans
and many other species in their natural habitat.
Enjoy lunch at one of our various spots on the
shores of Lake Victoria and MclLennan Straits.
The last day, on return, is a ride along a lovely

| DAY PUB RIDE

Join us for a fun filled day riding through the beautiful
Coastal Park into Loch Sport to the modern Marina Hotel
situated right beside Lake Victoria...a fabulous
atmosphere in which to enjoy a few quiet drinks and
Counter Lunch.

We then return to ride along the beach...the perfect finale §
to a fun filled day. .

BEACH RIDES

Occasional evening beach rides during the summer
holiday season will be available by appointment only.
Duration approximately one to one and a half hours.

For further information and dates of tours,
please ring or write to your hosts

remote section of the Ninety Mile Beach.

We camp each night on privat
is of a high quality. Home coo
and biscuits, served with billy
plenty of it! A tour with us is

THE HORS

All our horses are definitely
mountain horses, not onh
conditions, but most importar
are safe and enjo

There are ample horses, en
effort is made to provide e:
suitable mount. Novice riders :
great care and unde)

GENERAL INFOhwirsT 2. ¢

Coast Rider
ORSE BACK TOURS

1-3 day tours of the beautiful Gippsland
8

a ride along the
ctoria and

Coastal Park includin

Rnace Rrown and family

(051) 74 2866

the lovely 90 mile beach
All equipment & food supplied

shores of Lake Vi
PH

Private tours and school functions are available
by arrangement. Riding groups vary to a
maximum of 20. Special arrangements can be

made for groups...name your own tour date and Telephone (05l) 74 2866

time and we will tailor a ride for you...including
rides in our neighbouring High Country!

| HORSEBACK TOURS

PO Box 3l Traralgon 3844
Victoria, Australia

After Hours
Ross Brown (05l) 44 7376
Craig Brown (05l) 44 7376




