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City slickers ache to explore the rooftop of Australia 

' , 
I 

·Wallace's drovers• hut, one of the oldest on the plains, is classified by the National Trust 

e, CAROl.VN FORD 
THE Boronr mch Plain' In 

easwm \' ictoria are th• clals7· 
siudd•d rooftop of A11>trslia -
8:uUo f'aUN>n country - and 
citJ d1oell•rs are •lrlully 
queUUIJ up to s•e lh•m from 
th• buk or a hol"<t. 

From lht linJ' lo1ut,lup of 
Cobunrra. Frlt& &nd Jill Halb· 
,.1c11 rvn aboul 15 tr•ll• f'trJ 
yur In the summer month, 
and &re booked 'olld. On nch 
trek they «11ld• up to & doit'n 
riders, who lt&m th• hard way 
aboul saddl• ~or.. and 
scrumlnr muscles. 

Fritz. small and wl.,, wilh a 
dry sense of humour, ram• to 
Australia 15 rean aro ., a ski 
ln.~tnictor from Au.•trla and 
fell In lovt with lht rolllntr 
plateau country. 

On a rtctnl fivt.<fay lrek • 
across the plains it wa• •a.-.r · 
to see the appeal. This 1, •om• 
of lhe most btaullful and dlf· " 
rerenl alpine country In the • 
,.orld. 

On the tr•k a<ros~ lht' 
81.000ha Boronr National 
.Park. rlden ""'""'" rran
diose mountain peaks, huh 
nllCJ'S and Wyomln1r·5l7le 
inssed plains. Thtre arf' 308 
v&ridies of wUd rto••n. dln
roes on the hl«h rldru, 
brumblts bolUnr tor th• thlrk 
scnab. Cloods of ckkatoo. • 
and plahs rl." <eretch1ni • 
from the snow pms. 
At on• Um• II Is poblbl• to 

se• eirht or Victoria'!> hirh .. t 
peaks around the borbon -
llt Botflllo. llt B..Uer, Ml 
Botham. Ml Bea11IJ', llt 
McKay, Mt Ftathertop, Mt 
Boronr and Mt Loch - rblnr 
rrom the hue·fllled ... u., .. 
Dot~d throochout th• park 

are 30 historic but., built by 
the plonur cattl•m•n •h•n 
they drove their herd\ up ror 
the summer rnslnr. Sevtrsl 
are more than 100 yean old 
and are classllitd by the 
National Trus~ 

The nnut and m0>t auth•n· 
Uc e:rample se•n on the lrelc 
was Wallace's flul, built In 
1889. The solid limber con
struction with a shlnJle roof 
had a handcrsfted llre,ld~ 
chair and mantltple<e, both ~ 
crafted from surroundlnJ 
snow &11ms by the Wallar• 
Brothen. 

A scrawled entry In lhe hut'~ ... 
tor book summed It au up: "II • 
sare beats wat.chlnir tel.vi· 
sloJL" 


