Conservationists and cattlemen

move to save
high plains

By J. BALFOUR BROWN
High plains cattlemen and conservationists agreed to

set aside past differences at a meetin

last Wed to

beach buggies and bulldoxzers.”
They were told that “a few irresponsible types” on bikes or in

four-wheel-drive vehicl

ble of ¢

at Mansfield (Vic.)
t the new threat of "trail bikes,

g more d in the

were

high country in a few hours than hundreds of cattle in a decade,
But there was no real clash of interest between the cattleman
and the traditional hiker, fisherman or naturalist,

The meeting, des-
cribed as  historic, |
brought together for |
the first time mem-
bers of the Mountain
Distriet  Cattlemen's
Associntion of  Vie- |
torin, the Vietorian
Nationai Parks Asso-
cittion, and speakers
or observers from the |
Forest Commission
Department of Agri-
culture, and several
shire councils bord-
ering the mountain |
srazing areas. |
“The purpose of this
meeting is to see if we can
live together,” said veieran
Dargo cattleman, Mr §, J.
Treasure, who is dent

ford, Bringalong, Bairns-
dale, Heéylleld, Stratford,
Gelantipy., Enssy and
wift's Crie!

Bwift helc
Cr  Den  Richardson,

{we are not unduly eritical
jof cattle grazing which
performs. several useful
|purp:ms, It would be silly
o say that all cattle must
exclid: We a

Cobungra,
the Cattlemen’s Associn-
tlon, sald that practical
decislons were needed In
an unblased way in the
mountaing. Cattlemen had
chunged, and were chang-
Ing. with the, times. Many
wers very concerned with
pollution and the environ-

ment.

Bome of the claims put
forward by certain conser-
vatlon groups weré cthe-
real nand unproven.

“Cattle and forests and
cattle and recreatlon hal\‘e

it

'wpow_'d t ing pr ziigt
iop 0 grazing provid-
ed it Is done with wisdom
and care,™-

Mr Garnet said it would
be in the best interests of
both eattlemen and con-
servationisis to have a vi-
able alpine aren, adminis-
[tered by the National
Parks service, created as
quickly as possible.

Truil bikes, beach bug-
gles and four wheel diive
vehicles were causing
danmage now that might
be t hle

much In o i
said, “Grazing acts ss &
catalyat and we often
feel we do a very useful,

Mr Garnet said  that
cattle might have to be
resiricted to  below 4000

of the Mountain District unpaid job of fire proven- feet and a cattleman, Mr
Caltlemen’s Assoctation of tion and making the srea E. Stoney, Mansfleld, said

Victoria.

“We hear much sbout
conservation bui there is
need for conservation of
productivity also. No na-
tion can survive on lelsure,
spart and scenery  unless
At someone else’s I‘KYCTDE.
We netd the stimulstion
that these things can give
in good wmeasure but i al-
Jowed to run at random
onty deeay will result.” |

Mr Treasure sald that
abeodit 24000 cattle owned
by members of

the
MDCAV grazed the high

necessible 1o others.™
EEEm

Mr J. Ros Garnet (Vic-
torian National Parks
Assng  sald his organisa-
ton did not want 1o em-
phasise the difference of
opinjon  that had existed
between  oattlemen  and
conservaLionisia,

Do not be misled by
the statements of some
people.” he sald, "As an
organisation we have
nierely usked the G

ncledl

that if this was the case
then “we might as well
give the game awoy."

Mr Gamet said he had
only used this figure be-
chause It was the onc sup-
plied by the Soil Conser-
vation Authority and he
belleved it Wi ot inflex-

ble.

Mr W, K. Mann | Victor-
lan National Parks Assn. |
|sald that traditional push-
| walkers had enjoyed excel-

pinins . from four to six ment to  iake "llent relations with cattle-
months of the year. About "'l(‘i"‘ :{; "":1“"“"‘ ,”m men. The supgestion for &
hal{ as many again wepe | Nighlan k"“ "’”“‘i“ national park went back
probably grazed by non-|AnYthing that wuu; 0% 1o 16040 mnd cven earlier
members of the associa- |t the occologieal bal- and “every delay  was
tion, These cattle  were that exisls now. | ominous,
mostly hrooders and sup- “Restraint  and  oontrol “Acquisitive oves are on
ks the ‘marketsa ot may be desirable and oe-| it and we should  join in
aMonsfield, Omeo, Myrtle- cexsary on oceaslons bul | common  cause here” he
sald. "There arc sugges-
I.Ll.om to drop In  resort
bulldings by helicopters
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nnd several others of a
similar nature.

|- “1t Is mo longer Eafe
|from commerecial exploita-

MR 5. J. TREASURE:
ceed with caution.

MR W. R. MANN: “Acqui-
sitive eyes are on  mouns
taim.”

MR BEM COOPER: "There
should

be reom for ali,”

[ B
MR L. McCREADY . "'C

{tion and It s vulnerable|men have dome a sdrvice.”

to palitical moves, partiou-|
Inrly moves inspired by
Oversens interests. We|
{know aboul resort planse
|but  large scale minin
should not be overiooked

| Mr Lyle
| Dandongadale
said: “We cattlemen love

igood catile in near to na-
|tural conditions. We have
| been
problems

o  conserve f[eed and
water. In areas where the
|rattie have been excluded
Ithe wild cots and cross-
ibud dingoes are on the
increase and there

impenetrable mass of
blackberries and vermin-
infrsted undergrowth.

“In keeping the. country
opéen we have dong somde
service. We are keen on
|the bush and on the ani-
mals, and we reallse the

i

urban nity has a
right to ope r.‘rneo pro-
vided thay are educated in

| bow to use It."

Mr Athel Hodgson (Fo-
(rests  Commission}
Ipﬂ]]cy of the Forests Com-
mission s multiple
managemeant

whicli means
water, . wildlife, re-
creation and forage. Each
one of those values is en-
titled to be considered. If
cattlemen can show that
their industry Is viable
land compatible with other
forest values then their
case will be heard. ¥You
cuttlemen

sent of showing responsi-
bility "

|Cattie and [orestry

MeCready,|tie
cattleman, | were compatible with the

the couniry and we ralse|aimost

“The |

use

Tn-l
in=|

Mrs Freda Ryder,

{wonza, sald the beef

jdusiry wes the most viable|
%|in

Australin = at  present|
and should be encournged. |
| wore |
the only two industries in
alpine  areas which
wildiife which :nnnhledi
entirely of shy|
creatures |

Sheep had coused ero-|

blamed for n lol of {Sion in the past but had!
ut people forget | DO d
that it is in our Interests|high

on  the!

ETREE
plains for aboul

0

|¥ears.
Bulldogers had cauwed
| tremendous erosion In re-
'OALrH. |

|I.'l.'nl.
| “All damage by machi-

is an nery Is apparently excus-| 3§

|mble"”, she sajd
| *Up tntfl  about
|many walkers came by
and ‘we got on well with
| them, They used Lhe ewi-
tlemen’s huls and replaced
the food in them, Now we
{have ski villages, night life
{in the chalets, and » lour-
(ist element that cares 1it-|
tle for the peace of the|
mountains'. |
Mr R. Lawson (Victors|
Ian Natlonal Parks Assn.):
“We should be on the|
same 2ido. Time is run-|
ing out for both the cat-|
tleman and the natlonal
parks movement. The gov-
ermment has already sold
out most of the Nerthern
Territory and this alpivne

aren = very vulnerable to
overseas  interests with|
millions  of dollar=  fo

spend”.

Continued on
Page 15
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Map shows the proposed Alpine Matiemal Park of approx. 1500 sguare miles
in Vietoris, Av present it s mearly all crown land. Grazing leases come wnder the
1l comtral of the Foresrs Commission and the Scil Conservation Authority.

' WHAT'S YOUR TRACTOR PROBLEM? :
. PASQUALI HAS THE ANSWER

WIDTH? Pasquali  tractors
vary from 28" 1o 33" min
width, perfect lor inferrow cul-
tivation, Tomato growers, poul-
try larmars, efe

STABILITY?  With  whiddly
extended 1o 487 max. width
and the lact that the weight
i upheenrs nfrees it.ag ideal
tractar  ler ateep u-o;"%“all-
tivation in complere  salery
Perfoct for 35 deg. slopes and
grades

TRACTION? The combination.ol 4-wheel drive, difi

lock and independent
axle mowvemont makes the Pasquall tractor mare than an adversary for tracton

of much greater HP. 11 will work land you naver thought possible
RELIABILITY? The fact that over 67,000 Pasquali tractors and rotary hoes
are sold annually in 60 couniries throughout the waorld speaks for itself
COST? This is where Pasquali comes 1o the fore, in bath price and low running
cont
MODELS: 30, 24, 20, 18} H.P. 4 stroke air cooled diesels
and 13 H.P. petrol.
Priced from $1552 b
4 wheel deive, aniculated in Centre by ol bath. steering, & forward, 3 re
speedy, 4 PTO speeds (2 PTO speeds on 545 & 8300, hydeaulic Tift, 12 volt
starter and lghts, alternator, brakes operate 3 whesle
Large range of nttachments, stocks of spare parts carried.

COMPARE PASQUALI ROTARY HOES

For price, quality, design and performance !

90% 11 HP 4 stroke air-cooled poiecl, 27"

hoe, 600 x 12 tyres, 5785,

4 lorward, 2 reverse speeds, 6 PTO spceds,
dift. lock, adjustable and reversible handle bar,
oil bath air lilter, all working paris sealdd in ail
no vee belts or chaing, disconnection al hoe in
reverse,

Large range of attachments, stocks of spare parts corrvied,
Plough, Drow Bar, ete. .

MOTORCOLT :

678 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne. Phone 347-1526.
) Trade inquiries welcome. Country Agents sought.
AGENTS: PATCH MOWER SERVICE, 142 Wilson's Rd.,, Newcambe, Geclong.
MNSW: Australian Fertilizers |All Branches) Ltd.

MNSW: Hills District Farm Equip. Dural, ¢
SA: J, Newby, Lot 9, Water 5r., Noarlunga.
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