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Old 326—described as a “whale of a cow' by
got through on courage. Left behind twice on the track she caught
up with the herd through the night.

uol!ln leaders — an xﬁvemw cala ou&ing steep
rises on the trot.

VICTORIAN ARTIFICIAL BREEDERS
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY LIMITED

(Australia’s largest semen production centre)

ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION
TRAINING COURSES—1975

ESPECIALLY PLANNED FOR PERSONS INTERESTED IN
INSEMINATING THEIR OWN COWS

Comprehensive courses, each of 5-day duration, will be canducted at
"Parwan Park”, the Society’s 250 acre property at Bacchus Marsh,
Victoria.  Local sccommeodation can be arranged.

Trainees are given intensive instruction in the theory and practice of
artificial insemination of cattle.

Courses have already been scheduled for February, April/May and
June. Additional courses will be arranged to meet demand.

To: VICTORIAN ARTIFICIAL BREEDERS CO-OPERATIVE
SOCIETY LIMITED,

P.O. Box 195,
Bacchus Marsh, Victoria, 3340,

For further details, complete and mail this coupon

Please send me details of your Artificial Insemination training course.
| am interested in the course scheduled to commence
FEBRUARY 21 D APRIL 28 D JUI:\.lE 23 D
Place X in appropriate box
| am unable to attend any of the courses already scheduled, but

would be interested in undergoing raining during.....vcueveeeremsnnnnenrars
{give month).

NAME
ADDRESS: .vvvvieieanssnanssns

POSTOODE .....oeenmnsmnvevsrasssn

WT 37512
— s
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IMOUNTAIN CATTLE

WALK TO SURVIVE

Weekly Times edifor, J. Balfour Brown

The tradition of
grazing cattle in the
summer months on
alpine leases goes
back a long way in
Victoria — about
120 years.

Mointain catile have
R
el

Ces
B SRR

We Jearn what “walk-
ing ability” in cattle real-
1y means.

The G. and H ey
herd of Herefords starts

its dj"l,;!b from I:m l‘;;;;:
property, —Min 5
near Merrijig.

It s n fairly typleal
of mountain fcmlie.

{going back for several
generations) Is & big part
slory.
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‘Howqua tlsack
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We have an advantage
here in that Graeme Sto-
ney M, Is an active niom-
ber of both the Sirebank
and Victorian 18T
cinl  Hereford Breeders

Berve ¥ béhavior . of
individuals on the drive.

Day 1: Nine miles. 1180
ft, to 1700 ft,

It staris ot the home-
stead with the herd being
driven along lanes and
fenced stock routes about

nine miles. Tt s 8 foirly

easy day with no attempt
nt |:7i’:|.ln1 the cutlge
which sort themselves out

intg lead groups and-t4il
enders, They will stay i
these groups for the sn-
tire drive. -

The ulngo rsgm-htn'n
5 months months
and the size of the calfl

torresponding
amount of “milk belng
R S
actor In pos
cows take up. Those with
bigger ‘calves tend to

faster and stay well
up but this iz not axiom-
atle. Bome cows with big
calves are only happy in
the middle or end of the
line . while with
small calves go to the
Jeading bunch. At night
the cattle are held in n
fenced off section of a
grassed stock route.

LT

Day 2: 17 miles. 1700
ft. to 1800 ft. over a spur
range of 3500 1.

¢ hardest day and
the longest. It turns out
to, be the first realiy hot
day in December,
Much of the trnvei!lng

is over a Jogging
which nmmogl?y

- trot

I.oy&(s for this ecountry,
r the years warious
stud bulls have been
and this blood inchides
Delatite, Koalomurt, Yar-
ram Park, Ohjo and jate-
ly, with AT, Soutl Buka-
long, and the RBritish
Freetown Vindieator .and
Broadway Wonder.

P answer
and 1 think that Is what
breeding is — o contin-
uing process of ln!r-:nfl
achieve an ideal whic
always.  just  mhead
you," he says.

By the end
Lbeihv: jdentifled and a
ean entified an
check of the records will
be made at the end of
the drive.

The absolute tailender
i cow" 328 — a large
heayy cow.

to
is
of

is almost ns
= as 326 but Is a ‘bold
and
ads out severa

i er head held “high.
TUn b ot et Yo

and gives way to cow 240
who seems the most con-
sistent Jead taker.

Not o cow sha

walks wtlﬁr:?t‘r:m down

action and breaks into a
readily and takes
steep plnches on the run.
Her calf, which is large,
has the same jogging ac=
tion.

anmnm

of Da; X
tallenders

miqucmly

un gorge is a brilliant
mass of green and white
clover, tea-tree, yellowed
tutsan, white water
splashing  over boulders
and trout rising in st

between the cross-

‘The track winds along
the floor, over the eross-

“ings of the river nd
mww; up lnhe

* By now the herd has
formed itself into four or
five ' groups  with riders
each taking one of them.

racme  Slone sa

ES

every encroachin
and in his view
single b-

o

di ]

o rihsuc oi:
mnnt it spray
some’ areas; notably
‘valley of

g
g

esgzss

have become wetter and

{ire that while he never

cattle short
of the ned  night
camp it Is useless trying

No amoumt of shouting,
dogs or whips will make
cattle move wk they
are exhausted. Heat, not
distance, & what stops
them,

catile could

trange
left

be

snow falls in,

The Stoney cattle have
always been Herefords
und were originally cattls
together as  good

gallons,

New from EVERLAST
Keeps woter cacler, snables more stock bo drink.
New circular design. Easy fo install, complele

with boll valve and brass fitlings. Mode from
reinforced concrete. Two sizes, 300

Send coupon today for further details.

EVERLAST
Concrete Tanks

oy 575

’ M &
Phene  (039) 41.1688,
BAUARAT: PO,  Box
053}
r.0.
Az
Fhose  (041)

£ r.O.
Phans  [040)

[[] 300 gallon size

Name

F.O. Box 21, Pub

Please forward details of

Circulur Stock T
Transporfable Concrete Tanks

2000 gallon [[] 3000 galion
4000 gallon |1 5000 gallon
Poured on Site Concrete Tanks
[] 10,000 gallon [} 20,000 gallon

-[7] 575 gollon size

Add,

... P/Code

Phone
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Noel Stoney an the edge of The Blowhole separating
Stoney. Legend has it that cows were pushed d own this fis
the plateau. -
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ARE YOU LEAVING
VICTORIA
THIS XMAS?

Then don’t forget

NO FRUIT OR
SECOND HAND
FRUIT CASES
MAY BE
BROUGHT BACK
TO VICTORIA

We don't want fruit fly outbreaks ruining
the Victorian fruit industry or our home
garden grown fruit.

PLEASE HELP PROTECT
OUR FRUIT

Department of Agriculture, Victoria.

The Bluff, snow covered in winter, towers
above mountain ash on the final stage of the
drive. One group of cattle went right to the |
top; the remainder to Blowhole Creck
the mountain’s right extremity,

The Bluff proper au Mt Eadley
sure to escape being snowed in on

The track crosses the turbulent Howqua River fourteen times,

Squared section on map (left) shows extent of graxzing lease. Dotted
line indicates Blowhole Creek area.

Gracme Sl»onef bringing _u stragglers.

under |
|

=L ey - —=

Instinct takes them on in single file through|
tunnels of tea tree undergrowth,

Bob Steer says:
“Still the best value |
cattle equipment available — &
the best quality and the lowest prices!"ﬂ

i TaRY e

A FIRST-CLASS YARD
o work 40 head, Only $1575.

Without muster yord, $1210, HEAVY BAIL GATE

average cottleman’s
requirements, $42.50,

BAIL GATE Il CRUSH
exiremely popular, hundreds in uss.

sl e oo o LOADING RAMP
185.

with  hinged gate incl, and
timber $240, Without fimber $240.

Write, phone or call.

STEER ENGINEERING PTY. LTD.
218 GRANGE ROAD, THORNBURY, VIC,, 3071.
Telephone 497-1844,

WEEKLY TIMES, Jan. 8, 1675—Page &



The leaders f.m out as ihey reach ‘the. plateau of The Bluff. In the backgmnﬂd Mt. Speculation, Mt. Buggery,

John Gough has to dismount to push: cattle through a difficult
spot in the maze ot dead mauntain ash,

YOUR FARM
MAHINERY
GUIDE FOR “75¢

Thare i1 no equal 10 Power Farm-
ing Technics! Annual anywhere—
ower 560 pages packed with ali
types of farm squipment, products
and services.

FEATURES INCLUDE:

* Detalled illustrated specifications
on ovet 200 tractor modeis.

* Full coverage of the past year's
tractor tests—from Nebraska
#nd the Austratian Testing
commiliee,

* Brief specitications on the past
10 years non-current whealed
iractors,

PLUS:

* Over 400 pages of general farm-
ing equipment Tisted under 13
sections.

* Fully indexed.

Price: $5.50 plus 70c posted within Victoria; elsewhere, $1.10,

i v mreontin e s i D ROER FARM o= o o ioe 3510 o0 - o
TO:

MANAGER, MAGAZINE & BOOKS DIVISION,

THE HERALD AND WEEKLY TIMES LIMITED,

BOX 2628 AA, G.F.O., MELBOUEBNE, 3001,

Please find enclosed payment of ... <Jor ...copy lies] of the 1876

POWER FARMING TECHNICAL ANNUAL

Fost Cede
(Please use block letters)
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“another

the CrossCut Saw and Mt. Howilt.

Steep climb

Fram Pages 4 and 5§

The climb up the
Howqua is steady bul
fais, between the river
crossings are chol and

shady and small groups of

cattle manage - to  siip
Bway requiring & Job .of
“scrub bashing™ by -horses
and riders to  get Lthem

moving agnin “onge. thd
aftermoon  sun gets® hots

Hy ‘the systémr of -movs
ing the herd. in groupd,
and riding backwards
and forwapds between

the ciftle reach a
point just short of Pikes
At by nightfall,

The horses got good
grafs st the flat’ But the
wol! hos been hard and

s lost a shoo and
needs u  shoe
straightened.

Ttn- cost' of malintain-
@ the six horses neces-

M for taking cattle up
and batk ‘is nol cheap
these * days. Each horse

| goes through a sel of

shoes a (rip — say $70
for the team — and wear
and tear on genr: |s costly
also, To rtrlnce n saddle

$200 and &

| costd abou

| and

stock horse ean range
from $400 Lo $E00.

TRRRERRRRRN Ry

miles. 2400

Day 4. Six
(Blawhaole

fi. te 4700 i

Creek) and 5650 1t (The
“Biufl).

It should be a stralght
up  climb, whlch the
cattle know, but it is not.

On the crest, where one
lot is to out on lo the
end of The Blufl, and one
to Blowhole Creek fust
under The Biuff, there
has been a great falling
of dead mountain n-sln

The distance s
about three miles but 1{,
tokes from & In the
morning til 1 p.m. to get
the Blowhole creek mob
to their, destination.

They ravel easily
enough through an ex-
pansge of young mouniain
nsh  which the Forests
Commission has regener-
ated by serial sowing but
thon strike a section of
forent where old treen
have fallen In n maze
ncross the track.

Bome boughs have Lo

lifted to ll!a- catile

horses through
Others have to be axed

On Blowhole Creck old
326 and her call are th!
last through.

Time and again it has
lmked as if she will nev-
izl.t there but she has
and her calf has come
through particularly well

By

She hss stopped 1o
sugkle it frequently,
turned on humans and

who have tried to
move her on, and on Lthe
two preceding days has
been left behind only to
wel "ﬂ and catch up
through the night.

On The Bluff itself the
30 cattle going out to
summer on the alpine
'rl:““ r4 move [freely

efe are the fast walk-
ers and again 224 and 240
‘\-ir.' for each other In the
end,

High and windswept,

with
under
lip even in Degember,
The Blufl permits views
neross to ME Buller, Mt
Lovick, and Mf Howitt.

A natoral fssure, Lhe
Blowhaole, which leads
down 1o Blowhole Creek

a strelech of mnow

where the main mob
were left earlier in the
day, divides: The Blufl
oitcrop  itsell  from, n
peak which the Cattle-
men's  Assoclation  ak
asked be named M{. Ead-
ley Btoney, in metpory of
Craeme Stoney’s Tafhen
Legend has L that once

when ealile were snowed
in on The Bluff they were
ushed down the Blow-

hole and most got off the
motntain =afely, Graeme
Stoney, who has climbed
down it thinks |t might
be possible far eattle to
' there were no

says he

* ow for certain

that the inc:dem toak
place,

Not  legend. but an

optical [Huslon . is “water

llmﬂng uphill® on’" the

end of The Bluff,

Not legend also nre the|
récords of the particular|
cows back at Minto Park. |

These show that Cow |
326 has had two previous

top caives butl is stubborn |

in many- ways
for instance,
the race to be inoculated. |
She will probably hold
her place in the herd be-
CULSE

Bhe will,

rears.

irst) |
undoubtedly |
hold her place.

UL

Cow 240 had average
calves in 73-and 74 and|
this year's will' probably|
determine her future,

Graeme Stoney will try
Lo lm-er a balanced courss
between traditional
Judgments and what the
trwrmmw records

m

The old-time catliemen,

with fewer pressures n
the management sense,
knew  each ocow  Indivi-

dually and spent more

time with them than i=
today.

possible

Neveriheless the How-|

qua track drive remaina
prefity much as it was in
19th century
with farming changing
rapidl tlsewhere  the
Victorian  Mountain Dis-
trict Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion  seems o moake a
HM paoint when it s s
“The trndition of run
cattle in the \Flcwmm
moniains and forests is
part of the natural heri-
be al-

inns will be nble Lo see a
romantic HrlI: with our
carly history
It is that Ilh‘] In order
o get it down on paper
we (hank Graeme BSto-
ney, the jeader of the
drive. John Ash, Ann
McElroy and PFiona
Heath who went with me
callle throughout,
John Gough,
ltﬂbm Sloney. Helen Sto- |
d  Chris Slour
'L L<d [ u“l..‘ shared dif-

the shadow of the <h

not go into |

ofs4he nug‘_nhv |

telf |

oel sumn*.|

. hole

felent stages of i, to” the
o,

3 7. Megs,
Biluey, ‘Pred and Do ¥
and the doga.

Na one knows how long
the qurll‘m track, and
ail the others leading up
to the mountains, will be

open, Lo cattle

For- some years now
o e wonservationists
hayeshee demunding
that (e practice of grazs
g the snow leasés  in
the summer months be
stopped, They claim that
the high country shonid
be one large mnalional
park, that catile are an
introduced species and
that they upset the ecol-
ogy of the reglon.

The eattlemen counter
these theories by arguing
that
under strict contral,
not upset the pmlagy of
the but sather

ATeR  more

pleasant and far Jess fire’

|

TRACTOR
GRADER

nine or i “.:-‘r!

|

experinive

cluding baulk gate

HEAVY DUTY
SINGLE TINE
RIPPER

Majin tine 6 = 1'%

nilewed

Thenrs
with
down ONLY

RISE,

Fallen logs make the gainz hard near Blow-
Creck.

Patch,

alpine grazing’

BUY DIRECT
AND SAVE!

“’Illl\'? tube, O peia up to
nrlul wheel. Pully reversible

" xelusive quick release e
Oplional sxuras n-pm-hnl 540

CATTLE CRUSHES

Naw _avsilable ex -m-—: .i! nl-u Firfues Of the most

ie wi vear for Irﬂ or rt 5

AT ONLY $2 60
$56

willet steel
o iractors. Unoo-
Iay-

REAR END
LOADER

Save up to 190 Duckel 0" x M
1 3

6 I
bucket

ORDER NOW AS PRICES MAY
INCREASE DUE TO STEEL PRICE
IMMEDIATE DESPATCH.

Johr Herends
implemenis

Cor. Greens and Franksin
Raba, n-ndﬂmn: s r‘-r

to plateau

prone by keeping the

country open,

The tracks through the
mountains and catiles
men's, huts, which are
enjoyed by bush walkers,
are all directly sitributa-
ble to. the presence of
catlie

No ene-is advocating n

relrn  to unvantrodled
wrazing of large mobs of

venttle s the present system

is u Highly controlled one
with both the Forests
Commission and the Soll
Conservation = Authority
Mnving the major say on
numbers permitted, and
in recent years the pum-
r - of, “cattle spres

throw, some_:

nores NAS never exceede
a0, — @ stocking rale
of one beast to 100 acres
for unly four months of
the ‘year.

Whatever the final de-
cision s it is to be trust-
ed that it will be & wise
Orw

lile nm.r;.

$160

A both' sides. - sliding
hum operatifg In.

9 for easy fling
4" bowed. chanmel

$120




