
'Dead' voted: Austin 
THE Deputy Opposition 
Leader. Mr Austin, has 
claimed the Supreme 
Court overturned the 
Nunawading election re­
sult because of irregular­
i tie s, including "dead 
people" voting. 

In a fund-raising letter he 
also claims people voted more 
than once on March 2 and 
others were prevented trom 
voting "because strangely the 
names were not on the role 
(SÍC).'' 

The allegations are made in 
a letter to country people 
appealing for tunds to help the 
Liberal Party fight the 
Nunawading rerun election on 
August 17. 

The Labor Party yesterday 
accused Mr Austin of misrep­
resenting the court judgrnent 
which sparked the rerun poli. 

In his decision. Mr Justlce 
Starke, sitting as the Court or 
Disputed Returns, said at 
least 36 votes had been ex­
cluded by polling clerk errors 
from the count and recount, 
and reasonable grounds ex­
lsted to believe a majority of 
electors had been prevented 
from electing the candidate of 
their choice. 

When the Liberal Party 
announced 1t would be 
contestting the result, claims 
were made that voters were 
told their names were not on 
the rolls, some names had 
been marked off and some had 
received only Lower House 
votmg papers. 

During the court case. how­
ever, the Liberal Party did not 
pursue these claims. 

The ALP state secretary, Mr 
Peter Batchelor, said the 
L1beral Part had deci nt 
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the claims mentioned In Mr 
Austin's letter. 

"The letter is dated July 12. 
and the court declsion was 
announced on July 8," he said. 

"They have written thls let­
ter knowlng the result and 
alluded to a number ot thlngs 
that they knew hadn't taken 
place. 

"They acknowledged that 
fact by not proceedlng with 
them in thelr action before the 
Court of Dlsputed Retums." 

Mr Batchelor said the letter 
mlsrepresented the court 
judgment. 

"Thls has to bring lnto ques­
tlon the veraclty of all thelr 
(the Liberals') campalgn liter­
ature ," he satd. 

Mr Austin says in the letter 
that with one vote the Govern­
ment was glven a blank 
cheque to do as lt pleases. 

"And Cain's Labor Party 
was desperate to win control 
over both Houses of Parlla­
ment," he says. 

"However, because of lrregu­
larities ln the March 2 vote . . 
like for example, people voting 
more than once, 'dead people' 
voting, others prevented trom 
votlng because strangely, 
thelr names weren't on the 
role .. . the Supreme Court of 
Victorla has overtumed the 
ballot and ordered a new elec­
tion ln Nunawading." 

Mr Austin could not be con­
tacted last night. 

The Opposltion Leader, Mr 
Kennett, sald the letter had 
been sent to people in rural 
Vtctoria. 

However, he said he had not 
seen the letter and could not 
comment. 
• Wea trud e to the polis -


