promlses
return of
licences

A VIOCTORIAN Liberal and National
Party government would restore Alpine
WNational Park cattle lieenses but is coy
aboul how quickly it could be done.

National Party leader Peter Ryun said
the decision to kick' enttle out of the
high country was a d\t‘hp stunt to buy
volos,

"This is just & way lo get the green
vole in eastern Melbourpe,” he said at
the cattlemen's rally al Rose River yes- s
terday.

*Thore never was, and never will be, a
reason to kick the caltle out of t.fu. high-J
country”

“If we win government the cattlemen |
will be back on the high plains.”

Mr Ryan said the cattlemen's plight
was o lightning rod lo many issues
affecting country Victorians.

“Peopie are sick of this Government,
they nre angry and yes, this issus is a
vole-changer,” he aau{

But Mr Ryan said it wos not a simple
task (o get the cattle back on the high
plains.

However, he said the Coalition would
ensure that the tradition of high country
cattlemen was not lost and he would
malke it a priority to address the issue if
voted Lo power.

“We have the will to put the cattle
back thore and the proper process will
ba a matter for the government of the
day” he said.

“Bul we have the will to do it"

Opposition spokeeman for rural lssues
Phillip Davis told the cattlemen they
had his party's full support,

“We oppose the ban on cattle grazing
und are unequivocally committed to

returning the cattlemen's high country
licences,” he said
"Everyone in the parliamentary

Liboral party room supports this, full

stop
“I'his is the lnst vestige of qur. pio-
neering history and uuml‘Lu preseryid

“We stand heside lhr- mltlemu\ for the
rest of this ight" "

Liberal member “for £ un'lm] High-
lands Provines Graems Stondy, who rode
through the national park in protest of
the cattlemen's ban, said it could be
fixed with a stroke of n pen

*Phis action was tuken quickly and 1
see no reason why it can't be reversad
just as quickly,” he said

“It i as slmp!e as the stroke of a pen.”
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® Graham Forbes launches his horse into the first creek crossing in the Cattiemen’s Cup yesterday in the high country.

A tradltlon lost

DICK Dale dispels the myth that;

high-country grazing was the.

rivate domain of a few select
BINETS

The Myrtleford man, 60, fol-
lowed in his father's footsteps
and started droving to the high
eountry when just 18

He mustered mobs for leg-
endary cattlemen Billy Hicks
nnid Wally Ryder and was atill
taking cattle.to the high plains in
the summer of the 2003 bush
fires

“In those varly days there were
no voads, all the supplies for the
men and horses had to be taken
in on pack horse.” he'gaid.

"We'd be up’ there for a fort-
night so you had to take food,
blankets, horse rigs and alot of
chaff.

“At the end of the summer we'd

muster mobs from Mt Bogopg,”

then move on to the cattle on the
Bogong High Plains before trav-
elling to Dargo lo bring them

" aywiist e aecision to ban alpine grazing.

down — it -wnp pretty buuy &
nommetimes we'd take cattle into
NSW for agistment at the end of
the season

“We didn't have a licence but it
was our life and it could be loat
forever.”

Mr Dale bolisves the caitle
were the caretakers of the high
country.

“They didn'tglo much damage,
they'd nibble lkre and there but
with so much country they just
kept the p;ruwl.h in check,” he
snid.

‘T'm wurrlﬁl that despite the
prumieeﬁ of the politicians that
now it's gorie, it's gone forever.

“Once they stop something its
pretty. hard to get it started ”
again

Now, Mr Dale;, said.the high
plaing Tind oo afb thferal ponts
and weeds.

"You  should ses  how
many deer are up there now,"” he
said

® Mr Dale started droving cattle In the high country when he was 13,

~ cattle out of the mountains in yesterday's protest.
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abused’

Campalgn to
turn outrage
into vote
agalnst Bracks

MOUNTAIN cattlemen
say (hey have been lied to,
kicked in the guts and
their hospitality abused
by the Victorian Govern-
ment,

And yesterday at Rose
River, a forested valley
about 70km from Wang-
aratta, mare than 4000
enttlomen, their families
and supporters said retri-
bution was near,

They plan to defy bans
on nwtional park entry by
droving mobe through the
high country until the
gol their licences bacl
and have ealled for their

ernment,” Mr Treasure
said.

“The Government has
lied to us, misrepresented
us and turned their backs
on our hospitality.

“T have n message for
overyous hore that sup-
ports us — vote against
the Bracks Government
at the next election.

“We also need  other
country groups to defy the
Government in the same
way — they should do it
for their own sakes, to
preserve their way of life.”

Mr Treasure said the
cattlamon had bocome

supporters bo vobe against
Vl.mm Government
&1. the November election.

It was the mountain
calblemen’s  nasociation
unnoal| weshend  gel-
togother and the record
turnout saw the event not

a5 nwake after the loss of
high-country caftle graz-
ing licances but a commit-
rna;tlm' ::" I'ululrn. :

“A lot of people say this
m tha last catilemen's do
— like hell it is," one of
the erovd suid,

Cattlemen's president
Doug Treasure wae part
of the droving team that
broughta symbolic mob of
ciltle to Rose River yes-
tenlay to the cheers and
applause of the crowd.

1p urged them to vote
agninst Labor ol the noxt
state election and they
chwerad,

*The political reality is
that we have a Labor
Government kicking us
out and an lJ|ilgositiuu
saying they will put us
back ! if they win gov-

8 for a

n;ty using fossil Mels at

an unsustainable rate:;

o kick a few cows off
the high country in a vote:
¢atching exercias, when
the same Government
dossn't have the guts to

face: the real issues” he.

gaid.
“Much of the high coun-
try. is deteriorating, not
because of eattle, but
becauss of poor manage-
ment, pests and weeds.

And he promised to
continue driving stock
through the Alpine Nat-
jonal Park until his
licence wns returned

"We will do it to retain
our culture and heritage,”
Mr Treasure said

“This is spmething that
goes Hock-more than 170
years.

“The only, thing that

will stop "that protest
action is for the Minister
to give us meaningful con-
casgions.”
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Ie gathered to continue the protest
against the decision to ban alpine grazing.

® More than 4000

® Doug Treasure, Graeme Stoney and Charlie Lovick lead the
cattle out of the mountains in yesterday's protest.



