By KEN MERRIGAN
and JOHN HINE

THE Liberal Party is confi-
dent of winpning the
Nunawading re-run election
in its own right — a remark-
able turn-around from the
draw on March 2. i

With 82 per cent of the ballots
counted, the Liberal candidate,
Mrs Rosemary Varty, had won
nearly 49 per

Jubilant part
claimed a swing of about 6 per
cent, but the Labor Party said
the figure was 4.3 per cent — in
line with the usual anti-govern-
ment trend in by-elections,

The Labor candidate, Mr Bob
Ives, had 393 per cent of the
primary vote at the close of
eounting last night,

Liberal state director, Mr
John Ridley, said that with 9000
postal votes to be counted, he
believed Mrs Varty could win
without relying on erences.

The Opposition ader, Mr
Kennett, said the result was a
kick in the pants for the Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke, and a rap
over the knuckles for the Pre-
| mier, Mr Cain.

But Mr Cain said the swing
was the normal protest vote for
by-elections.

“1 accept without reservation
what the clectorate has said,”
he said.

“That's their entitlement to
make those judgments and 1
had been hopeful it might not
have used this occasion to voice
the traditional by-eleetion pro-
test when nothing is at stake
exeept for one seat.”

Mr Kennett said the win was
the best, result since 1976, when
| the Hamer State Govemment

cent of the vote.
officials

®A cmt Mrs Varty reloxes with o friend yesterday.

“It is not a normal result, it is
a stunning result for the Liberal
Party and cerfainly continues
our path back into Govern-
ment.” he said,

He said he would set up early
next month a small. indepen-
dent think-tank consisting of
genior buginessmen to help de-
velop policy and organise the
party in an effort to win Govern-
menl. at the next. election_

e v ey g S =i TR T 10e 3 i 1.4

release the strategy the party
wméld follow until the end of
1986.

Mr Kennett said the result
was a victory for common sense
and decency. He expressed
sympathy for Mr [ves, who he
g%mkhnd been through hell and

¢

“I have no sympathy atall for
John Caln and the Lal_mr Pa;t.y
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election and he was running it,"
he said.

“He set the course and now he
must aceept the full responsibil-
n.y for their massive defeat,

“Mr Cain, by his own ¢hoos-
ing. decided this was an election
about leadership — he deliber-
alely setl in motion a campalgn
to destroy my character, black-
en my name and decel put

into my mouth words I never

said.

“It is not my leadership that
has been called into guestion
tonight, but Mr Cain's.”

Mr Kennell said Mr Cain had
turned his back on his suppor-
ters and his party during the
five-week campalgn.

“He led them not to the prom-
ised land but firmly down the

paitc{l to political oblivion,” he

“Don’t anyone let it be said
that Labor lost this election. we
won 1"

Mr Cain said the possibility of
reforming the Upper House
appeared to have lapsed, as-the

‘Government no longer had the

numbers,
“TL will. make it more dﬂﬂcult
to govern.” he said.

“We do not have u-rtlln&,v in
the Upper House, the assurance
we can g0 on governing without
being l,hreatened each ﬁJﬁe sup-
ply comes up.”.

Mr Cain said the party had
done as well as could be ex-
pected in the eircumstances.

He had hoped that voters
would rise above s

le 1ssues




