Cain leads his

troops

into the fray

It is a long time since the Pre-
mier, Mr Cain, has looked and
sounded so confident.

Despite, or perhaps because of,
the problems his Government has
faced In recenl times with the
Buiiders’ Laborers Federation,
the dairy farmers, petrol short-
ages and train stoppages, Mr Cain
clearly believes i when he says:
“We will win Nunawading
Province.

“We are running a good cam-
paign. We are running a good go-
vernment, laking the tough
decisions and the right decisions,
The place is vibrant, the ntmo-
sphere IS good and it is infec
tious,” he said,

There is no doubl that Mr Cain
Is mare relaxed and sure of him-
self thon he was during (he

showdown

DAVID BROADBENT, state
political reporter, interviews
the Premier and the Opposition

Leader.

Yesterday he was making no
apologies for his attacks on Mr
Kennett.

“Jell Kenneit's advisers have
claimed | made personal attacks

eral election campaign last

arch when he was accused of

hiding in his “bunker” at Trea-
sury Place.

Mr Cain still insists the March
cam; was run well by the
ALP but Ihis time a new, more
aggressive Mr Cain has emerged,

Not only has he attacked (he
Opposition Leader, Mr Kennett, in
the way some of his colleagues
wanled him to in March, but Mr
Cain has also been much more ng-
gressive with those he considers
are hindering his Government,
whether they come from outside
or inside his party,

"l feel confident and pleased
that we have been given a four-
year term and 1 think 1 am becom-
ing more aware that to go on
governing well you have to go on
kicking heads,” Mr Caln said.

Around Spring Streel it would
be generally assumed that the
heads Mr Cain was referring to
were those of the BLF gencral
secretary, Mr Norm Gallagher,
sections of the ALP machine that
tried to tell the Government how
to deal with Mr Gallagher, rebel
dairy farmers who were threal-
ened with markeling de-regula-
tion and, of course, Mr Kenneit

Bul yesterday Mr Cain was nol
naming the heads that had (o be
kicked,

“Just hends generally,” he said.
“It is becoming more difficult to
govern and governmenis are all
the more expecied (o lake tough
decisions,

“Governments which do noth-

ing get less flak. I've donesthe

head Kicking fairly | judicidusly
over the past few years. | don't do
it indiscriminately, only where it
is required,” he said.

on Mr Kennett but they were not
personal attacks, they were state-
ments of fact,” he said.

“1t is vital for the Government
to win control of the upper house

o be able to deliver the dat
it was given in March.

“Jeff Kennetl talks about an up-
per house safeguard bul be Is not
fitted to be a safeguard of any-
thing. The erratic and unstable
things he says and does show he is
nol the sort of person who should
be given power,

“I feel confident and
pleased that we bave been
given a four-year term
and I think I am becoming
more aware that to go on
governing well you have
to go on kicking heads.”

“That is nol a personal attack, it
s the truth. The statements he has
made about fascisis and dealh
squads and all of that are on the
record. Anybody who goes on with
that sort of stuff just to get a head-
line is not to be trusted."

Over recenl days some Labor
Party supporters have been say-
ing It would not be the end of the
world If the ALP did lose
Nunawading: the Government it-
self was not 8t risk and the ALP
would be in power for another
three-and-a-hall years,

That is not a view'shared by Mr
Cain. “Jtis important-that we win
a Yy In the upper house: |
would'be very disappointed If we
did nol win because it would cut
right ncress our capacity to deliv-

1'LL BE HAPPY
To WIN BY ONE !/

1"1\]’ 55_)

I

er what the voters asked of us in
March,” he said.

“The conservatives have never
had an upper house without a con-
servalive majority and it is not
asking too much to have the same
in our second term,” he sald.

Mr Cain does not, however,
share the view (hal Nunawading
Provinee could be the first In n
series of falling Labor dominoes
to be followed by defeats in South
Australia, Western Australia and
federally,

“Thal's a throwawny line that

1'VE CHANGED
MY MIND

has: liftle currency really,” he .

said. "There will be somefederal
impact on the poll hnd la &hme

extenl ||'could be seen-as some: .-

gort 6 barometer bul state issties
will be critical,” he said.

Mr Cain: “The place is vibrant, the atmosphere is good and it is infectious.”
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Mr Kenneti takes a break and an aside al the Government's lactics.
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One-vote win would do, says Kennett

The Opposition Leader, Mr Ken-
nett, took a rare break from
campaigning in Nunawadiog
Province yesterday and de-
clared that he was Ioterested
enly in winning by one vote.

“All 1 am looking to do for the
people of Victoria is get the seat.
Any votes in excess of that one
vote victory would be a bonus,”
he said.

“It is like being one number oll
in Tattslotto, Either you have the
numbers or you haven't.

“It is vital that we win that
seat to stop the Cain Govern-
ment getting control of the upper
house so we can give all of Vie-
toria a uleinrd against this
Gevernment.

Mr Kennpett is convinced the
Liberal Party will win the upper
house seat by a safe margin but
is taking nothing for granted.

“We planned our campaign a
long time ago and it is running
well. We have mever said it
would be easy. We always
planned for a very tough cam-
paign based very much on state
and local issues,” he sald.

Part of that local campaign
has been Mr Kennett's visits to a
dillerent Fallway station in the
large clecterate every morning.

By yesterday morniog he cal-
culated he had spoken to at least

“Thal is well over 10 per cent
of the electorate,” he said. “I've
been out there every day for
three weeks whereas John Cain
has been out there two or three
times and the rest of his cam-
paigning has been done from his
bunker at Treasury Place.”

So when Mr Kennett was talk-
ing about a one-vote victory he
was clearly not making a predic-
tion. He was replying to
tions that the Nupawading
Province is more than just a new
election for Mr Kennett and is a
critical test of his leadership of
the Liberal Party.

Government strategists have
been working hard on the theory
that il Jeff Kennett cannot
achieve the traditional four per
cent byelection swing against
the Government his days as
leader are numbered.

They have also been working
hard to make Mr Keanett an is-
sue, and the Premier, Mr Cain,
has been maintaining his charge
that the Opposition Leader is not
fit to have the responsibility of
blocking gevernment legisiation
in the upper house.

Mr Kennett has little doutit the
Government Is wrong about his
leadership and is angry about
what he says are the vindictive
and malicious personal attacks.

“This campaign is all about the

need for checks and balances on
any government and yet the La-
bor Party has been running such
a vindictive campaign against
me that 1 am worried they are
bringing a whole new dimension
into campaigning,” he said.

“The Government knows

il cannot win this cam-

paign by being itive

and they know the only

way they can win is by hit-
Ling Kennett.”

“The Government knows Il

win this campaign by
ing pesitive and they know the
only way they can win is by hit-
ling Kennett.

“I'm sad aboul it really. 1 was
driving the kids to school this
morning and on the car radio
they heard Mr C:In:ﬂug off his
brain on the Schildberger pro-
gram. They feel all that. They
don't understand it but they hear
this man being abusive.”

Mr Kennelt sald the Govern-
ment campalgn  against him
could not be compared to his

“blunder” in the last campaign , .

when he ofd@é“his fWmous res

mark about not belng able o

trust Mr Cain with your daugh-
ters.

“I used a throwaway line and
immediately apologised when |
saw it could be misinterpreted,”™
he sald.

“All it tells me is that this Go-
vernment is in panic. There are
going to be some almighty dis-
turbances in the Labor Party
after this election. They have
managed to keep the lid on the
problems so far but there Is an
enormous amount of anger in the
ALP over the way Cain s run-
ning the Government.”

In the meantime, Mr Kennett
lal the Gover try-
ing to buy votes in Nunawading
with promises of hospital beds
and jobs for youth.

He dismissed suggestions that
his leadership was at stake as
something the Governmen! and
sections of the media had been
trying to encourage since he was
elected.

“Not once has there been a
challenge to my position in al-
most three years. Any ula-
tion has come from outside, I
will continue (o lead the party
both in opposition and in govern-
menl.for as long as 1 5ee 11t with
TRESUpportol my colleagues,” he
said.

15,000 voters on stations.




