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~ Varty is given little time to

By SIMON CLARKE

Mrs Rose Varty's new boss is
dragging her into work this morn-
ing, despite the tiredness that
showed clearly in her face yester-
day In the wake of her win in the
Nunawading byelection.

The Liberal Leader in the up-

r house, Mr Hunt, said Mrs

arty had to turn up st Parlia-
ment House today fo begin to
learn the ropes as member of the
Legisiative Council for the prov-
ince of Nunawading.

There would be time for Mrs
Varty 10 take a break later in the
week, Mr Hunt said.

The speed with which the result
of the byelection became clear on
Saturday night quickly ended Mrs
Varty's dread that she and her La-
bor opponent, Mr Bob Ives, would
poll so closely that days, perhaps
weeks, could pass before she
would know whether she had a job
at Spring Street or would be re-
turning to work as an accountant,

Despite relief al having woa 50
convincingly, nothing could hide
the strain that showed in her face
yesterday as she invited a succes-
sion of journalists, photographers
and camera crews into the small
living room of her unit in Box Hill.

She said she believed through-
out the campaign that voling
would either be very close — last
time o tie was broken in Mr Ives's
favor when his name was drawn
out of & hat — or that *'it would be
a very declsive margin”.

Party polls had consistently
shown a swing of aboul six or
seven per cent against the Go-
vernment, Mrs Varty said. She
had never felt that Mr Ives was
creeping up on her. So her
thoughts of a close result, it
seems, were nothing more than
haseless but undérstandable fear.

Mrs Varty said she belleved the
big difference between her cam-
paign and fhat of Labor was that
she concentrated on local issues
while Labor ignored such matters
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and turned on the Opposition
Leader, Mr Kennett.

Not once did it disturb her, she
said, that while the Liberals were
spending only aboul $80,000 on
her campaign, the Government
was summoning somathing like 20
times that value of self-promotion
through the ALP's own advertise-
ments and corporate advertice-
ments for various Government
authorities.

“That didn't bother me." she
said. "'I've lived in this area all.my
life and 1 know what the peopll.-
here are concerned about.”

Mrs Varty, who becomes the
only woman Liberal in the upper
house and the only woman nol sit-
ting on the Government benches,
sald she believed she had been
elécted to give voice to praeviously
inarticulate groups in the elector-
ute who, in this campaign, had ex-
pressed their concerns.

Mountain cattlemen, chiro-
practors and concerned church-
goers were among the groups that
helped polarise the Nunawading
electorate on Saturday, Mrs Varty
said.

She said that although particu-
lar issues influenced Nunawading
volers — especially whether the
Premier, Mr Cain, should have a
free run in the Legisiative Council
— Iwo stales were soon (o have
elections and her viclory would
have ramifications in those polls.

The defeated Labor candidate,
Mr Ives, was at home in Balwyn
yesterday Irying to console him-
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self with the belief that he had
done everything right but was
hex:len by events beyond his con-
trol,

Mr lves said he and party col-
leagues believed thot nothing
maore could have been done in Lhe
campalgn. “Stil, we'll have to
think very, very carefully about
it he said.

The past five weeks have nol
been Kind to Mr Ives, who at fimes
seemed close lo exhaustion, then
caught influenza towards the end
of the campaign. That lliness al-
maosl silenced his voice, which s
aboul as domaging an affiiction as
a politician can suffer,

Proceed with caution, say

As in the Federal Parliament, so
in the State, The people of
Nunawading gave their vote on
Saturday for a system of checks
and balances rather than an all-
powerful government.

Just as the DLP and the Austra-
lian Democrats in turn won Sen-
ate power by presenting
themselves as a check on the pow-
er of federal governments, so the
Liberals have won Nunawading
by offering themselves as a “safe-
gunrd” against abuses of power by
the Cain Government.

Perhaps it is risky to single out
one issue from the extraordinary
variety of causes which bored
down on Nunawading voters dur-
ing the campaign. Bul one crucial
question was at the ¢entre of both
the Liberal and Labor campaigns
all along: )

Should the Government be able

Tim Colebatch

to pass all its legislation unimped-
ed by the Oppasition? Or should
the Opposition be given control of
\he upper house as a safegudard
against abuses by the
Government?

Beneath the hyperbole of ihe
Liberals’” campaign (one of their
pamphlets started off: “"Warning:
Demgocracy is under threat’™) and
Labor's attacks on Jeff Kennett
{("Don't put o spanner in the
works'), bolh parties were essen-
tially saying thal control was the
Issue.

The volers clearly decided for
the Liberals. And this puts Vic-
loria in the unusual position of
having an upper house controlled
nol by the Government or even by

@ third party holding the balance
of power, but by the Opposition
whose sole purpose is 1o dethrone
that Government.

In the Cain Goverament's first
term of office this appurently un-
workithle arrangement actually
worked quite well, partly because
the Liberals’ upper house leaders,
Mr Alan Hunt and Mr Haddon Sto-
rey, were determined to use their
power constructively. Labor com-
plained of upper house obstruc-
tion, but lew neutral observers
agreed,

The Munawading voters in ef-
fect have now renewed the Liber-
als' upper house mundate, And in
voting for this improbable or-
rangement of forces, they have
put 3 heavy responsibility on both
sides lo make sure that it contin-
ues working as it hos until now.

All in all, the Liberals can be

The morning after . . . Mrs Varty takes in the press reaction to hér victory Pidum BRUCE POSTLE

But life must seem all the more
cruel to Mr Ives knowing that, for
four months, he was member-
elect for Nunawading and cam-
paigned as such.

Having given up his job asa lec-
turer at Swinburne College, he
must now, in his words, stari try-
ing to pull iogether the threads of
his Hife.

He said his ""horizons were lim-
Med to 17 August; so it's a bt diffi-
cult to think about what I'm going
to do now™. But he will look for &
neéw job and “soldier on™ in the
ALP.

He is & member of the party’s

important administrative commit-
tee, which i2 dominated by the
Left and is now at loggerheads
with Mr Cain on {he Issue of an
inquiry into the trial and convic-
tion of the secretary of the Build-
ers’ Laborers Federalion, Norm
Gallagher, on bribery charges.

Aside from the Liberal win, Mr
Ives satd one point that emerged
from the Nunawading poll was
that Mr Caln was Seen ""as a4 man
of considerabie strength and, de-
spite eruptions in the party from
time to time, will be regarded as
one of the great premiers of Vic-
toria",

byelection voters

rieased with the result. It wis a
ong way from being the landslide
they had hoped for at the begin-
ning, but the campaign seemed (o
£o 50 heavily Labor's way that any
solid win wos & good outcome.

Labor initinily feared a Liberai
landslide, poured enormous re-
sources into the campaign to try to
prevent it, and then became so
buoyed up they believed they
could win. The actuai resull was a
severe disappointment. but Ut
could have been a lot worse for
them too,

The closest parallel to the cir-
cumstances of this poll was the by-
election for South-Eastern
province in 1964. In that election
oo, control of the Upper House
was at stake, only months after an
clection in which (he Bolte Go-
vernment had won both houses
for the first:time,

Campalgning partly on the slo-
gan "Put 4 brake on Bolle”, Labor
won that seat in 2 swing of 11 per
cenl. By comparison, the swing of
four per cent against Labor on Sat-
urday was'i decidedly small one.

Indeed, Nunawading saw the
second smallest byelection swing
in any marginal government seat
in Victoria since the Bolte Go-
vernmen! came to power. The
Liberals lost six seats in byelec-
lions between 1962 and 1978, and
the swings in them ranged from
6.4 per cent (Greenshorough
1977) to 11.4 per cent (Dandenong
18653,

The stakes were very high, but
all things considered, (he result
was something less than either a
triumph or a disaster, After all the
leafleting and shouting, it was a
normal byelection result.




