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LIBERALS RE-AFFIRMVOTE
AGAINST BIG ALPINE PARK

The Liberal Party has re-a‘firmed its intention to vote with the National
Party to defeat legislation relating to declaration of a contiguous Alpine

National Park.

from Parliament House in Melbourne, Mr Bruce Reid, M.L.C. for
Bendigo Province and Liberal spokesman on Conservation, Forests and
that the Liberal Party will join with the National Party in the

legislative Council to block the Alpine National Park legislation.

management facilit-

Reid moved an Urgency
Motion against Mrs Kir-
ner, He told the Legis-
lative Council the min-
ister had produced no
satisfactory ‘answer for
failing to pay motor veh-
icle registrations and
bills owed by her depart

istration renewals were
not paid until after he
had raised the issue’
publicly,

The Minister, Mr Reid
said, seemed to rely on a .
defence that **She didn't
know'', and this was

ment,

Moving the motion,
Mr Reid said that the
Minister had failed to
ensuiw Lthe safety of de-

rimental staff, who

Yoo
tention to bnng the
legislation into  the
Legislative Council in
the spring session of

had been placed in the
position of using un-
re, and  unin-
sured departmental
vehicles. Employees .of
other sgencies attached
to the Ministry had been
placed in the same pos-
iton,

by the Department
dated as far back as Oct-
ober, 1984

"“The Minister has
failed to comply with an
ingtruction ‘:suod by :I!u:
Premier on August 8 thi
year, that State Govern-
ment Departments ana
Authorities are to pay
their bills within 30 days
of accounts being re-
ceived,”" Mr Reid said,

"'Despite this instruc-
tion, Mrs Kirner has al-
lowed 1 .mwvivd:\mléi

ment to go unregisterec
and without third party
insurance from August 1
to September 9,

Mr Reid said the reg-

ply not good enoug

| Mr Reid said that staff
of the Department of
Conservation, Forests
and Lands had not been
paid at times and this
was further proof of the
chaos and incompetence
that was rife under the
Minister's administra-
tion,
"“The Minister has ad-
mitted she has “‘abso-
lutely no excuse” for
this situation,”* Mr Reid
said

“H major blunders
oceur in a Department,
and the Minister is un-
::ure of thm ,.then that
rasponsibility and offer
to resign,"’

,"The Minister in this
instance, Mrs Kirner,

has demonstrated that
she i3 incapable of man-

-in_ns a de nt
which employs almost
5,000 people and man-
nges a budgel of 163.5
million in Vietoria,"" Mr
Reid said,

The legisiative council
aApproy the urgency
motion, 21 to 19,

‘NO COSTING ON
PARK PROPOSAL’

Mr Jim Commins, President of the Mountain Cattlemen's
“Association of Victoria, has confirmed that the State
Government has not properly costed t!.e proposed Alpine

National Park.

He explained that for
quite a long time the
Mountain Cattlemen's

ton, *

that there had not been
mw costing done."

Information on costing
from the State Govern-
ment, however no
Information had been
orthcoming.

“The Cattlemen's
Association then sought
costing information

Information Act,” he
sald.

“Seven months later,
and after appealing to
the Administrative Ap-
peals Tribunal, Mrs Kir-
ner's representative
revealed, in answer W a

question by the Tri-
bunal Chairman, “Little
or no costing has been
done,” Mr Commins re-
ported.

It 1s now belleved the
Govemment are taking
Sleps to cost the pro-
posals,” he said. "Our en-
quiry seems to have spar-
ked them into getling
something together."”

Mr Commins ex
pressed concem over the
implications of the lack
of costing. He said 1t
seemed more than
reasonable to assume
that if the government

“had not done any proper

costing studies, neither
wouid they have done
any studies on the social
consequences of dee-
laring the park
Speaking of mountain

cattiemen, Mr Commins
said, “We only represent
part of the aipine com:
munity, Umber workers
ang everyone else who
lives in the region will be
eifected if the Alpine
National Park Is dec-
lared.”

“If you take the timber
workers and cattlemen
out of our local com-
munites, the social and
economic consequences
will be devestaung," he
saidl.

Mr Commins sald that
the Mountain Cattles
men’s Assoclation Is
confident that the Lib-
eral Party and Natonal
Party will combing Lo re
Ject the Alpine National
Park legislation when it
15 brought Jorward in the
Legisiatve Council

A new chairman was
appointed for the com-
ing vear at the Septem-
ber meeting of Orbost
Water Board,

He is member G.
Young who will replace
former chairman, the
retired Mr. P. Coulton.

The allowance was
fixed at the same rate as
last year, that is $400,

A 22-year-old bachelor
from Boisdale in
Central Gippsland has
been named share dairy
farmer of the year.

Brian Walker, who
has been sharefarming
for only four vears, won

the award from a
strong field of 25 compe-
titors.
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