It’s still too soon to tell

IT is, of course, too early _w
say whether Nunawading
represents a Napoleonie
turn in the fortunes of the

Cain Government,
-

Perhaps in a few years time
we shall look back and view it
as an electoral Moscow. the
reversal that starts a winter of
retreat,

John Cain. no romantic
empire-builder in the Bona-
parte mould, played down any
suggestion that this was a
watershed or a roll-back.

He was at pains to explain
that Nupawading no “Bass of
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‘85", a reference o the Tasma-
nian by-election which marked
the start of the decline for the
Whitlam Government,

The result, he sald repeatedly,
was in line with the anti-govern-
ment swing to be expected In
any by-election.

His comments could not dis-
guise the bitter blow dealt to
Labor which invested heavily in
the campaign, both in dollars

and morai mmmitmenL Inan
election o0 cluttered with issues
and interest groups, it is seduce-
tive to construct elaborate
theories over why Nunawading
voted as it did,

Impact

Undoubtedly the mountain
cattlemen had an impact. along
with protests by restive police
and walkouts by railmen; so did
Jocal issues such as {reewnys
and hrothels

But it Is hard to ignore the
obvious econclusion that the
voters were moved by a more
fundamental issue: whether the

Ua\mmmcnt should have unfet-
tered control of Parliament

Nunawading has voted de-
cisively in favorofa brake in the
Upper House — and in doing so
has reflected a concern about
the leglsiative paths on to
which the Government might
stray.

A jubilant Jeff Kennett,
meanwhile. deseribed the result
as a huge whack around the
knuckles for the Premier and
portrayed it as the sign of a
rejuvented Liberal Party.

It was a much-needed tonic
for the Opposition which has
performed  indifferently since
being ousted [rom office in 1982.
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A smile,
then on
with the

party
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FOR Bob lves there was
little agony.

It took Just 90 minutes
once the polling booths
closed in Nunwading for
him to recognise that luck
would play no part in the
result of the return bout,

Was he disappointed? O

course, he admitted later
as he joined Labor suppor-
ters at his office for a sur-
prisingly upbeat party.
People there spoke of
the devastating impact of
the mountain cattlemen
and their romantic image
on Labor's chances. The
rail strike, some mused.
had. sealed the result
against the Government,
Throughout it all' Mr
Ives 46. smiled vigorously.

ap whi-
cal amlability,

He sald the party had
done everything Ible
to win the seat, but the
usual by-eclection swing
gpainst governments was
wo greal to surmount.
~“In the end the ‘votes
just werent there to be
goL.” Mr Ives said.

*“1 would say thot the
Nunapwading volers
allowed their votes to be
diffused by a number of
Interest groups that were
essentially irrelevant to
the agenda we were trying
to set. .

“I'still think the message
we tried 10 get across was
the right message.”

MrIves. who threw in his
Job as 4 business lecturer
at Swinburne, said he
would now pick up the
threads of his life.

*1 feel sure 'Yl be able to
get: a reasonahle job.” he
said

Did he feel cheated, after
being awarded the seat in
;1;1' {ottery result of March

“I'd much: rather be in

Parbiament than out of
Parliament,” he explained.
“But it's no. use com-
plaining.”

With' that, Mr Ives re-
turned - to the porty. suill
smiling

® Where did we go wrong? . . . Mr Cain yesterday.

Little comfort for
Peacock: Hawke

THE  Opposition leader.
Mr Peacock. could take
little comfort from the
Nenawading result. the
Prime Minister. Mr
Hawke, said yesterday

But Mr Peacock said the
win was a shol in the arm
for the Liberal Party,

Mr Hawke said the re-
sult was the normal swing
in a by-election,

“1 would suggest, friend-
Iy and charitable chap
that T'am. he (Mr Peacock)
ought to be looking at his
own rearguard — Mr
Howard Is behind his back
and ready to knock him
off,” he said

Asked il he was dis-
appointed by the result. he
replied: “Da 1 look doevas-
tated?

“The swing was no more
than the normal swing
against governments in a
sitwation where you haye
nine candidales and Gov-
ernment 15 nob at stake. Mr
Cain ‘und  the party are
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entitled to feel very com-
fortable aboul that resull

“It is quite clear they
would casily win a state
general election”

Mr Hawke sald he was
confident the ALP would
also win the next federal
election, not due until
1548

Mr Peacock estimated
the swing at about & per
eent. He sald the Labor
Party would lose about 15
soats If that swing was
maintained In'a state vlee.
tion.

Mr Peacock said Mr
Huwke's performance had
affected the dedision

“This wictory belongs
overwhelmingly to Jefl
Kennett — he has cam-
palgned mognificently de-
spite Labor's massive ex-

penditure and the came
paign ol pergsonal
vilification.” he sud

Democrats ‘not unhappy’

THE massive drop in support for the
Australian Democrats in Nunawading
is’ the beginning of the end, other

parties clabm.
National

signal its demise.

She dented that by directing prefer-

Party Leader, Mr Ross-
Edwards, sald the Democrats were the
greatest losers of the election.

And the Nuclear Disarmament Party
said the result signalled the decline of
a party which did not count when the
real issues were at stake,

But Democrats state president, Mrs
Janet Powell, yesterday said the 3 per
cent swing away from her party did not

ters,

lost many of their traditional suppuor-

The Democrats got 4 per cent of the
Nunawading vote — after predicting
that they would poll 14 per cent.

Mrs Powell said; “We are not desper-
ately unhappy with the result. It's not
the sort of thing you can say during the
campaign but it's not what we consider
a devastating result.,”

Mr Ross-Edwards said the election
proved that Labor could not bity votes
as their big spending had backfired.

He siaid the Nationals now hud the

enees to the A L P the Democrats had

bakance of power In the Upper House.
— SUZY FREEMAN-GREENE

Spanner In
hand,

Varty

claims

victory

ROSEMARY Varty.
delicately framed
member-elect for
Nunawading, became
almost lyrical as she
reflected on the con-
servative uprising
that acoompanied her
campaign.

CIu':chins the trophy of

awarded hy the Opposi-
tion Leader, Jefl Kennett,
at the victory party, she
explained that people
such as mountain
cattiemen and chiroprac:
tors had become political
for the first time.

"1 guess everyone sees
themselves as & man from
Snowy River, with the sort
of things that he epito-
mises — whether ts herit-
age, determination. all of
these matters.” she said

Speaking at her neat
townhouse In Box Hill
yesterday. she warned
that Victoria had sven the
rise of a political
phenomenon in the rerun
election that lifted her to
office.

1t was as though the
stlent majority had
suddenly found volce.

Normally duiet. con-
servative people had or-
ganised to explain their
problems and canvass
support

“1 think there is an im-
portant message there.”
she satd, "1 think you'll see
a lot more groups over the
next couple of yeurs doing
that”

Glowing contentedly,
Ms Varty, 51, said she
never felt Labor was mak-
ing up ground after parly
polls gave hera lead of 5 or
i por cent.

That, view. was reln:
forced during the [inal two
woeks of the campaiyn, as
regular Labor voters ex-
pressed support for her,
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“Even yesterday I had
pne Labor guy, who was
handing out -to-vole
cards, who came up 1o me
and said, ‘I'm handing
these out. but I voled for
you',” she said,

Labor. she satd, had not
addressed the issues —
and people appreciated
the Liberal grass-rools
strategy, such as the
morning visits to stations
to press the flesh among
commuters.

It was a methodical
campaign befitting a
highly-trained account-
ant, one who planned to
use her talents to throw
light on the Budget books.

Not even the reports of
how much Labor was
spending on its effort —
maoare than .
threw her off course:

“What we were doing
was what was needed to be
done and we worked
through this carefully.”
she said.

“T've lived in this area all
my life. 1 know the area
very, very well

“1 know the sorts of
Issues that were important
in the area.”

Still. all that attention
to detall did not remove all
doubt as she faced up to
one of the most fercely
contested  results in a
single electorate cams
palgn,

1 had a wview that it
would either be very tight
apaln or else It would be'n
viry decisive margin,” she
sad

“As L med out, It was
very decisive,”

She would. she said. be a
volee for the eastern sub-
urbs — speaking up for the
conservative groups which
were nRlking Tobetounted
® A smiling poll finale,

Poge 38,

How they polled

Candidate - Party %  Voles
SMITH, Basil Ind.  (0,42) 410
WATSON, Al Call to Aust. (2.62) 2539
FERWEDA, Peter DLP  (1.34) 1300
IVES, Bob ALP  {39.36) 38,114
KAPPHAN, Bill Ind (0.07) 69
VARTY, Rosemary Lib.  (48.92)47.379
NARDELLA, Michael  Democrats (4.57) 4434
LUMSDEN, Brian Ind (0.19) 178
COTTERELL, Janny NDP  (2.5) 2419
INFORMAL (1.96) 1938



