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Victoria• s embattled mouri- By BRENDAN noxious weeds and fire control. 
tain cattlCIQ.ell Will turn to the I· . · 1- 'Locked gates, over-grown 

· · . . . DELAHUNTY . _ traeks and "ridiculous reaQla-
·media for suj>patt iJ;t . their . tions" were ·among other pro- .-
.fight against grazing bans in Mr Treasure said last Sunday's . blems with the .- govermD"111s 
the Bogong National Park. rally .was N, especially consider- management plan, Mr Tr~e 

Mountain Cattlemen's Ass9cla- mg the isolation.of~ location.· said. 1 • 

tion president David Treasure said "We had to· brin1 the attention ·.. But Ms Setches said tbe cat- . 
he would take journalists into the of the public to the whole issue of tlemen Just wanted low cost graz- · 
part on March 8 and 9 to. shQw --managemept problems · in the ing riglits in the most sensitive ·. 
why his group thought ·grazing Bogong National Park," he said. parts of Bogong National Park, · 

·was important for the high Main catalyst of last Sunday's and there were compelling reasons 
country. · rally ·was .a plan to phase out · · why grazing should be withdrawn . 

The cattlemen want to- take 11,~ hectares of high country from J>8!tB of the park. Sile listed . 
media into the natiorial i)erk to grazing leases by 1991. 10 speaes or endangered plants .. " 

<· capitalise on gOod press fr~m a Mr . Treasure said the plan . alfected by graziilg, plus several 
big rally at Watcbbed Cret~ flat would "evict" 11 families from others which have been severely 
on the B.ogong High Plai~~ last their .. hiah countrf grazing leases · reduced by grazing. . .' 
SUnday;· :· · · · . ·· and thr~ten tJieir liv~Jihoods. ''This is.a unique ~viromnent · 
· More than lQOG people · "If the mountain cattlemen go, wbichisiinportant for ·ilaturecon-
gathercd at the remote creet .. flat then there goes the last critical servation, m;reation and water 
to · protest against Victorian voice against -mismanagement in . production," Ms Setcbes said. 
Government plans to exclude the high country," Mr Treasure. Of the 386,000!'&. of:bilb.coun-
cattle from part of the national said. · try open to grazmg, the g0-vern-
park. . "The mountain cattlemen are ment plans tO phase out 17~SOOha 
· But Minister for Conservation; the tast.-:-aroui> with an intimate of leases, mostly in Bogong . Na-
. Forests and Lands; Kay Setches,- knowledge of the area." tional Part. 
said . it would be far · better for Mr ·Treasure saicf"his group was Ms Setches said ·cattlemen ~- · · 
cattlemen to come down off_ the concerned that Kosciusko Na- joyed cheap grazing rights of $3' a 
mountain and enter into genuine. tional Part in NSW had been set beast for a three to four-month 

. negotiations with her department.. up. as a model of bow Victorian graziq season. 
She accused the cattlemen'.s ~ parks should. be run. SbC said her government 'had 

association of stagin• an emo~ve He~ that Victoria's Con- offered to investigate alternative 
and. ~lf1Sh ~paipr color~ ~ · savati<>Q, 14'.orests .and - Lands grazing areal .for .tbOse affected, 

· ' 'JDJSinformatioftW about grazing department 1Jbdgets were too but the Mountain Cattlemen's 
· ~ ecologically sensitive moun~ -,SlllBll_J9 ~ ~oua 0\8BlfC- ~ation had·tefused·to-discusa 

areas. .~· : _ , -~t :~ sUch ~ v~ • . ~ISSue . . · 
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