e Cattlemen make history

RIDING HOME A PROTEST
AGAINST THE PARK

History was made on September 4th, 1984 when Melbourne was invaded by Mountain
Cattlemen and their supporters on horseback. in what some Commentators called ‘‘the greatest

display of horsemen since the Light Horse left Melbourne for war’'.

The two day protes! was designed
to achieve maximum anti-National
Park publicity, and with key
Cattlemen faking sel areas of
responsibility, the exercise ran like
clockwork

Clive Hodge's wide expernence
with civil delence and search and
rescue work was called on 1o co
ordinate police and City Councils’
requirements, Jim Commins
handled V.LP. invitations and
associated matters, Josette Chircop
was the Melbourne assistant, with
the rest of the “Ride” committes;
Don Kneebone, Jack and Chartie
Lovick and Grasme Connley taking
responsibility for seclions of Ihe
organization.

Graeme Stoney as liaison officer,
was the overall co-ordinator of the
project, Media contact and one of

the spokesmen.
The exercise stanted with an
ovemight camp al Dandenong

Showgrounds, which was arranged
courtesy of the Dandenong Clty
Council

The media flocked 1o the scene,
and from Sunday evening the
publicity flowed frealy
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At a press lunch on Monday
September 3rd, Jim Commons,
Kevin Sanderson, Des Crowe and
Graeme Stoney explained
Catllemen's problems to the media,
and explained thal the issue was a
lot wider than just Alpine grazing
The Producer of “The Man from
Snowy River”, Geoff Burmowes had
the biggest impact when he
concisely explained the heritage of
the Mountain Cattlemen and the
serious threal which axists 1o the
Continuation of a National Insti-
tution

Clive Hodge introduced Liam
Bradley, a conservationist, who had
written a song especially for the
occasion. Liam explained that he
has always bedn very conscious of
conservation issues such as the
Franklin problem, but had decided
that the Catlemen's cause was
totally different 1o other
conservalion issues, and therefore
decided o write a supporting song.
Liam performed his song for the
media, and a tape ol the song plus
ane by the Cobbers which was also
writen for the occasion was played
throughout the two day protest

The afteroon was spenl in a nde
through Dandenong “to see how Lthe
horses liked trams.” No trouble with
trams in Dandenong!

The next moming, 307 riders, two
waggons and more than 200 people
in 4WD descended on Parliament
House to the applause and delight
of a large crowd. Ministers Rod
Mackenzie and Evan Walker, along
with Opposition Leader Jeft
Kennetl, National Party Leader Peter
Ross-Edwards and many other
politicians assembled to watch the
show. (National Party spokesman
for Conservation, David Evans
actually rode in the demonstration,)

Gus Mercurio kepl the ball rolling on

Don Leithheads P.A. System which.

could be heard blocks away.

PRESENTATIONS

After a speech and presentation
ol a Petition containing 12,000
signatures by Jim Cummins, Clive

Hodge and Christa Mitchell
4] ted repre s ol the
three political parties with a

Mountain Cattleman poster.
A highlight ol the rally was Jack

v

Lovick leading "Denny”, the horse
used by The Man in the film The
Man from Snowy River, Denny was
saddled and had a pair ol boots
meversed in the stimups, Jack took
the microphone and still on horse-
back explained the significance of
this tradition. He explained that
people such as the Cattlemen who
know the full story, consider that the
proposal by the Government for a
massive Alpine MNational Park
sounds the deathknell for the High
Country as we know 0 today
Therelore the boots reversed is a
sign of mouming.

Premier John Cain did not accept
an Invitation 1o attend the rally and
accepl the Petition. A Government
press release described the ride as
a pointiess grandstanding exercise
However, Mr. Cain did meet Jim
Commins, Clive Hodge and Graeme
Stonaey (still In their riding gear and
spurs} in his Parliament House
Office later in the day when it
became obvious how popular the
Protest was with the public and the
media

In discussions alter the ride, old

* Photo courtesy The Herald.

hands at Parliament House named
vanous memorable Protests. The
most violent, the most peacetul, the
largest, the smallest, and the most
unpopular ware mentioned. All were
agreed that the sight of the horses,
wagons and people outside the
House was by far the most inspiring
and made people proud o be
Ausiralian. Even the people held up
in trams were clapping

The media treated the Cattiemen
accordingly, and the exercise
received favourable (reatment,
including Editorials in the
Melbourne Herald, and Stock and
Land

Tel on was at N point
and included a special production
by Channel 10 of Liam Bradley's
song, with film footage of the
Cattlemen in the Mountains.

The Willisee Show, ABC,
Nationwide, Countrywide, and News
Bulletins, covered the ride and the
Alpine Park Protesiiin detail
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WHO WANTS TO HELP?

Since the Melbourne Ride, Cattlemen and Associate members throughout Victoria have
rallied to help by organizing stalls selling Posters, T Shirts and Stickers at various shows and

gatherings.

Besides the money these elforis
generate, the projects are keeping

the Cattlemen and Iheir friends
before the Public

Some of the Catllemen
Associsles aitended the Groal

Pack horses
from Walhalla

Well known Mountain Cattleman,
safarl operator and bushman, Clive
Hodge s undertaking a big project
earty in March

Clive has been asked 10 bring a
atring of packhorsas from Walhalla
to Rosadale in a re-enaciment of
early transpori In that area

The trip has been organised as
part of the Shires ol Rosedale,
Namacan and Port Albert's 160th
celebrations

In the early days, waggons could
only carry goods as lar as Rosedale
trom the ships at Port Albant

The country between Rosedale
and the diggings becama loo rough
and pack horsas were used o carry
supplies to the minars working in
the Walhalla aroa.

Clive's horses will be carying
letters which will largely consist of
stamp collectors’ mail.

When he finishes the project,
Clive hopes 10 load two horses and
head straight to Melbourne for the
Moomba parade by the cattieman on
March 11

Mountain
Cattilemen’s
Who’s Who

MOUNTAIN CATTLEMEN'S
ASSOCIATION
OFFICE BEARERS

President, Jim Commins, Ensay.
Secitreasurer, Coral Asion, Ensay
Vice presideni, Clive Hodge,
Valencia Ck.
Vice president,
Tawonga.

Vice president, Graeme Connley,
Benambra.

Liaison and PR, officer, Grasme
Stoney, Mansfield.

Special Projects, Lyle McCready,
Whoarouly.

Marketing, Joanna Rogers, Baims.
dale

MOUNTAIN CATTLEMEN
ASSOCIATES

President, Bill Swestland, Hawthom
Secretary, Sue Silvers, Nth Balwyn
Cattiemen’s Rep,, Graome Stoney,
Mansfisid

Committee: Mark Granland. Josatte
Bradley, Geofl Ritler, Neil Parrat
*Piease nole: This is an interim
commitiee and all hope eventually
1o be replaced

Anyone interested in nominating
please call Sue Silvers (sec) 03)
850 3185

Harry Rydar,

Originally Il was considerad that
we lorm a group called “Friends of
the Mountain Cattleman” but at the
Mesting It was agreed thal we could
maintain closer flinks with the
Mountain Cattiemen themselves It
we joined their preseni Associales,
This organization is now simply an
enlargement and mobilization of the
original Associates of the Mountain
Cattlemen group

A Sleering Commilloe was
announced al the Meeting and it
consists of Mr. Bill Sweeiland,
Chairman, Graeme Stoney, Geoff
Ritter, Josstte Chircop, Nell Perret,
Sue Silvers and Mark Grantand. This
committee all hope 1o be eventually
replaced - please consider oflering
yourseli lor nomination

The lssue
As we all know, the issua of the

Mountain Race of Victoria at
Sheepyard Flat which was
organized by the Mansfield

Chamber of Commerce

They conduclted a stall of
products and were swamped with
people

They took more than 33,500 with
customers three deep wanling to
buy

The busy workers were Helen
Stoney and children, Sue Dyason
and children, Lyn Brewster, Josette
Bradley, Sue Silvers, Jan Hobbs and
others

Sue Silvers held a stall at the
Manslield Show and at the Geelong
Show Lyn Mulligan and family and
Ken Connley showed the flag.

Judy McCarmack and her friends
had a stall at the Merrifig Bush
Plenic and at Myrtleford Max Blair,
Harry Ryder and the North East
Caltlemen’s Branch members had a
most successiul two days.

Barry Masters organized a very

grand display and stall at Traralgon
Show.

He went into It with greal
enthusiasm and professionaliam,
with photographs of the Fige and
various huls in the High Country

He was assisted by Craig and
Dawn

Craig was interviswed on the two
lecal radio stations aboul the issue
of the Mountain Cattlemen

THE FUTURE

Because the etfor! is growing we
now need lo establish a procedure
for luture stalis, retum ol money
poods, ondernng slc

To avoid confusion and gel the
besl deal, MCAV Markating Officer
Joanne Rogers, will be doing the

ordering for all goods with the
manutacturer,
PROCEDURE

Cattiemen’s Branches are (o deal
direct with Joanne (phone 051 524
128)

She will organize orders and
arrange lor delivery andior return of
unsold items and paymeni lor the
goods

Cattiemen's Branches hive the
option of retmning profits for local
branch needs, or ratuming the total
#mount to Joanne's Merchandise
account

PLEASE DO NOT DEAL DIRECT WITH
OUR MARUFACTURERS.

ASSOCIATE EFFORTS

Associales who wish o help
should contact Sua Silvers who will
co-ordinale youwr efforts and order
goods from Joanne on your behalf,

All Associate's efforts am to go
through Sue to Joanne to avoid
conlusion in ordering

PERSONAL ORDERS
Qrder direct from Joanne Rogers,
Box 744, Baimadale, Phone: 051 524
128,

ASSOCIATES OF THE
MOUNTAIN CATTLEMEN

MEETING AT THE EXHIBITION BUILDINGS

We had an overwhelming response and more than 300 people attended the Meeting held at
the Exhibition Buildings on October 25th, 1984, 150 Apologies were received from people who
regretted that they could not be present, but showed interest and support and expressed the wish to
join any new association which was to be formed.

future management of the High
Country is a lol wider and involves
more people than just the Cattlemean
and Alpine Grazing. Up until now the
Cattlemen have been spear-heading
the atllack, but now the Associates
can help widen the issua.

We understand that i the
Governmen! Is re-elected the
appropriate legisiation will be intro-
duced into the lirst sitting of the
new Parllament. Please all make a
point ol lobbying lor our cause
Maka an appoiniment with your own
local member of the State Parlia-
mant and ask him i anyone has
done a costing on this project. it
appears to us that this information
has not been neleased, and is a big
consideration from the public’s
point of view. Also ask hinf1o make

a nole, that you, as a constituent are
tirmly againsi the extension lo the

Alpine. Park, and that he must
consider YOUR opinion on this
matter,

It was quite obvious at the

Meeting that a greal number ol
people are concemed aboul the
proposal to creat a massive National
Park in the Alps

Since Oclober the Commiites has
been quietly working behind the
scenes in several confidential areas
For up o date details of this work
you should speak to any of the Com
millea,

The current membership of the
Associales has swelled to almost
600, The more Members we have the
sironger our position. Please
en:outags your Inends 1o join us

I you would like to join or halp in
any way, please write 1o Sue Slivers,
28 Cityview Road, Noth Balwyn,
3104, Sue has been appointed
Assistant Secrelary (o the Mountain
Cattlemen’s Assoclalion of Vicloria
and  will handle all Assoclate
Memberships, queries otc. Il you
have any ldeas you think may help
Ihe cause ploase elther write 10 or
phone her - 03 859 3185, and she will
be pleased 1o lorward your sug-
gestions 1o ihe Committea.

Those of you who have expressed
a wish 1o join and have nol yet paid
your mambership fes, please make
sure your cheque s sent lo Sue
Siivers as soon as possible

HOWQUA RIVER
STORM

A devastating storm hit the 8
- 12 mile area on the Howqua
River on December 13th, 1984,

The storm appeared 1o tollow up
Howgqua River and blew down the
windward side of each spur above
the 8 mile cutting, leaving some
areas untouched bul complately
stripping other areas and uprooling
large trees.

Cattleman Jack Lovick sald that
in all his experienca he had nol seen
anything like the destruction

Families of two early cattiemen
recall Ihal those two men wer
caught in a similar storm in 1945

The late Eadley Stoney and the
late Jack Ware were hit by a storm of
semilar proportions on the 12 mike
fial as they were taking their caltle 1o
the Bluff run, about the same time of
tha year

Jack Ware threw himssi{ between
Iwo logs and Eadiey Stoney dropped
down a convenient mine shalt about
10" deep.

Both cattlemen and thair horses
escaped unhurl, but shaken by the
Incidant

i

Photo - courtesy Stock & Land.

CONNLEY TAKES HIS
SECOND
CATTLEMENS CUP

Ken Connley proved his suparionity
to notch up his second win in this
event. held al Ihe 1384 Get Together

Conlusion reigned shorlly alter
the start. when the riders
dismounted o collect their “feed
bags”. Graeme Stoney snaiched a
long lead through the rees and
calile yards, with Connley lying
second and Johnny Harvey closing
the gap in third place.

Al “Shaws Cresk, Harvey
attempling to pass the other two
riders took an almighty spill and
landed in front of the other horses

Harvey's horsa fall into the creak

In the resulting tangle Connlay
took the lead and won comliortably
from Stoney and Haydan Hamillon

The game Harvey remountad and
still finished in the middie ol the

field
Tha Wonnangatta “Ghost"
disguised as Clive Hodge in

Marion’s best tablecloth appearsd
during the Hat races, to Ihe greal
delight of the crowd, and finished
ofi an exciting moming
Ken Connley took second place in
the Great Mountain Race of Victoria
held at Sheepyard Flat in November
This race is conducted by the
Mansfield Festival Committes'and is
open fo all comers,
Well done Ken!
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I want my children to carry
on our tradition, but will they
be allowed?™"
Christa Mitchell
Bairnsdale

CATTLEMEN'S POSTER

Thanks to a generous eftforl by
Christa Mitchell, Rhonda Treasure and
John Rogers. a fine poster was
produced in time for the Malbourne
campaign.

Bearing the 150th anniversay
logo, the poster depicts thres
Cattlemen on  horses on Mt
Waombargo looking north toward Mt
Kosciusko. This is on the Rogers
catlle run which the Rogers have

ze 1904 and which is now
National  Park

n  Ihe

n Rogers, Gordon Moon and

Hayden Hamillon are fealured on
the Poster which Is on sale al the
Get Together
Joanne

and available from
Ragers or the three
eman who organised the
i M

OUNTAIN CATTLEMEN COME TO TOWN

WHICH WAY THE ALPS?

by Jim Commins

Some years ago. a book entitled “*Alps at the Cross-
roads’ appeared on bookshelves but as we leave the past for
history and progress into 1985 it now does appear that the
Alpine area of Vicloria really is at the crossroads.

A vast expanse of lerritory larger
than some siales in Europe, with
extensive natural and renewable
resources, and good prospects for
valuabla underground  resources
that are as yet generally undefined,
lies before us, waiting 1o be utilised
indetinitaly into the fulure

The whole area is the State's
most valuable water calchmenl and
15 an exiensive mosaic that includes
exlensive areas suitable for caltle
grazing. large [racts ol valuable
milling timber and regenerating
lorests, plus very large areas of
natural wilderness, most of which is
unlikely to have any use lor man
excepl lor recreational activities

Conllict of opinion  has arsan
during the planning stage for the
tuture ol this large land mass that
has been the work place for three to
five generations of many families

All natural bushland in the Stale
that is uralienated from the Crown
has always been a natural park
whaie commercial interests and
recreational aclivities co-existed in
narmony until professional agitators
sfimed up unrest

We are now In & pericd of
considerable change with the
restructuring ol public deparimenis
associaled with public land into one
managing authonty with regional
areas ol management

This could be a very progressive
move provided local inhabitanis are
able to make posilive inputs and the
regional managers are not merely
the puppets of distan! bureaucracy.

Just as a need for restructuring at
administrative level may be consid-
aened assary it might equally be
concelved that the scheduls of rules
and regulalions for a Victorian
Alpine National Park should be
redefined and set a new standard
rather than blindly lollow ancient
guidelines thal will lead 1o profligate

| wasie

THE NAME ISN'T IMPORTANT

It matters liltle what a given area
of land is named. Il is efficient

managamen! and wise use ol
e50uUrces that s most important.
Until thare s official

acknowledgement of the many and
le positive netl benalits
from catlle grazing, and longer term
assurances are glven for tenure and

¥,

other matters, mountain cattlemen
are strenuously opposed 1o the pro-
posed massive exiension lo the
already large alpine national park
plans.

There are also good grounds for
rejection by the members of the

general public as they become
aware of the many general
restrictions and bureaucratic

humbug thal is now associated with
National Parks. (Take for example
the long list of planned rules for
saddle horses while wild brumbies
are lree {0 roam and graze as they
will),

WILL THERE BE
ANATIONAL PARK
AND IF SO —
HOW BIG?

In spite of the resull ol the last
round of submissions relating to
this, thal were invited by the Govemn-
ment when over 70 per cent of some
thousands of respondants indicated
a preference for not enlarging the
proposed alpine park, the Govern
ment seems determined fo gloss
over this significant indicator, and
press for the extended area

Together with resolving this
matter, the wider issue of manage-
ment and utilisation needs to be
addressed

Unless a genuine mulll use
concept can be adopled where the
ellorts and enterprise of Individuals
of groups can be allowed to operale
and provide employment or services
In harmany with the environmen!
then the national parks within the
alpine area should be reduced rather
than enlarged

There are many indications thal
this natlon ¢an no longer allort 1o be
wastelul of resources and opport-
unities

It is hoped that the peopla ol
Victona will consider all aspects of
Ihe tar reaching decispons to be
made and make Iheir opinions
known to thelr Pariamen tary repres-
entative before it is too lale.

The next lew months will
probably show whal direction will be
taken in the Eastemn Highlands of
Victoria. Let us hope It is the right
ona

President Jim Commins, Ensay —
A resounding success”™




THE GRAZING COSTS ISSUE

by Tim Barker V.F.G.A.

If the Government proceeds with its proposal to sharply increase the cost
of grazing leases, cattiemen will be forced off the high country.

Last year, lollowing a review ol
grazing leases on all Crown land, the
Governmen! proposed 10 increasa
the cost ol grazing leases o the rate
ol £3 par dry sheep equivalent. The
Mountain Caltlemen’s. Associatiory,
logether with the Victorian Farmers
and Grazlers” Association, has so far
been able 1o convince the Govern
ment that an annual lee based only
on  carying capacily  with no
discount for the additional cosis
Invaivied in Alping grazing would be
ineguilable and lead 0 axcessive
and unaccoptable charges. They
argued thal there are significani
addilional costs incumed by catlie-
men in moving caltie on o high
counlry leases and ihere are cosis
of armmal husbandry nol incurmed
lower leval agistmenl

Tha MCA together with the VEGA
canvinced the Government not to
apply its new lormat of charges until
a detailed survey ol grazing costs
had bean underiaken. As a result the
|ncrease in grazing charges for 1983
was limited 1o 10%

A grazing cosl survey conducted
by the VFGA showed that the total
costs of high counlry grazng
Incurred by mountain  cattlemen
vaned substantially trom 88¢ per
head per week |o over 85 per head
por weak: Similarly, licence charges
varied considerably with a range of
less than 5¢ per head per week o
over B0c per head per week. For
some cattlemen (he lease as a
proportion of total cosis, was
almost a quarter, whereas lor some
Il was as low as one per cent. In a
bid o cope wilh this range ol
circumstances, the VFGA proposed
Ihe lollowing formula to the Minister
for Conservation, Forests and
Lands;

An acceplance ol commercial
agisiment discounted for the
costs associated with cattle
husbandry and travel peculiar
lo the alpine runs, and dis-
counted where appropriate for
1he quality of agistment

This lormula was cesigned 1o
calculate the cost of leases, but
soma individual caltiemen’s costs
ae s0 high ihat the fomuia
proguced an unacceptably low
licence charge lor some cattiemen
As the formula lended to subsidise
or al least compensate lor high cosi
operations. | was considered

THANKS

The Mountain Cattlemen wish 1o
thank Harry Stephenson for making the
curranl Edition of the Voice of the
Mountains possible.

s on sale now from various
outiels or Joanne Rogers, Box 744

Bairnsdale
Jim Commins
President

MCAV BRANCH NEWS

FROM MYRTLEFORD

Boxing Day 1984 saw the first
Mountain Cattlemens stall at the
Myrtieford Golden Spurs Rodeo.

The slall was a tremendous
success and was warmly received
by the public

More than 80 T Shirts, 35 posters
and many stickers were sold

The stall was manned by Max
Blait, Sharon Twitchetl, Kelvin Bush
and Hary Ryder

On the 4th January the Myrtletord
Bush Markel was the venue for an
even better stall and a ride through

appropeiate  lo  standardise  |he
caltieman's cosl per head &l an
avarage ol $2 70 per head per wesk
It the markel price lor agistment ol
$3 per head per week was used alter

the costs ted with  bhigh
counliry grazing werg deducted, this
lalt a 30¢ per head per week
slandard charge lor grazing leases

This proposilion was put to the

Depariment ol Conservalion
Forests and Lands which then
relerrad o lo the Department of
Agriculture  Althaugh a year has

elapsed (hore has baen no response
by the Govemmen|
Recent and very high accounts for

grazing leases |ndicale that the
Governmen! is again attempling o
force the issue ol dramatic

mcreases in grazing licences
Recently MCA President Jim

Commins wrote (o the Minister fos

Conservation, Forests and Lands

“Al a recent meeling of the
Mauntain Cattleman’s Associ
align greal concerm was
axprassed at tha exorb

itant fees for grazing runs that
some ol our members have
recanily received from the
Departiment ol Conservation
Forests & Lands

The accounis recetved were nol
not only tar above the nomat
pergentage nse for Government
charges. bul thay also included
arears for the excessive
amounts thal were charged last
year, plus inleres!. | belisve thal
mosl of our members would
have paid lasl year on the basis
of the direction you gave that
charges based on the previous
year's rate, plus 10%, would be
acceptable until the matter of

lees lor Crown land Qrasmg
allotmenta could be Larly e
solved

Since there has been no furiher

communicalion on this malter
direclly from you of through the

slonan Farmers and Graziers
Assaciation who have baen
reprasanting us, | can only
nelieve thal these unrealistic
scale ol lees have somehow
pot into a modem compuler
15ed sysiem and unless ther i
somaé positive remedial aclion
are likaly 1o remain

Our members are alarmed and
apprehensive by Ihe release of
these demands and resolved
that unless they are quickly
withdrawn, they will use avery
avenue thay can 1o try and
comrect the situalion '

AL the lime ol going lo Press the
Govarnment was indicating thal if is
currently reviewing the existing
syslems lor  levelling grazing
charges howevir no comment was
lorthcoming at thal stage

STATE
ELECTION

As we wen! to Press, a state election was called for March 2.

It re-slected the Governmen! has
indicated that they will proceed with
legislation 1o almost double the size
of National Parks in the Alpine area

Their proposal is opposed by
Mountain Cattlemen, thair
associates, and many thousands ol
tha Victorian community

The Mountain  Catllemen's
Associatlon is a non-political argan
isation and until now have been
extremely carelul 1o remain so

However, we have reached a point
where we have 10 make a political
stand

In view of ihe forthcoming elec:
tion and the implications for us, we

*VOICE"'
Contributors Wanted

aboul the Migh Country are
Invited 1o submit copy for the
next Edition of the Voice of the
Mountains.

SEND TO:

Coral Aston, Ensay — of

Sue Sitvers, 28 Cityview Road,
North Balwyn, 3104 —

or your nearest  Mountain
Cattleman

pS Ny

the strests by more than 40
C aoc by pack-
horses and dogs
The Bush Markel is an annual COBBERS RELEASE A
event and this yoar the strest was CATTLEMEN'S SONG

linad with an
people

I was a great publicity
opportunily for the Cattiemen

The majority of the crowd were
visitors

The stall was financially
successlul with more than 70
gaments baing sold

Thanks to the efforts of Jeannette
Chalwell, Sharon Twitchett, Julle
Witherow and Max and Leanna Blair,

The fact that these stalls go so
wedll shows what progress has been
made by the Caftiemen in the last
couple of years.

estimated 6,000

The momentum must be
makntained!

Harry Ryder,

Sec. N.E. Branch

Tawanga.

Thie well known Cobbers musical
group recenily released n single of
their song written In support of the
Mountain Cattlomen,

Tha Fastival single is available at
all record shops and is lor sale at the
Get Together and through Joanne

Rogers phone: 051 524 128, Box 744,
Baimsdale

Liam Bradiey who played a song
he compossd a! the Press
conference  at  Dandenong  will
reigase his single this year and this
will be available from Joanne later in
the yoar
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**SNOWY RIVER'' TEAM
TO FILM AGAIN

A full length feature film, set
in the High Country will be
produced this year.

The Producer ol “Tha Man fram
Snowy River” Mr. Geofl Burrmwes
and s Director Mr. George Miller
have teamed up again 10 produce
the Tilm

The tneme of the movie will be a
love slory s&t in the Alpa. agams!
the background o! the
lurmoil over the nghls ol Mauntain
Cattieman (o continue 1o QraTe thetr
High Country leases

The beauty and majesty ol the
Alping area as seen in the “Man
will be protrayed aven more vividly in
this new produclion

Al this stage plans are under way
to film locations throughout the
Alps including near Omeo and af
Mansfiald

Current

have no altemalive but to recom
mend 1o our supporiers thal they
Qive whaolehearied backing o cand)
dates whose policy does not
promise support 1o the extension ol
Alpine National Parks
During the campaign please
speak. 1o candidates for bolh
Houses on the issue and make your
views known
J.A. Commins
President M.C.AY.

BOGONG
INSPECTION

A small inspection party travelled by
AWD and horseback across ihe Begong
High Plains recently.

In the group was a Professor of
Fores) Pathology with the University
ol Washington, US.A., Professor
Charles Driver

Led by Mountain Cattlemen, Bill
Hicks and Wally Ryder, the group
included Rob Painck and Tooy
Plowman (SCA), Harm Van Rees
{Research). Ken Temry (SCA retired),
and Graeme. Chris and David Stoney
(calllemen)

Inspections were made ol
ressarch projects being camed out
by Harm Van Rees and the state of
the High Plains generally

Professor Driver made Inleresting
and pertinent commenis on the
comparisons between Ihe USA
rangeland and the Vicloran High
Plains

WEDDING AT

EARLY **VOICE"
COPIES WANTED

A supporier of the Mountain
Cattlemen has donated several
Voico of the Mountains to the
Royal Historical  Society of
Victorin,

To complete the sei lor the
Society, and for her to
compiie a personal sel ol the
edilions, sha wishes fto
purchase Volumes 1, 2 and 3
plus some later editions

Anyone who can help is
asked o contact: Mrs. Loma
Bodman, 32 Wanda Road.
North Caullield
Phone: 03 509 7520

the cattle yards.

other direction.

barbecue.

moming.

HOLMES PLAIN

Highlight of the 1984 Get Together was the
marriage of Cattleman Tom Conniey and Sue Briggs
on the Saturday afternoon.

Attended by approximately 20 mounted cattle-
men and her daughters as bridesmaids, Sue and her
brother were driven by Doug Treasure in his jinker
slowly across the plain towards the large crowd near

Tom, attended by his brothers rode in from the
A short and moving ceremony was conducted by
a Priest who was flown into the Snowy Piains airstrip
by Ben Buckley, and the happy couple were congrat-
ulated later that evening during the festivities at the

Tom competed in the Cattiemen’s Cup the next

s
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THE ROLE OF RESEARCH
IN MANAGING THE ALPS

by Rob Patnck

Semior Soil Conservationist (Alpine)

Alpine areas are known for their natural beauty and resources as
well as their severe climate.

Those of us who use the Alps lor
grazing, limbar harvesling, mining o
a hos! of recreational pursuits do so
because ol the resources available

Wa also know thal each of these
uses has an impact on the land —
sometimes obvious, sometimes nol

Whether these c are
acceptable or not depends firstly on
the ability of the land to ¥

{b) invenling lalse obsarvalions
Soll consarvation inlerests in the
Alps revolve around managing the
alpine vegetation 10 ensure them is
adequate plant cover o protect he
land from erosion.

We are thersfore concamad with
manag of the goland
which are used primarily for summe

such uses withoul detrimenl 0
water  supply calchmenis  and,
socondly, on other values thal
Individuals or groups place on Ihe
Alps

It i in this minelield of value
|utgements and smotive arguments
that rational decisions on sound
land managemanl can be

How often have you been laced
with opposing poinis of view from
people you consider have years ol

alpine experience?

Research is the (ool we can use to
compare different sels ol
observallons in order 10 lind

common ground. Relevant research
can provide us with usetul
information. on  which 1o base
managemani decisions

However, we need fo be mindlul
of the fact that no one can observe
everything

Your quality as a “scienfist
depends on whal you - select o
observa and how wall you da it

Two common &fmors in
observation which apply to all of us
ane
{a)

The Man that Couldn’t Go

When you ride down Swanston
Stroot

Those city folk 10 show

Il you notice a small gap in the
procession,

One horse just couldn’t go

missing the obvious

| fed him up and rugged him,

I even changed his shoes,

It's nat his fault he won't be there,
I was born o lose

I didn’t defiberately ket you down.
And I'd like you all lo know,

My thoughts will st be with you,
Although | couldn’t go

Mo man is indispensible.
Though every hand should show.
And | sinceraly apologise

| just couldn’t go

Don Kneebone
*Copynight August. 1984

vl g, and Q ol all land
disturbance caused Ihrough
construction activities, ski resorn
development and other recreational
activities.

Space does nol permit detailed
explanalion ol these projecis of
results (o date

It would also be unfair of me 1o
condense such research Into & lew
words

Cureni research projects incluge:-
1. Vegetation survey and mapping
al the Bogong High Plains - an aid to
land use planning and monitoring of
vegetalion changes
2. Vegsatation change the
Bogong High Plains an
assessment ol vegetation changes
since 1936 through detalled
comparson of asrial photographs
3. Revegetalion Irials
determineg:-

(ithe benefits ol using both

on

10

(inpthe use ol snowgrasses lor
soil stabilization
4, Monitoring ol grazed and
ungrared grassiand on the Bogong
High Plains. An extension to this
research during the 1984/85 summer
= tha use of a runfall simulalor
tmaking rain in & building that looks
like a country dunny) 1o Hind out how

much pianl cver s needed 1o
pravant soil erosion ocourming
5 The ellect ol fire In alpine
heathland on soil loss and
vegelation changes

| have made culren! reseaich
reporis  available to  Catilemen
represantatives on  the Alpine

District  Advisory Committee (Bill
Hicks, Bill Cumming) and all of you
are welcome o contact myseil, or
the ressarch workers concemed, 1o
discuss the detail

We will never have all the anawers
on the effects of land use on ihe
alpine environment and | suggest
thal as responsible land managers
and caltlemen wa should heed the
words ol Lowell, who said “The
mark ol an educated man is the
ability 10 make a reasoned gQuess on
fhe  basis of Insufficient infor-
malion

native and exolic plants

finhe affect ol mulch and
ledilizer on recolonization by nalive
plants

MEN OF THE HIGH COUNTRY

The Mountain Men came riding
Through the streets of Melboums
Town

They came from Gods Own Counltry
Where the jagged mountain peaks
Stand watch, as Horsemen, bring
thie catlle down

They caome 10 tring their message
Of & fight just for survival

They tell of how their forbears

Left a heritage behind them

How they braved the savage storms
Triumphed over weariness and pain
Their sons now ride those rugged
Irails again

So let them graze the High Plains
L&t them bring the cattle through
For no man loves our couniry as
thay do

True Australlan Bushman, men of
character and pride

Let all ol us remember the reason
lor their ride.

Mountain Cattlemen care for

-

1

T-shirts, Windcheaters,
Stickers withthis slogan
are available from

the High

42

Country

A4 Mountain
(llemen
care for the
gh country

M.C.A.V. Marketing
Manager, Joanne Rogers,
Box 744, Bairnsdale.
Phone: 051-524 128

OBITUARY

Wa record with regret the death ol
wall known Mountain Cattieman Mr.
Jack Guy of Wateriord

The Guy family owned Wonnan-
gatta Station for many yeéars and Is
one of the best known families In
the High Country

confidence.

EVERTON
BENALLA
WANGARATTA
BAIRNSDALE
MANSFIELD
BAIRNSDALE
BENAMBRA
OMED

ENSAY
TINTALDRA/CORRYONG
WANGARATTA
BAIRNSDALE
BAIRNSDALE
MANSFIELD
BENAMBRA
OMEO

ENSAY
MYRTLEFORD

togo

BUSHFIRES
— WHEN WILL THEY LISTEN?

Mountain Cattlemen have again spoken out in support of
more protective burning of forests.

They believe the jow priority given
by some Fores!t Managers and by
implication the governmeni, to the
praciice of protective buming has
been a3 magor contributing facior lo
Ihe recent bushlires

After the Intense lightning activity
which sparked off the many serous
fire « in th: Alpine area recenltly, the
fire . which gave the most lrouble
and al the time of going to Press
were sfill buming fiercely ware the
ones in areas that had nol been
managed by cool burning In the
Autumn,

Observers  state that many
lighining strikes occurred in aneas
that had been managed comeclly
and most ol those fires either went
out themselves or were brought
under conlrol with comparative
ease.

Well known forester, Mr Hugh
Brown, who was recently appointed
Fire Prescription Officer was in
charge of the Manstield group of
lires and then the major fire in the
Hotham-St Barnard area

“The lack of fuel reduction
burning in some areas ol the
country has been eéxiremely
frustrating,” he said with feeling,
speaking from the control centre for
the fires at Mt Hotham

Mr Brown cited the case of a
lightning sirike which occumed on
Rocky Ridge in the Manslield ares,
during @ hot north wind, (Rocky
Ridge was burnt within the last two
years as a management strategy).

“It just bumt slowly around a bit
and the boys finished Il off with
some rakes,” ha said

Mguntain Cattlemen, Lyle
McCready and Don Kneebone have
made the lollowing observations

“"What a pity last week's bushiires
ravaged the beautilul, well cared lfor
M1 Buttalo National Park. Mors than
a coincidence that this is the first
time since the 39 fires, a great pity
the Beveridges and Crambaones we
not sbll grazing cattle thera, the
inflammabla mataerial would have
been cut down and access o light
fires much easier

Had the thousands of dollars
spenl on aircraft helicopters, army,
navy, airforce personnel, etc. been
spent by esperienced people on
precautionary bums, the ama
ccvered Dy lightning strike fires
would have been minimal

‘When dealing with the elamanis
and thair effects anticipatory work is
essential

"The 'Greenies’ who demand vas|
areas of this same country for their
ideals and pleasure expect someona
olse (o care for il, never appearing of
commanting whan thors is strife

“Surely the Government can soo
Ihis, and as far as thay ars concem-
ed current disastrous fires must
have shown them that comparative-
ly small sums spent on protective
buming could save a 1ot of beauliful
country and save ihe taxpayer
millions of dollars

‘Lot us all suppont the idea of
muiliple usage and sensible
management of these once beautl
ful mountains,” he said,

Mountain Cattlermen are scathing
of the radical elements in the
conservation movement who, they
say, have influenced Govemments

and Alpine Managers againsi
sensible forest management
praclices

O5M
ESTATES
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The Mountain Cattlemen wish to thank Elders DSM
Estates for their generous sponsorship of this publication.
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value of the High Country to the prosperity of Victoria and both have been
working in the rural environment for the past 150 years.

We trus! we can look forward to the next 150 years with

FORTHCOMING AUTUMN CALF SALES

700 calves
1,000 calves
800 calves
700 calves
1.500 calves
B00 calves
1,500 calves
2,500 caives
1,500 caives
1,000 calves
800 calves
800 calves
2.000 caives
1,200 calves
800 calves
B00 calves )
500 calves )
1,000 calves

1st February 1985

Bth February 1985

15th February 1885

19th February 1885

22nd February 1885

5th March 1885

12th and 13th March 1985

14th March 1885
15th March 1985
19th March 1985
26th March 1985
20th March 1985

15th and 16th April 1885

To be Announced

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR NEAREST

BAIRNSDALE
OMEO
ENSAY
ORBOST
BENAMBRA
MANSFIELD
BENALLA

MYRTLEFORD
WANGARATTA
WODONGA
ALBURY
CORRYONG
WALWA

BRANCH
AT:—

David Walker, lan Parker, Gerald Newcomen (051) 52-3037

Tony Henson (051) 58-1328

Jamie Backingsale (051) 57-3255

Bill Lynn (057) 54-1808
Reg Tomkins (051) 59-8315

Rob Neely, John Murray (057) 75-2422
John Bourke, John Home, Greg Lewis, Don McDonald

(057) B2-1344
Peter Nicoll (057) 52-1098

John Canning, Mark Ryan (057) 21-2147

Bob Taylor, Peter Ruaro (060) 24-1944

Colin Weissel, Peter Crawshaw (060} 21-3355

Bob Yule (060} 76-1224, Stuart Pelerkin (060) 76-1049

Toby McDemmott (060) 37-1286




THE CATTLEMEN’S
CONTINUING BATTLE

DIARY OF EVENTS

1940 - 1985

The following is a brief resume of major events in the past 45 years
that have affected the Mountain Cattiemen’s way of life in the Alps.

THE 1940's

As an altermath of the 1938 fires
the Governmant instigated a
Royal Commission into Forest
Grazing. The report released by
Judge Stretton, severely  crili-
cised cattiemen for lighting fires
in the Alpine area but virtually
ignored the major effects of

0 g strikes. C e
garded the report as a massive
“cover up” with the Cattlemen
as the scapegoats.

An estimated 40 thousand callle
were being grazed in the High
Country and on bush runs in the
Alpine arga.

THE 1950's

Young sclentist Alec Costin
released his findings on the
Alpine arsa. Working at the time

G became
restlesds and despondent.
Caltiemen decide to use the
1982 Sheepyard get logether to
launch a full scale counter-
offensive to Conservation de-
mands and Governmen! moves
1o yet again increase Nalional
Parks and scale down Alpine
grazing.

Full success achieved, with the
media discovering the cattie-
men's poinl of view and what
benefit their industry is to the
community, Helicopters were
used to ferry press to the High
Plains lo take photos of cattle.
{These are still being used from

aly

the Park sysiam on the grounds
of cost to the community and
ioss of public freedoms. They
further threw Intc question, the
correciness ol present National
Park Service reguintions md man-
agemen! techniques as applired
to large Alpine areas
further stated that they intended
to push 1o have recognised the
value ol Alpine grazing which
they sa'd should be encouraged
not discouraged as was happen
ing at present

Protesi ride organized - a greal
success. with  the  Melbourmne
public. 12,000 strong petition de-
fivered 1o the steps of Parllament

CATTLEMEN IN MOOMBA

The Mountain Cattlemen
will be riding in this year's
Moomba Parade as their
contribution to Victoria's 150th
celebrations.

Director of the parade, Mr Tom
Morrissey, said he was delighled”
that the cattieman were riding In the
parade and said thal H would
provide an inspiring spectacle.

The following is a latter recaived
by the caitlemen, confirming the
event

The Liaisan Officer,

Mountain Catllemen

Daar Graeme,

It is with greal pleasure that the
Moomba Direclors accept your
entry and participation in the 1985
Moomba Procession, to be held on
Monday, March 11

We understand that the people
taking part in the Parade will be
members of the Mounlain
Cattiemen families, or people who
work with horses on the high

plains of Victora. As you can
appreciate we would like our
Parade 1o be as genuine as
possible

We would ask that the
Cattlamen torm in a tight form
ation, and keep that formation
throughout the whole Procession
The Procession Director or Pro-
cession Marshalls will be avail
able on the day for any question
you may have

If you have any further queries
please do nol hasitata to contact
me. Looking forward to your part-
Icipation in the Procession,

Tom Mormissey
Procession Director

Grasme Stoney will be organising
the day and co-ordinaling branch
participation in the rida which will be
approximately 100 horses.

It is hoped that as many Mountain
Caltlemen’s  children as possible
will take part in tha histonic
occasion

MANSFIELD

He explained 1o the large crowd

that the race is modelled on the
traditional bush riding of the
Mauntain Cattlemen who have buill
Up special bush riding expertise and
knowledge for 150 years

time to time,)

Slogan and Logo launched
stating “Mouniain Cattiemen
care for the High Country”, T- -
Shirts, Windchealers and stick-

House by 307 riders, 2 wagons
and 4 dogs and 200 people In
4WD

Conservation Movemen! reacl
strongly and accuse the cattie-

BRANCH NEWS

Mansfield Cattlemen were

with the Soll
Authoiity he claimed grave
damage had occurmed to Alpine
vegelation from overgrazing.
Paying little or no atiention 1o
tha ettects the rabbit plague and
horse population had on the
Alps, his published works have
beon used agains! the cattiemen
by conservation groups ever
since,

Since the findings wclira pub-

"The winner will be using all the
Conse o A e men of being “arogant” and  asked by the Mansfield Moun- taients of Mountain horsemanship
E(du:yml: ::n v:nm;em grazing re their heritage a "gross conceit tain Festival Committee 1o daring. skill and native cunning” he

Mountain Cattlemen Associates
formed at a meeting in Mai-
bourne attended by over 300

open the Mountain Festival
weekend which was held the

said
He wenl on 1o say that people had

* Second LCC. repori recom-
mends doubling the size of

first 2 beltes attend the even! in case the
Alpine parks, and the with- people. Membership stands at weekend in November wea is evenlually closed 1o horse
drawing of more areas from graz- more than S50 peapie The pamade was omanized DY .o and'the suills of the Mountain
ing. The Govemnment od  « in Cait . incal secretary John Gough, and the 3 o

Horseman were lost forever

OBITUARY

We regretfully record the passing

thal it intended o accept the
LCC. recommendations with
Legislation in the 1985 Autumn
session of Parllament (it re-

Cattiemen were applauded as they
rode down the streel al Dusk on
Friday evening: and again on
Saturday as part of a full procession

a household word and cattiemen
in demand to appear at Shows
and functions throughout the
State,

lished, tha M
have constantly maintained that
Coslin's lindings contain a high
personal blas against Alpine
grazing - and are grossly inac-
curne.

The 1960's:

1970's

The Consenatio 4
gained momentum
Costin's repors.

Some areas closed to grazing.
Mountain  Cattiamen’s . Associ-
ation formed to combat the in-
creasing threal, with Jack
Treasure as lounding President.
Aegular inspactions of the High
Country made by Politicians,
Government officlals and cattle-
men,

Little follow.up sclentific work
done,

from

Dick Johnson published "Alps
al the Corssroads”™ which be-
came tha Bible of the grows

With local Catllemen and identity
Jack Purcell carrying the Australian
Flag the Cattlemen led ihe sirool
crown to the sporis oval on the
Friday evening for a fi L

100 strong Mountaln Cattlemen
contingent invited to ride in the
1985 Moomba parade as the cil-
tlemens contribution 1o Vie

al two members of early Manslield
Mountain Cattlernen families, Mr
Fred Ross and Mr, Jack Klingspom.

* 16 Alpine Shire Councils prolest
against the proposed park.
When the proposal was an-

nounced the Cattlemen |m. _ loria’s 150th celebrations display.
mediately stated their | Meanwhie Catliemen fear for SRRV Officer, Graome _ FTOM Page 1.
o ion 1o the park and their future with the pending -2,
ppositon. ; e Lacintat and awalt the Stoney was asked o invite ihe
s W"m'-‘! - outcome of the election Crowd 1o the Urst Mountain Race PR“TEST nlnE‘_
FEa ey were f6d Up wilh o

Festival and open 10 all comers The print media was generous
and probably was summed up best
in the Bulletin which said in part -
the modem heirs of the Man
From Snowy River do not trust
and

dealing with constant inspec-
tions, Inquirkes, and submis-
sions 1o no apparent avail, They
stated  they were complately
against the proposal to double

o P y do not

trust “g " So the Victor
FROM PAGE 5 G s anni of its
BUSHFIRES intention to creat a single linked

Alpine National Park was greeted by
a public relations coup that lefl the
greenias gaping and the
govemmen! mifled ...their message
hardly mequired commentory. With
broad brimmed hats, moleskin
trousers, Williams boots and
baitered "Dryzabona™ oil skins they
wora the genuine Australian

They believe the serous bush-
fires that have been experienced
this summaer are a direct result of
consenvation groups impractical
aftituda and approach o good Forest
Management which inciudes pro-

tective buming and clearing of THE SIGN SAYS IT ALL
@ near dwel-

Conservation movement.
Radical elements took control of
the Australian Conservation
Foundation

More cattle runs closed for
various reasons (ski resorts, nat-
jonal parks, eto.).

Hameor Government aligned
itself with the Conservation
rovement and Instigated a com-
prehensive Land Conservation
Council Alpine area inquiry with
a view to declaring more areas
as Alpine National Parks,
Mountain Callernen led by Jim
Comming released comprehen-
sive documentation of the Alp-

*ine Grazing Industry, compiled

1

by McGowan & Associates. This
was 1o aid the LC.C. Alpine In-
vestigation

Late in the 1970's the LC.C.
recommended sweeping man-
agement changes to the Alpine
area, including the phasing out
over 10 years of some of the best
grazing area. These recommen:

0 pastoral article. Fronting lor them
was Graeme Stoney. An articulate
land owner from Manslield and
tactition of the Mountain
Cattiemen’s Association ol Victoria
Stoney looked into (he cameras,
proclaimed that the Alpine National
Park  legisiation inevitably would
result in the extinction of something
truly Australian and lald the blame
squarely on the greenles ... 10
describe the reaction of the Director
ol the Australian Consarvation
Foundation Dr, Geoli Mosley as
sour grapes is an undersialement,
“its greenie versus greedy" he said,”
The ride and comments 1o the
press by the Cattlemen cerainly
the true of the
conservation movement. On radio
and in newspapers statements by
conservalion leaders branded
Cattiemen “amogant, their heritage a
“gross conceil” and they were told
in no uncertain terms that thay ware
to be “got rid of™
As (he statements wers made, the
reasons lor riding were justified. The

lings
Liaison Officer for the Cattiemen,
Mr Grasme Stoney of Mansfield,
said that Mountain Cattleman have
been ing for more p
burning to be done for many years.
It this management practice is
withdrawn from the lower alpine
country and grazing withdrawn from
alpine meadows, It is possible that
within our fifetime a situation will
dovelop whera the Victorian Alps
could be ulterly destroyed by fire
from the valloy floors 1o the peak ol
Bogong, Victorla’s highest
mouniain

SPECIAL
150th ANNIVERSARY
SOUVENIR —
OLD CATTLEMENS PORT
This excellent idea come
from Associate Kelvin Bush

who did all the initial
and then sent all

were sub ly ac-
cepled by the Liberal Govemn-
mant ol the day,

980 — 1885
Mr. Potar Cabena released a com

cor yed na
empalthy with a young nation
striving 1o preserve the heritage of
s pi and no und 0
of our point of view.

W

the information down to the e
Commities, Geol! Ritter,
Marion Penniculk and Don
Porter took over and
organized il. Old Cattlemens
Porl comes in an aliractive

Thesis doc a

the otigins of the Mountain Cat-

jug with handia,
and is beautitully presented

fiemen who came in from the in its own special box. - A s 'v;fu;!he ive. National
Monan in 1834-5, Greal Present. Park.

Cattle numbers down to an esti- The Brown Bros Oid A

mated 20,000 - 18,000 head and Cattiemans Port  150th ‘I‘I:l?c‘:m 15 mtT:t
talling. Anniversary Special will be PRESSURE FROM CONSERVATION
The new Labor t in- on 2nd February at GROUPS WILL INCREASE AND THEY
stigated a sacond L.C.C. inquiry Junction Plains af the Cattie- WILL NOT REST UNTIL THE LAST
and issued explicit directions to mens Get Together, and will CATTLEMAN LEAVES THE ALPS AND
ihe LC.C. This was to biing to be available later from Hotels THEIR MERITAGE (WHICH BELONGS TO
fruition Labor party policy of a around the Alpine area, YOU ALL) IS BURIED FOREVER.
conliguous  Alpine  National :

Park.




