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NGRY farmers will protest 
Melbourne next week over 

he ban on alpine grazing and 
ther grievances. 
Thousands of farmers are ex
ted to converge on Parliament 

ouse on June 9 in support of 
ictoria's mountain cattlemen. who 
ere fast week locked out of the 

Farmers take anger to Spring St 
AJpine National Park by the Victor
ian Government. 

But Victorian Farmers Federation 
president Paul Weller said the 
protest was also motivated by anger 
over a range of Victorian Govern
ment policies, from pest control and 
drought relief to road funding. water 
and the Child Employment Bill. 

Disaffected groups will protest at 
the "Enough· s Enough Rally'' 

under the banner of Country Voice. 
The Gmemment's decision not 

to renew gra1Jng leases has sparked 
outrage among cattlemen, their sup
porters and farming groups. 

The Federal Government ha" also 
condemned the ban and is seeking to 
overrule it through an emergency 
listing of the cattlemen· s heritage 
under the National Heritage Act, 

Third generation cattleman Chris 

Stoney said the ban was "a kick in 
the guts•· and it was time to rise up 
against the Government. 

''One hy one. it (the Govern
ment) is picking us off." Mr Stoney 
said. ..The only way to tell this 
Government to pull Hs head in is to 
vote with our feet'· 

Mr Weller said fanner:- were sick 
of being ignored by the Government. 

.. The state has ignored us on 

drought. \Ve rww ha' c to h.1ve 
pennits for npping rabbit ourrows. 
They have ignore.d us on wild 
dogs,'' Mr Weller said. 

"The Child Employment Bill, 
(Port Phillip Bay) channel deepen
ing has been put on hold tand) rail 
sL1ndardisa1ion was a promise they 
never kept. 

'"They have ref used extra fund
ing for rural roads and (there is) a 
lack of funds for (the control) of 
weeds and feral animak" 
• Continued Page 2 
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••ALPINE GRAZING BAN 

VFF 
Skiing 
impact 
simply 
ignored 
By PAUL SELLARS 

TI-IE Victorian Government 
should look 111 lbc ecological 
impact of ski reson' if it ts to 
ban granng in the Alpine 
Na1ional Paii. 

That wa. the view of the 
Victorian Fanner.; ~lion 
thi> wed; as it slammed the 
Government for locl.1ng 
mounWn canlcmen and their 
fanulie• out of the parlt. 

VFF north-east regional 
counc1llor Ian Lobban occu<cd 
the Government of double 
standards by banning grULing 
on environmental grounds 

He said Victoria"s ski re· 
sons, while not tcchnicaJly in 
the park, were pan of the 'ame 
ecosystem and cxcned si11nifi· 
cnnt pressure on the alpine 
cnvttonment. 

Yet despite the Gowm
ment"s assemon< about the 
dmnage to the park by gtuting. 
there: wa. no recognition of the 
>!.• indu<try•_, 1mrac1 

"If the Govcmmcni is ban· 
ning caulc on eoV1rot1mcntal 
grouod>. I cballenge them to 
consider: an: they going to 
aboli,h skiing and di•mnntle 
all the infrastructure:"!"' Mr 
Lobban '3id. 

He nlso claimed tb:tt the ban 
would only increase ~t llni· 
mal and weed pr~'ure on the 
park. 

••tr the G°'·emm<!nt wns so 
concerned about envtronmen· 
ta! damage, it " a pity they 
didn't put the -ame effon into 
controlling 3 wide r.mgc of 
problem,;• he said. 

He :.aid wild doi;s were 

Other lasues: wUd dogs 
are a huge park problem. 

becoming an even gre31er prob
lem in the pail; and s.urrounding 
stale forest bc(;wse Qu,·cm
mcnt cl fons to cuntn•I them 
had b«n gJO<,\I)' inadequate 

The cnukmcn h~d lllso been 
vigihm1 in helping to keep a 
check on w""d' in the park 
nnd the grntinl' ban would 
mcm:ly rc'uh in the weed 
thrc;u mcrca,ingly c\poncn· 
tinlly," he said 

'"flisl<lry hus i.hown gov
ernments arc incarahlc uf 
properly munaging Crown 
~ind, Jnd takin11. the cattlemen 
out of nrca' hke the Alpine 
National Park only re~ufi- in 
those place1 bcc.,ming de· 
&Jaded \\tlh "'ccd<." Mr l.ol>
b;tn said. 

CSIRO alpine ecologist Dr 
Dick William' ~•d it w:t1 
"legi1imare" 10 nusc the ski 
rc.<Orts inuc in the wake of the 
gr:uing ban. 

"h should force us iu a 
country 10 ttunl; about the way 
we "''ml' ski rc:sons to br 
nwiagcd.'" Dr Willinm• ~d. 

However, he uid th:u this 
did nor change lhc fact that 
catllc caused smous ccoloi:•· 
cal damage to the pait. 

••J d<'n't thinl the legiti· 
mKy of this (gruingl dcct
sion i• in nny way undermined 
bc<":lusc a JlOlcDlially higher· 
impact llctl\·ity Utk• place In 
1k1 rc:sons," Dr Williams s:ud. 

Protest planned 
• From Page 1 

L~'t week. Federal Envu • 
onm~ni and Heritage Minisier 
Inn Campbell initiated an 
emergency as•e»ment of the 
Alpine National Pnrk in a bid 
to have the caukm.,n\ pres· 
ence in it protected. 

He must maJ..e a ckci,ion by 
next weer.. after e•3mwing 
covironmentru and hcntage 
evtJcn,~. 

·•There .:un be no doubt in 
any Austtahan"s m111d that the 
170 y~ of Aumahans drov
ing cauk: up into the alps. 
!cuing them gtaLC there and 
bringing them do\\·n ag:iln at 
the end of summer is an 
ab-.olutcly central part of tbc 
Australian '"'fY·" Mr Camp· 
bell ..aid. 

The move woa lugh pr:usc 
from the ~1ountatn C:1nlc· 
men"• A<sae1a1100 of Victoria. 
which has campaigned long 
and hnrd th.at alpine grating•~ 
bolh environmentally sustain· 
able and a vital pnn of 
Australia·, heritage. 

However, s1.1tc Environ· 

m~nt Muu,tcr fohn Thwallc.•, 
ilnd even the Victonnn 1.ibcml 
Pnrty, do not behcvc thnt th<· 
Federal Government cim over· 
tum the h;1n. 

Mr Thwnll~ s:uu he had 
.. ckar legal ad-.ce that the 
Federal Gnvermncnt cannOI 
lntcn.cne and accl.: to force the 
Swe Government to renew 
cattle grnJJng licences". 

In wmouncing the b:in Wt 
wccl;. Mr Thwaites s:iid IMrc: 
WM ovawhclmlog f('ientifi' 
~v1dencc that gnmng dam 
aged the alpine environment. 

Ile said It "'1lS "'incongru· 
ou.•·• that p;1d visitors ci,S·!d 
be fined .$2000 for danu 
\·ege1a1lon while cattle _ 'ere 
flee to ··roam o,·cr these :areas 
and dcmoy vcgcution ... 

.~1r TI1wai1cs also ~id that 
because I 0.000 cnttle were 
licen<ed 10 grate In the state 
torcM around the parl;. "there 
""" be no .wgge>uon that 1hc 
hcntagc 01 culture vnluM we 
going to be in any \lay 
removed'". 

..... 



slams alpine plan 
By PAUL SELLARS 

THE Vk1ortm 11imi.:"' fo.leru· 
uoo has l.wnd1cd a llQlbma; 
alUd M the Victortlll (:lo\'C'fll

mcnl over II< .S...~sion nol l•• 
1~"11C10· J.""''"l! liccn.:rs in Ille 
Alpmc Na1101WI P:irk. 

VFF ~Iden! Paul Weller 
d.trrncd lhe G.wc:m~l h3d 
"•u<'CumbN 10 a 131.h~nl itloo
loj;ical philosophy" b) ..S.XrJ· 
ing IO "~ficc c:a1tlelTIC'n 10 

cuny bvo•ll'.~lh radkul en.-ir· 
onmentah<t• • 

Mr \\'t'll.:r wiitl 1hc cunl.,mc:n 
b;od 1'ecn an "imporbm par1 of 
!he :ilptne cmironmcn1 Ner 

Paul Weller 

many !,.'etle't'Jlh.tn'i,. rfl)(('(IUl8 ti 

from fire IUIJ Jlt"'l wl'cd 
mfestalioo" 

Grazing 
return not 
ruled out 
By PAUL SELLARS 

THE ~ Opp>Si1ian hM -
ruled OUI ananpling IQOYMW'D 
lhc Victorian Govemmcn1·~ 
b.1n on puing in I.he Alrine 
l'alional P..ul; if il "ins ollkc al 
lhe nex1 cl«lion. 

lk>lh lhc Lil>cral Party and 
rhc l'\ali<ICIAI~ ~•)' o>cnummg 
Iii<: ban <l<>UlJ 1"' J>Ol<'llhally 
Jiffkull. if ll<ll impossit>lc:. 

But l\ational;; lc3dcr P.:kt 
R)an s.aitl: "If it's p<is.•lble 10 
mum 1hc lh.'Cn.'Cli in I.he future. 
we woulJ l<we lo do II.•• 

lloo.-evcr. Mr R)'llll $3id, 
"<>nee 1tic.c dcci<lonll lll\' 

rtudc, people move un. Clltll· 

f'CllS:Uion ;, p<lid, :mJ II <'!Ill bc
vcry diflkult 10 n•vcn..- ~ 
J«i>ion of this 1131urc". 

"fBuli we ccnainly 00n'1 
111le OOI rcvming th<: Jc..,;.i.-... 
in 1hc fu1u~." he sai.t, 

l.ibcrab counll)' •pokeirnw1 
l'hilip Dayl• 'MliJ hrs rart> 
.-oukl consldcf O\'cnummi; ~ 
1"1n bul i1"''"100 c;uly 10 lnl•w 
if it "m l""''il>lc. 

.. \\ac \\oulJ want to r~flC1,t,' 

lhc li..-m.'l:S • bul the dilTi
culty of lhi• i• llw ii would 
1<'Quin: k-Gi•latloo and 1hat 
w,1t11J JepcnJ on U• who hA4 
C\>lllt<ll or Ille: Lipper H\\UjC, .. 
Mr Da'i< '3id. 

"M<HI of the pun.ii" don't 
cxpca we will." 

Mr Oa•u said lhe c:ipacily o( 
the Liberals 10 ovatum lhe bllll 
also dcpendad on • number of 
ocher factor.\. 

"II wwkl al;o Jerend ~'" 
whc:tha the canlcmc:n "''"'"' 
wan11ru11 ~nJ '"'~ woulJ nccJ 
lo he ""'olvc:d 11bou1 rnmpl'll!>lr• 
lion arrangcm.:n1• as well.'' 

As part of~ ('l(l"cmment'~ 
tl«i>1on OOl to n:new li~n..~ 
ii ha.• ••ffered •":llllcmcn $1(1(1 
for cvcrv ht"lkl ••I n111le on !heir 
licnicc • c::ich year for 1h= 
)'C4R. up 10 :i m:uimum of 
SllJO.OI(). 

Mr D;m~ 1o:U1I 1hc earlbl 
l'IUi.•ihl~ lll\J><'nun11y lo lei;1sla1~ 
111 f;wour ,,,. the <-atllc1nco 
would be in ou1umn ~007. 

'Thcn:fore. lhc: >*>nesl th31 
mnl<" could n:1um lo lhc rad 
.-oulJ i.., in Ilk' •Pring ,,r 1h~1 
year. 

Many thini;s •oold .-h;mgc b) 
1hc:n, the c:dllcmcn nl:I)' h.1\'C 
... OIOYC'\t oo··. anJ ii \l.'llS: llHJ'l~ 
f.iblc u1 th" •Inge lo ~y 1 I 
lemns 1hcn1 bad; int(• lhc p;ir~ 
was pr;actical or po5Siblc. 

"We w·oulJ do ""ha!evcr we 
could to 11:11l'W lhc hccnccs uri<l 
1( 1ha1 nk!ant .we h.id to inln>
ducc lct:bbt1on. ••e ,,,,.,.,1J 

lie s111J !he raulcmcu WC'l'l' 
'llUI I\> the pm;i.-livc ~c· 
mc:nl uf weed and pest.• and 
lhcrc wa. no e-.·~c lh.u lhc 
Jl3.'1 170 ycan 9( grazing ll.'IJ 
'uch nc:g:aU\'C lmJ~"ts !loo a~ tu 
ju!!ti f)• 1hc ban. 

" The divc:nc r:llltc of Oorn 
and btm4 lhal cun be f QUnJ in 
1hc alril1l' n:gfon i~ t'vlJ..-nce ,,1 
a ~o!lllin.ibk gr:uing $rlcm.'' 
:'>It \I/ ell er IQid. 

Mounbin Cunkmcns A,.,;o. 
,,;uion u( \'i•lona rrClo•t.lcnt 
Sink>n Turner aho SaiJ the 
"IC.\lboolo. lllld urhan-t>a>CJ 
lhcof)•" used lo JU'1ify the 111111 

C<.'fl:iinly Jo thJI •• 1>111 Mlhjc-:1 
Iv thc5CI J1ftkuhi<.'s," !I.tr IJa•i~ 
~J. 

Mr Ry.in :iho s:uJ 1.111' of 
ov01Ul'11ins th.: han ""'"' a 
"h> p.~lk:t1<·at i~suc nt lhc ""'" 
ment and "-C src· .. ,11 lightint: 
fo,. the Bradu Ckn-emmcnl IO 

was 111 drn:cl cunOict "uh "un· 
a;rounJ cll>pc:rrc:ncc·b••cJ 
lnov.·~c:·• 

However, alpine ccok,gisi Dr 
[)id; Williams said •<Kh cl:ums 
flew in 1hc focc of Ille o•-or
whelming con..<nmlS ;unong lhe 
C<!Ullll')''• bcJl M!imlittt. 

'"The: science ha.• bc:c:n Jone 
iti:e<>nhng 10 world's !>cit pm.:· 
tii:.e; 11'• i.'ODC throuih the. ringer 
in 1cnm or bnns p«r reviewed 
by fellow tetcmau.," he said. 

Dr Willi~m< ~J c,h;111>1iw 
t<':<Can:h hnd founJ "'1tini: ditl 
11<~ rcdu1:c 1bc inlcnsily of 
busbruc. and lhcto v.b no 

•Wcnum "" t.k"ci~1on ,. whi,·h 1~ 
.. 111 1111acl on 170 yc;in of Ii• ini; 
cuhurul l11...-i1~-e". 

" The Notion:il~ ha•'C ll lc>ng· 
hdd rohcy· of wrroni"l! multi
ple UCl'~ of tllll10nal I"''~' -
incluJing c-:ulle pn1_ini: \\lk'rc' 
aJ'l'fOJ'rialc - as r:irt vf • 

~vidcnce Ill show it kc:pt WCC<h 
111 chcd• in lhc upper de~i•Hh 
ol lhc !ugh """'"Y 

He ..aid the tcl<'n.."'C undnpm
n1ng 1hc bun had '-n n:vic:wcd. 
DIKI found lo be 100 11<'-f .-~111 
ll«'Urnte, "Y Srr Gu! N<><S!!I. 
me of 1he wocld' ~ mol'1 n:· 
~-tcd..:-lt'flliSU 

"lt', alnK'-1 a.• if lhcn• un: 
1"0 world\ oul 11\rm. '"'' 
COOlj>lci.:ly thffcmu cukurcs,'' 
Dr William• ..Ud. 

"But I llon'I think any 
1.uwi~r woulcl r.leny 1he l>cncti1' 
o( 5cienl.-c M lll'l'iictl I<> apkul
tunl pnldu..1iun. 

....... 
• Alpine N.tlorMll 
Parle • w11ere craztnc 
wlll ... '*-1811 

su•1a111ahk op1>!<>ach 10 'llllllllll:• 
rng ruMil' l.ui.t ." he s;iid 

" We ha•·c wprortQI lhc 
mountain caulcrnco lhtou&hou• 
lhi• cumrcugn an4 ..-c "'"'tinuc 
10 1M1ppon them un<l the rci:io
nal ~'"nmuni1ics 111Tcx1ed hy 
1hi• d«i•ion. 

"WhJI"• lhc JrlTcrenco: he· 
IWCCll 5Cl<'!l('C Jin:;;kJ at • 
agricultur.11 pnxtu..1.ivil) ianJ 
liCirncc lh.it loob at !he in1mic-
1io11 ht-1,.·,-en a;r.tzlng and rlx
cn"-tr,•nmcn1!·· 

l>r WiUWrui poinl«l I•• a 
n:J'llfl by the Aumalliul A.:-.d· 
cmy of So..'llCc ruhli<hl'J a• far 
ti.i.·l 1" 1957. "'hi,-h c;illcd f .. r 
no enJ tn al rrne i;r.uing. 

" lf I had 1<11.1y ""'11Ctbin8 I'll 

bch:ilf of the .cicntifk nim· 

mun11y. ii wmrld bo.' that tho 
.cicn.:ci hus nuw hccn li~cned 
k• unJ octcd upon," Dr \\11" 
li:un.- Aid. 

• St-.~-
wherelrazlnC 
.. 8llowed 

Mr l>:i• i• al'!<l !1:1111 'f"'<ul:i· 
lion•~• "h31 m1i:h1 harrcn aflu 
lhc election was. in a ieme. a 
di..UXti<>n. 

fie ,.id wb:it "n\ imruruinr 
now" a.• 11ncr11pting 10 force 1he 
Su1" ('"1vcmltll'nt lo !>ad,. 
dov.n. 



Proud 
history 
fades 
By DANIELLE LE GRAND 

THE <!mf ol n 1n1diti!lfl ·~n
ning 170 )e:1r. h.i- lch Vi~h>r
inn high <"(>Unll) c11llleman 
John "Buff" Rogel' 'huck...U 
~nJ Jcv.1,m1c.I. 

.. \\'c didn"1exix~1II10 bc as 
l>aJ a' thi>.'

0 

Mr Rogen. '-llid. 
··we 1hougb1 "c might have 

h:td cutb.i,·ks. hu1 W<' cert.1inh 
J1dn · 1 CXJX-.:l a 101111 b:m -

.. II "n' :t pnmy big 'h<><·I.: 10 
U"i..·• 

Mr Rollers. 71, liws :tl 
Wulgulmcmng. nn iwluted 
11M1 way off the beaten Imel.. at 
Bla'k Mountnin. 

Hi. f'l"Opcny. Rodbanl.. is 
120tlha and runs .'.150-4lXI 
call le. 

Mr Roger.<' family ''"rlt'll 
"url.ini; the high c1~m1ry in 
1903 •• md lhc four hii;h <X>Ulltl) 
lo<cm.:cs lhc>' holJ indude< 
.\tad'arlanc< Fl;11- bclic>cd 
''' be one of the fir-! pla<'C' in 
Victoriu call!..- "'erc i;r.ucd tin 
18351. 

fanws Ma~F..rlanc: li111ndcd 
Whal W:b pn>bably the first 
~auh,• 'l•1lion in Vii.·1vri:t ul 
Bcnamhr.1. 

Mud"'.11lanc·~ flal is "''nh 
11( Wuli;ulni.:rani;. alx•ul ~lm 
south 11f the NS\\ hordcr. 

Mr Roger.< -aid ~O p.!r ccm 
of fus incom<' <'ame Imm 
national parl. ~.1zing. 

The family. including ne
phews and nit'Cl.'S. hold fnur 
Alpmc Nntionul Part.. t,.'l"nZin~ 
licenC'cs. spanning :1bou1 
So.OOOh:1. 

"The nlloc:1tion i' for QOO 
,·;mlc. but we wry r:INI} run 
that man}. II h u'uall) four. 
live or,;,, hunJr,-J.'. he ,.;iiJ, 

The fio:ensed arl!JI nm' lo 1hc 
back fcnec.- of hb profl<'rty. 

His propen~· Ila' hard hit hy 
1hc 200J lin:s th;11 "'cr1 ;ocn>s' 
the Alpine l\mion;1I Park. dL·
~tro) ing fences and fann build· 
ini;,. "illing .inimafs :1nJ burn
ing historic huts. 

"\\ <. haw lmd two gooJ 
I.it-ks 1n 1hc cuts. One wn' from 
the .?OtJJ fires - we were ahk 
'" s.1ve lhi~ house. bu1 we lost 
ewr<lltin~ e sc. II will rnl..e us 
>c:ITT. ''' ~cc•»cr from 1ha1." 
~fr Rog,•r- 'aid. 

Run ragged: John "Buff" Rogers Is shocked and devastated. 

No more: cattle graze in 
East GippSland. 

•·:-;ow we 11c1 :inu1~r good 
IJck in the gut' from Mr 
Bracb. Idling u' 1<c .,;:m'1 pUl 
our c:u1fc in th<· high ~-ountry. 
"ft', d<'>11,1;11ing from J heri· 
tage point <>f ,·icw, and 11 "'II 
se1erely affect us tinnncially.'· 

~Ir Rog<lr. liehc>es cluims 
m. 1fc nl><•ut 1he envirnnn"'mnl 
imp.tel ,,f 1he cnufe m 1hc 
mt'IUOl~1n~ urt cxagg~ra1~. 

··Tue) :..1) i1's m pristine 
t:()ndh ion. So I don ·1 fu1m1 
when' :ill the dnmagl' is.'' 

Mr Rogers. 1< ho Oew w tlh :i 
handful of mountain cattlcm<·n 
tn C.111~rm fa,l \I.Cd. I<.> 111¢Cl 
with Federal Ell' ir<>nmcnt .Uld 
H•·rilag\.' Minhtt'r tan Camfl· 
bell. said he nnd other.; ><oufd 
C'Otllinuc w 1he figh1 1he ban. 

Couple 
blast 
decision 

By DANIELLE LE GRAND 

ENSA Y cullfoman Chri> Com
mins hchc>..:.' the Brae"~ Gov
ernment's 1k•c1sion In rip up 
.f, lpme N:umnal Park i;rJLin~ 
hcencc' " lb..· Ihm cJgc of 1hc 
w • ..Jgc. 

Mr Commin,, "hoo;c fom1lv 
ha' hccn gntLins ,·auk in th~ 
high COUllll) since th\.' J 920-.. 
"1id lh\.' Gn>cmmcm haJ C•'ll· 
linu,'<l to 'hill 1hc g<•al fl<l'lS. 
and lxmning calllc i::ra1ing was 
likely l<' ~ JU'1 lite tiN in a 
..:-ric' of locl-0ui-. 

Mr (\inunin~ anJ hi' hn.1hcr. 
Bruce. ,1re lic-cn"''tl to use a 
-1500ha run in the nulional par!.. 
10 llfll7-" 100 culllc. 

Titcy ahn h.'"c 'tnl<" for<""! 
lea-<~. 

He said 1hc Vktorian (.j()v
cmmcnl ><as hiding behind 
scico.:c. hut he hclicveJ 1h.: 
cmllc gr.v.ing ban "a' a "dis.L\· 
tcr for lhc .:n,ir<lnml'nt ... 

"I can·1 q11i1c ..:nmprchcnJ 
ho\\ lhe) t-an s.~) there hw. ~n 
all 1hi' di1mugc "hen llh\.' <<1Ulc 1 
hilV<' Pl'Cn Ihm: for f 7t) )'Cari..'' 
he S<liJ. "If ii"> prblin..• no1<, 
whllw • s thi.' tl.1111:1£<"! 

··You can·1 1um lhc d.xk 
b.icl.. l<l th<' W:t> h "''" ~f,>ru th,• 
whilt' man \':;me: )<111 h11v.: to 

Cobungra 
By PAUL SELLARS 
ONJ; of 1he Alpine i':aticmal 
Purl.·' bil)g<!sl grnll'it't'> "')' a 
l'inual ban on gl".tZ.Ulg c:mle in 
his h•"<'ll-.c.l stale fon.~l :irea h:L\ 
added in,ul1 '" injul)·. 

Cobungm St:u 1on o\\ ncr 
~fark Suhr has li•-ences to ruo 
cattle in hoth 1hc part.. and an 
area of 'rnw forc't aJJoinmg ii. 

Al•'nl,l with th<' <1lh11r 44 form 
opcruuon' "ith p:1rk lkenci">. 
Mi Suhr lcmm l;i_,, week be 
would nc":r .ognin he allowed 
to t•ti-C '1od.: 1hcrc. 

8111 he has af<o been pll:· 
1cnted fmm u'inl? hi< state 

forest lkcn<·c, nflcr bcmi; hlld ii" 
''ocl.: str.iycd mlt> the park. he 
would huva: to remove all cnulc 
for the rcsl of 1hc season. 

"Earlier lhh yc:tr I "'"' 1old 
1h111 J v. ru. ulh.'ll cd 10 use Ill\ 

DSE lea~, but thm I couldn'1 
u'c them unk~' l could gi1·c 
100 per cent a"urJn~c' thal my 
Citll le would nol gt:! onto the: 
f'\•rl..'' Mr Suhr -.aid. 

"Becnusc of 1hi. no
lolcrnrn.-.: policy I am pn.><:luded 
from .'~'in!! my slate forest 
lease,. 

Park.' Victoria c.1s1cm reJ,lio
nal nmnnger Chri' Rose <nid 
there \\as no 'uch polky. 

"We will he wri1ing h> M.trk 
tbccuusc J ii would be wn,ng ()f 
II' tu effectively ban him !,!ml· 
ing his fore,1 lkcn.:es because 
ht' p;irl.: licences have not h<.oeu 
rcocw.:d," Mr Ro~ said. 

Ilowc>t'r. ii Dcpartnwnl or 
Su\l:iinahilit} anti En\ ironmc111 
lcucr adlfressct.I 10 Cobun!lru 
S1n1ion manag<'r Andre" ul1<·
rcncc. wrillcn on Februl\J) 18 
nnd ~n by Tit<' Wuk/" Ti1111·s. 
s1mcs: 

··11 'h<.>uld bc not.'<l Ihm if 
cvid.lnce i' found of 'tw" 
ha' ing 'trnycd from lhl' 
lii.:cal><.'tl nrc:i .1~"'" Dinner 
Plain Trac" into the Alpine 

Opposed: high country grazler Chris Commins and his wife. Jeanette. 

Mr Cnmmin, '-'id 1h..: cJltlc
mcn "'n: doong j11'1 tru1t. !llld 11 
wa, 1mponan1 10 "cig:h up the 
po,11tvc' and ncgatn .,., of gr:u
mg. 

He s.ud C\du,100 plot' on• 
high plain' sho\\ cJ 1hc lil..cl> 
unp;11:1 of a gnvoni; ban. 

•• 1n"d" 1h.: pfoh. all the'""" 
gr:1'' fta, <lominatod: 1hcn: "a.' 
1101 on,· \\ifJllnwcr:· Mr Com
mins s.tid. 

•·Ycl ou1,idc. whcr.: ii h:ts 
hc..·n i;m1 ... -J lex over I <Ml ) c.U'>. 
!her<' wen: ump11;.:n diffon:nt 
'.mctic' lit \\ ilJOc•wcr b.:c.ou-.c 
1hc) could '<.'<: da) lii;h1 

"Th.: flig i''uc i' ( 'rm1 u land 
m•imt~\.·mc.:ru - lhc mou01Hin 

c:1ulcmcn :ire only a •mntf p:itt 
of ii, t>u1 11n in1cgrnl fl'IM ,,f ii. h 
b JU'' 1mothcrtuol 1hm tbc) t1hc 
Gmt'mmcn11 '~•>n't hn1.: 10 
mnnagc lh<' country prt>perl) :· 

He s.'\ld th<' no1ion 1ha1 1hc 
high <'OURll) lic.:nces - '" a 
<"ml of $550 per head of caule 
ca<·h year - pro'ldetl che:1p 
agisrmcnl \\as \'f<'ng. 

"Y(>U 1.-:lnnot <"Om[larc '" 10 
commcn:i:il agi-,tmcnl •lll fn:c
holJ COU!IU') ,"' h~ s.iiJ. 

H .. "'id animals on fn.-ch,,ld 
<<111n1ry W<"A! ''" fcn.-• ...r Jund 
wilh impmv~ p:i.,1ure. did not 
h1wc I•' Ji;: dt"-cl..o:J "' "llcn or 
have lo be cJu\.";a!cd ubou1 l he 
l:OURll') . 

H.: said a 'urVC) slww~'tl 1hm 
ii co,1 <:-.iufc P.ruduccr' u'mg 

high <:<•Unll)' fund abo.lUI S.l.60 u 
he.id p.:r \\~'Ck , nn lop ur 
govemmcm dmrgc' and mies. 

Mr Commins" wife. Jerutelk. 
><UJ lhl! clli.-cl ot Ille li;m "out.I 
oo foll ac'N'.s the communily 

Ml\ Commins 'aid the fll,._, ol 
the hi!lh plnin' l:ond. •llld a lad, 
<>fflcdwfd and fcao;ehnfd fnnd in 
1he m\'a, <'\•Uh.I J..-;1d 11• an i:.wdu' 
of young fomili.:s. \\h<' wen: 
'hare fanning" 1th lhdr P•ll'Cnls. 

Shi.' 'itid 1hc:sc familic' relic,1 
un afprne i;raLini; "' g1.m.:mtc 
<:n()ugh incomt! 1u 'upport flolh 
g(.!11'!r.11io11~. 

Mrs Commin, s.1id the d•'<:I • 
'ion 1mgh1 m~•m Ill.- end 1•f the 
Br.id .. , Govemmcnl. 

··\\cal\" ~cninJ:! socl ofhcing 
J.icled," 'he <~1.i. 



11-.,. ALPINE GRAZING BAN 

suffe.rs king hit 
Nauonal Park 1h:i1 )OU will be 
rtqucsted ''' remove all stock 
from the li~nsed area ... for lhe 
rCl!Wnder of the 2004-05 sea
son. 

"Pt.-~nis_s.ion lO ~raze 1h1-.: 
) = is offered on the oo.-., th.ill 
your cont:Unmcnl ruategies 
must """-mt "ocl from WlVI· 
dcring. DOI merely delCCt lhem 
111\cr the fact," 1hc Idler said. 

Mr Suhr said 10 mske mallet$ 
wonc. the strict l'l"quirement• 
11bo prevcnled htm from run
nlnt; cank in his '.!SOM of 
frcchQld land c:mbeJded m the 
~•c foresi. 

'It's like 
a death 
in the 
family' 
By DAm' I I LE GRAND 
"IT'S lite a deuh In lhc fmnjly 
and WC: can'! ~ S11Y ~ 
bye '" 

Thal ... 11$ the reaction o( 
founh-gl'nmiion alp;ne cattle 
WOQllDSuc Briggs lolhe Vicl<ll"· 
i:ln'~'s dedsion kl 
bGn ~ C:iuk from lhe Alpine 
N3tiolJ:l) Pod. 

The Briggs L1'1 lool c":lltle to 
1hc high plams in !ale 2002, 
bc(oro dc\'ll.<olllllng f111.~ swcpr 
oc~ the :irca in c:ariy 2003. 

They S3Y the BllllCU Gcwem
menc'5 grazing ban will eos1 
1hcm 111..>ir livdihood. 

"TI"'Y are killing 1he lmdili•>n 
1>f rurenc gr.wni;. All wt have Is 
u=ured ~" ~15 Briggs 
s:ud. 

In the 188Vs and 18911,.. Sue's 
greal·gre:il grnnofoll11.•r was the 
lint of lhe Briggs fan11l) 10 ~.c 
.::mlc on the high p131ns. 

The Briggs' lllpinc run now 
e<»-m I ~OOha. '"' the wesicm 
~idc of M1 Jrn1, h.-IWe..'ll Ml 
H1~han1 :llld Fulb Crc...-L 

They also ha\·e lt>2ha of 
frtthold bod ai E•moo. aOOtll 
WIJn ~" of W1111g;irana. 

"In 1hc la,1 fow yc:nrs I have: 
gone lhroogh druugh1, l>u"11irc:<; 
and now lhc Government. h's a 
lllpk wh:unmy," he said. 

Mr Suhr 11aid he had spcnl 
"!<c:Vcml hundred lhous.'\nd~ of 
tlollnrs" rep;1inng 60-701..m of 
f.:n,-e lines Jc::..1royeJ in the 
2003 fii= 

He al5') accused :mti-grazing 
groups of running a "hale 
campai~n" again'I him unJ 
aucmpunl: IQ create a nl)lh 1lw 
alpine: g:umg wa. oow domi
natal by ~OfllOOll< illkttslS. 

wruc: mogul", W<llnlf)' tu me
di:i ttpc•lb :ind a claim by 
Enviroomcn1 Minislcr John 
Th wait~ 

I.ast wttl. Mr Thwa11es said: 
"Ahoul l8percc:niuf1heca1tlc 
thal arc licensed are held by two 
comntc:rc 131 coinJ>clllies. a South 
Yam rr rontf'CIDY llnd ll Syd
ney compan)." 

Mr Suhr s:ud he v.11S no1 a 
"South Yrura cc>mputcr $oft· 

Mr Suhr ""id he uwncJ a 
h<JU...e in the :imuc.•111 Mclboomc 
suburb hut wld hi$ computer 
business in the UK before n:tum
in& lo Au<tr.ilia seven )"Clll> ago. 
:ind dcvolcd much ol hi< time. to 
runmng C<ib\m!lfll S1:11io11. Triple whammy: statioo owner Mark Suhr. 

Sell-off: Ron Briggs Is plaMing to cut his herd by up to 50 per cenl. 

But "'ilhoot the alpine bnd. their families mid l"'-'111 rom- "Mouniain autk."fllCu c:irc 1 ... 
1heir iooorne "'" l1C <°Ul .50 rcr muni1io v.11UIJ u>atinuc 10 iigh1 the high rounlly." say 5.1.1ckcn; 
cc:nt. the bun, bu1 "'•lllld O«J the lh." 11<klfll the "1ndows of ,Ji.-.ps. 

Tbc: all<x':ilcd numb.:r 111" .:nulc 
lh:i1 =i gr.ue the lirensed area i~ 
136 ":idult cquh-aknl c:ittle". 
C\j'ial lO '!I) <'OW$ and .;al\ CS. 

Wilh 1h..• high OOs1 ,,f land. 
Sue's fath<.'I". R<>n Brigg,.,:-aiJ he: 
"ocdd li.:l\ c lo ,·u1 hi> herd tiy ·IO 
to 50 JlCr CCllL 

wppclll of' ncighboorin~ indu'" pclrt>I "®"n" m•~ch and holds 
tri~ wc·h :.Hile loggers. und the in alpine: 10 .... n.• &och a.o; Omco 
urban «l(Omuni1y. MJ Bcn:un!Q. 

On the OOier side ,,f the: "High •'Ollnuy honmien 1m-
m<1t1ntain range. l'C''l'IC arc 111Q11alisc the powerful :ind en· 
'ho.:l.cJ and :111gcre<I h) wha1 Junng ~ymbol c.•f Australian 
they· ....-.: :is a city..:cntri,· Go>- lire:· read' the 1rihcue to m<>1111· 
aru11ent's lod:·it-up-and·k":I\~- lain <':Utlemrul Kc\in Kelly 
it ageiiJa robbing them of a f"-"'1cd by ht~ daughter Billie on 

Mr Brigp 5:llJ !he caitl... .. men, 17~ye:v-«J heriUt&C. the Omco ,bal..cty's 11.-:itl-. 

' ·His lc.ivc: r, .. 1hc high coon· 
ti) wns in his veins." 

Photographs of mounr:cm 
caultmen on hor.<bll.:k. dnw· 
ing caulc ur high e<>11R11) 

md.s oo"cr the "'alls of the 
Blue Du.:k Hoicl, an isolareJ 
rul't n~tleJ in the m<111nta111s ... 
Anglers Rcs1, nonh or Omc:o. 

Tbc: ru" ., p.11runs ~ furious 
llbout the ND. labdl111g ir 
" tbpi<-:il'tle " ,. 

cw a 
··- ..,-:-·. 

1111..._ , ... ~ .. 'i~·' ·; 
-. .. ·~~(J. 

_.J~·\ .. 
.:" i ... 

8411 Bray 

Bray 
backs 
the ban 

By PAUL SEU.ARS 

TIIP. Victorian Gowmmcnt"s 
b:ln on canle GJUZing in the 
Alptnc Nati<.innl l'alt has re. 
..-ei veJ suppon ln>en an unlikely 
'JIWU'I'· 

C'.aule Council of Au.uaha 
!'m'idenl and formcJ' ViCIOrian 
l'amtc:n Feder:luon pulOnl 
go>Up fire'"""'' Bill Bray told 
Tire w .. .-uy Jim<'.< that ht-. •up. 
ported the \JQ\'l'rnmc:nt.. decl. 
sioo noc io rcnci.· gr.Wng noes. 

Biii Mr Br:tv said he v."3llled to 
1nU\kt" 11 clear ih.11 hCI w.is •f'l"llk· 
.i ng u• •n indi\ 1Junl farmer and 
noc a.~ Cattle Council pre.shlcnt. 

•·1 just r..>Ol: Ill Olher environ
menial JOCliccs across VICIOrin 
anJ rhe wdr .111tc:r rolduccrs = 
m.1n~ing thc:ir CllHftlnn.rnL. :u"M.j 

1ha1's "here l liclic:,·c the focus 
5hould be.." he. 51id. 

Mr Bray said that io their ov.11 
submi•StOO to the tt\'IC\\' can. 
ducted by ihc A lrine Cr:111ni: 
Ta...i.fon:c. the cuulcmcn had 
pnip.•scd lmplentc:nung an cnvir
oomclll managemcnl rbn· 

But he said ~ shQulJ h:i\·c 
beat dt:n: >ear.. ago. 
··~ \."31lk:OlC'n :-11c amanng 

l"''l'lc.. hell lh<-y ~~11J have plll 
that Ill pi;k.'C !;OOIC tin~ :lj,'U," he 
.aid. "Ir they had, the) wookl 
"°""lily $lill t-.: a;rnting m the 
luuire." 

Mafoling gm.rice nnJ Vk1or
iru1 National P:lrls A<."id.-uion 
i;mLing rnmmiuc-c 10.:mt<cr Toni 
Guthrie Qid the \TF did DOI 
'!""llk fc..- all fannc:n in ;,, 
coridl'nu•-uion of the l>M. 

••1t W<lllkf 00 foir IO l-1\ lhcre 
is a '<'I) solid l!Cl:lion ·,,f lh<
forming c:ommonity" h..1 Of'1lOSC'S 
gJUing." Mr Guthnc said. 

Mr Guthrie: said ii - a 
<"001monlv helJ v~ 1h:i1 moun
tain ,·rutlCmcn were g<'lhng ex· 
dush'C rii;ht to cheap ugistmcm 
tha1 WM llQC a•llilablc to olhcr 
llirmcr... 


