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VFF

Skiing
impact
simply
ignored

By PAUL SELLARS

THE Victorian Government
should look at the ecological
impact of ski resorts if it is to
ban grazing in the Alpine
National Park.

That was the view of the
Victorian Farmers Federation
this week as it slammed the
Government for locking
mountain cattlemen and their
families out of the park.

VFF north-east regional
councillor lan Lobban accused
the Government of double
standards by banning grazing
on environmental grounds.

He said Victona’s ski re-
sorts, while not technically in
the park, were pant of the same
ecosystem and exerted signifi-
cant pressure on the alpine
environment,

Yer despite the Govemn-
ment’s assertions about the
dumage to the park by grazing,
there was no recognition of the
ski industry's impact.

“If the Government is ban-
ning caitle on environmental
grounds, I challenge them to
consider: are they going lo
abolish skiing and dismantle
all the infrastrocture?”’ Mr
Lobban said.

He also clainied that the ban
would only increase pest ani-
mal and weed pressure on the

**If the Govermnment was so
concerned about environmen-
tal damage, it is a pity they
didnt put the same effort into
controlling a wide range of
problems.”" he smd.

He said wild dogs were

ernments are incapable of
rmpuly managing  Crown
and, and taking the cattlemen
out of areas like the e
National Park only results in

Dick Willinms said i was
“legitimate” to raise the ski
resorts issue in the wake of the

ng ban.
“Ii should force us as o
country to think about the way
we want ski resorts 0 be

cal damage to the park.

*“l don't think the legiti-
mucy of this (grazing) deci-
sion is in nny way undermined
because o potentially higher-
impact activity takes place in
ski resonts,”" Dr Willinms said

Protest planned

» From Page 1

Last week, Federal Envir-
onment and Heritage Mimister
Ion  Campbell initinted an
emergency assessment of the
Alpine National Park in o bid
to have the cattlemen’s pres-
ence in it protecied.

He must make a decision by
next week, after examining
environmental and  heritage

vidence.

the end of summer s an
absolutely central part of the
Australian story,”" Mr Camp-
bell said.

ment Minister John Thwaites,
und even the Victorian Liberal
Party, do not believe that the
Federal Government can over-
turmn: the ban,

Mr Thwaites said he had
“clear legal advice that the
Federal Governmenl cannot
intervene and seck to force the
State Govermment 1o renew
cattle grazing licences™.

In announcing the ban last
week, Mr Thwaites said there
was overwhelming scientific
evidence that grazing dam
aged the alpine environment.

He said it was "incongru-
ous’" that park visitors could
be fined $2000 for
vegetation while cattle
free 10 *“roam over these aneas
and destroy vegetation””,

Mr Thwaites also said that
because 10,000 cattle were
licensed 1o graze in the state
forest around the park, *‘there
can be no suggestion thal the
heritage or culture values are
going o be in any way
removed”’,
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However, Mr Ryan said,
“once these decisions  ure
made, people move on, com-
persation is paid, and it can be
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It has offered cattlemen $100
for every head of cattle on their
licence each year for three
years, up fto a maximom of
STO0,000:

Mr Daviy said the carfiest
possiblieopporunity to legislae
In favour of the canlemen
wonldbumwmmxm

Th the st that

rule oul re 12 the
inthcrmum."hcund.
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country spokismin
Philip Davis said his  pany
would consider the
ban bat it was too early to know
i was possible.

“We would want lo renew
ibe licences ... but the diffi-
culty of this is that it would
require Jegislation and  that
woulkl depend on us who had
control of the Upper Hounse,™
Mr Davis said.

caille could retum o the park
would be in the spring of that

year,
Many things could ¢ by
then, the canlemen may have
*moved o', and it was mipos-
sible Wt this stage fo say if
letting them back into ihe park

was practical or possible.
“We would do whatever we
could 10 renew the licences au
lflhu meant we' had 16 intro-
duge  legislation, we woold

He sad the cattlemen were
vital 10 the proactive mange-
ment of weed and pests and
there was no evidence that the
past 170 years of grazing had
sugh negitive Mpacts-so as to
justify the ban.

“The diverse range of flom
and Gma that can be found in
|henlplnu n:smn 1!e\fldnu:u ur

Mr Weller waIL

Mountain Cantlemens  Asso-
ciation of Victora  president
Stmon Turner also smd the
“toxtbook  and  urban-based
thenry™ used to justify the ban

waes in direct conflict with *‘on-
ground experienge-based
knowledge™.

However, alpine ecologist Dr
Dick Williams said such claims
flew i the face of the over-
whelming consensis amoag the
country s best scientists,

*“The science has been done
according o world'd best prac-
tice; it"s pone through the ringer
in terms of being peer reviewed
by fellow scicntsts,”’ he siod,

Dr Williams said exhaustive
research had found grazing did
not redoce the intensity of
bushfires and thete was no

evidence lo show it kept weeds
in check in the upper elevations
of the high country.

He said the scicoco underpin-
ning the ban had been reviewed,
and found 1o be 100 per cem
gccurate, by Sir Gus Nossal,
ooe of ihe world's most re-
specied scientists.

“I's almost as if there are
two warlds out there, two
completely different culiures,””
Dr Williams said.

“But | don't think any
grazier would deny the benefils
Of seience as applied 10 agricul-
tural production.

THE GREAT DIVIDE

but sibject
ter these difficuliies.” Mr Davis
sad.

Mr Ryan also suid ik of
overtuming the ban was a
“hy pothetical issue at the mo-
ment and we are sl fghting

cermnly dothat . ..

for the Bracks G

avertumn its decision, which s
an attack on 170 years of living
cultuml bertinge™.

*“The Nationals have o long-
held policy of supporting multi-

ple uses of national parks —

including cattle grazing where

o

— as part of a

| bed

1.

mg pul\llx. fund,"" hv saaid,

“We have supporied the
mountain cattlemen throughou
this campaign and we continue
{o support them and the regio-
nal communities allecied by
this decision.

“What's the difference be-
tween science directed W
agricultural  productivity  and
science that looks st the imerac-
ton between grazing and the
environment "

Dr Wilkiams pointed 0 a
repon by the Awstralion Acad-
emy of Science published ws far
back as 1957, which called for
an end o alpine grizing

“ICT had 1o say something on
behalf of the scientific com-
mubity, it would be that ithe
science has now been listened
W snd acted upon.” Dr Wik
liams sand.

Mr Duvis also said speculy-
thon on what might happen after
the election was, in 4 seuse, a
i :

He said what was imporanm
now wiss atlempting to foree the
Sute Government to  back-
down,




Proud
history
fades

By DANIELLE LE GRAND

THE end of o tradition span-
ning 170 years has left Victor-
inn high country catileman
John “Buff’" Rogers shocked
and devastated.

""We didn’t expectit (o beas
bad as this,”™ Mr Rogers said.

““We thought we might have
Iud cuthacks, bul we certainly
didn’t expect o toial ban.

St was a pretty big shock o
us™"

Mr Rogem, TI, lives
Walgulmerang, an  isolated
iarea way off the beaten (rack at
Black Mountain,

His property. Rockbank. is
[200ha  and  runs  350-400
cattle.

Mr Rogers’ family staried
working the high couniry in
1903, and the four high country

licences they hold inoludes:

MacFarlane’s Flat — believed
10 be one of the first places in
Victoriu cantle were grazed (in
1835)

James MucFarlane founded
what was probably the firsi
caitle station in Victoria a
Benambra

MaocFartane’s Flal is north
of Wulgulmerang, shout 3km
seith of the NSW border.

Mr Rogers said 40 per cont
of s income came from
national park grazing.

The family, including
phews and nigees, hold four
Alpine National Park grazing
licences, spanning aboul
80,000hx.

“The allocation is for 900
vattle, but we very mrely run
that many. It is wsoally. four,
five or six hundred,”" he said.

The licensed area runs (o the
buck fence of his property.

His property was hard hii by
the 2003 fires that swept agross
the Alpine Natonal Park. de-
stroying fences and farm build-
ings, killing animals and bum-
ing historic hus;

“We have had two, good
Kicks in the guts, One was from
the 2003 fires — we were able
Lo save this house, but we lost
everything else, It will ke uvs
years 1o recover from that™”
Mr Rogers sud.

ne-

No more: caitie graze in
Easl Gippsland.

“Now we gét another good
kick in the guts from Mr
Bracks, telling us we can’t put
our cattle in the high couniry.
“It's devastating from o heri-
tage point of view, and it will
severely affect us financially."

Mr Rogers believes claims
muide aboul the environmental
impact of the cattle in the
mountains are exaggerated,

**They say it's in_pristine
condition. So 1 don’t know
where all the damnge is.”

Mr Rogers, who flew with a
handful of mountin cattlemen
1o Canberma Just week 10 meet
with Federal Environment and
Heritage Minisier lan Camp-
bell, said he and others would
continue (o the fight the ban.

Couple
blast

decision

By DANIELLE LE GRAND

ENSAY cattleman Chris Com-
mins believes the Bracks Gov-
ermment’s decision o rp up
Alpine National Park grazing
liceaces is the thin edge of the

Mr Commins, whose family
has been prazing cafile in the
high country since the 1920,
suid the Government had con-
tined (o shifl the goal posts,
and banning cattle grizing was
likely 1o be just the first ina
series of lock-outs.

Mr Commins and his brother,
Bruce, are licénsed o wie a
4500ha nun in the national park
1o graze 100 catile.

They also have state forest
leases.

He said the Victorian Gov-
ernment  was  hiding  behind
science, ‘but he believed the
caftle grazing ban was a **disas-
ter for the environmenl’.

“I can’i quite comprehend
how they can say there hus been
all this damage when (the cattle)
have been there for 170 years,™
he said. I is pristing now,
where's the damage?

“*You can’l twrn the clock
back 1o the way it was before the
while man came: you have lo

Cobungra

By PAUL SELLARS

ONE of the Alpine National
Park’s biggest graziers says o
virtual ban on grazing catile in
his licensed state forest area has
added insult 0 injury,

Cobungra  Station owner
Mark Subr has licences 1o run
cattle in both the park and an
area of siate forest adjoining il.

Along with the other 44 farm
operations with park licences,
Mr Suhr learnt last week bhe
would never sgain be allowed
10 take stock there.

But he has also been pre-
vepled from using his state

forest licences afier being 1old if
siock strayed into the park, he
would have to remove all caitle
for the rest of the season,

"“Earlier this year | was told
that | was allowed to use my
DSE leases but that | couldn’t
use them unless 1 could give
100 per cenl assurances that my
caftle would ' not get into the
park.”™ Mr Suhr said.

“Because of this no-
tolerance policy L am precluded
from usm;, my siaie forest
leases.”

Parks Victoria castern regio-
nal manager Chris Rose said
there was no such policy.

“*We will be-writing to Mark
(because) it would be wrong of
us lo elfectively ban him graz-
ing his forest licences because
his park licences have nol been
renewed,” Mr Rose said.

However, u De 1l ol
Sustainability and Environmen
letter addressed 10 Cobungra
Station manager Andrew Law-
fence, written on February 18
and seen by The Weekly Times,
slades]

“It should be noted that if

evidence 15 found of stock
having strayed from the
lice arca across  Dinner

Plain Track into the Alpine

Opposed: high country grazier Chris Commins and his wife. Jeanelte.

munoge change as. best. you
can.”’

Mr Commins said the catle-
men were doing josi that, and it
was tmportant o' weigh up the
positives and negatives of groz-
ing.

He said exclusion plots on
high' plains showed the likely
impact of a grazing ban.

“Inside the plots; all the snow
prass has dominated: there was
nol one wildflower,”™ Mr Com-
mins said:

“Yeu owside, where it has
been grazed for over 100 vears,
there wene umpteen  different
varietics of wild{lower becaose
they could see daylight.

“The big issue is Crown land
munagement — the mountain

cattlemen are only a small part
of'it, bur an integral part of it. It
is just another toof that they (the
Government) won't have 1o
manage the couniry properly.”™

He said the nolion that the
high country licences — ul a
cost of $5.50 per head of caitle
cach year — provided cheap
agistment was wrong.

“You cannol compiare s 1o
commercial agistment on {ree-
hold country,” he said.

He said animals on freehold
couniry were on [enced land
with improved pasture, did not
have 1o be checked us ofien or
have 1o be educaled about the
couniry.

He said o survey showed thit
it cost cantle producers using

high countey land about $3.60 o
heud per week, on lop of
overnment chirges ond rafes,

Mr Commins® wile, Jeanetie,
satid the elfect of the ban would
be felt ucross the community,

Mrs Comimins said the loss of
the high plains land, and a lack
of freehold and leasehold land in
the area, could lead to an exodus
of young families, who were
shurefarming with their parenis.

She said these familics refied
on alpine grazing 10 generite
enough income (o suppost both
genarations,

Mrs Commins said the deci-
stan might mean the end of the
Bracks Governiment.

“We are getting sick of being
kicked.” she smd.
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suffers king hit

National Park that you will be

to remove all stock
from the licensed arca .. foc the
remuinder of the 2004-05 sea-
»m,

“Permission (o gruze this
year is offered on the basis that
your contanmeni stralegies
must preveni stock from- wan-
dering. nol merely detect them
after the fact,” the letter said.

Mr Subir said to muke mattoes
worse, the stricl reguirements
also prevented him from run-
ning catile in his 250ha of
frechold land embedded in the
#ate Torest,

‘It’s like
a death
in the

founth-generstion caltle
wa Bdggswm:ervm
i s decision o
ban catlle from  the  Alpine
National Park.

The Briggs last ook cattle in
the high plans in lae 2002,
before devastating fires swepl
poross the area in carly 2003,

They say the Bracks C_ia;wﬂn-
ment’s grazing ban will cost
them their fivelihood,

“They are killing the tradition
of alpine grazing. All we have is
s,

In the 1880% and 1890k, Sue’s
great-great grandfaiber was the
first of the Bnns family to grize
caltle on hlg.h plains,

The " alpine un: now
COVeTS :m on the wesiern
side of Mi Jim, beiween Mt
Hotham and Falls Creek.

They also have 162ha of
frechold land at Everton, about
20km souh-east of Wangamtia

“In the last fow years | have  ware mogul’”, contrary w me-
gone through drought. bushfires  dia reports and a claim by
and now the G I'sa Eavi Minisier  John
triple whammy,'™ be said. Thwaites.

Mr Subr said he had spent
“‘several hundred thovsands of
dollars™ repairing 60-70km of
fence lines destroyed in the
2003 fires.

He also accused anti-grazing
groups of running a “hie
campaign”’  against him and
ntempting Lo create a myth (hat
alpine gruzing was now domi-
nated by comporale

Mr Subr said he was not a
“*South Yarrn computer soft-

Last week, Mr Thwaites said:
**About 18 per cent of the canle
that are licensed are held by two
commercial companies, & South
Yarra IT company and a Syd-
ney company.”

Mr Subr suid he owned u
house in the affluent Melboune
suburb but sold his compuier
business in the UK before return-
ing to Australia seven years ago,
and devoted much of his time 1o
running Cobungra Station.

Triple whammy: station owner Mark Suhr.

A1

Sell-ofi: Ron Briggs is planning to cut his herd by up 1o 50 per cenl.

But without the alpine land,
their income will be cut 50 per
cent.

The allocated number of cattle
that can grae the licensed arca is
136 “adult equivalent caiile™.
equal 10 % cows and calves.

With the high cost of land,
Sue’s father, Ron Briggs, sald he
would have o cut his herd by 40
1o 50 per cenl.

Mr Briggs suid the cattlemen,

their families and Jocal com-
mwmities would coatinue 1o fight
the ban, bot would need (he
support of neighbouring indus-
iries, such as the loggers, and the
urban community,

On the other side of the
mountain - rnge, people  are
shocked and angered by what
they see as u city-centric Gov-
emment's lock-it-up-and-leave-
it agenda robbing them of a
170-year-old heritage,

““Mountain cattlemen care for
the high country.”’ say stickers
that adom the windows of shops,
petrol stations, motels and hotels
in alpine towns such as Omea
and Benambra,

*"High country horsemen im-
montalise the powerful and en-
during symbol of Australiazn
life," reads the tribute o moun-
tain  cattleman  Kevin  Kelly
posted by his daughter Billic on
the Omeo bakery's walls,

**His love for the high coun-
iry was in his veins.”

Photographs of  mountain
cattlemen on horseback, drov-
ing caitle wp high couniry
tracks cover the walls of the
Blue Duck Hotel, an isolated
pub nestled in the mountains at
Anglers Rest, north of Omeo.

The pub's patrons are furious
about the ban, labelling it
**despicable™,

backs
the ban

| By PAULSELLARS

THE Victorian Government's
ban on cattle gmzing i the
Alpine National Park has re-
ceived support from an unfikely
quarter.

Cattle Council of Australia
president and former Victoran
Farmers  Federation pastoral
group president. Bill Bray told
The Weekly Times that he sup-
parted the Government's deci-
sion nol ko renew grazing leases,

But Mr Bray =aid he wanted 1o
make it clear that he was speak-
ing s an individual farmer -and
not a8 Cattle Council president.

1 yust ook st other envinon-
mental practices across Victona
and the way other producers are
maniging their environment, and
ttuu'.\ where | bclicw: the focus

shoulkd b= he

Mr Bray smdlbuau thetr own
submussion o the review con-
ducied by the Alpine
Taskiorce, the cnuhm\glmzh";%
proposed implementing an envir-
onment managemenlt plan.

Bt he said this should have
been done years ago.

“The cattlemen are mnazing
people, but they should have put
that in place some time ago,” he
sail. “IF they had, they would
possibly still be grazing in the
Tuture.™

Mafeking grazier and Victor-
ian Nutional Parks Association
grazing commiitice member Tom
Guthric said the VFF did not
speak for all farmers in its
condemunation of the ban,

Tt would be fair o say there
is u very solid section of the
farming community whio opposes
grazing,”” Mr Guihric said.

Mr Guihrie suid it was a
commonly held view that moun-
tmin cattlemen were gelting ex-
clusive right to cheap agistment
that was nod available 1o other
famers.




