
Down from the hills for a 
I lff.Y ha•t com• do"n from \i(loria'' 
high counlr) \\ilh th<:ir Akubr-J\ and 
trumpled Dril.al><ln.-,, grump) abnut 
the Grttnks but d.-ltrmined to halt a 
i;no<f time ror • coopk or da)<. 

Such as ridil!ll lhdr ho~ hard, 
cradJng their "hil" In a"•> "hich jw.t 
about nobod• tl;e In th• "orld can, 
drinking beer, talln11 \leaks and \and· 
"kh~ and \\\lpin1t al tht bu1h Ok<. 

lhtrt art hundml$ orthtm and thtlr 
frknd.> camptd al•>n11 tht sballo" 01tns 
Rh tr ne:ir \I) rtkford in nortb.('a.,ttm 
Victoria, a colortul tncampmc:nt r<· 
mlni>ttnt or ont or Ct<"il B. Of \I ilk's 
bill \!:rttn lilm1. 

I refer to la-i "rtktnd's annual 
ll<l·l<>jldMr of tht \lountaln ('atilt· 
mon'' As5oriation or Victoria on tht 
ra"n·hilltd pn•pt11) or\tr \In 6L11r, a 
J:iant in jt2n<. and hi> "hip.<racl.lnit 
,.,fr. Lanne. 

We arrht ul the camp 'ilt aRtr a 
lhtr-ditjodging dri>t aero'~ a thrtt 
kllomttrt 1trttcb or paddock and 
-.tralghta"a} think "•art in a '"''"ling 
plkl'}. E>tf')bud) including litlk girl>, 
i1 pnl('lising "hlp-cradJng, SUlllf uwn& 
1140 "hip.>. "''"' doing tht tricky 
"doublt·handed cros<;<l\er" or tht 
"drum roU." 

Thi\ i\ in prtparation for lht big 
l"o-cb' sports program. 

On an in..crumont·packtd trali<r, 
rounlf') 5"~r I.Al) Harr) 0. "urlJng 
hi> •ta) through• baUad "hich tk'ltrly 
wm1 up tht l>>Ut \\hkh is "0"1 ing tht 
hia:h (OURlr) caukmrn: WW the ltO' tn•· 
menl side "ith th<: GrttnM!<> "ho cl~im 
tlw c-.ullrmon ar< damaging th<- h~ 
C'OUnln tml"'nmtnl? 

!I.a;} flar11 prow> not lo ~ lo(l la1). 

LEFT: Adam Ryder, 3, from 
Tawonga, tests his balance at the 
mountain c:attlemen's annual get· 
together near My111elord. 

BELOW: Steve Nott passes lh& 
Bowman's Forest campsite on his 
epic lrek. INSET: Steve after four 
years in the saddle. 
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He 'I~ au Saturda) ni~hl and up to 
1hn.-e o'clock on Sundal morning.) 

Well the sho" littrall) eeis crad<lng 
and th<- ladles' "hip cradJnx d1ampk>n
shlp k "on b~ IJ.)tar~ld TarUth Blair, 
a1"""' a-; Iran as htr "hips. Htr 
m<>thtr, Lnnnt b -..nd. 

A •-,Jc:l.,.ho" .. Is thtn Pl'O'ickd by 
62-)Ur·old Albert CampbtlJ, or 
Bun)ip, ,.ho begin~ demon,1ra1lng the 
art or "hip-plaillng, u>lng a >i« 
auachtd to tht '°" har or hh car. 

Such h .\Jbtrt'< slid. prrrormance 
lhal bt is 500n <urroundtd b} hundttds 
ofinlrlJ:Ul-d >peclalors ~nd morr than an 
hour pa.''il'S bc!forr lht) dttid~ to look ar 
somethln~ tlse or go 10 tht bar. 

Albtrt t•lls ""' th'1t ht had a ~n 
auack 17 )tars ago "btn ht "n 
brtalJDJt in hor1eS and tht doctors said 
ht "°"Id nt\~r \\Ork apln. 

"So I took up makina "hips as a 
hobby. I sold 139 la\l )tar 11 bc!t"ttn 
$60 and $80 a lhro ... Toda)' l'\t already 
sold tight.'' 

Tht mon begin comptlin& in tht 
"hip-cradJng and lht eardrum. Wlap 
unckr the fllnlinwil ><>lit) of "shots." 

Thtn dl'llr old :>tick Wabh, fonn.rl)' 
of Minn Mitta, ~ on to tbt centrr 
coun to crack a 24 feel long ,.bJp. 

\lkk, 78, has bttn cracking "hip~ 
since th<- Horsrmtn of /\pocal)pst "trt 
oo 1ht eoand 1bt bigcro"d raU.siknt as 
be! bq:lru to "hlrl !ht t;rral "hip. 

lit muff~ i1! The "hip dOtSn't crxk! 

ln..te3d ii enn•in<> it.,..ll aro11nd \tick's 
<lender frame like it's a trat(-d boa· 
con.\lrktor. 

Bui old \fk.k k undeterrtd. lie begillS 
afre<h and tht. tinw th<-rt I> a dt>O<lat· 
Ing crack, follo"«I b) • roar of 
applausr. 

Watching all thi> l•• Burl.t·and·\\ill.\ 
type charach:r by the name of Slt>t 
!'iott, or ~ftrl') i;otn near Oubbo In 
!\SW. 

Sle>r, 37, ha>Ju.>I ~nl four )t'lll'S in 
tht saddle riding around ,\w.tralia. 

Slt>l' ;. a rri:bteml ps)dlialrlc nurse 
"ho dtcid..-d 10 t:<t •"•> from ii all and 
ridt 10 lht funhermo<t poiom or the 
continent. 

F"trslly. ht cant<red O\tr tu B)ron 
Bay in nonh<m 'SW "bich b the 
taste~ point of Aus>il', thtn up to 
the top of Capt York P..nill>ula, th<-n to 
Wtstem \~ralla 10 Stttp Point. Then 
to disaskr! 

Stt\'e headed d014n lo Wl™>n's Prom· 
ontory 10 ntach the SOllthern tip of 
Australia. 

But "h<-n h<- Col 10 the :\ati<>nal Park, 
he "'I> informed he couldn'I tal..t his 
horse any funhtr btause k ,.ould 
"upset the en•lronmtnl." So he had to 
lta\t his faithful nag and hoof hi• "ay 
throllgh tht scrub 10 the -· 

""-nl at tht g.t·t~th<-r .. ., an 
111rac1he lad) b> the naJ1W of Lyntttt 
Tttasurr, 11rca1-i:rand-daus:hler of 
Emmanutl Trra<urr one of the plonttr 
wn~rs on lht Dargo High plains. 

Emmanuel's folk.• transpontd him up 
1htrr from llarrltl•Wt - -irapptd 10 a 
pack horse: 

Also at the ptbtting "... hlg Lou 

1.lthtrrnann, State .\ltmb<r for Bmam· 
bra. Ubtral Lou ~Id 1h;i1 the swinging 
1thip< kepc making him "onder how the 
lhomasto"n b).('lettlon "as going. 

So the ~ ... "•DI on through Siatur· 
cU) nJ&lll, tht mas.a btin& fed b)' -
60 1oluntttrs Crom lhr~arb> \\borou-
1) RKrtatlon Re.ent committtt, lhl' 
grtal containt" or cold auu btin& 
constantly ~ocktd. 

(Whnroul> is ha• in& ii~ 014 n "Wacky 
Sports Da)'' on Ftbrwl") ZS so lhi> ,.., 
l">Od practlce for tbt C'OtlmliUtt mtm· 
btrs.) 

On Sunda) came the mucli-a,.ailtd 
t'ltnt - tht StockmJn', Cup - run 
Oltr a COUrst or "rough and broken 
pvund" including a \trttch of tht 
~OCl)·btddtd Chtn• Ri•tr and a <tttp 
b.oul up the hllb, a di>lanre of a couple 
of miln. 

A magic <lght as the hor.es hil the 
ri>tr, the morr so .. 11<n 1hey climbed a 
"fa11htr hill" and "e"' sUboueued 
ag:ilnst the owmm tk). 

They thuDdeml do"n tht bill into the 
Arai&Jlt and r~ pa.a the post was Tony 
Failhl\IU of Omto. 
Wl~n ht aunt up 10 ht presented 

"ith his trophy, Tony 14as ou1 of brrath; 
but his hol'loe "oulcln't ban blo-.n out• 
candle. 

"WtU," pulftd Tort), •irus is the sixth 
t'- l'>t riddtn in IM Cup. J'\e come 
'«Ond four time. and third once. 

"When I gtl batk to 0111«1, thtrt'U be! 
a bla. rat bloke there "ho "on't bl' able 
10 caU me 'bridesmaid' no mort." 

- GEOFFREY WAIGHT 
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l.ltbtnnaM, SUit ,\ftmbo.r for Bmam. 
bra. Ubenl Lou .aid thal the M•ini;ing 
"hips ktpt maluflll him MDlkr how the 
Thomaslo,. n b) ~i..-.tion was golna. 

So the •ho" "tnl on through Satur
da} nlg)lt, thr ma\>tS 1>4:ing r~ by ~mt 
60 \Olunteers from the nt.irby Whorou· 
ly Recreation RNne committee, th< 
pal contalntl") or cold can; btlniz 
con.~nll) Roe~. 

(l\ horoul) I' ha.Ing its own '"\\'acky 
Sports Dl> •• °" hbrua11 25 so !hi>"" 
good prac1i« for tbt rommiutt mtm· 
Iler<.) 

On Sunday camt tlw mucb-auittd 
r>tnl - tlw Stoel.man'~ Cup - run 
o•d" a cours.- or '"rough and broken 
ground" lncludln& • ~lrttch or the 
stony·btddtd O""' Rl•tt and a stHp 
haul up the hill~, a d~ or a l'<Klple 
or~. 

A maei< iiicht as tht- bones hit tht 
ri' er, tht ""'"" ~ "ht-n tht) climbtd a 
"fanher hill~ and "'rt silhouttttd 
against tht O\<tta>I "->-

They thunct..recl do"n the hW into the 
5tra1&1i1 and llN pa.>1 tht J>OS1 "1b Ton} 
faltbfulJ or Omeo. 

Whtn ht came up to be pre.enttd 
"ith his troph), lony "as out of breath; 
but his hont \\OUldn't ha't blo"n out a 
candk. 

"WtU," pufTtd Ton), "this is tht sixth 
tinw l'\t rlddtn In the Cup. l'\t come 
!><'COnd four limn and I.hi.rd o~. 

"When I Kt! back to Omto, lllttt'U ht 
a bl&, fat blukt there "ho ,..on•1 bt able 
to caU mt 'l>riclamaid' no more." 

- GIEOFFRIEY WRIGHT 

Picturta: MARK GRIFFIN 

RIGHT: Tanith Blalr .• 13, linu up a cigarette In 
""''"" 1.6.ftl"lA'ct tnt'Utth 



L1:r-1: "'aam nyaer, " • rrom 
Tawonga, tests his balance at the 
mountain cattlemen's annual get
together near Myrtleford. 

BELOW: Steve Nott passes the 
Bowman's Forest campsite on his 
epic trek. INSET: Steve after four 
years in the saddle. 
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•m Smith, of Bruthen, on the way to winning the open whipcracking, takes the top off a beer bottle. 
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