
Mountain cattlemen versus 
chairborn bureaucrats 

lm Commhut, pre1ldent of th• " 
tmeo branch of U.. Mountain 
:attlemen'• A.uodatlon of V~ria. 
u 11>41nt a llfedma working the 
Uld and building up. quality bent 
f Herefont cattle. Many bardablPI 
ave bffn ov1n:iome along the_,, 
ut now Jim and fellow gruiera fllce 
nother battle with comervatlonilta 
rho want to evict cattle from the 
IOUDtalD NDI • 
... d hl• 1tory on page •be. 



Mountain cattlenian faces another threat 
By HaatMro.botn 

J
IM Commmeof Eno<iy .. a man who 
.. held m IUQh reQOJd by hlB 

"'""""°"'and lellow cattlemen. -
,., ""'~'loquahty He .. olocds that he ond 

tu£ •mllV •-, but allo '"' his ongoing 
ooni:tbuuon io theweU01t ol member• 
cl the Mountain Cattleman'• 
AAoclaUOn al Vaaona 

One 0.-onlY IO spend• bttle umo 
with Jtm. to quickly und0t•und that h10 
titu manded. unaS1WD.10Q mannei nnd 
hit depth of know1edge a.bout the 
counuy . .,. jull two of tho reeoooa 
behind hll elec\JOn • Omeo branch 
ptOlldentoftht MCAV. a poe111onhe 
has held 111noo the ._.,,,.uon 'a 
lllCeptJan In 1969. along With. 10 yt'llJ 
IGml DS VICtCIWI pu•dent 

Like many ol the long l!liUlblllhed 
gtai11J8m the OJ ... Jun'1hl..umeha8 
""""apent bulldmg. oound canJe and 
ll*P larming 811le1pme 

"™""lllOWlh and- O match IO 1t - It 
burned Vlgo<OUSlyl I 
Many OCher OJQUID<lllto a.bout why CllUle 
lhouk! be remowd l%om the .-inwn 
""'-haVtt been peuencJy •eluted by 
the CAUlemen, but 1n vein 1t would .eern 
with the cecienr. sasuo or evacuon noucee 
to 09ll9"'1 ~ 

The bBUlo la now Cll IO bllve tl>C»e 
cle<:mona ,.,...,...,_ oot only for the 
l•mUtM who hnve worked m harm<>ny 
with the lend to mal<o lhclr bvtn<,1 but 
&loo for the good cc the envuonmem 

·~ In Jun ·a caao the NunntotlQ run r.. not 
under unmedmte tlue"' and !us family 
can be tbanldUI that he l'lllWlWDOd • 
IU!JotanUOl mtaest mll>Mp. olthough 

::·:=:~==.i:x~t, 
M""noe II kept 
h 11 Mf replocino wrtb 2000""""' J<llned 
annually. S.navie blood 101D11 llom 
Wallaloo Pa1k being 108Ponmbie lo1 the 
IOJgo lramed well covt1fld aheolp tluit 
c:anv stvillh wool 

Many haldlhli- have beon laced tlonll 
the way, not the least ol which wu the 
..,ty be@ w11b thouands cl rabblto tn 
the unclevoloped =uv as he WO<k8d 
llO make the land pcoducUV9 

~ ceul• fl1U""1 th• NunnJong nm But• cattleman loYel Ills ceule and 
wrlhOUt I.he Nunmong mn. Jun and h .. 
lamlly's cattle numbe11 would be 
olaahed IO negbgll)lo. wlule many ol his 
lnlnds lormmg entorpn:ae Wiii become 
unvlllble 

By oonuut h,...,1y a.-s made 
their way tn -v dlllercnt walks of w.. 
.llln'•IJI-' grendlathe. WbOcame llom 
Comwan. 1*ng Cll8 of the eertv-•· 
(lcnownu thaCante1bu1y Pllgruna) In 
the CbllStchwch ., .. ol New Zeland m 
the late 1840'• 
Ko then !.-.cl IO the flan Plulhp ailany 
in V1ctona in 1850, obortly alter toktng 1 
posiucn ua detk"' the n~y lo.med 
legltialMI council 

In 1949. J•m •nd Plulbp bfanelled out on 
their own and pu1chued an 
urv.leveloped blod<. J1m'11ecently 
ocq\Urod lcncWledge cl W!lflang With 
mecluner/ dwtn(I Wodd W11 2, b9tng • 
gi..,t_t wh•n they aoQUtred a 
bulldoZ<ll to 11d the property of 1abb1t 
twbon and lor _... WO<k Ul .,._..,. 

ltnprovemelll 
Dunng ti..- tough et1lyyeara. OYW 

eooo robb1tt -· il<lnnod and many 
thouands mo11 were pollloned or 
buldozed 
In 1963. l'hllllpw..kllled manocc:ldent 
... Vlng Jtm 10 C8rTY on 
ln1ually. llOCk compnted oppQrtwmy 
cellleol mOOld b<eedl. unlll Jun wu 
able to 18CU1e Herebd .,._, ol 
,,......, -lr-nelQhbonng g,....,,, 
8ulltllO<R LeunePlau'oLowanna Srud 
cornpotind..i • oound Imo of llaldy, 
producuve ce.tt•Wllh auos amce Oum 
coming i.om Benambr• Cobungl• and 

~=1dwo1k11111dottwrU.
"'""k nwnba11on the mcreue. Jun 
meenwlulo rll8rl\'llllJ NO<rno Dale and 
•ll!ll>IJ a tamllyof Uvee. • daUghlel Ann. 
WbO nrrw 1et1dea m M!!lboume and two 
"""'Bruce and Chr1S ... ch now ma111<•d 
and oper-aung d1fterent farms. all ln the 
lanuly pattnmshlp 
The Comuum now IOlll a.bout 450 
Ho1elonl lemales eech '/'!at, 1etam1ng 
epp10X1rnat~ly 100 helfms annuelly for 
1oplaco!Mnt1 
cmve. ... -befoco the annual 
onles ID tile! they 810 well RtiJed an<! 
1..ady to gtow on. a fact wluch 
l-1Jottera •nd other g1&1lel• appcoci.te 
end are piepered to pey • JXemn:m lcr 
Ccmm>ns H<!lelordloonmtentlyCllt 
petlorm OU... llOCI< In tho ChailtOn 
lcodlot and a1e keenly tOUght by th
buyora at the onnual Om«> Benambce -Cows aie taken up IO the rncwwiJn run 
•t Nunniong which Jun ahlles wuh 
brother Charlie. for summer end Uff!I 
blought home for calVlng 
The -IY of c:aule en the Nn. In toe!. 
oot out lac home of theU own llCODld at 
the flllll Ol'IM\ ol rough wwthet and 
would no doubt make the 30 km )OUtfteV 
unauended -e tt oot for the t.nces 
encounwed o1ong the "'Y 
Mustent111 ther""'9 ...-cc tWO to 
I.lull weeko O! nd1ng 10 pick up the 

Ccmiagbom• :::i..,~ •• ~U:=!:i:=t 
Hll •--IDnl -·-t beck to throogll C9lvlng IJI the moumatnl clWU>g England lor the11 educeUCll and Jtm'a wmi« 
QJandlather Charlea, 1eturn..i to The task of muatenng uiquu.., a deep 
Autttallauolawyw, a.tung up undersianchngolthebulh &ltblbtyto 
IJ[8CtlOe 111 Warragul r..-n.bor landrDUb. - go< last and 
Chatlel l'lllJTl<d Eleanor Hunter, road natwol -that lndlClllAI .a 
daUQhter ot James Hunter a -Of mannar of thmga nom the nem p1-noe 
the Mansbokl dlBUict. who. with brothel ol cettle io • coming change tn tho 
Aloe:, WU Ctll IO """"'"881uJ negcuate Wlltht!r 
the IDOUllWl>I flam tho l>Olth- llO How many _he .. - perlOnl-. 
Olppoland 1~1tomthobushbytnoW1t.otr1 
Chatlet and F.leonot m<>vlld"' cettlemen IO<a Clive Hodge and th• 
S.irnodalewM!eJun'• 16ther Jnmet Lovlcb of Mansfield IO name l""' two. 
UlbumCommlllO w• remed w-rappon with the mounwnaand 
Alter ..wig In the-w<>!lcl WM tn the llllllh - · JM<;lell tllern to od~ ID 
ltght hcc88 (lnc:tudlng Ille 3rd bngode'• ouch m-
bettleat QrulipoH), JamM IODk up a lt 1• th0tol0<a 1nc:omp1ehf'f\Slble IO these 
IOldier -mont block of 640 ea• on people that over reoont yMtS the 
~-~- s winch movermotbyooc:aledcanwrvotlCNllS 

the ... ,.,..,.._y uuon w• mrnterlanngwrthmo_.clthe 
~m:::;:~~~-Mrugotta. moun1a111cettle1UD11.-ath1eot10 
d4UQhtat of Edmund MOJgeuswhO tuld thebvel1hoodoCthcMwhohaveWO<kod 
Btndl Stauon them. in oome ..._for 100 Y*'ll 

It - on the £nay block thal Jun an<! Among Ibo major - being 
hll bfolberl l'lulbpand Cbmlee. in cantestod ia the ~•tlOIWllB' datn'l 
WO<long Wlth thw !alher. gained tho that cattle &10188pon•1ble for damage to 
txpenenco that wu ....,..uai to ::~e puture opec1 .. 1n alp1negraxmg 

:=!:. thatocmcumes ban:h ~ u theonn.W r«WWal lee fol 

Fwthet eaeage wu edded with both - IS beaed on tho number cl heed 
aheeplUld Clllttle tun IUld ltom about g1azed. leee have boon piogr-vely m· 
1930, the Comm in• litmUybegNI to take <•-m hne wrth rnO<e ~run u 
llOClr to the NunDIOllO mountam 1un 111 • dllect 181Uh ol unprovemeraa. which IS 
....:tatlon w11b the 0uJtc larruly who In c:omplete canuadiCUon IO the clailns 
Md held• licence lot the onm •moe the made1 
eruly 1920·8 lnaSJtua11onauchuJ1m's, the 
It waa about 1890. llltet Dully'a land Act. Nunnicng run IS naturaDy bordclcd ty 

t11atmounwng1iwng11eosw"'emade ~-===.':.~~~ 
~= ~=.::=g~':"" up loncmg hi• been .. ected on the oth« 
overage llizo In th• Omoc loqKJn . .Jown boomdatlAll to keep ttoek m the 
1a2!J0010 3000 aa .. on the BogollQ =::=:Seu cc the coule-
l{Jgb Plains Whore~ IS-IOUQh olto been l....ced tooontJOl gra•UlQ. 

n:;:'~1ong licence woe utumately IOIUltmQ tn a greater corryrng capacity 
uanalened to the CommlN lamUV end lug her 1-11 
~ S The~ Fennec. April. 1989 

Jun bel1.,... that gOY61nment 
d.,partmentt don ·t ""'°"nise th., input 
~! rnountotn cattlem<!n and that the 
eor-vatioD Couocil of V1Cte118 and the 
A-Conee<vauon Foundation are 
unduly tnftuenced by r&d1cels and 
edVlled by oome !xxaniato who may 
hevedagt-111 spec:181181d- but 
hew no pr-lmowt.dgeclthe 
artutnon u a whole 
J•m has carefully •-rched the affecui 
cl., ... of NSW wblch have been -
togrumg m the name ct na:>onal peikl 
only IO be cl4Motal8d by the ravaga of 
unconuollnble hrM 
He and C.UOW caUlerMn know the 
bene!lta ol 111mng IO keep the 

. 

mounwn. cl(<lln and 1oduce the hie !Uk 
and also that pesiwet p1ohlerate undet 
IUCll -t In 8""rp canu:i:t to 
thell1111 plocs wtuch-been tenced 
and nwnwned ror compllNOn 
In such plott the g18-become thickly 
matted 1mped1ng the """"'"'uon ol bght 
ond lnillbltlng te;rowUI 
.lun (IU0<8t an lllOCaDCe r..,...tly wben 
he was on hll wey to the ceUlemon 'a 
m...ung at Bogong and oiopped IO show 
• vmtor one ol the U1lll plocs. 
It w.. Mlly 111 the mcnnng ood the t.cpa 

ol the1t boct4 o.nd ttouart -· 
•turated with the wet grass but after 
1enl0Vlllll matted gi- ltom the awt.ice 
of the plot. he pulled cut oome dry 

Coping with the unpredlctllble •~ta 
ol naiwe and bemg P•""'1ed IO g1veend 
lake eom. narunlly IO Jim m lua work 
with the lood lhbt be hat nunwed IO 
mllLt a lmng ltom 
But now, he and othOJtbke tum mu.. go 
on hghung with rodtcale and 
" cholJbom" bul88UCIOtl WbOhe Ayt 11 
-· "'darn want io be cooll.-I by 
the,._ •• ,n the bettl<! IO nwntotn the 
mounl81Nutheyl\ave ti.ii for 
cleceda bebe the mvasion ol 
ottJCialdOml 

JIM and his daughter-in-law Jeanette, wotking together in the family partnership. 


