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One of 14 maj‘or river crossings on the

The forestry track from Myrtleford to the Wonnangatta
Valley. Myrtieford shire president Jack Browne’s vehicle is
about 1-in-2.

L

jeep track.

STARS  twinkled
through the rest-
less canopy of
leaves as camp
fires flickered on
the circle of faces.

The beefy voice of Jack
Treasure, a cattleman
from Dargo, boomed out
an -adaptation of his
favorite bush poet, Billy
Wye ...

“There's a valle
where the

in the
hiils

Wonnan-
gatta river running like
a lping thing Dbetween

" Unck Treasure is presi-

dent of the Wonnan-
glltn-!-luﬂuin River Road
evelopment Associa-
tion.

He had Just finished
chairing association's
annual meeting on the
banks of Congiomerate
Creek, in the Wonnan-
gatta Valley — one of

Victorin's most inacces-
sible places.

The assoclation has
been 'Buttling for 17 years
to persuade the Govern-
ment to build a low alti~
tude, , all-weather road
througtt the valley link-
ing north-eastern Vic-
toria and the Riverina
with Gippslar

At present the only
direct mmﬁg between
these two ary
producing areas lies over
roads which climb high
into the Alps above the

snow line. :
The association points
out that even the Alpine

Highway link by way of
Hotham Heights can be
cut If a b:tzmatmfajl
overwhelms CRB's
gnow ploughing. And
anyway, thai road is too
r:J}' for transports in
wi

nter.

The association wants
the new road, free of
snow and fog, as a link
for the big. traffic in
stock fodder be-
tween the (wo areas,
and for tourists.

The t detour
throl?rh clbourne from
Myrtleford to Sale is
about 311 miles. The
new would chop off
about 131 miles.

At present the only
route through the Won-
nangatta Valley is over
# hair-raising, spring-
breaking <42 miles of
Forests Commission jeep
track.

Omi

river crossings, and in-
tracks 'which
rise abruptly up narrow
spurs‘at either end of
W ta Station.

These. rock-strewn
tracks, often heavily

four-wheel-drive

channelled by wash-
aways, bave gradients of
up one-in-two. They
are a challenge to

vehicle and driver.
Three people were
missing from the 80 who
turned up at last Satur-
day night's meeting in
the valley. They were
Wangaratia bus tor
Erle Hoy, his wile, and
Mrs Willlam Peters, of
M ord.
e three were riding
in the Jast vehicle in a
nine-vehicle convoy car-
rying about 33 people
which set out from the
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Peter Game goes
bush to one

of Victoria's
most unusual
annual meetings

Jack ar-
president of the
Wonnangatta-Bufjalo
River Road Develop-
ment Assoclation.

Treasure .

Gippsland end of the
track.

The rest of that con-
voy walting at the top
of a steep pinch of
onie-in-two the
summit of Wombat

went
wrong with the gears of
the Hoys' four-wheel-
drive vehicle only 20 ft.
from safety.

The vehicle
rolling back,
speed. It snap off a
tree, overtirned and be-
gan somersaulling down
the steep incline,

The three were [lung
out as it rolled. The tree
fell ncross Mrs Hoy, The
vehicle kept tumbling
untfl it leapt 8 log, and
landed de down 250
ft, from the top of the
pinch.

began
gathering

Jack Treasure and the :

rest of his party slith-
ered back down the
steep gravel f{rack to
help the three lving un-
gonscious on the road.

‘While a Forests Com-
mission escort crew -
diced for a helicopter,
the v an hacking
& 60 1l wide helicopter
pad out of thick timber
on top of the spur.

The helicopter brought
i doctor and the injured
were on thelr way to
Gippsland Base Hospital
at Bale three hours after
the crash.

All are now In a satis-
factory condition with
cuts and abrasions, but
ii\clrs Hoy has a fractured
eg.

That morning we had
driven in from Myrtle-
ford at the opposite end

with 19 vehicles carrying
about 50 people

The 64 miles to Won-
nangatta Station where
we camped and held the
meeting  included 23
miles of jeep track, and
took 4% hours.

At the wheel of my
truck was Jack Browne,
vice-president of the as-
sociation, and shire
president of Myrtleford.

We headed out up the
Buffalo River valley
through country where
Jack' reckoned the big=-
gest kangaroos he's ever
seen still roam — T [L.
old men Grey Foresters.
. Beyond Catherine Sta-
tion (where the cattle-
{nen still y&ﬁ. “Salt Oh”

o bn’nf herefords
down for the

annual

muster’ the road soon
petered out into a nar-
row winding jeep track.
Three hours out we be-
gan the disconcerting
climb out of the walley,
bonnet pointing skyward
towards the Barry ge
saddle. As we started up-
wards, stapled to & pep-
ermint gum was A
and-printed  cardboard
siﬂ,bn which -
ROAD THROUGH THE
WONNANGATTA" — the
first of many similar
signs.

“Conservationists” Jack
explained, as he shoved
the truck into four-
wheel-drive, wrestled
with the wheel and head-
ed sharply up the spur,

“Conservationists  be-
lieve a pilace like this
shouldn't opened up, I
believe in conservation but
I feel we are so consclous
of this today we won't
réepeat the mistakes of
the past,

“T think if the road
goes through, the ares
should be a national
grk.

te to
beca
ready get
valley. over the Jeep
tracks. It would be better
if we could get together
:,ﬁh- the conservation-

On top of the Barry
Range saddle about 3000
ft. above sea level, Jack
pointed south meross the
endless blue hills: “That's
Gippsiand, From here on
the rivers flow the other
way,"

We bumped onwards
towards the final descent
into the valley. As we be-
gan the rise from Riley's
Creek Jack handed out
the comforting reassur-
ance that e brakes
were coming good after
the last water crossing.
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Wonnangatta station homestead in

1956 — the year before il was des-
troyed by fire. It was 110 years old.

Then we were plunging
and jerking down the
final rock-strewn pinch
towards the Wonnangatta
valley floor.

Past the spat where

carller
through r?nwlmt black-
berries, then glimpsed
the station cemetery.
Wind murmured In
the trees shad
sad and Ionel* collection
of scattered headstones,
One nscription on »
rough rock slab bore the
nearly obliternted name
of Ellen Smith, chiselled
by her husband Oliver
alter she died n 1884
Oliver Smith, an Ame-
rican who moved into
the valley about 1861 in
the wake of
found no goid.

grazing co try
He, Ellen and thelr
settled on the
banks of Conglomerate
?mek, and built a slab
k.

Meanwhile a Scottish

ﬂm\.eguy gradmel.ﬁ. Wil-
am - Hryce, opened up #
facklmrse buisiness be-
eford and

Grant dfields about

mo miles to the south-

BeLause the Harriet-
ville route to Grant was
oftenn  snow-bound, he
found a low-level route
below the snow line dver
the Barry Range and
down the Wonnangatta
Valley — the same mo-

tive inspiring the asso~
tati

ciation 7
Smith invited Bryce to
Juln mm in the cattle
partner; Bryoe

ugu:ed but browhl in}

monin which spread to
Srrtlith'u herd. Bmith sold
out,
Mrs Bryce was a widow
with one child when
Bryce met her; they had
nine more children—the
last five born at Won-
tion.

nangaita Stal
Mrs Bryce died in 1914,
aged 78. She lies in the
c‘?'sravuyardlmo T.he
berried br‘iw&.
with two of her ugh-
ters — who died in
1878, aged three, the

olher !n 1891 nged 22,

was 2 hard, lonely
me Mrs Bryce educated
her children. She would
ride side-saddle with
each new baby 30 miles
to Grant to have it chris-
tened

The trip involved two

river crossings, and two
stiff climbs, ‘The round
trip took three s, in-
cludms a rest in
Grant,

Grant, nnw only n
clearing, served a popu-
lation of about 10 and
the Bryces sold butter,
bacon, cheese, and
to the miners, Their
cattle and horses were

at and
Heyfield.

Jack Treasure Is a true
bushman. Tall, powerful,
blint, and with a keen
sense of humor, hes ane
of three brothers and a

a
drive

) MAG

A,

sister who run cattle at

go und on the high
plains,

He drove me out of
the valle over _ the
Wombat Fgen e to Dar
— the opposite Vm}'
which I s

Jack pmmcd to the

lace on the flat where
heﬁ brought Sir Henry
up on a fishing
trip about three years
ago.
8Sir Henry told them:
"I know what you fellows
want, you want that
road. Weil I'm coming in
to get some blackfish.

EEnm
Jack said “Poor old
Henry e river

on th
tin midmght and didn't
catch any black : but
we did kill a ecouple of
brown snakes and chased
four others away.”

But Sir Henry didn't
hold it against them.
aumonsed a CRB

vey, The Board came up
with two estimates —
one for a [fully-sealed
18-1t, wide 40 mph roud
bnwen Myrtlerm-u and

tratlord about
MB m!l!hm mm million
unsealed), the other for
bridgeless [four-wheel
road " along the

7 T gy = s
Buffulo _and ‘Wonnan-
gala valleys, linking the
two existi roads at
e:lhn';mmd and costing

Tho Board sald |t
thought neither would
benefil - the community

enough
coat.

Last Saturday's meet-
ing resolved to go back
to the CRB to try to
convince them of the
need for a rond, and to
point out that what it
wanls is not & high grade
road—just a 14-1t. wide
gravel road link of rea-
sonable standard and
cost, with bridges. be-
tween the two existing
roads, Jack ‘Treasure
reckons it cou'd be done
for around $1 million,

One other minor dis-
agreement the #ssocia-
tion has with the CRB s
the point at which the
rond  would cross the
Bivide. Jack wants it to
£0 over the Barry Range
al . — a point
which would be both
snow  and mostly
{ree.

¢ CRB route cros
s-the Divide nearly 450
higher, ‘The Local
Government Minister, Mr
Hunt, has
survey of
orossing.

to Justify the

fog

promised a
the disputed

FOR A LOW ROAD

An annual meet-
ing with a differ-

ence . , . members
of the Wonnan-
gatita - Buffalo
% River Road De-
. velopment Asso-

ciation camped on
the banks of Con-
glomerate Creek
tisten to their pre-
sident, Jack Treas-
wre,

The Hoys" wrecked f;)ur-whéel drive vehicle which hurtled
backwards out of control down a steep gradient on the
Wombat range.
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