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High on alpine air 
TREY may be wider ~ici;c from 
mvironmtntnli'-t> wanting them 001. but 
the grazicn anJ lhttr families of Vie1,lfia's 
Alpine Nntiooal Park aren't le3'inJ; yn. 

The fam1hes, ~JI from the dry flats of 
Gi~lanJ. tra•elled for hour; ut the 
weekend ttl aucnd the rumunl Mountuin 
Cattlemen·, Association gel-together 

On the Bennison Plain' at 1!1gg1ru.' 
m~ring p3ddocli: they camped, sang. 
rode anJ danced. 

Suppnrtcn came tOQ, boo5ting 111111\bcr> 
to 2000.plu • 

Hor-cman l'Qde. Poets recited nnJ do~ 
jumpcJ th" high bar. 

There wa• the Run Amol ~up "-hl!l'C 
rider.. biJ foe ~ and the Mulga Bill 
blle ride. 

Buchan hon<:man Rid.)' Hodge "on the 
Mouniaio Clukmen's Cup m a 2.5km 
ride. 

II wa.~ nn a>crage ye11r for R1dy who 
has bct'n known to win the p<l"l's prize. the 
cup anJ a few ~r priw.; be!;iJes at the 
gcHogcthcr, 

But it \\Ol.\ Billy R~s. from Quccmland. 

who wa\ Jubbed bel.t poxt. He ga•e a 
'J>lendid. unamplificd perfonnance fn1m 
the bad,; of a mud-co•ered ute to win the 
Doo Kn«bone Heritage aw:inl. a pctperual 
award th.11 co:-ts noching 10 enter, deli\er!. 
no nx•ncy but somehow pulls f>oell> from 
all comers of the nntion. 

··Don Kn«booe wru; one of our grea1 
canlcman poets." said organiser Linda 
Barradoogh. 

For some. the weekend was a lilting llitt 
with memment in !ht fa....: of rising threats 
of expul<ioo after mm·c. by fJt\ironment 
anJ C'on-.:muion M'misrer StlcrryfGarbuu 
to prevent ~~lllle re-entering the p-.irk. 

One gI11Lier. Bill Cumming. v. ho holds 
a grazing licence. ~d it made hi~ bean 
break to sec SJ'lbS to w lntts g<>ing 
begging in the nearby Caledonia area. 
v. hen his cattle \\ere endunng drought oo 
bis farm .11 Glenmaggie. 

"What', really bun.ing this year is that 
we are absolutely deva~tnted by drought in 
our oomc lll'ea and 10 :.cc the grass 
a' ailabk in the leasehold ruu is fru>ll'lltmg 
in the extreme," Bill said. 

+ llat-lrid: Rarhtl /'arsons, from Mansfield, /0<1ltd lht part 111 ha /int col4'g1rl ht1t. QUI luvrt/1: l'ttuans of 1l1e .<add It 1ui11,.f in tlw /1111 and shol4'C'd a brislc 1um of p.1u in tht Mo1111111in Callfemen Stodmm 's Classic 
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Dop' 4/t: Gavin KtnMdy (/tft), Gary TickMll. Trm·is Robinson and Bill Brtrtl()n .... idi dogs 
Btssy and Johnny Rtd. Pictuns: GREG SCUUJN 




