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Has-trick: Rachel Parsons, from Mansfield, looked the part in her fine cowgirl hat.
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Bessy and Johnny Red.

High on alpine air

= o
Cup caper: the winner of the Catilemen's
Cup, Ricky Hodge, of Buchan, with Big Red.

THEY may be under siege from
environmentalists wanting them out, but
the graziers and their families of Victoria's
Alpine Nationnl Park aren’t leaving yet.

The families, many from the dry flais of
Gippslind, travelled for hours at the
weekend 10 attend the annval Mountain
Cattleren’s / ftic ether,

On the Bennison Plains st Higgins'
mustering paddock they camped, sang,
rode and danced.

Supporters came too, boosting numbers
to 2000-plus.

Horseman rode. Poets recited and dogs
jumped the high bar.

There was the Run Amok cup where
riders bid for horses and the Mulga Bill
bike ride.

Buchan horseman Ricky Hodge won the
Mountain Cattlemen’s Cup in a 2.5km
ride.

It was an aveérage vear for Ricky who
has been known to win the poet’s prize, the
cup and a few other prizes besides at the
gel-together.

But it was Billy Ross, from Queensland,

who was dubbed best poet. H
splendid, unamplified performanc

the back of a mud-covered ute 10 win the
Don Kneebone Heritage award, a perpetual
award that costs nothing to enter, delivers
no money but somehow pulls poets from
all comers of the nation.

“Don Koeebone was one of our great
cattleman poets,” said organiser Linda
Barraclough.

For some, the weekend was a fiting flin
with mermment in the face of rising threats
of cxpn]w-n .sl'lrr moves by Environment
and Conservation Minister Sherryf Garbuti
to prevent cattle re-entering the park,

One grazier, Bill C‘ummin;, who holds
a grazing licence, said it made his hean
break 10 see grass o the kneds going
begging in lhc nearby Caledonia area,
when his cattle were enduring drooght on
his farm at Glenmaggie.

“What's really hurting this vear is that
we are absolutely devastited by drought in
our home area and to see the grass
available in the leasehold area is frustrating
in the extreme,”” Bill said.

Old hands: veterans of the saddle joined in the fun and ;h.‘mrd a brisk surn uf pace in the Mmmmm Cattlemen Stockmen’s Classic,

GREG SCULLI,
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Dogs’ life: Gavin Kennedy (left), Gary Ticknell, Robinson and Bill Brereton with dogs
Bessy and Johnny Red. Pictures: GREG SCULLIN
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