n The Steps Of The Monaro ‘Tableland Pion
tlement Of The Snowy River
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OW DIFFERENT 18 THE

feture of the ploneers of

gle Monaro — the Alpine

tabieland which contains

the continent's highest moun-

tains and deepest valleys, well-

watered always and snow-

covered for m good part of the
year.

With his herds of slowly-moving
stock he pushed south Irom Lake
George 10 the Snowy River country,
along the gorge-like valleys and up
:hewms.:np goues o' (03 labielxnd irie Autharity. the date of the frst

ot wowld he thlnk could neipeielration of Uhe Monaro ls pul
ser the tableland today with jts | 0 the early 1820's, when surveyors
Y woik of  roads clinging pre-(And cxplorers told stories of pirate
cartously to the precipitous sides of {shepherds and siolen flocks which
the mountains, the great dams of !mmed the district before the ad-
the Snowy scheme taking shape and | YACe 0f the established swations.
hg saiina of atyatsion: Tnneis and (L 10 1849, Berty, Johnsione  wod
witerways changing the shiape of | IE‘IUIN tried to reach the Monaro
the valleys and the flow of the|  om the coast but were unim-

pressed with the country through

rivers he knew so well ?
Tt ol e ealnk g e grany | Whish they| passed. Thie 1o

i | year Currie and Ovens got as [ar
’mrhh moaying machines. the 1oW-l4e puujingra Hill, about a dozen
paders, the great cranes and trucks | iy narth of the present site of
which make child's play of moving coomp and in 1824 the boanist
:hh';‘i“ﬂhh':mg:m"d "l;””“ "h“::”“" Cunninghsm who made several
TNSE il A wzr rgmml ™® | minor excursions into the Monaro,

gl Lhrp‘;"’:‘m_;; or B ”L:e spoke of the little-known activities
E::'\Hnentf corner of of settlers who, he said, had been
What ww he think could he;;,:::': 5 Sl el
stand on Red Hill and look down |™ gpme members of the Pender-
on she fast-growing olty which 10~ | gaatr  family, still :-.-u-known
day largely controls the life of niz| pyme In the Monaro, clalm that
ﬂ'?;t;{‘ﬂlﬂﬂ % - | Thomas Pendergast was in  the
rhaps to the lasr question some | gnowy River country wilh 400 head
sart of answer ¢an be hazarded for |or cattle as early as 1341
hie was no lover of government. the| Byt |t was not until 10 years
first man in the Monaro, later that the movement ta the
Who was the first is not certain | Monsro began in force. In the
mr_. a5 happened so frequently in!years between 1831 and 1836 almost
early Auatralian history, he was|ail the great stations of the table-
moying in deflance of the Govern- |land were ocoupled and stocked by
ment, Land policy was uncertaln |p whose d 1 in
and the daring and adventurous| many cases, still hold land on the
spirit who sought to establish him- | tablelands today.
self beyond the perimeter of kpown | And such was the land hunger
settloment did not advertise his In- | that the movement to the south
l.em.!m:a, | continued, and It was from the
n “Snowy Saga” 4 by | M that Glppsland was
Oswald L, Ziegler for the Council | explored and named by MaoMillan.
of the 8hire of Snowy River lnd||m:| that settiement of the Omed
the Enowy Mountiins Hydro-Blec- | district was pioneered.

The picture of the

savannah from the
Mountains.

gaunt, bearded man, perhaps
the rolling plains of central New South Wales,

He, his waggon, his cattle, his dogs
a cloud of dust and flies across a land burnt by

pioneer which comes most readily
with an equally gaunt and weary

Australian

westward end of the road which

revived by winter rains.

and  men that the district wans best

They were hardy men
the’ sattled part

| women, their first homes stone and | knosn throughout
| 5lab huts made from material tney Of the coumtiry. At the annual
won from heir own holdings: their | musterings the stockmen from
food and household necessities like | varlous stations folned forces to
candles and sosp largely produced | gather the wild cattle from e un-
by themselves with fats from the | fonced rund, and they vied with
animals they bred, for the bullock | £c0 other In daring feats of
WRHEOR  Journey  to nonhun|h°”"'m°1m}“° an the stzep, rocky
maxkes. wax o0y Knd AIMUOUL m:lo':::;‘:hﬁe:.amp fires at night, as
The stations and  settlements | 8 4
| were given . plcturesque aboriginal they ate their dmnlpe.r and drank
’“mu_xmxn. s place of sharp| e BirOnE by with, o da;n 0
stone for knives; Jindabyne, Bl fher (02 sr:;r!t “,':hm° t!hind
valley: Adamlnaby, resting piace,| o iy retold ‘3 L h! oy ﬁu‘.“
Yarrangobilly, Aowing  stresm: | Loic (0 S0 ohiotr. ived
Cootapatambs, where (it . : i
drinks, and many more &s eolor- .. g n
Tol. Monato. or MARSrOo, WAs the write The Man From Snowy River,
aboriginal name for the district! ‘Othnr writers were insplred by
ttsel | the pleturesque life of the Monaro
Sy 1840 thore ware  with m!-mn—un:ahi\-_mnu Pranklin, born
ml" R R mil. in | ness Tumut, who in several novels,
o B iver u}"_”“*“i'hnth under her own name and
stations and a population 08| ynder the name of “Brent o
some 600, with a proportion of si% | gin" describes the life of the land-
men to gach woman. The munnsi holders of the distfict. Tn one, “All
earried about 70.000 sheep, 28.000| That Swagger,” her Danny Delacy
eattle and 700 horses 5 tlose tn name at least to the
And it was for horses and horse- | Delany of Adaminaby whose feats

fanning out across th
Evans built acro

the eagle| g Snepired Banjo  Paterson (o)

t Binf

to the mind is of a
wife, mbving across
dry, dusty
gs the Blue

andrkiz-aboriginal guides. moved in
the summer sun and not always

rl!th reveronce In 1he distrigt.

f id was discoversd at Kiandra
nd the Orackenback in the 1830's
nd 60's and the rush brough
many new seitlers to the distrigt
who were quikk to take up land
when the John Robertson Free
Selection Act was passed in 1861
The squatters, Nrmly entrenched
on large areas of lpasehold land,
hempered the new settlers by every
f{means possi
prospered &

of the disteiot,
The hidden vallsys of
attracted,
nnd an 1633 a nomber of |
stations were lgnted by a gang of |
armed bushrangers Throughout|
the 30°a and 40 the station|
holders had gt contend with oc-|
castonal armed attacks
eaped convicts

The 1850'= saw a lull in bush-|
ranging incidents but with the|
finding of gold at Kiandra tha
“gentlemen of

the Monarp

from e

the road" returned|
to the Monartito harass the men|
3

making for and returning from the
gold felds,

and 1867, murdered ten policemen
and nine civilians before the r:.-o
leaders, John and Thomas Clarke.
as 3 horseman are still spoken of .0 captured and later executed
| at Darlinghurat.

t | PaCoriE to
|K'1=m
| enrried  almost 63.000 ounces of
gold from the Snowy flalds—aimost

tlon,

‘yut many selectors |gold cub ou
developed agricul- | the littla boom town W
tural farms$q add to the resources as al

|iwiess characters| way thiough the
a matter of wonder

uat-
T he

eers: €8

By
Dennis Dugan

The Ciarke gang, between 1865

The mners formed Lhelr own
convoy the golg from
des and in the first year of

the town's existence the ®scoris

£250,000 worth at the then valua-

But the boom was not to last, The
+ rapldly and in 1881
as described
most deserted; “hall the storées
and where 1t was
bow ohe's continue until men saw the pos-|contributes a chapter on the aho-
it :.‘5!;10\! |sﬂ!b1:|un of diverting a%uut;;easmrly rigines of the disrict but the rest
ta see half-a- | Aowing waters throug £ TAnge |
dozen diggers. There ate not more|tn pravide power and ircigation lur'.:.ih"ha frst m}l!nn is un::lmmlted.
than 250 dlggers at the mitside, on| the drier plains to the west | The mun mostly responaible for 1t
the whole Eiandra diggings" “Snowy Saga™ i1 In Lwo parts— | however, is Cr. Leo Barry, present
President af the Snowy River Shire,

%, Sy
are closed, il
formerly difcult to ol
growd,

But other mineral wenlth  was) the first a record of the early daya
found & few yenrs later at varous|of the district, the s¢cond, con- | a descendant of Monaro planesrs
| points In the district and eopper tributed by the Snowy Mountains | whose viston and sctlon did much

a description of the | to persuade the authorities of the
scheme which has | value of the Snowy River schoma,
dental, The wealth of the Monaro| prought so many men of so many | “Snowy Saga” which Is profuses
was pastoral and it was in that nationalities to the area in recent|ly [lustraled, Is obtainable only
direction that development was bo | V¥ars. | from the Snowy River Shire Coun=
| ‘Gearge Peterten. for many years cil or the Snowy Mountains Autho-
manager of the Kosciuske Hotel, |rity, The price is Dot given.

was mined pt Kyloe {or some years. | Authority,
The mmning, however, was [ngi :h""‘-'”"-‘-ff'ml'

NEW NOVELS — —By Alon Nicholls

Melbourne Ten
Years Hemce

This week brings two novels with Melbourne
settings, but neither deals with the city we know.

Nevi| Shute gives us a picture of Melbourne 10
years hence, while Martin Boyd's picture dates
batk to 44 years ago. But both novels show a
feeling for the city, a love of it, that Melbourne
folk will find flattering.
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[“onJrm mmacar, i tnes Sken | Nona of the yepie‘fn the bk
EVIL SHUTE IS Alne ety o i
3 7 peir to have Fgiven a passing
tricky author to  pin | hapane o any such plan,
down, because he can be | g, P
o aesy upaual Buuks] ut In spite of these faulls this
like “The Bied Piper” put him |1 3 vivid book, & warmly human
fa the “"g‘ rank, §“§‘ whticﬂ book. sustalned by Nevil Shute's
emmence he proceeded to fall remarkable gift for simple, et
flat on ols Iace in some Jater |narrative, s i s
novels: | Itis also a solemn warning sboub
In spite of gome faults, “On The | the pousible resulis of puclesr war-
Beaoh” goes a long way toward re- | fare—a  warninge which no-one
establishing his reputation, living ecan afford to*forget.
1t ks another attempt at prophecy, *
an art in which he nreaved so adeot |




