
In The Steps Of The Monaro '~ablelan'd Pionters · 
.~~~/~11 Settlement Of The Snowy River 

By H 
OW DIFFERENT IS TKE 
picture oc I.he pioneers ur The picture of the Austrolion pioneer which comes most readily to the mind is of a 
the Mobaro - tbe Alpine d h tableland which contains gaunt, bear ed man, per ops with on equally gaunt and weary wife, ~ving across Dennis Dugan ~sc~i:,~"~~~~1~~1~~s:1'~cll: the rolling plains of central New South Wales, fanning out across th(" dry, dusty 

watered always and snow- savannah from the westward end of the rood which E\lons built ocro1s the Blue 
~!~~ed tor a good part or the Mountains. He, his woggon, his cattle, his dogs and,..\:Yri.o_b911"oj~.lr- gufd~~s moved in ,. --- ~-IV' • '' • m•ldng for ond ttturnlng from tho 

with hl• h•rds 01 s1ow1y-mov1nr a cloud of dust and flies across a land burnt by the summer sun and not always cold neld•. stock he pushed 80Ut.h It-om Lake The Clarke ,,n;, bf':w.,.n 1885 
Ocorce to the snowy River country, revived by Winter ro ins. and 186¥. murdered t~n poltcem•n 
Alon~ the aorce-Uke valleys and up and nine ct\llWU bt!ore lne 1wo ~ •t••P &opes to t.hc tableland I tead•ro John and Thomts Cl•rke. 
ab<we. irtc Authority. the d>te or the ftn« I Tiiey .,.,. hardy m•n and mrn that the district ""'" best 1.$ a horgem~n are >till spoken or v.ere ~'..ptured and Inter ex<-<:u!.f'd 
Wh~t •·ould he think rould M ~u'!rauon or ti;e ':'onaro ls put .. omen, their 01"51 hnm.,, •tone ana kno.-n throURhOUI the M!ttll!d pan !"Ith, r<•ercnr;, ID lho dl.St.r:ct. 

1 
at oorhn;h•tn~ • 

.,... !.ho labl•land tod•Y "1th llA tn t.h• early 1820• ... hen surveyonllllab hul.6 made rrom material th•Y of ttt• coun1ry, At the annual Ch>!d ... ._. disoovered at K1andra Th e:"! Iorm•d their o1'-n n~to.vork ol n>:\d• clln~lnR pro· and "!plortl'I told s1.0ri,,. ol ponte won from th•lr own hold1na•: •Mir ~:at•l1na• lh• •:x~mrn lrom pn'1 th'; Or•rKenback In the 181-0"• •scor~ i;;;n ~om·oy th• 'ol;l lrom 
tariOU!lf r.o !.ho preclpltoua sides or sh•ph rd.• and st.olen ftoc<-• which f food and hou..'<hold neces.•ltle. Uk< 'arlou• atauons Jo.ned !onces to and 60 • and ~ ru.sh brou~~t Ktandra and In the ftrst )CU ol 
th• mountain>. th• great dams or r<>&~ the dL<tric1 Ix-fore the ad· candles and SO>p larsely produced j 11ath-. th<' -.ud rattle from the un- manY new rt Uen to the dt.&tn,t tho town"a cx!Jl•nce th• ... or•a ~ 
the Snowy och•me :aklng shape and vance of the est~bllshed su.tloM. bJ th•tn.selves \\llb fat$ lrom the fenred run.<. •Dd Lhey Vied w!Lh "'M .. ere C\Ulck to t&ke up land corrl•d almost 68 000 ountf'• of 
th• mile$ of dtv•rs1oa tunnels a.nd In 1822, B<>rTY. John•tono and animals r.h•Y brtd, for lh• bullock each othor tn dartnr !ealS .or •b•n the John RobertlOn f'r~ Rold from •.he Sno"Y netds-a:m.,.t 
..-aterways changing lhe shape of Humo tl"ied to reach the Monaro vrnggon Jollnloy to north•rn hon<eman•hlp on the ateop, rocKJ S<olerllnn Act "'as pnM<d In 1861 £21'tl 000 \\Orth at t.he then valuA· 
Ul• vatt•~ and tho !low of ~ from th• cout but 11•r• un•m· markt1.s ..,., lonr and arduous. moun1atn'1de•. The oquat~rs. !lrmlv entrcnche<I 1 

• ~- pre.<oed with th• country throu&h Round 1he comp nres •t Dlllht as n larae areM o! l•L'S•hold land, t 
011 

nvers he tnew so well? which they pawd The lollowt.ng Th• atat.lom and utUem.n•.a tbey at<> their dounper and dff.nt hampered the n•w ~:Uers by e1·er1 But the boOm .,.., not to l .. t. The 
Whal would ht t.h•nk ol Ute sJAnt year ourrte and Ovrns aot u lar were aiven plctureoque aboriginal their alrong te•, .. Ith 9 d••·n to lmeam l'Of.'lble but monv Mlr<IA>rs gold cu• out ,-.pld\) and In 1861 , ~ 

earth-moving machines. th• low· 
15 

Blllillnlll"• l!Jll. about a doun name:o-Klaodl"!\, the pl&c• ol aharp J dwl< day 111 th• pddle behind pro.•pored •1)<1 devrlop<'d airlcul- 1 th• llttle b();)m t.o>."JI o.a1 descr.bcd , ~. 
l""dN"ll. lh• creat ~ran.,. and r.ruclts miles norttl of the pr ... nt Slt<e ofJ"ooe. for knl•••: J.ndabyne. ~ t.hem. th• storlt$ of the mu•tr,-ins tural rarm11 to add to t.M roJOur~ as almost dcse:ted; 

00

hlll! t.b• .itor"• t.. • IL.. ~•· 
"hlch make chlld • pla1 of moVlng eoonia. and In l8"l• th• b<lta.nl<l ~Uey. Ad•mlnaby, fl'Stlntr place: ,. • ..,. roiold, and P"rhap• a lltl!e or the dl•LrlCt;. .,.,. closed. •nd where It "".' 
thrtlusb the ruqed terr•ln thnMCh Ounntnsh•m ,.bo m•d• sever•I 'l arront1obllly. now1na ot.roam. •mb<'lllshed. •tol1e:i ll"h!'h u-.d TM hidden Yahrys of the Monaro Iormcrly dlnlcult to elb<lw on•• continue until men .aw the po.•· 1 oontrtbu"'5 a chapt.r on the ahO­
•hk'h he tolll'd, th_• ~cratora l mlnor rxcu.,.lon1 in•t1 th• Monaro. ICootap:<tamba. "here the eagle and iru.plrtd Banjo l'••<"raon to attnc•«I J!IJ!~h .. 10$$ chara<:tera "'"Y throu~h lllP crowd. It Is no" l•lblll"I"" ol dtverun~ M>U•h·ea•~rJy riglnn or the dL•trlct bnt tho rut 
•h•ch ... m provide po"er !or a l•rs• spoke of lh• llttle·kno .. n actlviuoa drinks and many more u color· ,. 11"' !"he Man From snowy Rover. and •• w-.7c'd 1833 a nnmbcr o! a ma11rr or v.·onder ta aee halt·» Q

0 wmg •·a1eu throuah the rang• of the nnt ...,tton Is uoattrJbutfd. 
part of t.h• sout.b-ea.<t comer or the or .e•U.,.s •·ho he said nad lbttn Cul Monaro, or Manerno. ••• tM j Otli•r ulte!"> •ere ln•Plte<I by •tatlons .. .,. lqotod by a aan11 or dm,rn d ~~t·r< Ther< *"' oat mo10 to pro\"ldt p<>•"tr ond irr gatl.>n !or "rh • 
conttntnt? tn th~ area. for the P.t..\t three abO[J&mal name tor t.bf' dl6t.rh:i. II th~ plcturt".:.QUP ur" or tht Mon.uo arme-11 bu."'hrnn1f'rs.. ThrouatNut lhan 25D d~gi;::P..r-8 at th"' {'llUt...'!dt'. on en~ dr1~r plRtn.s to th.- v.rst I ~ m.n ino'IU)' r~pon'!.lb~ for it. 

Whal .-ould he Lhlnk could he nars. ll
0

••,.! t.oo-no:«blv ~Ill"-' l'rantlln. barn the "30"1 an~ 0o!Q"1 the 1tat1on !ho .-hole Ktandrs d ~l{lM~<. "'Snowy :';•;a•• ls In t•o paTI"- ho .. ,. ... L& Cr. Leo B•rn'. P~>•M 
1t1nd on Rtd Hill and look down Som• mcmb•ro ol the Pendtr· BY 111-40 th•re ..-ere v.olhtn the , nr& ' Tuniut. •ho In se\erol novei.. l1oldero had,to cont.trul ·•l'h oc· S1H othrr nllntral v.calth "" the ftr.t a te<"Ord ol lh• •"'"' d•v. l'rl'Sldrnt of the Snowy River Sh1.-, 
an 1h• la•t·¥row1ng city "bl<h to· a•>' romlty. 

01111 
a w•ll·known pr.,.•nt Sno .. -y R.ver sn1re ab.iu• I bolh und•r hor 0,.-n name •nd c"lon•l arm\'11 at:arks rrom l'S· foun.1 a r.w Y'""" l>ter •t nr.ou< or t~• dlltrlct. the ..,coed. con· 1 • dt.str.ndant ot M.onaro p•onH.~ 

daY hfl!rly ronl.ro!J t.h• life OI n~ n•me In the Monaro rlaJm that 60 •14tlon.• and a Popula•Jon O! under tho name or ··Brent o! !lto cape~ con\•lcl.\. point• tn tho thstn<t &lid carper lrtbu'rd bv th• Sno··'Y \lnuntaliu who.•t vision and a'1lon did mw!t 
d•>C<'ndanl$? Thomu Pendtf8>.\l ~-.. In tht some 600. Y.llh a PtoP"rUon ol sl• Bin." de.Cl11x>• Ill• Ille or the land· The l8S0"1 •&W a lull In bush· •·•s min•d o• Kyloe lM aomt 1"" \uthority. A desrrlpt1on o/ the to !M'r<tade the •utllort!IC.• of tho Pi!r~aps to Lh~ la.~t qu«-"t:on wme snowy RJVM country 'IA'Jlh 

4
00 bead men to each 'NOman The st.anons. bntdrra or th.e dlJlt.t1ct. tn one ... :t.11 ransmg tm·*d<'n'.a but w.th th~ \ -ni~ mtnlni;, hmH\'rr. •'8!\ 111c'. hydrQ-o.tlr:.tr1r sthemt v:hlrh h"~ valu~ at the Sno';\y Rntr 3Chl'm~. 

"'"' o! answer can be hn.arded for ol cattle as early a.a u21 carriod about 1n.ooo sheep. 28.000 That s•n3grr.• hPr Danny DtJAry nndin• of ro!d at Kt•ndra the d<ntol The H•l'h or the ~lonaro oro~ght •o m•nv men of sn mom ··snn .. ·v S•ca ." whl•h. l' proru ... 
hr .,.._. no Jovor or go•ernment. the But It was not until 10 years cattle and 700 hoTUA. b cl<l'.e In name at lea.st to th• "ienttrmf'l1 ot the road"' rotum•d u·•• pastnrol ond It ••U In Uta• n•t ronalltlt< to !he ntPa In rKCnt lY llhatratrd, L' obt."oable only 
nr.t man In th• Monaro. later that the movement to the • Md It was !or hor•l'S and ho....,. 1 Delany of Adamtnal>Y whose reat.s tD the Monar.> to h•"'-"' the men direct•on th.'1 dovelc,pment wu '" l""!MS. 1 !ram tllo Sn••7 River Shut COun• 

Who w•s th• ftnt IS not ctrtalll Monaro be(an In rorce. In the i Oe.11yp l'e!•NM. tor m•nv 1urs I cl1 or the Snowy Mountains l\Ut.ho-
r,,... && happened ao froqurntly In yeara betwe..n 

1831 
and 

1836 
a.Imo~! m•na~er at tM Ko«111>to Hntel. my. The pm• L& not 11vrn. 

ear!y Au.trallan history, he "u all the areai stations o! the table· 
movtnr m <k!lance of the Govern· I.and were occupied and stoclr.ed by 
llll'nt. Land poUcy was uncertain ploneen ••hose descendant.s, In 
and t.be dartna and adventurous many cues, still hold land on the 
•Plrlt who 1<111,ht to <'•tabl,•h him- tabl•lands today. 
&l!lf tx-yond the ~rtmeicr of tnown And such wu tho land llunaer 
MlU•ment did not advert!"" his tn- j that the movcmeot to the south 
&.en'lons.. 1 contlnued. and tt. .... , from tbe 

fin "5no1' y SAR•." publl'-hed by I Monaro that o\pJ>'land ..... tint 
0.'V•ld L. Zl.,:ler !or th• Co11ncil explored and nlUtled bv Mc.Millan 
111 the Shiro of SMW)"' R"er and I and that l!Cttltmtnt ol lhe Om•o 
t.he snowy Mountains H;-dro·Elec- dl•tl"lct waa pioneered. 

l 

\EJf' 'VOJ'ELS- -By Alon Nicholls 

Itlell1onrne Ten. 
Y ea1·s Renee 

This week brings two novels with Melbourne 
settings, but neither deols with the city we know. 
Nevil Shute gives us o picture of Melbourne 10 
yeors hence, while Mortin Boyd's picture dofes 
bo :k to 44 yeors ogo. But both novels show o 

l 
feeling for the city, o love of it, thot Melbourne 

fol~ will find flattering. 

"O"n,.~!~~,!~·~c~~·do~•' ~~!', ~ s:~u~~· I None of the peop1e Jn the book. 
EVIL SHUTE IS nnt e<en t.ht' a11thor blmM'l!, ap-

N A r.r to have gJven & Pll6&lllS 
tricky author to pin I t1louq1'i to all)' auch plan 
down. because he can be • so very unequal. Book~ llut ID •Pit<! of these faults lllla 

llke "'The Pied Piper·· pu~ him u 1 vn1d book, a nrmlf huimn 
la the front rank. Crom which book. 111Stallled b)' Nefll Shu~·· 

1 emh;ence he proceeded to !all rtmarkable JI!~ for atmple crtap 
nat on :>l' face In some later narraUve. ' 
novels. Jt Is ~!Jlo a l'Olernn wamln~ abo"' 

tn spi~ of &am~ t•ult~. ··on The tht!' possi_b1f' N'...s:ultA ot nudear war· 
Beac.h" goe. a Iona way toward re· fatt-<l warning• wltkll no-one 
t>tab!c,hlni hlo reputation. Uvln1 can atrord to toraet. 

.}·.~ ~~o!';,~~.,"\~~m!.;,:~P~P!:i";!; * 


