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- a n al terna t c view b y t·loun tain 'Cat t leman, 

Grae::1e Stoney. 

MANSFIELD, 3722. 

National Parl.:s are necessary and desiraU.l.e in Victoria' a 
Alpine roL'ions. 

'l'o ci.~allenee the crea t ion of raore..,. a ppears c urlish, 
s~H1rt sitihted and akin t o cri ticisiug a ppl e pie or ::1 ot a1~rhood. 

However, I believe that t h e creation of a very large 
J{a t ional Park , or l'ar~,. s in the Alps is undesirable and a move 
that future ~enerations of' Victorians will re<:,-re t . 

As t hese larg e Par:t:s become more recrimen ted and 01~ganised 
over the years people's f'reedoru and initiative 1:ldle using ·ttie 
Parks uill be sapped and replaced tiy what virtually becomes·. ·· 
bureaucratic control of their visit. ~ 

It is a nasty f'act of life that reg i111entation and conf'o~ity 
to rules i~ necessary in day to day lif'e in the oominuni ty. 'Dtle · · . . 
only place lef·t Hhere people can fall back on t heir own resource• 
and judGement ia Victoria's Public Land, especially the une~oum- . 
b ·-:i red High Country as it is at present. t 

My fear is that if' most of' the b e st and useful mountain: ' 
country is 1 tak en for the Park, where can people go to ex~r~ee 
this ba•ic 1 t'reedom and :f:.ni tiative? ~· 

It was t h is spiri t of' adventure and ini tia ti ve that buil't · ' · : 
Australia in the early days and there is no doubt that people 
strive to recapture and relive that f'eeline, ~euerations later~ 
This a).so accounts for t he extrordinary acceptance of' t'i lu.•s ' such 
as · .. "The Ma.i;i From Snowy rti ver" by the Public. 

It wasn't ·. the story that did it, as much as t h e scenery.~ th' 
concept a n d the Nationalism of' the closing scene s. 

' / 
The sad fact is that Natiional Par1; s by their ad.,;inistra·~ions 1 

philosophies and re~rulations destroy people's independence! . 
and initiative. 

.• 

.. . 

: ,, 

... r 
• I . . •,, ~. 
.~ 

t .tJ 

I 

' ' ,. 
' ' . , . 

. . ~ ' ·., 

TJ;le CUfrent popular slogan 11 l'ar1·: 8 aren It f'or people" is ;·· .·.:j 

unfort~a t•lY trqe. · . ~ t , 

~-: :. . ,-;;· can :readily understand why city based. people quickly ·:i.;., Jf· .;;~·-:°~· ;..~': .. ;: .i~:;~j· 
t~f··-:.;. •oO•.P~'.!. ~b• f .c.onc,pi ·ot: Natio~l Park•• I do not bel~eve t~;.y:.;[:~.~\ 0~)~:i;~}·:~;t1~J1i · 
f.i.~ "'· . · u~d•r1t4LndJ'th• long terrp impl.ica tions of transferring eno~a ·· !;~;t:·t,}(. L";.:.. ... 

~~· . ~ractr .·4f .Alpine land into the Nat~onal Parks n e twork. .~, : : :.· ;,. / ::i Jf!f 
i:~ • • I~ will create a monster which our cbildr•n will be i: . ·,. · ···. 1/~'; ~ri* 

. . : 

unable .to i;:ontrol or alter. :'. · ' . ._ .. · .:·•! 
• I ' . · ... . • 

The drain on the Public Purse will eventually be astron~m- ; . 't~~·. 
ioal becau,.e of the particular costly mana~ement needed in ;'· · ~~ 
Alpine areas including fuel reduction bur ning and road main• ' 
tenance. This will not be off'set to any extent as it is now .by ,,·.·:· 
income from Timbe r and Grazing e to. so the w~ .ole Par~~ sys tel!!' · · ~ 
wi11 ~·. a pontinual drain on Public money. · ~ : ~7~· · 

Cc)liple11 ~d th this, will be the g·rowti1 of the unproductive · •' '.'. }'~. 
bureaucracr to administer the area. ··.· , :··( 
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SOLUTION 

I believe that we should have some Alpine National Parke and 
that they should be special - If the whole Alpine area becomes 
a National Park, it ceases to be special. 

I believe that Multi use buffer zones should be created 
around the declared National Parke to protect and enhance the 
Parks. 

These Buffer 7.ones should be managed as Multiple use 
zones where P4'0ple should have as much freedom as is possible 
within the confines of protecting the environment. Tbe buffer 
should be used for timber, grazin~ and other commercial uses 
(under strict Governmen,t controls) for the communi t .Y' • good. 

An example of an ideal National Park Buffer Zone is the 
Howqua river, Bluff and King Billy area east of Mansfield. 

This spot is at present enjoyed by thousands of people 
•doing their own thing", as well as being a valuable timber and 
grazing area • 

If it was utilized under a buffer ~one concept instead of 
becoming a National Park, as foreshadowed, it would p~otect and 
enhance the ajoining Vonnangatta - Moroka National Park as it does 
now. This park is one of great beauty $nd at present is a very 
special place. 

I agree that logging is aesthetically displeasing, but with a 
little thought and planning it could be done a lot better. 

There is no doubt that grazing under strict controls is 
beneficial and does no hann to the Alpine meadows. 

Commercial use of the alps is a renewable resource that should 
be uti,.ised for the Cotm!"Unity's good, under strict controls. 

\ 

We haven't many renewable resources in Australia and are 
losing some we have. 

One valuable resource we may lose is people's spirit of 
adventure, initiative .and enterprise. 


