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l'T IS ANOnlER WORLO UP THERE IN THE HIGH COUNTRY. YOU CAN 
RIOE THE RANGE AND GAZE AT LENGTH OVER TtlE RUGGED BLUFFS, 

VAL.LEV'S AND GORGES OF VICTORIA'S ROOFTOP 

You could 
be in it 
when they 
-hit the 
high trail 

• Tum to page 28 
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"KIDS and adullll atlu eo­
btte 1'1lW, nol ttally ltnowi~ 
"'bat co er11tct," uld J ade 
Lovld<. 

"A few an l'rf1ht«-ocd at lltsL 
Frfcli&.ennl or the IH>rses. the 
sbie of lh<" rountry .. rvrn us, l 
cu.-.. 

"But neeyon«- l•ams qulck1.7. 
'l'b('y .,.. .. with tbCIT horst11 
and bc'(lo tn c•t lnvolvtd wllh 

a::1r'"r::.• .~~nc~f ~· n~.~~~.~':'. 
'Mi.-)' oontln11a1fy .,,k que~llon:1 
about rldlnr, busbuart and 
what makf'J u• tick. 

"8)' lh' lhlrd day you 
wOUlcln't belltve th•Y had n••-er 
ll!ltll Uoh n>unlry or rldd~ a 
bo"5(' i..ro,... th<' trip". 

Thls-.n&zy. Two words Iba&. 
In this cato>, mtJU\ a IOL Thb Is 
lbt- ld.Dd or rount.,. lha t maJta> 
blobs like Stan !lfd(ay tell bb 
,.ik I.bat "~n h• dies tl>C 
Lovldt boY1 bavf' ln~lnlctlono 
co throw hll uh,.. from Lhl' lop 
al Mt ffowlll. 

~1r a bloke tvrr ''"' the 
chan« lo start a1afn, lhtt'I' 
COUidn't be a b<-U.r.r •1>0t." Sllln 
SIQ'll in ltls hu<hman'• way. 

Stun workll with the Lovlnk 
famUy ot MetTIJlf arlln.c ru. 11 
guide on lh• lra I ~ararls thr 
Camlly runs up lo th• hi•h 
plaU-.w count.-,. or \llrtona's 
G"'8t Divide. 

UA! put& In ., roanv hour; L• 
ht...,, taltlnc 11ln<-l<>-Ovttt.. at· 

counlanls, !abort'"' dO<"lo 
..i-1 kids. cnndparc:nla 
dads and U..,lr IOIU into lh• 
crand mountain bus&. chey 
--14 ""vcr'bonnally M't'. 

The: Llni«ll mount.tln·mta ba•·· i.e..n • part or th• hllh 
C!C)UJl(ry blator1 olnrt IH5, 
when oJd Biii Lovlrk wrnt to 
the Rowqua Rivrr dlulnp and 
established l ht 01'111 hol~I In lht 
"""'-

lllaltr mov.-d to MtrrlJlr aiul 
w:d in Lht romlh unlll !)S6. It 
sit~ In the low fillls btlo,. Mt 
Buller. 

But lbt pub ur .. w .. an ano 
ma11. Th1' bu.ti bcckonrd lh~n•. 
it callfd out to th' mw who 
~il~t. 
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JACK Lovick aftef' a day 1n the saddle. TWO young grt1s under a bush shoWer. 

hind her as Jocelyn Lovicll cooks pineapple fritters on an open lire east or Mt Howitt 

TIM' tarm and lite ori1lnal 
m' QC1 Mt Bullrr tbdore lbt' 
=came) were beln,t n~· 

It wu In '56 lhe Lovicks went 
idc 14 their mounta In.~. 
'Mtty Wt'ft forced olTthe Bui· 
r •run• In 195-8 and Into the 
di rounUy. It wa.. a p2ck· 
....., Job alonl' daneerous and 
ldom used caltlt tnclts up 
lO lhe Blu11 Rance and Kine 
II) rictie. 
.\ hard reunloo it was. Bui 
tt Uie past 15 yurs they ha~~ 
Ml<-iL~lble to rour-wbe«"I 
l~e and in the hater years in­
Mluced bundrtd~ of city· 
'"'" fttllng th«- urse to eel rid 
llwlr suit!> for a week or so 

and have a JOOd look at wbt"tt 
Uiey really bve. 

Jklt ~ kll. SS. and p2lro11 
Saint or lbe mounlaln'I. estab­
lished LovlcJt's 1'rall Safari~ 
flve yc:ars aco. 11 wiu. a Mback to 
natu.rt'~ exereise wltlcb Jack ha~ 
been able to keep euctly tbat 
"'~ It ls the ba'ih as tht bu!ib· 
manUveslL 

Jack and his Sj)ns - John. 27, 
and Olarlie, 24 - run the tours. 
They last from a lwo-da) 
weekend trip lo JO days cover· 
in< a hure 'liret.eh or mountain.' 
aero& U.C' Divide. 

Provb1ons. tents and per50nal 
gear ....., loaded aboard rour­
"'be<-1 drives and lllk<'n to eaeh 
niKhl'• ~1011-over. Tbrre is 11 

bush but Ill each site wbett 
some or tht cooldn1 tprq>.attd 
by &be wives or John and Cbu­
lle) ls done 

After a da1 In the saddle the 
t.ou.r, which could comprise as 
many as 25 in all aie s-roups. ar· 
rives al lhe camp-sit.:, which ls 
.ittady buslllng. 

Dunne "'" d•? lhcy han• 
aos:sed nvtl'S, 11ddl'n acro9 
danicrous ~pur.;, JumJ)t'd I~ 
and slttllm."- and o~rvtd bush 
Ufc nuu1y thought didn't edsl. 

'fbe riders can look forwanl 
14 a huie biuh mu! at the end 
of eaell da). S11eckled lTOUt 
awght U1at day In on,. or lM 
!rtttarru. and barbewed as an 
entree. 'l'llal's followed by 

ReJX)lter NICK 
MOONTSTEPHEN, 
amve, finds out 
anyooe can take 
pat in the safari 
as he puts his 
horse Denny over a 
fallm log on the 
trai I. Photographer 
LES O'ROURKE on 
Biley follows. 

STAN McKay watches two girls crossing a river. 

5lellks CO<lked on an open fire. 
PACb nicbl Is dift'erent. 

Summt.J' in the mountains is• 
pictorial dream; Wild Oov.'ttS In 
blues, mauve.; and pinks. the 
JhosUy, stunlMf, white-trunked 
snow gums. 

The enthusiasm In Jack 
Lovk:k la conUIKfoua. lfc his 
lhal honest ability Lo brln1 tbe 
lowisU back to natun'. lnvolv· 
inl' tllmt In the ch6ttS and per· 
solu.I respoosibiliUes or inc 
Md horses. 

Jack mt'8511~ the suc<""s ora 
lrip by Ute way ucb person 
caroes for thr firsl-<lll» •tock 
horses hi' has picked by hand 
and sot111d Into a ((Ip hunch. 

Thctt'5 bu~b crlclct'l, ltlld llll 

IOJ'U ut uuprovlkd fames 1or 
Uie yo~er ones. Bu It -ms 
to be lht at mosphett of the 
plaoe that btlnp all llKts to­
~lhu. 

"11tey get io love It like I do. 
'11Je nstncss. the peace. Tb!!tt'S 
an eerlene•~ which brted~ 
~It ls bani to uplaln,h 
be' wd. 

1.,tere Is a way YOU <'•JI U· 
ptrfence Utl~ llfl' on an !!l&'hl· 
dll)' uCarl run by Jack and bis 
JU.11'"· 

Ooe or IJ!elr trips is tbe n rst 
pri2e In our Urt. Be in ll t0m· 
P<'llllon, beln« run by thf' 
You~LSport and Reti~11Uon 
l>t:puuncnL ~tails on pact 14. 
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