CATTLEMEN SUPPORT MULTIPLI
USE OF ALPS &

A gathering of more than 1,000 people at Shannon Vale
last week-end, again demonstrated support for mountain

cattlemen.

The Mountain District Cattlemen's Assmauon s annual get-
together was held on the property of Mr and Mrs Brendan Fitz-
gerald, beneath the Bogong High Plains.

The ids will lose
their high plains lease,
adoption of Land

Conservation Council re-
commendations for ex-
clusion of grazing on the
plains.

Thelr predicament is
typical of mumerous pro.
ducers who depend on
the alpine grasslands for
summer grazing

Mountain Distriet Cat
tiemen’s Associntion pre
sident, Mr Jim Commins.
told the farge gathering
that membership of the
association was being
“chipped nway"” as many
cattlemen were finding it
difficult to carry on with

bush grazing
Development of new
management policies

had restricted some of
the runs, and he cited
roading development
creating prohlems in con
tainment of stock,
among the diMculties

Hosts for the gatherimg
were among those [acing
total exelusion

Mr Commins called for
more time to be provid
ed. before Implementa
tion of restrctive L.CC
recommendations

He was confident pres-
sure for mulliple-use
would widen

He said the minority
“conservation” Eroup
had been very vocal

The Minister for Plan
ning, Mr Lou Liebérman
WRS AmOong » Tumber of
Parlinmentarions, senior
departmental personnel
and leading figures in pr
mary production circles
to atiend the cattlemen’s
get-together

Director of the
National Parks Bervice
Mr Don Suaunders, and
Chalrman aof the Rural
Finance Commission, Mr
I Moarton. were there

AL leasl A% ONe Mmember
of the Government, Mr
Lieberman, indicated he
favored some concessions
being made 1o cattiemen
over of the
LC.C. recommendations

"I hope thal over the
next eight years, we can
sit down and have o
round table look at what
you are doing

“I'am very optimistic of
your future in that res
pect.” he said

Mr Lieberman regard.
ed “team-work” as the
operative term in resolv
ing areas of contention

He believed only good
could come from working
together.

Cattlemen considered
they could live and work
in the alpine areas. with-
out damaging the en-
vironment

He made It clear |h||l
there was also. a
siblity to contribute Io
lood production.

Mr Lieberman drew at-
tentlon to a projection
that Victoria would
make up 30 per cent of
total Australian food
production

If this were to be
achieved, careful con
sideration had to be
given as to how best the
state could marshal its
FESOUICES

The Minister referred
particularly to young
members of the sudience
He urged them all to be
come abassadors for the
mountain eattlemen

Omeo Shire president,
Cr W. Flannagan, said his
municipality was largely
dependent on the cattle
Industry.

A large proportion of
cattiemen relied on lease-

hold rins to retain
viability

Without them. they
would have to sell up

their properties, he said

He said a lot of leases
had been held for over
100 years

Cattlemen had huilt
huts which were avail
able to all who visited the
arens and their use was
welcomed

The huts were also an
important  refuge for
skiers, and, on many
ocassions. lives had been
saved bv them. he con-
tended

Pointing out that final
recommendations of the
LCC had not been
implemented. Cr Flan
nagan urged considern
tion of some of the con-
tentious aspects before
nny decisions are made

The shire president
commended the
M.D.CA. for caring for
the interests of cattle
men

He pointed out that these
people had become

experienced In manage-
ment of the high country
over a long period.

“There are too many
self-professed experta
who think they know
better™ he said

In recent years. the
high country had been
managed with the assis.
tance of advisary com-
mittees, on which cattle-
men worked with the Soil
Conservation Authority

Cr Flannagan said this
had worked well and he
advoeated u continua-
Hon of this practice inthe
future.

He urged cattiemen to
remaln “strong in spirit”
to fight the “conserva
tion lobby.”

Cr Flannagan said it
was stated at the Nation
al Agricultural Outlook
Conference that Vietoria
would become the “food-
bow! of a nation™

The shire president
drew atiention to indus
trial expansion in other
parts of the State

He stressed that high
colintry was the part of
Victoria where guality
cattle could be produced

MOUNTAIN BEEF
NEEDED

Prominent North-East
stock and station agent,
Mr Brian Unthank,
reiterated the call for
consideration of every
aspect in implementing
LCC recommenda
tons

Mr Unthank contendeds|

that Victoria will need high
plains cattle

He said Victorinns who
have been accustomed to
going to Northern New
South Wales and
southermn Queensiand to
purchase store cattle
were going to face pro
blems in supply of their
reguirements

Reason for this in the
short term was the
drought. but he belleved
stock pumbers would
also not be available in
the long term

While Melbourne had
been the traditional beef
export centre. fat cattle
were bringing much the
same price in Brisbane
where stock could be
purchased at an advan-

tage beecause of the ab-
sence of high freight
costa
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[ﬂim!nr for Planning, Mr
lLol.l Lieberman, pictured
with Mounialn District
Cattlemen’s Association
president, Mr Jim
Commine (right} and yice-
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{“Stoney




