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To understand wtiY farmers 
are so upset with governments 
it Is necessary to delve into the 
economic vital statistics of ru
ral Industry for a moment. 

The bottom line o( the whole 
debate ls simply this: since 
1980 farm costs have risen by 
36 per cent, prices tor rann 
produce by Just 10 per cent 
across the board. 

In other words, while every 
other Australian has el\loyed 
the benefits of wage indexa
tion, farmers have been gotnr 
backwards at a rate or 260 per 
cent in four years in Incomes 
living standards - and, above 
all, Mure capacity to invest in 

their farms. In the grains sec
tor for instance, prices are 
today Just 5 per cent higher 
than they were in 1980- costs 
up by seven times as much. 

Among the most outrageous 
increases in farm costs have 
been Government taxes and 
charges - federal, state and 
local - which have risen by 54 
per cent over four years, accor· 
ding to the BAE; more than 
double the national inflation 
rate. Fann machinery ls up 40 
per cent, electricity up 58 per 
cent, cars and contracts up 40 
per cent. 

Returns for most types of 
farm produce, especially sugar, 
barley, vegetables, grapes, 
sheep and lambs are all lower 
In real and nominal terms than 
four years ago when they were 
only average. 

Another thing which upsets 
farmers Is the PoPular image 
that the.Ir sector Is heavily sub
sidised. The latest annual re-

Port or the Industries Assist
ance Commission put that 
myth to rest: tottlrig up all 
forms of farm assistance it 
showed the average farm had 
aid totalling $4500 a year over 
th~ past five years. 

But the average farm also Is 
shelling out more than $12,500 
a year to help prop up Austra
lia's protected manufacturing 
Industries, says National Far
mers Federation economist 
David Michael 

If there's a handout war, far. 
mers are losing it three to one. 

The NFF has recently laun· 
ched a nationwide petition to 
all people involved in rural 
industry in Australia - and 
there are some 1.7 million 
whose livellhoods depend on It 
- beseeching governments at 
all levels to back otr with the.Ir 
cost and tax hikes. or watch 

large parts of agriculture go 
under. 

The root of the farm sector's 
frustration is that it believes 
itself to be sitting on an enor· 
~ous untapped Potential to 
improve living standards. It is 
qwte Possible, says the NFF, 
to more than double Austra· 
lian agricultural output by the 
year 2000, but oniy if some or 
the artlftclal cost burdens and 
restraints are removed. 

The concern of !arm leaders 
ls that if agriculture's abllity to 
compete Is destroyed, Austra
lia will be lett with a sickly 
cripple for governments to sup. 
Port at taxpayer expense, and 
food prices wW skyrocket as 
they have in other nations 
around the world with pro
tectionist farm Policies. 

Agriculture stlll earns 40 per 
cent of Australia's exPort In· 
come, substantially more than 
either mlnlng or manufactur· 
Ing. Several recent opinion 
Polls reveal that the great 
majority of Australiahs .think 
mining Is the nation's biggest 
exPort Industry. 

What concerns the farm lead· 
ers Is that this attitude 
appears to be wide-spread 
among the decision-makers ot 
the nation, resulting in 
agricultural Polley receiving 
an undeserved back-seat in the 
eyolutlon and planning of na
tional economic Policy. 

Summing up the new get. 
tough mood at a recent wheat 
crisis meeting was Rutherglen, 
Victoria, grape and graingrow. 
er Peter Chambers: "It Is time 
we stopped being ladies and 
gentlemen - and started being 
.what we are: men and women 
of the bush, fighting for our 
very survival- farmers, united 
and able to fight for the tuture 
of our children and of this 
nation.· 
- Sydlle7 Momll1r Herald 


