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Morgan nails· I Mr Morgan quoted the view ot 
the American · social theorist 
Robert Nisbet · tbat tbe over
whelming religious ·wave of the 

up his the·sis 
f against 
the 'gr~enie' 
religion 

By JOHN LAHEY 

-I I 

Mr H~gh l'fofg~~; = ··~xe~utlve 
director oJ We.ster·n ·Mining 
Corporation, .. last nightJinked 
Ned 1Kelly· and -mottern •envi· · 
roqnient~·~~'s ~~ •eneil)jes j of I 

societr. , a/ . ... d1~.,.~\"'.~' •• '.;! 
" It ,wpu_ld ~e Qo.,surpc:;i~~! tte ' 

said iP i•a , spe~h. at •1'J•PsJleld,. 1 • 

"to ·se-e. Ned·:"elly pU;_kecH\lp·:.by· 
the.-gr~nles, as 'Tbe Ag"-'..,:,apwt 
calls them, and : ~Clrp~n:~te.d' · 
Into tbeir pantbeo~ of\sai11ts,." . 

Part ,of "'r Morgan's. :tb.e~is 
w 4'5 .,tbaJi tile- •e.DV.}JlO.IUP.ent-..J 
moveJQent·tlll4·~~li~1n1ftrr 
ous .pew·r~IJ&lu-..~~-h!• .w.-y to 

. HP.res~(ng1~ '1e.quQt~·-frolQ. tbe 
01.d· .Testament and the· Ros:by 
Down$ blockade han~book; be· 

r~~-. . 't!~Gea. .. 
Mosley, ~n ;'J . · :_ 'f"·~" 
un~~rCU'JllY as mutle-te.rs, . 
hol'.'.Jf· .thieves .. and bull~ who 
'!itq~~latitb., fu~da'1el!t.n I ~le,.,.. 

.. nu~ots..o.f .o-,,,_..t,~~~· jgn.. ., 
Cootr~e~-..wm follC> these ' 

~ ~:r~ml~~\/a~'ur~i~ '-a· .. · uowecr" 'i 
. )fi~: ,.~fM~-· . "~.~~ . ··~~; l 

, . ·3-" t; .. .... :s. bie1 I 
, " G '.l!On1.1{ t·~ ~h:i1& . 

AtH.r'li~~,,, ·1: . -- '°1::H<.:- · ~ 
' . t llt.f ~- '"t .. ~ - "1" .. ,, ,. •"" IS~ ~!fl ; . tua ¥,• p-. et.a i ·.\ct-. • sates'. ·• . 
Mril\\~ .1•":-4tJte~~·(4 .. !~'°erg- I 
lng. as1.ao im"r.t•nb spoliesman'. 
for tbe section .of "tbe·· polltlcal 

, lUg~~ tJIAh W-!itts to return to 1 
the old val,-es of free enterprise 
and order ,,..,..l'IY..41.. a : ~~stia._ 
framework. ~ •, 

Tbat Mr M~rgan cli:os~ to 
make the speech fn 'Maoi1ielct Is 
significant, because it was trom 
here that the- four policemen 
-who encountered the Kellys at 
Strlngbark Creek rode :Out in 
1878. A ioonumeot lo the 15ceotre 
of tbe main s(i'eet commemo
rates the three who did.not come 
back. 
· Mr Morgan· was speaking at a 
function orianised by ·the 'Liber
al Party, and be eulogised the 
qualities · of Sergeant Michael 
Kennedy, one of the three men 
shot, over those ·represented by 

· lawlessness and Ned Kelly. 
Mr Morgan said the major ele

ment of the Kelly appeal In to
day's market place was the 
fdentfUcation that ·could be 
made between tbe Kellys and 
"Nature". 

late %0tb century was the envi
ronmental movement. "It is, he 
claims, the new religion, pas
sionately held, of the upper and 
prosperous middle classes." 

He then quoted from the hand· : 
book carried by the Ros:by '. 
Downs anti-uranium protesters: 
"If property destruction is going 
to take place it shall be carried 

. out in t~~ SJ!irit of creative affir
mation of l(fe and not 'one of 

- ,..\!81!4.!llJ~!P.·':.. . 
. .Mr;- r.tqrgan went ~n: "That Ian:- · 

f: · guage i f. · I suggest, language 
characteristic of the new Aus
tralian Prayer Book." 

Western Mining Corporation, 
he. sa14, was now a reluctant par
ticipant la an annual religious ' 
festival d11rJa g the Augu•t.Sep:-

. tember~s~~ol hoU~~s ·at ~oxby 
DOW.JlS.•· .. . ,. ... 

"It i~i•1;1rv.unw~l~Ql~:lask ~o 
. play. • !:iJr:ole :of ~~~r~Jn· that 
~ dra"*ifntJva.I; ~:-.r.esQJtlof our . 
ex~~iFp.c~Jp th@t- .~•Je we bave 

~.J>ec~mtf.vfry c~uJselous, . Just as 
tbe citizens of Mansfield became 
conscious IH years ago, of the 
great benefits of having. a well
equipp~4 · an4 · dlscJpliae .. group 
of policemen close at banet for 

· protection against those who 
.seek to traoform symbols into 
deeds." • 

. The. Roxby Downs confronta· 
tlon was just one part of an on
golnJ- dra~a~ ~r Morg~n said. 
The resolution of that drama· · 
would determine whether civlll-

.· sa~loo .,v,Qul4, ~ontloue to . grow 
•.• qd d~veiop .in this continent . 

The thr:eat to society posed by 
t.b,e Kelly Ga.ng had been an open 
and direct criminal challenge 
and society 'had met It without 
equivocation, but "the threat to 
clvlll5t1tfoo, , t«;t society, posed by 

· tbis new essentially religious 
i\ : ~ovemeot ••• called envlroo-

~eotalism Is far more subtle, ! 

f.i ,..,,and '1UCb. more d,aagerous. •• " ! .. ,. 
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