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ate, and 1 think it's incumbent on

doing," Mr Thwaites said.
But an incensed Mr Doyle
accused Mr Thwaites of being a

hypocrite.
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The ban, on environ-
mental considerations, affects
more than 40 operators, who
muster 8000 cattle in the national
park each summer. The Govern-
ment has provided $100,000 over
three years to individual licence
holders to shift their cattle back
into nearby state forests,

Some have taken up the tran-
sitional payments, but others are
vowing (o de(?v the n;w rules,
risking fines to $1000 per
head. The pmugdem of the
Mountain Cattlemen's Associ-
ation of Victoria,
said | protest cat and
heri rides would continue
until the leases were returned.,

“Mountain cattlemen are
self-reliant and ask to be left
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in doing so, the )
and culture will continue,” Mr
Treasure said.

Parks Victoria intercepted
some cattlemen two days nﬁ)
but they refused to leave the
pa.lk.

ets warned that they
we:ein ach of regulations, but

no fines have yet been issued.
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