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· A : f~w .dozen .rider~ o~ Victoria's High Country 
mad~ n'~tiollal "news this· month, but not b&ause of 

. their numbers. or. their. cause. National' news 

. editor~ ·:j~mped .at" the .chance to sho~v ·~ff real 

.. Austrhlianrdrovers~ complete .wi~h. stock. whips: 

.. amid th§ ·nafufaf grandeur of ·Victoria~§ 'Alpine· 

. National Pl!(k ... · : · 
-----..i.1£.-_;.;.i,,.;..,,.;,"'"°"'· ,... .. ... " .. 

.. 4 :·· ~ ..... • • 

.. Th~ riders made.n:ew~: als~ b~couse a ·larger issue 
:· W~~ ~ ~t~~~.th~Ii."tli~i,r 1fighl; tO .Iegam. gra~l&. 
'" licen.ces;:ii1 the .High CC?!Jn4)'. This i~: th~ riglit to 
~ engage-,~n protest, or .. w~at is· sometim~s: ~ailed· 
demonstrating, and : $ometimes ,urbai{ terrorisrn: 

. Ac_tiv~~-ts .. ;~~~cywlier~ .. l)~lie~e .. th~y · sfan<f :for: 
; individual ng~ts:~~ ciyifli~rties; ·:~. . ...... 

::~f~t~~~e~~::~.~~~ ·o~ ~~~~~ ~~P~~<l~:~ ~·~ ~~ 
: poinr of view:·:M:archers for .cau~es :we ~detest ire : 
'.?gi!ators: or· worse. ·: Motori~t~· haye .. unpr:int~ble . 
. nflDies for cycliSts ·wµo ~CJe: en.riias5e: onto "road!), 
:.causing traffic mayhem . . :., :· ... ·: l .. ':';: .. ; : ...... 

, ... ~ ·~ .. · .· d~"'.: .. · .;~:.t ·:·:.rt::·~·: ... :;:·:!? .. ;--...... ":: :: .. 
:.. •o( :: S ,!~··~ P•• A- ,..,._,. ,... •'• t• .'! ;~• . · •• 

· ?r~test... ~as ·pO\yeifl!l'· .~YffibC?lic>J forct; and · 
· e8~ci~y ..focgovemments whi~~· ~ear," massiv~ . 
"Ciisplays : __ by .. ·I~ge~: i;ioisy .. crowdi. : When 
Eµ,virpnm~nt. Miriister. John Thwaites. s~gg~sted 
that the higq tountry ~~tte" diive· might resu.lt i~ 
:heavy . fine~:· he ~ ali~~ himself wi¢t .. $e .forces . 

. behind:.the. witlidrawaJ ·Of grazing llc~rices · last . . .. . . ... . .. .. . ) .. :· ·~ .. . , year . .. · t1• .. . :; ~ ··: .... ,. .... • . .. •• ~!"t • - =~ : ,;. : : 

.. == •••• =:.!l \.:·;~:.:~? :!: .;'.~ 1 •. "'.if.: \: ::~t;.:. ,. m. : .. : .. ·: :-: 
Ti>:is was .. no surprise.'Epvuoiiment is his .p~rtfolio, : 

' and across~ ·Vietoria . there ~.s· ·a. larger. anti-grazing 
. lobby thhli. there are" ~upporters of the cattlemer_l's . 

trac:iitionffe; Green voti.rig power e'xplains the ban 
on graimg licences, but does not exp~ill .. what is · . ' '· . 
mean!)>Y .. •ctean~!'g . up;. the :1£J?h Cot,io!!l:.-Doe~ · 
Mr iThwaites want to m~e .ille AlpmeFark a·: 
~il~e~ess, pr a va~t ·m.arucure'<l gard~~1.;, 1. 1i ... • : 

)'. ? ,.. ) • : • .. :. ! .. •• f' ·~ ., . . 
Numbers do not decide. whether the. Govemme'nt . 

. is pg~t or. ·wrong. Bae~ si~e in the: dispute. has : 
arguments to support· its case; and $7 .5m. of 
projects does n~t mean the Government is on the 

. side ?f ~e·angels. 
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