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Plllil''ACE 

Someone once said that if there is one lesson man can draw from 

history it is that man learns nothing from history. In my experience 

this observation often relates to the commonly held belief that history 

has little to contribute to the day to day "nuts and bolts" functioning 

of society. The thinking goes if history cannot sup~ly the answers to 

practical problems then what ie it worth? Such is the view of the 

pragmatist. Consequently some people will regard this thesis as being 

interesting in a purely antiquarian sense. If, however, one has a 

somewhat broader perspective and can see beyond the immediate problems 

of each day to underlying trends and inherent philosophies, then one 

will appreciate what this thesis bas to offer. For, while it does not 

provide immediate solutions to existing land use conflicts associated 

with high country grazing, it does shed light on their origins and 

development, and hence their basic character . 
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GLOSSARY 

A.O. - Alpine Observer 

Capital extensive - relatively small amount of capital spread over 
a large area of land ·. 

C.L.C. - Crown Lands Commission 

Fats - cattle fattened and ready for slaughter 

F.C.V.- Forests Commission of Victoria 

G.G. - Gippsland Guardian 

G.M. - Gippsland Mercury 

L.A. - Land Act 

Lands Dept. - Department of Crown Lands & Survey 

M.C. - Mansfield Courier 

M.S. - Maffra Spectator 

New squatter - grazier who took up a large high country run as his 
main run during the gold era. Often involved in other activities 
besides grazing. 

Original squatters - the first squatters who stocked the high country 
prior to approximately 1865 

O.S. - Omeo Standard 

O.T. - Omeo Telegraph 

P.A. - Pastoral Allotment 

Pers. Com. - Personal Communication 

P.R.O. - Public Record Office 

Public land - Crown land, Reserved Forest 

Retd. Sold. - Returned Soldier 

S.A. - small allotment 

Selector - grazier who began on the land by selecting an agricultural 
or agricultural/grazing allotment and who subsequently acquired 
a high country run 

S.L.V. - State Library, Victoria 

Starvers - starving sheep 

Station owner - grazier who owned a low land cattle station which did 
not include high country, and who took up an alpine run 

Stores cattle or sheep sold for fattening 

V.P.Ds - Victorian Parliamentary Debates 

V.P.Ps - Victorian Parliamentary Papers 
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lNTltODlJCT l ON 

This thesis considers aspects of the historical and political 

geography of high country grazing in Victoria. The high country is 

located east of Melbourne and includes characteristically rounded 

mountains and elevated plateaux which experience a persistent coverage 

of winter snow. Climatic conditions are sufficiently volatile for snow 

falls to occur at any time of the year, but lasting snow only occurs 

between the months of }.fay and September. Climate bas a strong influence 

on plant life and two broad vegetation groups are evident: woodland 

dominated by snow gum (hucalyrtus naucifloraJ and grassland comprising 

grasses and shrubs, and occurring wherever climate is most severe, on 

the eXl'osed hi gh mountain tops and slopes, and in the valleys of the 

high plateaux where the drainage of cold air precludes tree growth. 

During the sUllllller months both vegetation groups off er green feed which 

has been exploited by cattle graziers for well over a century; in the 

winter, when the high country is lashed by storms and clothed with snow, 

stock are removed to lower and more sheltered pastures. 

Mountain grazing is carried on throughout the "·orld and displays 

1 differing characteristics in different regions of the globe. In the Old 

World it has been traditionally labour intensive, has often involved the 

cultivation of high slopes and has been oriented towards dairying or other 

secondary animal products besides meat. Often its history can be traced 

back li terolly hundreds of years, al though due to the extended time period 

specific information about the establishment. and early development has been 

lost. For example, in the western Carpathian mountains of Roumania it is 

believed that rastoralism began when stock owners adopted the mountains as 

2 a refuge from invasions during the Middle Ages. But the precise details 

of ,.,·ho, when and where are no longer known. 

1 
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In the more recently (Buropenn) settled countries such as 

Australia and New Zealand the accent of high country grazing has been 

on broad acre meat production. In Australia it began as an extension 

of pas toral occupation in the lowlands and regular high country grazing 

took place once the more accessible and nonnally more productive low 

country wus fully occupied. Fortunately, in Victoria at least, details 

of pastoral history have been retained through records of corresrondence 

and occurancies kept by Government bodies, primarily the Department of 

Crown 'Lands & Survey. These records have been kept because occupation 

of Jlublic lands was conducted under government supervision and because 

the high country has generally remained in the public domain. Government 

records have thus been particularly valuable in reconstructing the history 

of high country grazing. So also have contemporary news reports and local 

l.egend which have supplemented the former . Previous land use studies 

actually relating to the alpine region were not of great assistance as 

they have normally treated grazing history as a sideline issue; addition

ally, some have been politically QOtivated3 and few have been adequately 

researched. This thesis is therefore built largely upon the above-mentioned 

primary sources, excert for the preliminary section which deals generally 

with early pastoral settlement in eastern Victoria and which is drawn from 

secondary sources. Structural organization was basically a matter of 

experimentation with some insights being drawn from similar studies of 

other regions, such as the Monaro district of New South Vial es 4 and the 

Molesworth district of New Zealand. 5 The actual study area has been 

arbitrarily definerl by the 1200 metre contour line which roughly mnrks 

the lower limits of the snow country. However, this bench mark is 

flexible and boundaries have been varied according to local circumstnnccs 

so thnt some lower tablelands have been included, while higher but more 

rugged und infrequently grazed mountains have been omitted. This . approach 
I ' 

differs from those of other works which tend to treat the mountain tops as 
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a component of a much larger region of study. But the difference is 

valid because this study focuses specifically upon the differing land 

use and administrative ~roblems that derive from the characteristic 

environment of the high country. 

The stimulus for this thesis has been the well-known political 

conflict over future land use in Victoria's alpine region, particularly 

the claims and counter claims concerning the value, or otherwise, of 

h . h . 7 ig country grazing. In response, I have aimed to describe the 

evolution of mountain grazing and its changing relationship with the 

overseeing Government bureaucracy. My objectives are therefore to 

1) document the establishment and development of high 

country grazing from its beginnings in 1835 through to 

1935, including discussions of where, when and how grazing 

took place, who was involved and for what reasons; 

2) examine the administration of grazing occupation with a 

view to discovering the notives for legislative and 

administrative measures; 

3) discuss the interaction between land use and adminis-

tration, that is, how one influenced the other. 

To satisfy the above objectives, a chronological approach has 

been chosen whereby land use and administration are considered together. 

This serves to emphasise the connection between land user and landlord . 

and to highlight changes in this relationship over time. The time span 

of 100 years is appropriate because both full occupation of the high 

country and the evolution of methods and patterns of land use occurred 

within this period; also, during this time control of J'ublic land 

occupation, within various agreed parameters, clearly became the intent 

of Government administration rather than the actual management of these 

lands. •rownrds the end of the study period certain new trends in 

Government control began to arrear which now characterise the relationship 
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between landlord nnd tenant over much of the alpine region. Such trends 

are identified but a detailed examination of them is beyond the scope 

and intent of this thesis. 

Structurally the text is divided into six parts. The first sets 

the scene for an examination of grazing in the high country by describing 

features of pastoral settlement in the surrounding lowlands, subsequent 

explorations of the mountain region and pioneer stockings of the Alps. 

The second chapter then discusses the establishment of regular mountain 

grazing and the nature of government supervision. This latter factor is 

taken up in greater depth in the following section when changes in legis

lation nnd administration are reviewed and their influence upon the 

patteni and intensity of grazing occupation is assessed. Chapter four 

shows how the high country ha~ · been used by graziers and explores the 

influence of legislative provisions and administrative practices upon 

the mechanics of range management. Fifthly, the process of selection and 

alienation is discussed including the attitudes of the Administration 

towards alienation, and the relationship between land use and land status. 

Finally, threads from the preceding chapters are brought together in a 

swmnary nnd conclusion. 

The location of old government occupation files proved to be a 

major difficulty exverienced in researching this work, particularly for 

the years preceding 1908. These records were essential as they include 

details of tenancy such as names, dates and also correspondence; they 

are widely scn.ttered and appear incomplete. Moreover, there is no 

central register of what government documents actually exist and where 

they cnn be found. This complicated mntters, although fortunately my 

employment "'·i thin the Department of Crown Lands & Survey facilitated my 

search for vital sources of information. 
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Chapter 1 

EXJ'I..OllATlON .MID DISCOVERY 

Settlement of the Alpine Ferirhery 

~neo: The First Step 

The story of how cattle came to graze Victoria's snow country 

r t:·ully begins about 1835 when a number of pastoralists from the l.fonaro 

district of New South Wales made their way through the sub-alpine wood

lands in the headwaters of the Indi River and discovered the treeless 

Omeo Plains. Edmund Buckley is reputed to have been the first to 

accomplish this feat in 1834
1 and it is recorded that early the following 

year an exploring party of i4essrs. McKillop and Livingstone pursued a 

similar route while attempting to overland from Monaro to rort Phillip 

2 Bay. 

The Omeo Plains are not snow plains but are part . of an elevated 

basin some 600 metres above sea level and surrounded by high mountains; 

the treeless nature is due to soil and drainage characteristics.3 The 

plains are important in this study because of their strategic location 

within the mountain region, and in the rrocess of reaching them explorers 

discovered and stocked important tracts of snow country. In later years 

the build up of settlement at Omeo provided impetus for regular use of 

the surrounding high pastures. 

George McKillop failed to find a route to Port Phillip as his 

party wns blocked by thick scrub south of Omeo. 4 HoweYer, his venture ,gives 

a good example of how early exploration ar.d pastornl settlement were 

undertaken. Us ing outlying squatting stations for information and 

supplies, the expedition passed through Currawong Station, n cattle 

station set in rough hill country in the Monaro district, and were joined 

6 
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'5 by its owner, James McFarlane. McFarlane already knew pnrt of the 

route. He had established an outstation furth er west from Currawong 

6 
in sub-alpine woodlands now known as lfcFarlane's Flat, and was intent 

on further ,exploration. lie must have been impressed with the Omeo 

Plains which they subsequently discovered for he returned with cattle 

in the following ·erring of 1835 after the winter snows had melted from 

the Snowy-lndi divide. The name of the plains has been attributed to 

McFarlane's surprised exclamation on viewing them: Oh-me-oh! 

Graziers like Mcr'arlane were secreti ve about newly discovered 

7 pastures so reports of new discoveries were sometimes slow to spread: 

as they were spending time, effort and money searching for pastures the 

7 

pioneer graziers expected to be able to capitalise upon their initiatives; 

the fewer hassles with competitors the better. Unfortuna tely, however, 

the word about Omeo somehow did slip out and in 1837 McFarlane was 

joined by two other Monaro graziers, John Pendergast a nd John llyland, 

who also established stations on the plains. 8 Others followed and took 

up the remaining surrounding woodlands as far s outh a s Ensay on the 

Tambo River. But pastoral activity at Omeo remained on a small scale as 

the scope for expansion was limited, the plains being surrounded by 

rugged mountains and only accessible by the track from lfonaro. 

These ea rly explorations and occupations were part of a southerly 

extension of the Monaro pastoral district, but more than this, with the 

drawing of political boundaries they represent one of the earliest 

pastoral incursions into Victoria occurring at approximately the same 

time as the settlement of Portland and the occupntion of grazing land 

9 near Wodonga. lforeover, they rre-dated the great wave of pastoral 

expansion from Sydney and its outlying dis tricts, whi ch swept through 

north, central and west Victoria after 1837-38. 



T.JAf'IILAN MAcAI"ISTER, one 

of the very early run-owners. 

Pl.ATE Ill 

lACllLAN ~L\CALlSTER: EARLY SClUATT.8H WHO llACKED 
EXP.l:l>ITlO~S TO GIPrSLA\'D A.~D ACQUIIU!J> R~S 

ADJOINING THE MUlNTAl"JS (SLY) 
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Pastoral Settlement of North Girpsland 

Pastoral activity at Omco remained at a relative!~ low ebb until 

Gippsland was discovered and opened for stock; then Omeo became a 

stepping stone for graziers on a through route to this more extensive 

new country rather than a popular destination in itself. With pastures 

available further ·south the demand for grazing lands at Omeo was not 

sufficient to force pastoralists to URe the rough and inaccessible 

mountains for some time to come. Those in need of grass just moved on. 

Omeo was considerably less attractive than Gippsland for it was many 

difficult miles from both the Sydney market an~ a shipping port. In fact 

it was this need for an outlet for stock which motivated the search fora 

road link between Omeo and Bass Strait. 

Two squatters behind the effort to discover a route to the coast 

were Lachlan Macalister and James McFarlane, both of whom had stations 

at Omeo and in other districts. 10 Their objective was to establish. a 

chain of stations from Monaro to Port Albert from where cattle could be 

shipped to Tasmania and New Zealand and through ~~ich supplies could be 

obtained. 11 They were friends, not partners, but their collective 

interests were nevertheless represented by one person, named Angus 

lfcMi llan, who eventually reached Port Albert from Eh say in 1841. Port 

Albert then became the early transport head for Girrsland stock. 12 

McMillan had previously dis~overed the Gippsland plains in 1839, but 
.. ~ 

unfortunately for ~lacalister and McFnrlane the screen of secrecy surround-

ing hie expeditions did not hold long enough for them to secure the 

choicest Gippsland pastures alone. Public interest was aroused by 

'Count'Strzelecki's well r.ublicised journey through Gippsland to 

Melbourne in 1840
13 

and also by the wreck of the "Clonunel" at Corner 

Inlet in 1841. 14 

Sensing a need for expediency, and acting upon information 
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i",; received from .McMillan, James McPnrlnne sent his nephew Malcolm by ship 

to Port Albert to further investigate the discoveries. The party of 

three inspected land on the Thomson and Macnlister rivers near what is 

now the town of lleyfield, and then overlanded to New South Wales via 

Melbourne with favourable reports. Malcolm llcFarlane was immediately 

15 
sent back with 500 cows to stock the new lnnd and act as manager. 

Meanwhile, McMillan was busy securing runs for himself and Macalister 

on the Avon H.i ver. 

rhe country acquired by these pioneers was open grassy Red Gum 

(B. camaldulensis) woodland, on the southern fringe of the mountains. 

Succeeding squatters who followed close on their heels occupied land 

16 
nearby. They either overlanded from Monaro via Omeo or landed with 

stock at Port Albert from Sydney, Port Phillip or Van Diemans Land. 

By the mid-1840s grazing runs extended from Monaro to Gippsland, 

via Omeo; stations were also established nt Buchan by Monaro graziers 

concurrently with the Girpsland occupations of AicMillan and AfcFarlan·e.
17 

These stations bounded the eastern and southern edges of Victoria's 

mountain region and provided the bases from which some of the earliest 

exploratory trips into the heart of the alpine country were made . 

Pastoral Occupation from North- East Victoria 

North of the Great Dividing Hange the centre of early squatting 

occupations was not so closely situnted with respect to the alpine 

region and early squatters apparently ahowed little interest in the 

18 snow country. 

Contemporary with the first squatting at Omeo, graziers from 

the Goulburn district of New South 1ales had established holdings 

between Wodonga and the Kiewa Jtiver in 1835. 
19 

However, the real 

pastoral onslaught began in 1837 when news of Major Mitchell's expedi-
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tions to "Australia Felix" became known, and with the onset of drought 

which lasted until the mid-1840s.
20 

The push effect of drought and the 

attractive pull of new lands combined to encourage a flood of graziers 

overland towards Port Phillip. The flat open country north and north-

west of the mountain region was taken first, and only with the passing 

of time, when much of the land along Mitchell's route had been grabbed, 

did squatters advance up the valleys leading towards the Alps.
21 

In 

this way north-eastern squatters eventually located themselves at the 

very foot of the snow country, for example at the base of the Buffalo 

Plateau. 

Exploring the High Country 

The Squatters' Search for Grass 

By the early 1850s Victoria's mountain region was ·largely 

10 

encircled by pastoral runs and graziers had begun to penetrate the 

mountains by following the main water courses and stocking the adjoining 

grassy river flats. However, because squatters were secretive about new 

discoveries, and because very few personal records remain, it is difficult 

to say with surety just when and by whom various tracts of high country 

were first discovered. It is also difficult to determine how thoroughly 

the mountain region was searched for grass, but what evidence there is
22 

suggests that most of the early alpine exploration was conducted by large 

graziers who held a number of rune in North Gippsland, the Mansfield 

district, and Omeo. The .smaller squatter, holding only a single run, was 

apparently uninvolved; exploration was the realm of the large operator. 

The large operators made it their business to know the country 

surrounding their runs. For instance, it is known that Angus McMillan 

was familiar with the mountains of the Avon watershed; he was a very 

early visitor to Mt. Wellington23 and it is likely that he had a similar 

knowledge of the mountains surrounding his and ~facalister's rune on the 



Dargo River. Similarly, Malcolm llcFarlane is believed to have had a 

good knowledge of the upper ~facalister Uiver country.024 High country 

11 

in the far east, at the heads of the lndi and Buchan Rivers, was known 

from the earliest days and was traversed by the main route con~ecting 

Monaro and Omeo. It was first explored by James McFarlane and later 

· 11 . . 1 d" . 25 also by Angus Mc}.b an during some of his ear y expe iti.ons. 

Mountain Tracks and Crossings 

Apart from the track between Monaro and Omeo, no useful cross-

mountain paths were discovered until the Mitta to Omeo and O:neo to Ovens 

Valley routes we.re found by. graziers in the enrly 1856s • . 

The fires of Black Thursday, 6th February, 1851,were indirectly 

responsible for possibly the first visit by graziers to the Bogong and 

Cobungra high plains and the pioneering of the Omeo to Beechworth tracks. 

George Gray senior's Pelican Lagoon run, near Wangaratta, was burnt out 

at this time and his following search for grass led him to the Orneo 

district via Mitta Mitta station. At Mitta Mitta an aboriginal showed 

Gray over the Gibbo Ranges to Cobungra, where grass was found. Gray's 

party was apparently one of the first to use the route from Mitta to 

Omeo, which was later used by miners and stockmen en route to or from 

Beechworth. Gray left two stockmen named James Brown and John Wells to 

mind the stock at Cobungra and they stwnbled upon the .Bogong and Cobungra 

high plains while investigating more direct routes to Beechworth. It is 

recorded that their finds were made before they had been at Colmngra tor 

three years, that is, prior to March 1854.27 The routes they established 

were:from Cobungra to the Bogong High Plains and over Mt. Fainter to the 

Kiewa Valley;. · from Cobungra, over lft. llotham to the Ovens Valley. 

The latter became the most popular and practical path. Other mountain 

crossings did not result in the formation of permanent routes. 

In 1841 a successful attempt to reach Giprsland was made by the 

Hunter brothers who helcl open Red Gum country in the Mansfield district 
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28 
under the name of Watson and Hunter. The Hunters were interested in 

exploring the new country made public by Strzelecki and to this end 

Alick Hunter took a party overland while John Hunter went by sea to 

Port Albert.29 

Edward Bell described the overland venture in the following 

terms: 

12 

During 1841 I formed one of a rnrty consisting of Mr. Alick llunter, 
Mr. Archibald Jamieson, an overseer, and a black fellow named Pigeon 
that started to find a road into Gippsland for stock, which Strzelecki'• 
discovery had just opened up a field for Port Phillip enterprise. We 
ascended what we took for a leading range to the south-west of 
Mt. Buller but found ourselves in a most difficult succession of 
gullies in which we struggled for 18 days, and eventually camped on 
the head-waters of the Latrobe. My horse had met with an accident 
in falling down a steep bank and I remained with Pigeon at our camp 
on the river, while my companions went on to see what they could of 
the new country. In three days they returned, having reached a rich 
plain and fine herbage, I concluded, part of the run afterwards 
occupied by Mr. Reece [Snake Ridg~. On our return we got upon a 
lending range in right good earnest which in two days took us back 
to the head of the Goulburn; but the descent was con91dered too 
steep for ~0ock and the idea of bringing a herd by thnt route was 
abandoned. 

The idea of finding a more practical route to Gippsland smouldered 

in the llunters' minds for a number of years, the reason being made clear 

in 1842: 

The only thing that has to be done now is to form a heifer 
station either in Gippsland or at Port Fairy as this country [around 
Mansfield] does not f~tten cattle nearly so well although it is a 
capital breeding run. 

An abortive attempt to reach Gippsland from Mansfield by Crown 

La d C . . T 32 'd d h . t f th t t b n s omm1ss1oner yers prov1 e t e impe us or ano er at emp y 

the Hunters in October 1844. 

In addition to the rossibility of finding new pastures and a 

trafficable cattle route, the Hunters were spurred on by public doubt 

regarding the authenticity of their previous crossing. This doubt arose 

from Tyers' dismal failure. 33 Their route, similar to thut of 1841, took 

them on to the Howqua-Jamieson divide, south along the G~:ent Dividing 

Range and down the Macalieter River to Malcolm McFarlane's territory. 
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A run was subsequently acquired at Tarwin but the mountnin route was 

again written off as unsuitable for cattle. 

It is entirely possible that other crossings of the mountain 

barrier were made in the 1840s and 1850s which are no longer recorded. 

F.arly squatting runs sprawled over vast areas and were easy targets for 

cattle thieves. On occasions it is said that Angus McMillan was forced 

to pursue thieves into the ranges and shoot it out with them.
34 

While 

the cattle duffers were reputed to have sold to unsuspecting new settlers 

within regions, they may also have moved s tock across the mountains to 

other districts, especially after the discovery of gold in the north-east 

in the early 1850e. The legend of Bogong Jack certainly supports this 

proposition. Bogong Jack is said to have begun shifting cl eanskins and 

other stock from the upper Dargo River to the Beechworth district between 

1857 and 1859. 3~ The Bogong Jack legend really symbolise~ an activity 

that was quite probably widespread; other cattle duffer s had their own 

particular mountain routes between other regions.
36 

Records of Baron Ferdinand von Mueller, 
Govenunent Botanist 

The journeys of Baron Ferdinand von Mueller, Government Botanist, 

provide a valuable record of the early squatters' penetration of alpine 

and sub-alpine areas and their knowledge of the high country. 

Von ~fueller made a series of attempts to reach most of Victoria's . 

alpine country for scientific purposes. In the sunmer of 1862-53 he 

visited the Buffalo Plateau and Mt. Duller,
37

both of whi ch had apparently 

been discovered previously. On Mt. Buffa lo he was accomranied by 

John Dallachy, of the liotanic Gardens, a nd possibly also Thomas Buckland 

h h d tt . . th . h 1• • d . t . t 33 l w. o a a squa ing run in e neig uour1n r.; is r1c:. am \fllf.i an amateur 

botanist who is known to have ass isted ·ion Mueller at. t i.ui 2~ . ~j9 Von Mueller 

was not satisfied with the small range of alpine flora at lluf falo, which 
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barely reaches 1500 metres in elevation at its highest peak, and so he 

pushed on to Mt. Buller where more satisfactory results were obtained.
40 

In January 1853 von Mueller undertook another botanical expedi-

ti on: 

Desirous to devote the summer months to exploration of the 
Australian Alps, I chose the Mi tta Mi tta line for further operstions, 
ascended and crossed the Gibbo Ranges at an elevation of 5,000 ft. 
[1500 metres] and followed thence again the course of the Mitta ~ti tta 
into Omeo • • • From here I attempted in vain to reach the Dogong Ranges, 
probably the highest point in this island continent, being compelled 
to retreat by the extensive bushfires then raging in the intermediate 
mountains. The summit of this range, covered with eternal snow and 
glaciers, can hardly be estimated of less an altitude than 7,000 ft. 
[2, 150 metres]. 

In order to accomplish the examination of alpine flora on the 
eastern frontiers, I started for the Cobboras mountains ••• Not only 
these mountains, but also the greater part of the interjacent 
plains or plateaux are of truly alpine or of a sub-alpine nature, 
ranging in elevation from 5,0~2 to 6,000 feet [1500-1850 metres] 
above the level of the ocean. · . 

Another trip was under way in November 1854, with von ~lueller 

ascending Mt. Wellington on November 14th, and: 

••• proceeding up the Mitchell River and thence to the Dargo. 
Following along the scrubby ranges between this river and the 
Wentworth, I crossed the ~ividing Range between the waters of 
Gippsland and thos e of the Murray River near the upper part of the 
Cobungra. Then I traversed a grassy tableland in the north-easterly 
direction along the Cobungra downward until the country appeared 
practicable towards the north to reach the highest part of the 
Bogong Ranges. 

The ranges hereabouts, which never before have been traversed 
by civilised men, 4~re generally fertile and timbered with mountain 
white gum tree ••• 

Von 'Mueller firmly believed he had discovered the Feathertop-

llotham-Cobungra high plains area. However, though he never knew it, he 

had been beaten by graziers from Cobungra, namely Wells and Brown, who 

worked for George Gray, and possibly by other unrecorded pastoralists as 

well. What is important is that in December 1854 vou ~tueller observed no , 

signs of either stock or man; the land was not being used. 

Further trips were made to the Macnlister River watershed in 

1859-60 and again in March 1862. During the fonner he recorded the 



following observations: 

The main range of the south western Alps was ascertained to 
extend in an almost semi-elliptical line from Alt. Wellington to 
Mt. Useful, at an elevation varying from 4,000 to 5,000 feet 
[1200-1500 metres] , only the northern part of this mountain tract 
encircling the sources of the Macalister being more depressed and 
somewhat broken ••• 

••• Ut. Wellington, inasmuch as it can be reached by a path 
accessible to horses from the Avon Ranges, may be regarded as the 
southern key of the Australian Alps, from where along the crest of 
the main ra~§e ••• a journey with horses seems possible in most 
directions. 

15 

Von Mueller's final trip to this area entailed a further investi-

gation of the Snowy Range north from Mt. \Vellington: 

During a journey into the south-western chains of the Australian 
Alps which was undertaken in March last, 1 have had an opportunity of 
examining more closely the autumn vegetation of those tracts of our 
snowy mountains stretching from Mt. Wellington to the sources of the 
Macalister River, and in the direction of Mr. Huller. Although 
suffering much from the inclemency of the weather, I was enabled to 
fix a~proximately the position of several of the most prominent 
mountains interjacent to the Barclay and Buller ranges and found also 
from the beautiful and fertile alpine tableland at the north-east 
sources of the ~Iacalister a gentle descent into the valley of that 
river, along which again an easy path is open into the plains of 
Gippsland. In the performance of this journey I experienced, as on 
former occnsions,the most4ienerous support from Angus McMillan, .t:sq., 
of Bushy Park, Gippsland. 

Interestingly, von Mueller acknowledges assistance from Md.tillan, 

and when the paths of Mueller's expeditions are re-examined, the Avon 

country where McMillan's home was located acquires special significance. 

Of his six alpine trips, four involved visits to the above area and 

attempts to reach Mt. Wellington. Not that ~t. Wellington was of such 

outstanding scientific interest; more likely the assistance, local 

knowledge and companionship of ildlillan proved to be both valuable and 

gratifying for von Mueller. 

Contrary to some beliefs, 45 von Mueller normally travelled in the 

company of others and wherever possible obtained directions and advice 

from graziers and miners. On Mueller's first trip on to the liuffalo 

Plateau he was accomrnnied by Dallachy at least, but was forced to travel 

on to Mt. lluller alone when Dallachy was required back in Melbourne. 
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46 
Von Mueller emphasised thie fact in hie report; moreover he made no 

claim to being the first to visit Mt. Duller and it can be safely assumed 

that the summit hnd been previously visited and was known to residents of 

the Mansfield district. 

Again, on the 1853-54 expedition he was officially accompanied by 

an attendant until: 

••• in consequence of a ~artial robbery of my travelling equipment 
••• I am deprived of my attendant, l9o has been summoned to the 
Criminal Session. ~. at Bendigo • • • 

He therefore travelled up the Mitta lfitta ltiver and over the Gibbo 

Ranges to Omeo, possibly alone, but on a known path, unsuccessfully towards 

the Bogong High Plaine, then across to the Cobberns and Snowy River on 

another known track. Subsequent to this trip von Mueller was accompanied 

by an attendant, often also by Angus llcAtillan and on occasions by other 

48 people. 

These observations are made to emphasise that there were other 

people who had previously visited these areas and had a more detailed 

knowledge of the high country. Von Mueller sought out such people, hence 

his connections with Angus 11cUillan and Thomas Buckland. The account of 

von Mueller's visit to the Haw Baw plateau in 1860-61 is particularly 

revealing of his modus operandi.49 After consulting gold miners at Good 

Hope Creek and unsuccessfully soliciting their company, he proceeded with 

five companions to exaraine the Baw Daw plateau and the sources of the 

Yarra River: 

In our progress over the ranges between the lowlands to the south 
and the plateau which are chiefly timbered with stringybark trees and 
a species of White Gum tree, we encountered much imrediment by the 
density of scru·b, the tough branched Corra en f erruginea being particu
larly destructive to our march, until in gradual advance to the higher 
regions the underwood of the lower mountains recedes before the colder 
temperature, it being universally observed in our Alps that at eleva
tions above 4,000 feet [1200 metres] the dense scrub chiefly on the sea 
side slopes of our ranges vanish or greatly diminish. 

After having descended into the main valley of the Upper Tangil, 
a beautiful mountain torrent, which rolls its waters with impetuosity 
over the granite boulders of its bed, a total change in the physiognomy 
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of the vegetation was observed; whilst ascending the main range ot 
Mt. Daw Daw, the stringybark trees were found replaced by delightful 
beech forests which surround the main mountains on all sides and are 
interspersed 1dth highland White Guin trees and Cider trees (E. gunnii) 
under the shade of which certain ferns ••• predominate. Nothing can 
surpass the contrast in the landscape "·hen we emerge from the dreary 
scrub to the shady forest of the evergreen beeches ••• which in 
dwarfish form ascend even to the alpine summits of this range. 

We established our camp on the summit of the eastern highest 
mountain of the Daw Baw range on 25th December and whilst reconnoit
ering the country around during the eubsequent days, found this alpine 
range to extend about nine miles westerly rising to three principal 
summits ••• Granite was the rock everywhere observable. Wild cattle, 
to be found in mag~ parts of the Alps have as yet not found their way 
to these valleys. 

These ''wild cattle" would have originally been driven to the high 

country by squattere who claimed land by stocking it, rather than making 

their own way there. The "many parts", where von llueller observed cattle 

himself, would undoubtedly have included the Cobberas area nod the 

Mt. Wellington country. However, it should be noted th&t by this time, 

1861, many high plains areas that were not. stocked durin6 thl? Baron's 

early visits would have subsequently been occupied (see below). 

The main purpose of discussing von Mueller's expeditions at length 

has been to describe the lands he investigated and to establish how well 

the high country was known at the time. Clearly, the Cobberas region 

was well known, being regularly traversed by stockmen travelling between 

ironaro and Omeo. Similarly, such prominent high lands as the Du!falo 

plateau, Mt. Buller and Mt. Wellington, being close to early squnttagee, 

were investigated at an early date. But exploration of more inaccessible 

and less prominent high country, such as the Bogong High Plains, the 

Nunniong and Baw Daw plateaux, was delayed until the 18,0s. The extension 

of regular grazing to any of these high areas came even later and depended 

more upon the condition and availability of lowland rastures than the 

date of discovery. 
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Pioneer Grazing Occupancies 

Once the early squatters understood, through experience, the 

harshness of the alpine climate, they were not keen to exploit the snow 

grasses while low country was still available. Unpleasant experiences in 

snow stonns and the realisation that alpine pastures were a summer propos-

ition only were sufficient deterrents. An example, while not drawn from 

Victorian experience, serves well to illustrate this point. It concerns 

the first grazing of the Kiandra Plain, Snowy Mountains, New South Wales. 

About the year 1839 Dr. Gibson of Goulburn, N.S.W. visited the 
country and being struck with the extreme beauty of the plain and 
extent of pasture, sent men up to erect a stockyard, taking with 
them a quantity of cattle. By the time they had finished the stock
yard the winter set in and

5
yany of the ccttle perished. In consequence 

the station was abandoned. 

Some early Victorian squatters would have undoubtedly had similar 

experiences although documentary evidence of such does not exist. 

The Snowy-lndi Divide 

The first recorded grazing in Victoria's winter snow country was 

also one of the first pastoral incursions into the Colony, which was then 

still part of New South Wales. By 1835 when George ~lcKillop and party 

journeyed to Omeo, James McFarlane had already established an out-station 

at McFarlane's Flat, a sparsely wooded sub-alpine valley at the head of 

th S n Ri 
52 Ah t d t k d t t d d i· t e uggan uuggan ver. u an s oc yar were cons rue e an 

is probable that cattle remained there during the winter: the flat is 

at a relatively low altitude of 1000 metres and experiences less severe 

winter conditions than higher and more exposed snow country; in adverse 

circumstances cattle could move down elope for more shelter. From this 

outstation AlcFarlane is said to have moved several hundred bead of cattle 

to the Omeo Plains in 1836. 53 For how long the outstation was used cannot 

be ascertained although it was likely to have been only for a short time. 

It can really be seen as a temporary resting point in the initial pastoral 

expansion from Monaro to Omeo. The flat was probably abandoned by the 



time McFarlane'e Gippsland runs were secured in 1841-42. In the same 

decade, grazing the snow country of the adjoining Buchan-Suggan lluggan 

divide began as a logical extension of activities at Black Mountain. 

19 

The O'Rourke brothers, James and Christopher, squatted on the 900 metre 

Wulgulmerang plateau in 1845, 54 and grazing of the slightly higher snow 

country to the west would have begun shortly afterwards. The rise from 

Black Mountain to the high country is quite gentle and stock would have 

naturally found their way into the higher regions in swmner even if they 

were not initially put there. 

Other high areas were not so readily grazed because they were 

not ae conveniently located in relation to the thrust of pastoral 

expansion, because their physical approaches were often more difficult, 

being longer and steeper,or because of their higher altitude and thus 

harsher climate. 

Bogong and Cobungra High Plains 

The Bo gong High Plains were discovered before }.larch 1854 but it 

is unlikely that the actual Bogong plateau was immediately grazed, 

although the eastern portions of the Cobungra High Plateau may well have 

been. The latter were more conveniently located with respect to George 

Gray's lowland Cobungra station; the ascent to these plains from the 

east is quite gentle and they have traditionally been the backyard of 

lowland properties at Cobungra. When George Gray sub-divided the 

original Cobungra run in 1859 he continued to bold an interest in the 

high plains which were now officially licensed as the 'Darbalary' run 

and held jointly by him and John Meighan. 56 Thie was the beginning of 

regular authorised grazing of the Cobungra High Plains. 

It is believed that grazing of the llogong plains began some time 

later. The Dundaramunjie run was located at the foot of the pl,l,lteau and 

at the beginning of the earliest route to the plains, and it was formed 

by Edward Gray {son of George senior) in 1857. The run comprised 
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primarily hill and valley pastures with only limited tracts of gently 

sloping land except along the Bundara River and on the adjoining high 

plateau. It is possible, and probable, that grazing of the Hogong Plaine 

began from this time and place with the long high ridges leading to the 

high plains being grnzed in conjunction with the lower slopee.57 

Tbe earliest registration of the Bogong High Plains as a run was 

in 1866 when it was held by speculators for a single year;
58 

the earliest 

documented evidence of grazing here dates to the early 1870s
59 

but it is 

inconceivable that the broad and grassy plains were ungrazed until then. 

In the early years of pastoral occupation, graziers may not have had 

sufficient stock to profitably use the extensive snow plains on a 

regular basis, and it was not possible to leave cattle there all year 

due to the severity of the winters. However, the size of herds would 

have increased with time, and as the number of graziers multiplied with 

the sub-division of runs and the taking of marginal country, pressures on 

the lowland pasturea must have developed in the 1860s, encouraging the 

larger graziers to take a closer look at the high country pastures. 

The Snowy Range 

Elsewhere, early squatting occupation was confined mainly to the 

southern end of the Snowy Ranges, near Alt. Wellington and the Bennison 

Plains. Local tradition suggests that Malcolm Mcl''arlane had cattle in 

the Mt. Wellington country by the mid-l850s, 60 although this was probably 

only to demonstrate ownership . It is believed that in the earliest times 

cattle were put on the tops during warmer weather but were left to their 

own devices for the winter and without supervision becnme quite wild. 61 

Angus McMillan's comments about wild cattle in 1864 when track cutting 

confirm the presence of wild cattle in the region. 62 Cattle were only a 

sideline for McFarlane in the early days, as his Glenmaggie and 

Glenfalloch stations were mainly stocked with sheep, 63 and the mountain 

grasslands were never sufficiently important to prompt him to gain legal 
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title to it. But later on he did take a greater interest in the high 

64 
country, building a hut and yards and und ertaking re~ular musters. 

Interest in high country grazing grew during the early and mid 

1860s. Increasingly, tbe high and more inaccessible lands became the 

only runs available for prospective pastoralists and for this reason a 

21 

number of the lower elevated plateaux were occupied. From 1860 to 1869 

the Mt. Wellington run was held by Richard Dennison, who owned property 

and commercial enterprises in Gippsland.
65 

While all the land within 

this run was marginal, the low country adjoining the W ·~llinr;tnn ltiver 

was considered ~aluable for grazing sheep, and in 1857 "as recorded as 

being equipped with three buts, sheep yards and a dividing fence running 

from the Macalister River to the Wellington River .
66 

Place names, local 

tradition and surviving manuscripts indicate that Bennison also grazed 

the neighbouring high plains which now carry his name. 67 · They were used 

68 for cattle in conjunction with the adjoining lower bush country. 

The Nunniong Flateau 

The Nunniong Plateau was another of the lower elevation table-

lands to be brought into use in the early 1860s. A stockman named 

John Mitton claimed to have discovered the tablelands and unsuccessfully 

applied for a licence to depasture stock under the name of Mitton & Co. 

in Februnry 1860. The land was described as a flat riece of tableland, 

the source of most water courses in the Omeo district and bounded to the 

north and south by impenetrable scrub . Mitton made the following claim: 

I discovered the place with the a s sistunce of the blacks. They 
call it Nunninung and no-gge has (to the best of my knowledge) ever 
been to the place before. 

Mitton is known to have been very friendly with the aboriginals 

despite his apparently chauvinistic attitude towards them. His licence 

application ·was declined because at the same time, and in the same 

locality, the Crown was experiencing considerable difficulties and acute 

embarrassment over a boundary dispute which culminated in a series of 
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law suits, the death of a stockman, a contraversial murder conviction, 

1 . I . . 70 and a Par iamentary nvest1gat1on. A contributing factor may also have 

been that one of Mitton's partners , llichard Bentley, was charged with 

1 . 1 . 1. . b . d 71 
horse stea ing soon after the icence app icat1on was su m1tte • 

Mitton and Bentley had come to the Omeo district some time prior 

to 1860 after having been allegedly mixed up in some unlawful stock 

72 transactions in the Kiewa valley area. They remained close during and 

73 . 
after Bentley's trial and although their partnership with a third party, 

Richard Simpson, was dissolved shortly after the arrest,
74 

Simpson 

remained friendly enough to put up a £100 surety for bail .
75 

The trial 

ended in April 1862 with Bentley being acquitted . A.f\Tl1trently Mi tton and 

Bentley had no t hing further to do with Nunniong, but Simpson did. He 

lived nearby at Bindi and is known to have had stock on the tableland by 

autumn 1861 and continued to do so into the mid-l860s despite the Crown's 

. . 76 
refusal to issue a licence . 

Before his arrest in March 1861, Bentley apparently lived at 

N . 77 h . kn B 1 I 1 . unn1ong at w at ls now own as ent ey s P a1n, and according to 

local tradition depastured stolen stock there before s elling them in 

other districts.
78 

Bentley ' s Plain was sufficiently isolated to be 

virtually unknown, and because of the lower elevation and shel t ered 

southerly aspect stock could be kept there all year round. 

Summary 

Twenty-five years after squatters first began investigating 

Victoria's high country (approximately 1835) the snow pastures were still 

largely unoccupied. The mountain region was surrounded and penetrated by 

squatting runs on the adjoining low plains country and along the main 

river valleys. Trans-mountain tracks had been established linking Omeo 

with Monnro and the Ovens district, and graziers had investigated the 

extent of the open tablelands . Some areas were stocked merely to demon-

1trate ownership and were only occasionally mustered; others provided a 
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handy, isolated venue for those involved in illicit stock trading; a 

few, specifically the Cobungra High Plains and the Upper lluchnn country 

fell within the operations of nearby squatting stations, where topography 

pennitted. However, many of the broad grassy plateaux remained virtually 

untouched by stoclanen, including the Hogong and Dargo High Plains, the 

Baw Baw plateau and the northern portion of the Snowy Range. During the 

early 1860s some interest did develop, primarily in the lower altitude 

plateau country where climatic conditions are less severe. But this 

interest was marginal and more often the high country provided a handful 

of squatters with a casual sideline interest rather than a serious live

lihood. 

However, by the early 1870s a regular and lasting form of high 

country grazing bad developed. The discovery of gold in the mountain 

region was responsible for this change. 
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Chapter 2 

GOU> DlSCOV&tlES AND THE Nl!l¥ SQUATTERS 

The Immediate Effects of Gold Discovery 

Gold discoveries in the 1850s and 1860s engendered a re3ponse 

from squatters, es~ecially where mineral deposits coincided with grazing 

lands. In all districts labottr for shepherding, mustering and boundary 

riding became scarce as prospective miners left their jobs for the 

alluvial diggings.
1 

Where gold was discovered adjacent to, or within the 

mountain region, squatters also had to contend with the digging hordes who 

not only burned and dug over some good range country, but plundered live

stock. 
2 

On the positive side_, mining stimulated the econo111y generally and 

at the local level established a market for supplies. Consequently it 

provided the impetus for fuller occupation of the high country pastures. 

~fany early gold discoveries were made at the foot of the mountains 

and · in later years new fields were-.opened within the mountains and even in 

the winter enow country. At each major auriferous site the initial "rush" 

and the establishment later of more perme.nent alJ.uvial and r.eef mines 

are of significance. For squatters, the immediately unfavourable effects of 

mining were associated with the alluvial rushes; capital investment in 

reef and shaft mining brought a contrasting order and stability. 

There is no evidence to suggest that the alpine graziere mentioned 

in Chapter 1 actively exploited the swollen markets in the Uvens district 

in the 1850s, although those situated closest, such as Edward Gray at 

Bundaramunjie may well have. Nevertheless, all benefited, in an over-all 

sense, from the resultant economic upturn which encouraged squatters to 

experiment with high country grazing. Stockings by Richard liennison on 

the Bennison High Plains were probably undertaken in this context. 

27 



Figure 2 .1 

HIGH COUNTRY GRAZING RUNS 
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High pastures were also in demand where they directly adjoined 

auriferous lands: the invasion of diggers forced squatters to move their 

livestock elsewhere and in some cases the snow country provided alternative 

summer feeding grounds. It is believed that the Buffalo Plateau may have 

been first grazed when cattle owned by Thomas Buckland were evacuated from 

the Buckland Valley for the sutm0ers, after gold was "rushed" there in the 

early 1850s. 3 This rush effect may have operated to a limited extent as 

gold was discovered further into the mountain region in the late 1850s and 

early 1860s. However, because many of the mountain goldfields were opened 

in areas not previously grazed, the importance of this factor should not 

be over-estimated. 

The New Squatters 

A more important stimulant to high country grazing was the local 

demand for meat which accompanied the growth of mining. The supply of 

stores, particularly perishables4 to isolated mining centres like Crooked 

River and Upper Dargo,wae difficult and new graziere were attracted to 

the mountains by the market for fresh meat and took up runs. The1;e new 

squatters either bought into existing stations, which were often sub- . 

divided, 5 or occupied previously unlicensed land. In this way occupation 

of the valleys intensified and as it did a heightened interest in the 

surrounding high country develo~ed. 

New squatters began laying claim to the snow country by the late 

1860s after the alluvial ru.shes to mountain goldfields had subsided and 

gold production had settled into a pattern of steady but declining 

production based on capital investment. The earliest new squatters 

normally invested in large runs and were sometimes successful miners, for 

example, C. S. Holme of .Eaglevale. They were followed in the mid-1870s 

by mixed famers, storekeepers, builders nnd other tradesmen who took up 

cattle runs to supplement their declining incomes. New squatters 



Name 

Thomas lireen 

William 1iryce 

Henry Campbell 

John llemphill & ) 
F. E. Braithwaite) 

C. S. Holme 

Alfred Jones 

Richard King 

Horatio & Fred Lowe 

Murdoch Mackintosh 
" " 

John Murphy 

Chris. O'Rourke 

Edward O'Rourke 
" It 

H II 

. ·--·~: ~ .,.. . ......__... 

Run 

Mt. St . Bernard 

Wonnangatta 

Bogong High Plains 

Mt. Wills 

Eaglevale 

Dargo High Plains 

Mt.St.Bernard East 

N'unniong 

Beechers Hill 
Mt. Wellington 

Buemba 

Ingeegoodbee 

Suggan Duggan 
Forlorn Hope 
Black Mountain 

j - " - - .. - -

Table 2.1 

High Country Tenants, 1878 

Residence 

llarri et vi 11 e 

Crooked River 
!If En say 

Glen Wills• 

Crooked lliver 

Dar go 

Upper Dargo 

Doctor's Flat 

Dar go 
" 

!If Benambra 

Black Mountain 

Black Mountain 
" . " 
II II 

Class 

? 

N.S. 

s.o. 
N.S. 

N.S. 

N.S. 

N.S. 

N.S. 

s.o. 
II 

N.S. 

N.S. 

s.o. 
" 
" 

A zzz -

Occupation 

? 

. grazier, farmer 

grazier 

miners, graziers 

p;ra?.ier, mil'ler 

Other 

?· 

University graduate 

wealthy squatter 

learli..,g member of local 
Race Club; Councillor 

graz1er,carpenter lay preacher 

grazier,miner hotel owner 

graziers, hotel ex-miners 
owners,storekeepers 

grazier 
II 

farmer, grazier 

grazier 

grazier .. 
II 

originally a stockman 
from Monaro 

son of original squatter 

.. " .. .. 



Name Run 

James Parslow Cobungra West 

James Pendergast Limestone Creek 

Neil Pendergast Tom Groggin 

Jens Petersen &) Darbalary Fred Box ) 

George A. Pillinger Mt. Useful 

James Rowe Howqua Hills 

William Soutter Tambo North 

John Whitbourne Carlingford 

·Osborne Young Bundaramunjie 

~ Omeo District 

N.S. • New Squatter 
o.s. • Station Owner 

Table 2.1 (Continued) 

Residence Clase Occupation Other 

~ -
Cobungra s.o. grazier purchased station from 

George Gray 

Benambra ~ s.o. grazier 

Benambra ~ s.o. grazier 

Cobungra-Omeo x.s. grazier, miner . . x 
N.S. grazier, miner hotel owner Cobungra 

? N.S. ? ? 

How qua Hi Us s.o. grazier,storekeeper 

Benambra N.S. grazier 

Lindenow N.S. farmer/grazier, ex-miner 
racker, stock 
dealer 

Benambra " N.S. grazier, horse Omeo Shire Councillor, 
breeder, cattle (President); President, 
dealer, farmer IU1cing Club 

Sourco: llegister of Pastoral Licences, 1875-80 
C.L.C. 
Government Gazette, 1877 
Miscellaneous sources 

(\) 
(0 
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displayed two common characteristics: being late arrivals on the 

squatting scene they were unable to obtain large trncts of low country 

and so came to der end upon the high pastures for much of their livelihood; 

they often had social prestige, sometimes derived from success on the 

mining field, and many took leading roles in the mountain comtlunities 

{Table 2.1). In a number of high areas close to mountain goldfields 

they displaced the original squatters and under their tenure regular 

stocking was introduced ·to many of the high plateaux . However, high 

regions that were remote from major gold centreo experi enced little 

infiltration by new squatters and continued to be held by the original 

station owners . This was particularly true for the upper Buchan country 

which remained in the hands of the O'Rourke family. But continuing 

occupancies by original squatters were not static . Obviously, increased 

stocking of the high country ·would have taken place as economic conditions 

improved and as families multiplied . 

Squatting Tenure 

Squatting tenure arrangements prior to the 1880s were quite 

simple: prior to 1869 land could be legally occupied under a rastoral 

licence and thereafter either pastoral licences or annunlly renewable 

grazing licences were available; from 1873 the practice of Government 

Administration was to offer new or forfeited runs as grazing licences 

only. Basically, pastoral licences allowed the deµnsturin;~ of stc·c:k on 

broad acres of public land and the associated improvement Qf small areas 

surrounding the squatter's homestead for subsistence purposes. Grazing 

licences were much stricter and allowed for grazing only, on an annually 

renewable basis; there was no question of residence or cultivation? 

It is clear that the concept of grazing licence was developed 

from that of the ·pastoral licence and that the philosophy of short-tenn 

grazing licence occupation steiumed from squatting provisions proclaimed 
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in 1847 (see Appendix E) which allowed temporary pastoral· occupation 

until Public lnnds could be more thoroughly dealt with through alienation 

or reservation. Grazing licences represented a refinement of administra

tive provisions to embody more accurately the temporary occupation ideal; 

pastoral licences, while not rrecluding agricultural selection or reserv

ation, were not so temporary as they were guaranteed for up to 14 years 

under the 1869 Land Act, and thus tended to foster entrenchment of 

interests. Grazing licences were favoured to counter such entrenchment 

but in the high country they had little more to contribute in this con

text because r~naining unoccupied areas incorporated little or no low 

land suitable for settl~nent: these lands were thus generally unsuitable 

for traditional squatting occupation where the grazier resided on the 

run. 

In the earliest years graziere generally ignored ·tenure require

ments because of the low level of interest in the snow country an~ its 

remoteness from the sphere of government su~ervision. But as available 

low level grasslands became scarce graziers gave more atten.tion to the 

high country; tenure was accepted so as to legitimise occupations and 

-secure them against challenge. By the mid-1870s most of the high country 

was licensed. 

Boundaries of the early alpine runs were identified by the first 

applicants in their licenc.e applications and these were nonnnlly accepted 

by the Government Administration. Pioneer squatters usually described 

and claimed whole physiographic units, such as the liogong High flains or 

the watershed of Limestone Creek, and the boundaries of these units were 

easy to establish in the field and to plot r.oughly on a map. Minor 

changes were effected by the Administration in the late 1860s and 1870s 

when some large forfeited runs and other vacnnt country were offered as 

smaller uni ts, and in such cases boundaries sometimes ignored distinct 

physical features; for example, the larger Eaglevnle run which was 
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7 

divided into three in 1866. To this limited extent bureaucrntic initia-

tives played a small role in improving the availability of grasslands in 

some areas
8 

nnd in defining the size and shape of pastoral runs into which 

the snow cquntry was apportioned. But the influence of pioneering squatters 

was much stronger as their original descriptions nonually became basic 

references and were generally adhered to with only minor modifications 

until 1884 when tenure arrangements and grazing runs were re-vamped under 

a new Land Act. 

Effects of Land Selection 

Activity on Victoria's main goldfields declined throughout the 

1860s and 1870s and produced a pool of unemployed diggers and sympathisers 

who saw the colony's future in terms of unlocking the lar,d for agriculture 

by wresting control of the land from squatters. This bcuy of opinion erew 

in strength and prompted a sequence of land legislation which eventually 

broke the squatters' hold. All this has been documented.
9 

Land alienation programmes began to display some indirect effects 

on the state of high country grazing with the implementation of the 1869 

Land Act. New squatters were not directly affected as their runs were 

generally unsuitable for cultivation and in any case were quite inaccess-

ible . On the other hand, to the station owners who had extensive tracts 

of lower plains and valley country, selection posed a real threat. By 

1880 when the 1869 land Act expired, most of the colony's good agricultural 

land, including the fertile alluvial valleys penetrating the mountain range 

and the open Omeo plains, had ueen selected.IO It has been said that 

selection destroyed pastoral tenure and all that remained were raere remnant!J 

of runs [on the 10Y1lands] on one hand, and stony m{lu.otah, ]and on the 

11 
other. Yet much of this "stony mountai11 !and" was not useless and 

proved to be an outpost for extensive pastoral occupation. 

Lowland areas were progressively opened for selection and squatters 
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Figure 2.3 

THE PENDERGAST FAMILY OF BENAMBRA: 
Their early Properties and Mountain Runs 
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had to either accept their fate and be content with a smaller domain or 

attempt to side step the ceiling provisions for selection by dummying. 12 

Alte~atively, they could shift to newer areas where runs were available 

d 1 t . . . t 13 an se ec ion was not 1mm1nen • Squatters in or adjoining the mountain 

region had a further option: they were able to resort to the "inferior" 

outlying Crown lands, including the snow pastures. Those high lands to 

the north-east and north"'1'est of Omeo were important in this context . 

The Pendergast brothers .of Benambra 'came to rely increasingly upon snow 

country north and south of Limestone Creek as their plains country at 

Benambra was partially and progressively selected from them . Similarly, 

station owners from the Kiewa and Ovens valleys who suffered the deprad-

atione of both miners and selectors, used the .Dogong High Plains fo r 

summer grazing by arrangement with the licence holder (see .Table 2.2 . ) • 

.Another outcome of the 1869 Land Act with long-term implications 

was the introduction of selectors to the near mountain lowlands. 

Occasionally in the 1870s a small selector acquired an interest in a 

run or access to the high pastures; the liollond brothers provide an 

eJ\runpl-e of this situation on the liogong High Plains. Generally, ho11•ever, 

selectors did not have the means or opportunity to become involved in 

the high country until the 1890s (see Chapter 3). In the meantime, 

these lands remained the domain of station owners and new squatters 

whose roots were founded in broad acre pastoralism and other commercial 

fields like building and storekeepi~g. New squatters and station owners 

normally also had land selections but the nature of their land use was 

primari l y broad acre grazing, not cultivation, due to the vast areas of 

timber range land they occupied . 1"or theci selection was a means by 

which they could secure portions of their rune rather than an opportunity 

to take up agriculture. 
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Name 

Alfred Abraham 

Denis Farrington 

Marcus Hobbs 
a gisting for 
Arthur Woodside 

Thomas Hollonds 

William Hollonds 

Charles Ibbotson 

Bernard O'Reilly 

John Waldern 

Table 2.2 

Bogong High Plains Run 
Graziers, 1883 

Uesidence Clase 

Kiewa ' 
Free burgh miner/grazier 

Kiewa station owner 

Kiewa selector-grazier 

Kiewa selector-grazier 

Kiewa station owner 

Free burgh station owner 

1'"'reeburgh miner/grazier 

Total 

Number of Stock 
Depastured 

60 head cattle 

80 • " 

100 " .. 
10 horses 
ao head cattle 
30 horses 
80 head cattle 

200 .. " 
80 " .. 
50 " " 

730 head cattle 
40 horses 

Bogong High Plains reputed to have a carrying capacity of 
50,000 sheep. 

No stock were placed on the run in 1883 by the licensees 
H. & J . Campbell. 

Peter Howman, of Goulds Run, Ovens Volley attempted to arrange 
agistment in consultation with Messrs. Campbell, but resistance from 
Marcus Hobos, lbbotson's manager at 'rawonga Station, Kiewa Valley, 
dissuaded other owners from sending stock. 

l! Source: Hamil ton Papers, Q6 Inwards, 11 April 1883 
~~ and miscellaneous sources 

I I I .I 
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Grazing Huns - Some Spatial Peaturcs 

The location of runs held in the 1870s by the various clnsscs of 

occupant exhibited a sinmle spatial distribution corresponding to the 

pattern of gold dis covery. New squA.tters predominated on the high areas 

adjoining the major gold centres such as the Dargo High Plains, Snowy 

Range and the Nunniong tableland, while regions distant from these 

centres remained either unoccupied, as was the case with the mounta ins 

east of Mansfield, or in the hands of station owners. In the case of the 

latter, it is worth noting that on the Wulgulmerang plateau there was 

little or no mining or selection in the 1860s or 1870s. Consequently, 

the O'Rourkes were able to manage their cattle on ·a very broad acre 

basis on both the hi gh and low country for many years after most other 

station owners had been forced to come to terms with agricultural settle

ment . The liogong High Plains provided the exception to the rule, being 

located close to the Ovens diggings yet remaining in the hands of the 

station owners rather than new squatters. rerhaps this can be explained 

by the continuing interest of a large pastoral station (l!Jlsay) or the 

absence of foothill country between the northern edge of the plateau and 

the broad valley flats below: broken hi 11 country with small tracts of 

suitable flat land scattered along the valleys was characteristic of the 

new squatters' runs, and being largely absent in the Ovens region there 

was little scope for pastoral occupation once the early squatters had 

grabbed the comparatively broad valley floors. Also, the Bogong Plains 

were quite remote from the Livings tone Creek gold workings which were the 

main early goldfields in the Omeo district. This leads on to another 

prominent spatiA.l feature which was the concentra~ion of high country 

run holders' residences in the Omeo district. The central position of 

the Omeo Plains in relation to the snow country, its early rastoral 

tradition and the more gentle access to high pastures were undoubtedly 

major contributory reasons for the concentration. 
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Summary 

The pattern of high plains grazing up to the 1880s was shaped 

largely by spontaneous occupation, firstly ae part of a general continua

tion of squatting expansion, and later in response to the development of 

mountain goldmining centres. Legislation and associated administrative 

provisions served to fonnalise and crystaliee the patterns of occupation 

only after the discovery of mountain goldfields stimulated a stronger 

interest in high pastures for grazing . Those who held high country rune 

were often active in community affairs and held socially prominent 

positions. They continued in virtually exclusive licensed occupation 

until new legislation was passed in 1884. Under this Act, for the first 

time, land tenure arrangements took account of broad factors of physical 

geography, such as the suitability for either agricultural or pastoral 

land uses. 
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Chapter 2 

1 See for example, Cox (1973); Hobertson (1973). 

2 Harding (1967) . 

3 Pers. Com. P. Weston. 

4 Wilson (1951), p.60. 

5 Hegister of Runs, Book 1. 

6 Powell (1973). Another difference between pastoral 
and grazing licences was that the former were regarded as 
a chattel interest wherens the latter were not . 

1 .Eaglevale Run file, lands Department; Register of Runs, Dook 2. 

8 This is not to say that the government subdivisions were 
successful. 

9 For example, Uoberts (1908) and Paruaby {1951). 

10 Hoberts (1968), p.312. 

11 Ibid. 

12 Kiddle (1963) 

13 For example, the Riverina. See Buxton (1967) and Powell (1970). 
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Run 

Barwidgee 

Cuigmundi 

Dar go 

Ensay 

Heart 

Myrtle Creek 

Omeo B 

Tawonga 

Table 3.1 

Depletion of some Lowland Runs 
through Selection 

Location Size in 1875 Subsequent Decline (acres) 
acres 

Kiewa Valley 30,277 1877: 24,994; 1881: 16,300 

Dar go 37,450 1889: 30,800; 1891: 25,000; 
1894: 2,600 

Dar go 22,880 188Qfj 15,000; 1893: 9,000 

~eo 101,788 1881: 95,300; 1889: 26,000; 
1891: 8,ooo 

North Gippoland 2,500 June 1878: 1,290; 
Dec. 1878: 650 

Ovens Valley 9,500 1878: 8,300; 1889: 6,000; 
1892: 3,600 

Omeo 74, 190 1878: 58,970; 1881: 53,200 

lliewa Valley 93,390 1889: 15,580; 1890: 14,000 

Source: Register of Pastoral Licences, 1875-80, 1880-95. 



Chapter 3 

Tllli 1880s : A NEW APPROACH BY GOVEHNlfENT 

The General Situation in the l870e 

The first authorised high country graziers held their runs under 

1 . l " 1 paetora or grazing icences. A licence gave the squatter security 

against infringement by other pastoralists, but he had no such security 

against selection. He was only an interim tenant pending the selection of 

land for cultivation and he was never able safely to undertake major 

improvements over large areas. 

During the 1870s pastoraliets throughout Victoria must have 

realised their future as squatters was bleak, particularly as squatting 

tenure under the 1869 Act was only guaranteed till 1880.
2 

Additionally, 

after 1873 annual grazing licences, as opposed to pastoral licences~ were 

3 issued for all new and forfeited runs; selectors were making swift in-

roads into the squatters' better country, and within the space of ten 

years, between 1870 and 1880 lowland holdings had been so corroded that 

only remnants of pastoral rune remained.4 A groundswell of public opinion 

was developing against the squatters, who, by holding large tracts of land, 

were effectively barring others from ta.king up agriculture.
5 

Those who 

6 could see the writing on the wall attempted to build up freehold estates 

or moved to new regions such as the Riverina; 7 the remainder were either 

forced into the back country or were beaten down into less dominant 

positions. By the early 1880s those who rented large areas of Public 

lands for grazing were in occupation of the poorest country in the colony 

8 and were now ·termed"pastoral 'tenant•" rather than squatters. This new 

term was used in the legislature to avoid the unfavourable connotations of 

•aqllatter• and to project a new image of the run holder - a battling 

37 
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Table 3.2 

Witnesses to Crown Lands Commission of Inqairy, 1878 
Evidence Relating to the High Country 

Name Occupation 

Francis W. Blyth selector 

Alfred liowitt Police 
Magistrate 

Rowand McArthur Crown lands 
Bailiff 

Charles McLeod Manager of 
a Pastoral 
Station 

Alfred E. Otter 

James Stirling 

Thomas Stirling 

selector 

Land Offi,... 
cer 

Selector & 
Squatter 

Contact with 
High Country 

Traversed much 
Of the high 
country; spoke 
to settlers 

Visited some of 
high country; 
spoke to users 

Had done stock 
work on Dargo 
lligh Plains 

' 
.. Visited high 

country, spoke
to users 

Friend of Jens 
Petersen, a high 
country grazier 

Contribution to Inquiry 

Corroborated Stirling's 
evidence; could be cut 
into smaller grazing 
blocks for eulllller 

lnfonnation about land 
form and land use; 
opinions and suggestions 
of how closer settle
ment of the high country 
could be achieved. 

Agreed with subdivision 
of summer runs but 
thought lower bush runs 
tied up in pastoral 
runs would be pref erred 
by settlers 

Some snow country could 
be better used if 
tenure was longer 

No-one would want to 
take up high country 

See Appendix A 

Affirmed that high 
country already being 
used profitably for 
grazing 

I Source: C.L.C. 

-\.. 
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tenant of the Crown who deserved sympathetic coneideration.9 

The situation in the high country was that many runs were held by 

new squatters whose licences incorporated much poor rough mountainoua 

country with low stocking capabilities. Most new squatters had diverse 

sources of income (see Table 2.1) but, as mining went into decline during 

the 1880s, many began to feel the pinchlO and were forced to rely increas-

ingly upon the runs for a livelihood. Fortunately few suffered major 

depredntion .by selection simply because their country was unsuitable for 

agriculture; early selections on the runs were generally by the graEing 

tenants themselves. 

After 1880, when the 1869 Land Act expired, there followed four 

years of political turbulence which spelled greater uncertainty for the 

pastoralist . Hie future was debated and re-debated along with many other 

issues and ideas for settlement. 11 When new legislation finally eventu-

ated in 1884 ~articular attention was paid to the mountain region. 

The Crown Lands Commission 

Many features of the 1884 Land Act were identified in 1878 by 

the Crown Lande Commisaion of Inquiry (CLC), a fact-finding investigation 

which reported to Parliament on the progress of settlement under the 1869 

Land Act and recommended certain legislative action.
12 

The objective 

of this inquiry was to help small, struggling selectors to stay on the 

land and to create further employment opportunities in agriculture for 

the colony's bloated post-mining population. 13 In considering the 

settlement of marginal Public land it recognised the value of the faJ11ler-

graEier, who cultivated for his own needs and used the remainder of his 

land for graEing. Previously the focus of selection and settlement had 

been on cultivation . The CLC recommended that squatting tenure be not 

renewed and that pastoral lands be subdivided into much smaller unite 

for selectors to graEe . The snow country came to the fore in thie 

14 context. 



PLATE XII 

ALPH.L'D Howr·r: GOVEIOOll:NT OFFl CIAL \\110 WAS 
Vl:JlY PA.\ULlAJt WlTH THB 1111.ill CUlNTRY 

(Shire of Omeo) 
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Evidence upon which the CLC's recommendations for the high 

country were based came primarily from government officials Alfred llowi tt, 

the Police Magistrate at Bairnadale, and James Stirling, Lands Department 

Officer at Omeo; other lay partici~ants also contributed some valuable 

eviden~e (see Table 3.2). 

Fact8 presented by Howitt concerned the Cobberas country, well:_ 

known to the early pioneers of the Omeo district, and also the liogong 

and Cobungra high plains. lie did not think the Cobberas country would 

· be of much use to selectors as summer pasture as it was located too far 

15 
from suitabl'-' low country. However, he thought that the Bogong High 

Plains could be aubdhrided for fanner-grar;iers. 

I may instance one place, the Dogong Plains, situated between 
the sources of the Cobungra, Bundar and Kiawa, where there are 
very extensive undulating basalt plains of the character I have 
seen in the Western District. They are well grassed, and, were it 
not for the elevated rosition, I think are suited for grar;ing 
grounds, but that would be all. Of course I speak with exception 
of t~e ly~er lying shelves, where, for instance, I have seen oats 
growing. 

The Bogong Plains are occupied on grazing licences by the 
neighbouring {I say neighbouring not adjoining) run-holders, who 
remove their cattle there, and l have even known s~'ep removed 
there at different times during the last 12 years. 

The evidence of James Stirling indicated the extent of occupation 

of higb country in the Omeo district; a summarised version of Stirling's 

table is presented as Appendix 'A'. Other witnesses provided additional 

infonnation about the Dargo and also Bogong lligh Plains 18 and agreed that 

these areas could be subdivided for ~raEing. 19 The CLC accepted this 

advice o.nd attempted to devise a scheme whereby graEing lands would 

remain in the hands of small graziers, once issued to them, rather than 

being aggregated once more into the hands of the few. To this end it 

recommended a long-term pastoral licence of 10 years and various 

conditions of improvement, such as ring-barking and the restriction of 

one grazing right per Tlerson. 

The Crown Lands Commission pre!!ented its final report in 
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September 1879t but, as a result of friction and disagreement within the 

legislature, the Commission's proposals were not implemented immediately. 

During the interim period lensing was investigated as an alternative to 

1 . t. f th bl. d . . 20 L . f d b a iena ion o. e pu ic oma1n. easing was avoure y some on con-

servation grounds, to protect the catchments of major rivers aid to con

serve timber that may have been required as fuel for the mining industry.21 

lt was also favoured by those who believed that land could remain a signif-

icant source of government revenue, as it had been in the past. But in 

reali.ty, most of the good agricultural lands had already been alienated 

and all that remained was a patchwork of inferior country, including the 

forested tracts of the eastern highlands, which had little revenue pot-

ential. Nevertheless, leasing was introduced although, as things turned 

out, it was offered as an alternative to annual licensing of grazing 

lands, rather than as an alternative to alienation. 

The 1884 Land Act 

The 1884 Land Bill concerned itself primarily with the Public 

22 lands of the eastern highlands, and also scattered pockets elsewhere • 

••• if anyone takes a trip along the north-eastern railway 
line, from the time he passes lulmore until he reaches Wodonga he 
will see on his right an enormous range of mountainous country 
comprising altogether about 10 million acres. That contains a 23 large portion of the land which is left for rarliament to deal with. 

Intentions of the Act 

The 1869 Land Act had enabled most of the cultivable plains areas 

to be selected, but once these better lands had been taken up and ·· . 

selection began to spread into the mountain district the character of 

selections began to change. Poorer quality lands were selected in 

patches here and there, usually following the course of river valley• 

and this pattern made it difficult for authorities to administer occu-

pation, as often the best portions of a grazing run were selected, 
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Table '3.3 

1884 land Act 

Summary of Provisions Relating to the 
High Country 

land Classification 

Pastoral · 

Agricultural/Grazing 

Bogong High Plains 
Green Area 

Source: land Act 1884 

Provisions 

a) Section 21 Lease 
- lease of up to 14 years to expire by 1900 
- area of Pastoral Allotment to support 150 

to 500 head of cattle 
- limited opportunity to select a homestead 

block 
- vermin destruction covenants 
- improvements revert to Crown on expiry of 

lease 
- maximUl!l of one Pastoral Allotment per 

grazier 

b) Section 119 Grazing Licence 
- land not required for leasing under S.21 

could be occupiecl under annual grazing 
licence 

a) Section 32 Lease 
- lease of up to 14 years to expire by .1900 
- maximum size of allotment 1,000 acres 
- opportunity to select up to 320 acres 

depending upon other freeholdings held 
- maximunn of one allotment per ,person 

b) Section 119 Grazing Licence 
land not required for lensing under S.32 
could be occupied under annual grazing 
licence 

- grazing blocks available under S.119 
annual grazing licence 
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. 24 
leaving the remainder unoccupied. To meet the challenge of changing 

circumstances, new rules for land occupation were required.25 These were 

largely drawn from the CLC's recommendations and embodied in the 1884 

Land Act: the concept of combining graEing and cultivation lltls introduced 

by way of the occupation provisions; squatting tenure was formally ended; 

long-term tenure for much smaller pastoral runs was available; and 

measures were taken to prevent pastoral lands concentrating in the hands 

of a few. The only modification was a minor one, that leases were offered 

for pastoral lands rather than long-term licences. 
26 

Land Classification 

In acknowledging that much of the remaining public estate was of 

the poorest quality for farming, the government based its new legislation 

upon a system of land classification whereby different types of tenure 

were offered for different classes of land. The aim of the classification 

was to ensure that provisions of occupation were appropriate for the 

particular quality of various lands. It was based on reports from 

Lands Department field staff. · 

High country lands fell into two classifications defined in the 

Land Act and one additional category which was subsequently created by 

administrators· after the Bill had passed through Parliament. The claesi-

ficatione and associated occupation provisions are summarised in Table 3.3. 

Most of the high country was considered useless for agriculture and was 

classified Pastoral (see Figure 3.1) where cultivation was considered 

possible, localised tracts were denoted Agriculture/GraEing (Table 3.4). 

Classification was based upon broad geographical features and 

observations of how the land was being used. For example, the lower 

Cobungra High Plains, classed as Agriculture/GraEing, had already been 

successfully cropped in Jllaces by minen27 and to this extent field reports 

would have reflected contemporary activities as well as subjective 
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Area 

Hennison Plains 

Cobungra High Plains 

Dargo High Plaine 

Table 3.4 

High Country Classified as 
Agriculture/Grazing, 1884 

Features 

Low altitude; on the 
Crooked River to 
Woods Point track 

Low altitude; on (heo 
to Ovens Valley track; 
close to settlement at 
Cobungra 

Adjoining Upper Uargo 
gold diggings; on 
Grant to Harrietville 
track 

Possible Reason for 
Classification 

Previous selection in 
1883 

Previous cultivation by 
miners 

Applications for sel
ection; support of Omeo 
Land Officer, James 
5tirling 

11 I Source: Author's research and 1884 Land Classification maps. 
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judgments of land ca~ability. However, land classification was .also based 

to some extent upon imagination as demonstrated by the peculiar "classifi-

cation" of the Bogong High Flains, which deviated from the categories set 

out in the Lend Act. The plains were designated as •The Bogong High 

28 Plains Green Area" and were available for occupation under annual 

graEing licence rather than long-term lease as favoured by the legislature. 

The separate identification of the Bogong High Plaine was the result of 

submissions from James Stirling. 

With respect to the Bogong High Plains ••• it seems to me 
that it is now necessary to preserve portion of this unique area 
as Public Park lands. The time is not far distant when, with 
increasing ponulation, a portion of this area will be in demand 
for summer residences and hence it is expedient that steps should 
be taken to provide for such exigencies. I can confidently assert 
that there is no area in the whole of the Australian Alps (with the 
exception of the lower or southern portion of the Snowy Plains) so 
unique as portions of the former plateau. If this area ••• could 
be dealt with under Part XI, section 119 as summer grazing areas 
in blocks from 1,000 to 5,000 acreo, it would meet the ~ublic 
requirements and prevent any portion from being alienated. 29 

The recreational potential of the Bogong High Plains had been 

recognised as early as 1868
30 

and Stirling was able to build upon this 

existing awareness and effect a special treatment. 

Effectiveness of the Act's provisions 

High country graEing lands were divided into Pastoral Allotments, 

Grazing Blocks and Grazing Areas according to classification and this 

subdivision contributed to ' both the long-term demise of some large alpine 

holdings and the pioneering occupation of previously unused pastures. 

However, for these two processes to occur there had to be a demand for 

alpine pastures. 

When the 1884 !And Act ·came into operation, all existing grazing 

tenure was cancelled and the former tenants, along with prospective ones, 

were invited to apply for lands under the new legislation. But the 

ensuing response from small fanner-graziers was not particularly great 

and the new squatters and station owners were ahle to re-establish 
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Figure 3.1 
SIMPLIFIED LAND CLASSIFICATION, 1884 
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themselves: their runs may have been slightly smaller and held under a 

number of leases or licences but their grazing operations were largely 

unaffected. In the short term they were not displaced. Neither were the 

unused high lands immediately taken up. Subdivisions under the new Land . 
Act undoubtedly drew attention to available lands, but it took a number of 

years for graziers to develop a serious interest in previously neglected 

areas such as the mountains east of Mansfield. Eventually the subdivisions 

did prove their worth in some areas, such as the .Bogong High Plains and 

the Mansfield region, especially when a long term scarcity of lowland 

grass developed towards the end of the 1890s. During the late 1890s 

much of the high pastoral country was taken, although many areas were 

held under annual grazing licence in accordance with Section 119 rather 

than under lease. It has to be remembered that land classified as 

Pastoral or Agriculture/Grazing could be obtained unde~ Section 119 if 

there were no applications for leasing under Sections 21 or 32 (see 

Table 3.3). The success of the three individual classifications in 

changing the pattern and nature of occupation is considered below: 

i) Pastoral Lands. During the first two years of the 1884 Land Act 

the initial popularity of Pastoral Allotment leases varied 

remarkably in different areas, being most popular east of Omeo 

but attracting little attention elsewhere (see Table 3.5') 

Where old squatters had not been disturbed by major gold 

discoveries they continued to hold mountain grazing lands. 

They reacted quickly by acquiring· Section 21 leases, available 

to the first applicant, subject to pre-requisite conditions, 

possibly in response to the perceived threat of the "anti-

squatting" intent of the Act. 

In contrast, there was little demand for long-term high 

country leases closer to the mountain goldfields. A few new 
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Figure 3.2 

HIGH COUNTRY PASTORAL ALLOTMENTS, 1884 
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Land Classification Plans, 1884. 
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Table 3.5 

Pastoral Allotments Leased between 1886 and 1890 
1884 Land Act 

Name Class Pastoral Period of Comment 
Allotment Lease 

George E. Barrow .,. 6q. 1886-1887 Forfeited, never 
used 

Walter Coughlan s.o. 2A 1886-1896 

John Curtain 1 6B 1886-1896 No record of 
actual occupancy 

Thomas Doyle Selector 2}.{ 1886-1900 

James Hollond ? 3Q 1886-1887 Forfeited, never 
used 

C. S. Holme N.S. 71 1886-
appr.1898 

James Holme N.S. 7H 1886-1900 

Ewan McMillan ? 7W 1886-1887 Forfeited;l889-90 
W.J. Irwin;l893-97 
li.D.McFarlane 

Ann T. O'Rourke s.o. 2G 1886-1887 Changed to grazing 
licence 

.AJ}nie M. O'Rourke s.o. 2F 1886-1887 " " • 

Thomas J. O'Rourke s.o. 2E 1886-? 

James Pendergast s.o. lT 1886-1897 Transferred to 
W.J.C.Pendergast 
1 Jan.1897 

John Pendergast s.o. 10 1886-? 

Neil Pendergast s.o. lM 1886-1887 Changed to grazing 
licence 

William Pendergast s.o. 2B 1886-? 

w. J. c. Pendergast Son of lS 1886-1900 
s.o. 

Thomas Quinn N.S. 2L 1886-1900 

4ts 
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Table 3.5 (Continued) 

Name Claes rastoral Period of CoDllllent 
Allotment Lease 

Peter Sim ' 65 1886-1887 Forfeited; never 
used 

George E. Treasure Selector 4D 1886-1887 Cancelled, and 
part of allot-
ment became a 
rublic Iteserve 

John Weir ? 5C 1886-1887 Forfeited, never 
used 

Osborne Young N.S. 3N 1887-1897 

Source: Leases and Licences Hegister, 1884 L.A. 

l;ast of Omeo: 12 out of 18 available Pastoral Allotments were leased; 
9 out of 12 were taken by the pioneering Pend er gast and 
O'Hourke families. 

West of Omeo: 11 out of 31 available Pastoral Allotments were leased . 
lly 1888 only 4 out of these ll · remained under lease and 
all were held by new squatters. 

Total 23 out of 49 Pastoral Allotments were leased in the 
f i rst year 1886/7; two years later the number dropped 
to 13. 

Key: S.O • Station Owner 
N.S.• New Squatter 
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squatters, such as C. S. Holme and Osborne Young, who relied 

heavily upon livestock production from the elevated pastures, 

played safe and acquired leases. The others were not disposed 

to do so. There are two possible reasons for this unexpectedly 

poor demand. Firstly, in the 1880s mining in the mountain 

regions was still active, though in decline. Many tradesmen, 

store-keepers, mixed fanners and so on were still gainfully 

employed servicing the mining communities and were not yet 

interested in broad acre grazing as a livelihood. Similarly, 

many n.ew squatters were also involved with the mines and, 

having other strings to their bows, were not prepared to make 

long-term commitments that were part and parcel of leasing. 

Secondly, the opportunities to establish small fanns were 

limited by the physical nature of the country west of Omeo 

and for this reason selectors had not made inroads into the 

region. Consequently the competition for grazing lands was 

not so great. 

Over the alpine region as a whole the adoption of Section 21 

lease~ was not successful. After the 1880s the number of 

Pastoral Allotments held fell dramatically with practically all 

the lasting leases being held by new squatters and station 

owners, contrary .to the intent of legislation; a mere handful 

of leases was issued after 1888 and most of these were tenninated 

within two years. Holding a Section 21 lease actually proved to 

be a disadvantage during the mid-1890s when depressed economic 

conditions occurred, .as the Lands Department insisted on rental 

comroi tments being met despite the difficulties some tenants were 

. . 31 experiencing. 

Pastoral country not leased was subsequently available under 

annual grazing licence and it was through this provision that 
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Date of 
Licence 

1887 

mid-1890s 

1892· 

1887 

1889 

1887 

1887 

1886 

1887 

1886 

1886 

Table 3.6 

J'astoral Land Occuried Under Grazing Licence 
1884 Lanrl Act 

Name 

llox, King & Petersen 

William & Allan Bryce 

John Gibson 

Donald Gow 

J.C.H. Graves 

. Annie M. O'Rourke 

Ann T. O'Uourke 

Edward 0 'Rourke 

Neil Pendergast 

Richard lliggall 

~illiam Soutter 

Class 

N.S. 

N~S. 

Selector 

Selector 

s.o. 
s.o. 

s.o. 

s.o. 
s.o. 

s.o. 

Selector 

Area 
acres 

110,000 

75,500 

34,000 

83,000 

60,000 

17,900 

26,700 

24,700 

39,000 

67,000 

24,000 

Unit 

Dargo H.Ps. 

Pastoral 
Allots 

Snowy Range 70,P & E 

Gibbo-J>in, lR 

Dargo H.J>s. 

Up.lung 6Q & R 

Up.Buchan · 2F 

Up.Buchan 2G 

Up.lluchan 2J 

Gibbo-Fin. lM 

Snowy Range SQ & 8R 

Up.Buchan Part 2H 
& 21 

Source: Government Gazettes; Register of Licences & Leases, 1884 L.A. 

Comment 

.Old Dargo H.rs. ·run 
Also hao Darbalary and 
portion of B.H.rs. 

Fonnerly Wonnangatta 

Old Beechers Hill run 

l<'ormerly leased 
Fonnerly part of Forlorn 

Hope 

Fonnerly leased; 
Formerly part of Forlorn 

Hope 

FQnnerly I<'orlorn Hope 

Formerly used in con
junction with Tom Grogg±n 
run; fonnerly leased 

l:'ormerly Mt. Wellington 
run 

Formerly Tambo North 
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most of the snow lands were re-occupied. Section 119 was theor-

etically the back-up for Section 21 but in reality it became the 

primary method of occupation and allowed for many of the old runs 

to be reconstructed, often by previous pastoral tenants. The 

subdivision into Pastoral Allotments provided a rough beginning 

for apportionment of grazing lands, but consideration was also 

given to applicants' requests and Allotments were often pruned, 

reshaped or combined to suit the particular applicant. For 

instance, most of the snow country south of Mt. Wellington was 

retained by Richard Riggall of Glenfalloch Station who rented 

67 ,000 acres, corresponding to the old Mt. Wellington run. In 

another case the Dargo High Plains run remained unchanged 

because the plains were Teserved for public . . . : 

32 purposes, a measure which precluded leasing. Licensing, how-

ever, was still possible and the new tenants were able to acquire 

the run as it had been under the 1869 Land Act. 

33 Furthermore, in the 1884 Land Act's first three years, a 

number of Pastoral leases were changed to Section 119 licences, 

confirming the preference for short-term licences rather than 

long-term leases. And while many graziers preferred licences to 

leases some preferred not to pay rent at all, so large expanses 

of high country were grazed without tenure in the post 1884 

period. The former holders of the Wonnangatta run, the Bryce 

family, apparently continued to use the Howitt and Snowy Plains,34 

although some years elapsed before they bothered to re-apply for 

licences. Other mountains and plateaux were genuinely unoccupied 

and remained so for a number of years. These included the Baw 

Daw plateau and some of the high mountains east of Mansfield. 

h'ventually, in the late 1890s, enough pressure developed on tho 

lowland pastures to force farmer-graziers into regular use of 
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these relatively inaccessible back blocks. 

ii) Bogong High Plains Green Area. The Bogong High rlains Green 

Area was only available under annual grazing licence; and 

initially it received much closer attention from administrators 

than the other lands divided into Pastoral Al l otments. 35 Nine

teen a~plicants were offered grazing blocks (see Table 3.7.l) 

and of these twelve were se~ectors and the remainder station 

owners and new squatters . One would therefore think that the 

Bogong High Plains had been taken out of tbe squatters' hands. 

However, the cutting of the calce reveals otherwise (see 

Table 3.7 . 1). The former run holders received favourable treat-

ment, being allowed to secure large portions of their original 

run country. For example, Jens Petersen and Fred llox were able 

to re-acquire most of the Darbalary run that fell within the 

Green Area; Osborne Young regained his Dundaramunjie run .by 

combining a Section 21 lease with a large Bogong High Plains 

licence; T. M. Hamilton, the former licensee of the Bogong 

plains was given 8,000 acres 11·hich represented the pick of the 

plains . Once the fonner run holders had been accommodated, the 

remaining land was divided amongst the other applicants. 

However, to be fair, the runs allotted to selectors and other 

new licensees were sufficiently large and well grassed for their 

requirements and the main feature of the subdivision appears to 

have been that the immediate welfare of all interested parties 

had been considered. 

Contrary to initial proposals, boundaries of the new grazing 

blocks were not surveyed when it was observed that many of the 

new licensees were not going to proceed with their tenure after 

all .
36 

This proved to be a short-sighted decision and contri-
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Table 3.7.l 

Bogong lligh Plains Green Area 
Original Licensees, 1887 

Name 

O. Young 

A. Sharpe 

F.Faithful 

II.Faithful 

J.Gibson 

A.Woodside & 
D.Farrington 

Claes 

N.S. 

Selector 

? 

? 

Selector 

s.o. 
s.o. 

T.M.Hamilton s.o. 
T. B.Sheean 

A.Whyte 

T.McNamara 

S.H.Young 

W . llollonds 

M.liobbs 

P.Duane 

W.Wallace 

E.Brewer 

J .Pet.ersen 

W.Condon 

F .llo:x 

Selector 

Selector 

Selector 

N.S. 

Selector 

s.o. 
Selector 

Selector 

Selector 

N.S. 

Selector 

N.S. 

District of 
ltesidence 

Omeo 

Omeo 

Ovens 

Ovens 

Omeo 

Ovens 
Ovens 

~eo 

~eo 

Omeo 

Omeo 

Omeo 

Kiewa 

Kiewa 

Kiewa 

Kiewa 

Omeo 

Omeo 

Omeo 

Oineo 

Total area allotted to selectors 

Previous 
Access 

Yes 

Yes ~ 
Yes 

Yes 

? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Grazing 
.13lock 

L 

Q 

I 

J 

M 

H 

F 

s 
D 

A 

.B 

c 
E 

R 

G 

N 

0 

K 

p 

" " " t1 New Squatters and Station Owners 
Arca allotted to 15 new licensees 

" " t1 4 former tenants 

Held in 
1890 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yee 

No 

Yes 

Yee 

Yee 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

40,100 
33,800 
50,100 
23,800 

Comment 

Expanded holdings 
in later years 

Forfeited 1887/8 

Forfeited 1887/8 

Forfeited 1887/8 

Forfeited 1887/8 

Forfeited 1887/8 

Forfeited 1887/8 

Given up 1888/9 
.13rother of 
o. Young 

Forfeited 1887/8 

Forfeited 1887 

Forfeited 1887/8 

acres 
" 
II 

ti 

Per Head 
acres 

3,300 
4,800 
3,340 
5,950 

Source: Lands Dept. files for Omeo District (PHU); tiovcrnment Gazettes. 



Name 

Thomas llollonds~ 
& J. Stewart 

Stewart Wal lace 

J. Woodside 

John l!.'vans 

Table 3.7.2 

Bogong High Plains Green Area 
New Licensees 1~90-1891 

District of Area of Previous 
Class Reaidence run Access 

acres 

Selector Kiewa 5,000 Yes 

Selector Kiewa 3,000 Yes 

s.o. Kiewa 3,000 Yes 

s.o. Ovens 13,800 

Source: Government Gazettes 
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Comment 

Brother of 
W. Hollonds 

Brother of 
w. Wallace 

Brother of 
A. Woodside 
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buted to a number of boundary problems in later years when the 

high plains were more fully occupied. Many of those who discon-

tinued their licences were selectors (see Table 3. 7 .1) and 

~ltbough some of the continuing selectors were joined in 

following years by members of their immediate families, this 

really represented a consolidation by certain family groups, 

such as the llol lond•, rather than an influx of new faces. 

Moreover, in lieu of a demand for Bogong grazing blocks large 

pastoralists were given the opportunity to build up large 

holdings. For example, in 1892 a large portion of the plains 

"'as held by John !:.vans from Myrhee. But, as the 1890s pro-

gressed, a levelling process did take place which largely 

eliminated such holdings. For various reasons discussed below, 

new faces began to appear on the plains, and as there was little 

basis for agreement on the delimitation of grazing runs,
37 

stock were usually not confined to prescribed areas. Conse-

quently, over a period of, say, five to seven years the 

38 
Bogong High Plains came to be regarded as a common rather 

than a collection of mutually exclusive grazing rights . as was 

the case in other regions. In such circumstances the economics 

of holding a number of blocks on the broad Bogong plains was 

suspect. 

iii) Grazing Areas. The final provision of the 1884 Land Act per-

taining to high country grazing was Section 32, the Grazing 

Area lease . Theoretically, this provision provided enormous 

scope for introducing new graziers to the high country; in 

practice this did not work out. 

The areas classified Agricultural/Grazing were generally 

the lower high plains with longer growing seasons and greater 
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s t ocking capacities. However, Grazing Areas were of a rela-

tively small size (1,000 acres), were often distant from low-

land settlements, carried with them certain conditions of 

improvement, and ''ere located within large mountain runs which 

could possibly be held by resentful or unco-operative neigh-

39 
hours . Also, the area a grazier could select from a Grazing 

Area was strictly limited by means of a 320 acre ceiling plus 

a rider to account for land already selected . So for the 

grazier who had already selected his full quota of 320 acres, 

Section 32 offered merely the right to graze a relatively small 

area of rough and usually inaccessible country for an extended 

period. In some instances family groups pooled Grazing Areas, 

but the total area so derived could not compare with that of 

a Pastoral Allotment or Grazing lllock. Few Grazing Areas 

were leased individually nnd independently by new graziers. 

Section 32 was really a "method for lowland selection that 

was made available in sub-alpine country without adjustments for 

differing characteristics. In the high country it turned out to 

be a means by which run holders were able to entrench themselves 

on their old runs and secure the central points of their oper-

ations, especially the mustering grounds and paddocks. On the 

Hennison plains early Grazing Areas and associated selections 

were tnken by people dummying for C. S. Holme of Eaglevale 

Station and similarly Fred Box finnly secured part of his old 

Darbalary run by means of Section 32 . On the Dargo plains the 

Gow family of llarrietville, who acquired a number of Grazing 

Areas, represented one of the more successful of the few new 

introductions to the high country under this section. However, 

they also acquired the western half of the l>argo High rlains 
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under a Section 119 grazing licence corresponding to the former 

Beechers Hill run. Their improvements were located upon the 

Grazing Areas which became the focal point for the management 

of their much larger run. 

Thus only a portion of the land classified as .Agriculture/ 

Grazing in the sub-alpine regions was occupied as intended. 

Grazing Areas were located amidst a sea of Pastoral country and 

the greatest interest shown in them was from the run holders 

within whose runs they fell. 

Long Term Increase in Pastoral 
Occupation after 1884 

The size and composition of the high country grazing fraternity 

developed during the 1870s in response to: pressures generated on the 

lowland pastures; the impact of selection upon the squatting scene; the 

demand for grass as selection progressed up the main mountain river valleys; 

as entrenched mountain families multiplied; as mountain gold mining 

centres decayed and broad acre beef production became the most appropriate 

livelihood for remaining settlers. The effect of the 1884 Land Act was to 

break up old pastoral rune into smaller administrative units and thereby 

establish a basis for more intensive occupation. In the short term these 

units were re-acquired by former tenants but as time progressed new faces 

did appear on the scene, particularly after the mid-1890s. 

The invasion and partial decimation of . lowland pastures by rabbits 

after the late 1880s and early 1900s created a surge of interest in the 

relatively unaffected high country (see Chapter 4). To survive, or at 

least to preserve their standard of living, selectors and former squatters 

sought out the snow lands. Their position was similar in many respects to 

·the early station owners whose squatting rune were depleted by selections 

and who resorted to the high pastures by necessity. However, practical 
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opportunity to acquire runs (many areas were already licensed) limited the 

spatial distribution of these graziers. They were concentrated on · the 

Bogong High Plaine and in the mountains east of Mansfield; elsewhere 

their representation was faint . During the late l890s-early 1900s period, 

rougher and more inaccessible high areas which were previously unused were 

claimed along with other vacated mountain runs by large entrepreneurs as 

supplementary money making ventures. An example was the first recorded 

stocking of the liaw Baw plateau by Thomas Allen of Ten Mile, near 

Mansfield. Allen owned a number of hotels, grazing properties and a 

t . b . 40 car ing us1nees. Such business oriented occupations became quite 

common during the latter portion of the study period. In the late 1890s 

an infilling process therefore began and the number of high country 

graziers grew. By necessity and by opportunity more graziers began using 

the Alps. Established graziers retained their traditional summer pastures 

and new graziers also moved in and took advantage of the 1884 subdivision. 

The final phase of pastoral occupation occurred with soldier re-

settlement in the post-1918 era, when a substantial demand for high 

country runs was generated. This phase differed from preceding ones by 

the sheer number of new graziers it contributed and the new life it 

injected into the mountain grazing scene. The great post-war increase in 

the number of graziers was facilitated by the following factors: a ten-

dency towards run sharing; some limited run subdivision to accommodate 

returned soldiers; a natural breakdown of run agglomerations during the 

war and pre-war period and the subsequent availability of runs after 1918. 

Most of the new graziers were, however, not returned soldiers, and the 

surge of interest in the high country cannot be directly attributed to 

soldier re-settlement programmes. Rather, it is likely that the explan-

ation lies with improved econoruic conditions and possibly also a formal-

isation of some illegal occupancies that originated during the war period 

wheµ there was little competitive interest in the high runs. 
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The growth in occu~ation during the 1920s, while being substantial, 

was to some extent inhiuited rather than facilitated by Government. This 

was because the grazing unit subdivision which defined the size and nwnber 

of rune availaolc had not lieen greatly altered since 1884 and was not re-

assessed in the light of new <lemands. There was a general rcvi ew of 

mountain grazing blocks in 190841 but this only represented a small and 

localised enlargement of the ceiling number of runs . The ceiling was not 

reviewed across the board after 1918 and the consequent scarcity of runs 

very probably inhibited and retarded what may have been an even larger 

post-war growth in the high country fraternity (see Figure 4.7);
2 

Another limiting influence, probably of lesser import, was a 

decision within the Government Administration, after 1911, to prohibit 

further selection of isolated lands in the snow country. Existing Grazing 

~ea leases were allowed to run their course but new ones were not issued. 

This decision was made with the knowledge of the failure of preceding 

settlement inducemente (via Section 32 leases) in the high country and 

in 1·csponse to new legislation which ignored this failure and aimed to 

promote further selection of Crown lands. The 1911 Land Act was framed 

by legislators who were strongly committed to populating the countryside 

(see Chapter 5) and in support of their objectives the statutes were 

altered to enable selection of Grazing Areas . in lands formerly classed 

43 
"Pastoral". In effect this change opened the way, once again, for 

isolated and piecemeal selection, a process the Administration bad con-

sidered undesirable in 1884 and to which it was still strongly opposed in 

the 1900s. The new internal policy thus emerged to counter the unfavour-

able implications of the 1911 legislation. 
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Chapter 4 

USING THE HIGH COUNTRY 

Growing Dependence on }.fountain Grasslands 

Decline of Mining 

In the earliest days the high lands were not managed for grazing 

on a regular basis. Where altitude is comparatively low, and where 

approaches arc gentl~, cattle were .able to wander between the high and 

low pastures according to the seasonal climatic conditions; they would 

find their way to the greener snow grasses during the summer and would be 

forced down to the lower pastures by the winter snows. 1 In other areas, 

where small numbers of stock were placed on high lands to demonstrate 

o1'nership, the high country was functionally independent of the runs. 

Cattle were often left to fend for themselves and in the absence of 

regular human contact soon became wild . 

Regular and widespread utilisation of the high country followed 

the discovery of gold and the establishment of mountain mining centres . 

Butchers on the goldfields sought fat cattle for slaughtering and nearby 

graziers geared themselves to meet this demand . Those graziers with 

access to high pastures were often able to produce fats as their cattle 

could be kept on green feed for most of the year and came off the tops in 

better condition than stock that had spent the summer season in the drier, 

forested hill country. They generally sold two to three year olds, re

taining some of the cows for breeding and Milking. Dairy products were 

also sold to the miners and for this reason shorthorns - a multi-purpose 

breed - were the moat n11propriate stock to curry. 

As time went by, the original mountain squatters east of Omeo, the 

Pendergnsts and O'H.ourkes, began to rely more heavily upon the high country 

57 
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as their rune wer e divided amongst thei r descendants, and new squatters 

tended also to rely more upon the high lande for their income as the 

mountain mining industry crumbled away and with it the ancillary services 

that many of them bad provided . The same process of gradually increasing 

reliance was evident amongst selectors who began to use the high country 

at a later date under the provisions of the 1884 Land Act. 

Advancement of Settlement 

~rly selectors using the mountain range were often extended 

families who pooled their selection capabilities and worked on a partner-

ship basis. To them the runs initially provided an opportunity to broaden 

their economic base, but recession in the mid-1890s, further decline in 

mining activity, 2 and the subsequent rabbit plague, pushed them towards a · 

condition of dependency . As an example, the Doyle family, comprising 

three brothers, their spouses and three sisters, selected at Bindi in 

1877 and concentrated on producing grain, potatoes, wool and milk for 
3 

local consumers and the Bairnsdale market~ The Nunnet graEing run, a 

4 
tract of low altitude snow country, was used for growing beef cattle, 

and provided an additional string to their bow. They also had bullock 

teame carting goods between Omeo and Dairnsdale and a stock and station 

l) 
agency in Omeo. However, by the turn o! the century the agency bad 

folded up and rabbits had reduced the productive capacity of the lowland 

selections to such an extent that pert of the family was obliged to take 

the dairy herd up to Nunnett for the summer period (see below). 

In other casee, gold miners who had taken out selections broadened 

their interests by occupying available high lands for graEing. Similarly, 

stockmen and other employed farm hands looked to the high country in 

association with low bush runs or small selections to supplement their 

incomes. Their reliance upon the uplands increased as mining activity 

in the mountain region subsided, and because these people on~y began with 
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small numbers of stock, they tended to work in co-operation with others. 

The distribution of runs held by early selectors was related to 

the availability of unoccupied snow country and the type of primary 

industry undertaken on the adjoining low country. The larger selecting 

families were located in the Omeo district where broad acres had been 

opened for selection in the late 1870s, and east of here some high areas 

were available for grazing. Elsewhere, where opportunities for selecting 

close to the high country were limited by the broken nature of the country

side, the available high runs were used by stockmen and miners seeking 

supplementary income. 

These new part-time mountain graziers joined the new squatters and 

station owners during the 1880s and early to mid-1890s and contributed to 

a relatively slow but steady growth in the distribution and intensity of 

high country grazing; stocking rates increased as graziers became more 

dependent upon the high pastures for their livelihood. These increases 

occurred gradually during the 1870s and for a decade after the introduction 

of the 1884 Land Act. But in the late 1890s there was a surge of interest 

which added to the volume of stock and number of graziers using the high 

country. Rabbit infestations were responsible for this surge. 

The .Habbit Plagu9 

The decline of mining was a gradual process which operated over a 

number of decades, slowly squeezing fanners and others into beef · 

growing. But the infestation of the low country lands by rabbits was 

dramatic and forced graziers to search for quick solutions to the sudden 

shortage of fodder. The threat posed by rabbits had been recognised before 

the 1884 Land Act was formulated, but the intention of the Hill to encour

age occupation as a solution to the infestation of Crown lands •was amiss; 

farmers had an uphill battle keeping the rodents off their selection 

paddocks, let alone the broad acre runs. 
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Rabbits spread through the mountain region in a clockwise and 

centripetal manner; problem nwnbere were experienced in the Mansfield 

district in the late 1880s
6 

and finally reached North Gippsland at the 

~ 7 
turp ~~t the century; a minor path of infestation was in a southerly 
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I ~ . 

dirbition from Monaro to East Gippsland. The explanation for this phenom-
1 . 

enon may possibly be attributed to major points of liberation in the Port 

Phillip region, and the thick forests and swampy lands of West Gippsland 

which would not have provided ideal habitats for the pests and may there-

fore have retarded their movement eastwards. Instead, the rabbits, like 

the early squatt~rs, spread throughout the good grasslands before tackling 

the poorer pastures of the mountain forests. 

The intensity and severity of the problem is indicated by the 

following report of control measures undertnken by station owner and high 

country grazier, J. C. H. Graves of Mansfield, in 1895, six years after 

rabbits invaded his property: 

J. C. H. Graves informs us that he had 13 men working to destroy 
rabbits at Mt. ~attery station proper (1200 acres} and in five weeks 
had dug out 11,000. rabbits, not counting those fumigated in their 
burrows ••• the 1200 acres were poi3oned six times this year before 
Graves started the men digging out. 

The impact of the rabbit plague upon farmers and graziers was 

obviously enormous. The productivity of their lands was reduced markedly 

and in attempting to control the pest valuable capital was used up. ~fore-

over, financial problems thus caused were accentuated because, in most 

cases, rabbit infestation coincided with, or followed closely upon the 

heels of, economic recession. Consequently the viability of many grazing 

enterprises came into queetion. 10 

Cold, snowbound winter conditions precluded rabbit infestations of 

all but some of the lower altitude snow country so the high range became 

infinitely more valuable for .grazing. Existing run holders became even 

more dependent on it and new graziers took possession of the remaining 

available tracts for pennanent "rabbit relief" summer grazing. The latter 
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group were concentrated on the &gong High Plains, because of ite -
unofficial status as a common, and the high mountains east and south-east 

of Mansfield which had not previously been fully occupied. Elsewhere 

there was little scope for new pastoralists because most grazing blocks 
' 

had been licensed and the Administration was not responsive enough to 

effect a finer sub-division. 

Methods of Beef Growing 

Breeding 

Breeding, as opposed to buying, was the original and most wide-

spread method of beef growing in the high country. But just how the 

breeders used the mountain pastures varied according to their dependence 

upon them and this, of course, varied with the type of grazier. 

Station owners such as T. M. llamilton, who had many acres of 

improved lowland, used the high plains mainly for summer relief when the 

11 home paddocks were parched. The need for additional sum:ier grass fluc-

tuated by the year. For example, in 1885/86 cattle from :&\say Station 

12 were grazed on the Bogong High Plaine from early December to late ~fay, 

while in 1895 stock were only grazed there from February to late April.13 

Hamilton normally stocked the high plains with young cattle, representing 

a minor proportion of his total beef herd: in 1885/86 only 302 of Ensay'e 

2,000 stock (approximately one seventh) were depastured on the high 

plaine14 and in 1895 only 380 out of 3,500 (approximately one tenth) were 

eo depastured. The Dogong plains were actually only peripheral to the 

overall operations of F.nsay, which was primarily a sheep station, and in 

the early 1890s carried upwards of 50,000 merinos.
16 

None of these sheep 

were taken to the high plains. Moreover, Thomas Hamilton had little to 

do with the runs llimself and engaged Osborne Young, new squatter and 

f 11 . 1 . 1 . h . B 17 
e ow high p a1ns icensce, to mauage 18 ogong run. Station owners 

in other districts who had similar arrangements included J . C. H. Graves 
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(Mt. Dattery Station and the upper King River country}
18 

and 

Charles Abrahm (Tawonga Station nnd Bogong High Plains).
19 
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To most mountain graziers, however, the high country meant more 

than just swnmer relief and in many cases, especially after the coming 

of the rabbit, it was the prime country. Normally it •as used in con-

junction with low bush runs and cleared paddocks of unimproved pasture 

which carried the herd through till the winter snows melted. Where 

possible the young stock were wintered in the bush with the breeders 

being kept on the cleared paddocks . Graziers who had enough good country 

were able to retain the bulls and other valued stock at the home property 

all year round, moving the young bush stock and later the cows and calves 

to the tops for summer. Petersen Brothers from Omeo and the Gibsons from 

Benambra were amongst those who operated in this way. Dut smaller graziers 

who relied almost entirely upon licensed Crown lnnds often had to move all 

their stock to the high plains where calving, branding and joining were 

carried out. Fencing was employed, for example, on the Dargo High Plains 

by the Gow and Treasure familie.. Unfortunately, on the Bogong plains, 

where the location of grazing block boundaries was open to debate, few 

fencing works were undertaken so breeding activities could not be con

trolled satisfactorily, to the disadvantage of all licensees. 20 Neverthe-

less, the quality of high plains cattle was remarkably good throughout 

the region, and when marketed, at three and five years old, they were well 

sought after by fatteners. 

In the early years when cattle were sold at local mining centres 

for slaughtering, quality would not have been a real issue in the face of 

scarcity. But as the local demand for fatt contracted throughout the 

1880s and 1890s and graziers had to sell store cattle in a more ~ompeti-

tive market environment, the quality of herds improved and the high 

country became renowned for the class and quick fattening properties of 

its stock. Noted cattle man, Sir Sidney Kidman, referred to the mountain 

i . I 

I 
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grown Herefords of Gibson Brothers, Benambra, as the best line of 

21 
Herefords he bad ever seen. 

As the market changed so did the breed of cattle. Herefords became 

popular as the emphasis on beef production developed and by the early 

1900s they were the predominant breed throughout the mountain region. 

They were regarded as specialist beef cattle and more able to handle the 

cold alpine conditions than shorthorns. Station owners and the larger 

scale new squatters had been producing for the large store markets early 

in the piece
22 

and undoubtedly they set the pace in choosing Herefords. 

However, other bree~s had their stalwarts, hence Red Polls owned by 

J. C. H. Graves were often found in the upper King River area prior to 

the 1920s
23 

and cattle emanating from Ensay Station were normally short-

24 horns. 

Dealing 

While alpine beef growing was basically characterised by cattle 

breeding, at times, and in some localities, the purchasing and growing of 

young stock was more common. Of course at opportune times in dry years 

run holders throughout the region would acquire small numbers of cheap 

stock and hold them in anticipation of higher autumn prices. But such 

speculation was conducted on a relatively low level. 

In the 19th century large scale speculative transactions were the 

realm of a few large station owners who had their fingers on the livestock 

pulse of Victoria and other colonies, particularly New South Wales and 

Queensland. Advice given to T. M. Hamilton in 1883 indicates that the 

Bogong High Plains were used for sizable sheep transactions by Ensay 

Station from 1875 to the early 1880s; in the following quotation the 

probable mode of operation is described and its inter-regional aspect 

underlined: 

I see you have given up the idea of buying sheer for the top or 
high plain country. Owing to the shortness of grass in Riverina it 
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Table 4.1 

Dealers in the High Country, 1900-1920 

Name District Area Used Date 

w. Hoskin & l~. Dale Mansfield Mt.Skene-Mt. Sunday 1930 ~ 

F. Klingsporn and Mansfield Mt. Hull er, King llilly early 1900s--. 
family Upper King 

J • .Barclay and Mansfield The Bluff 1909-1914 
J. Bullock 

W.F. & G. Lovick Mansfield Mt. Cobbler and 1903-+ 
Upper King 

J. Lovick Mansfield Mt. Bull er 1919-+ 

Phillips & Ri. tcbi e-. Mansfield Howitt and Hryce 1914-1934 
Wonnangatta Syndicate Plains 

J. Lawler Ovens Hothnm & Hogong mid-1890s-
High rlains 1909 

P. McCoy Omeo Nunniong 1910. ~ 

:r. Duane Ovens Bogong High Plains 1890s-1920s 

J. Lewie Ovens Mt. Cobbler mid-1890s-
(Moyhu) 1902 

Source: Personal Communication (various) - see Bibliography 



would be a very good season to buy in Mnnaroo as that is partly 
their outlet and prices will certainly be low. l think you are 
doing wrong not to try 400 or 500. You cannot but make money 
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out of them. It is only a question of how much ••• a~ed wethere 
would suit best ••• However l will not try to rcrsuade you against 
your will. Store bullocks have not been selling quite so well 
lately but will get better later on I suppose.2 

Monaro sheep were considered the most appropriate as they came 

from a cold enviromnent and would not be adversely affected by the 

climatic fluctuations of the Bogongs. Hamilton decided against buying 

sheep but he did choose to dabble in cattle on a small scale, though 

apparently with some difficulties. For example, in January 1891 he 

purchased 480 shorthorn bullocks at the. Wodonga saleyards and had them 

driven to paddocks on the Cobungra High Plains being sublet from 

A. H. Sharpe. By April the cold conditions were adversely affecting the 

stock which had been bred in Queensland and were unable to acclimatise. 26 

This expose; indicates that Hamilton was not familiar with the mechanics 

of large scale stock speculation and there is no record of him buying on 

a large or continuing basis. 

There were undoubtedly other isolated high country graziers, 

primarily station owners, who bought and sold stock in the early years 

but have escaped the records. Generally, however, mountain graziers were 

not involved because either they were not specialist pastoralists or they 

did not have sufficient resources. 

After 1877 speculative buying of inter-colony stock was probably 

partially restricted by the imposition of Stock Tax which raised the 

ground price of livestock and so limited the opportunity of many mountain 

graziers to participate in buying and selling. Stock Tax was a levy 

placed on sheep and cattle entering Victoria and was designed to protect 

local breeders from inter-colony competition. It was introduced in the 

late 1870s to encourage land ·settlement and raise revenue.
27 

It had been 

the practice for sheep and cattle bred in the ltiverina and Queensland to 

be driven down to Victoria for fattening and selling at Newmarket, 
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Melbourne. Stock were bred on a larger scale and at a lower cost north 

of the Murray and could be sold in Victoria at a low price which threat

ened the viability of small graziers, especially those from marginal areas. 

The imposi~ion of the border tax was therefore designed to lift prices and 

give tbe small man a better chance to compete. Speculative buying and 

selling depended upon the availability of cheap, young cattle which could 

be held and grown for a season or two and then resold at a higher price. 

It waa important that purchased store cattle be cheap because of the 

regular losses incurred through poor acclimatisation, adverse weather and 

unfamiliarity with the unfenced mountain range.28 Stock Tax raised the 

price of cattle, thereby making the option of buying and selling less 

attractive. 

Other contributory factors at least equally as important as 

Stock Tax also operated to retard the develoJWI!ent of dealing. To be 

successful, graziers needed to assess accurately the adaptability of 

stock to the cold mountain environment as .well as having a good specialist 

knowledge of regional mnrkets and climatic conditions. Until the early to 

mid-1890s the former skill was not fully evolved because regular high 

country grazing was still in its formative years; the latter talents were 

not well developed because many high country graziers were only in cattle 

growing on a part-time basis. 

Stock Tax was abolished at Federation in 1901, about which time 

dealing emerged with particular spatial and structural characteristics. 

This was also the period in which the rabbit infestation of the whole 

mountain region was approaching completion and new grasslands were being 

sought out. Dealing was concentrated in the western sector of the Alps, 

generally in the Mansfield district where high pastures were still avail

able, and was conducted by Crown tenants who were located on the mountain 

fringe, who had little or no paddock country, and who looked to the high 

country for much of their income. It was conducted on a local basis 
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rather than inter-regionally and was based upon growing stock rather than 

making a quick profit within a single season. Dealing was a means of by-

passing the breeding stage for those small graziers who did not have 

sufficient lowlands and was favoured because young animals eat less grass 

than cows and calves and therefore enabled more marketa ble stock to be 

carried on the runs. 

29 Young cattle, generally two to three year old bullocks, were 

bought at spring sales iri the i mmediate district and at nearby centres 

such as Wodonga and Euroa and 'fllaced straight on to the snow country 

until autumn. They were then mustered off the tors with the saleable 

three to four yenr olds being taken to market and the remainder 

depastured on lower timbered hills and valleys for winter. Roadside 

reserves in settled areas also provided some valuable winter pasture. 

Most bought stock were resold .as stores after approximately 18 months, 

depending upon the market conditions. Dealing operations were usually 

conducted by extended families or partnerships as it was difficult for 

single small graziers to manage buah runs and conduct the buying single-

handed . 

A typical example · of a s1nall cattle dealing operation was that of 

George Hoskin and Richard Dale of Jamieson. Hoskin held land at Mi tchella 

Creek which he worked with his brother Robert as a mixed farm up unti l 

approximately 1913, after which time he resided at Jamieson and managed 

the Mi tchells property for cattle raising only. However, in the absence 

of frequent huma~ contact cattle bred at ~itchells became increasingly 

difficult to handle so Hoskin teamed up with Dale and went into dealing: 

Dale did the buying and Hoskin and family wor~ed the runs which comprised 

the old home selection, adjoining bush country and the nearby snow lands 

30 k d around Mt. Skene and Mt . Sunday. Dale was an astute judge of stoc an 

he generally bought Herefords and Shorthorns. They frequently averaged 

250 - 300 head, although at times close to 400 were depastured on thei r 

31 
rune. 
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One of the larp;est and most notable dealing enterprises was born 

in 1914 when station owners Arthur Phillips and Geoff Ritchie of Mansfield 

purchased \Yonnangatta Station. 'fhe station was mnnaged by Jim &relay who 

did the spri~g buying, nonnally at Wodonga or in the Ri verina. Stock were 

then walked to Wonnangntta where they were grazed on the high plains for 

the summer and on the oroad flats of the Wonnangatta valley during the 

winter. Up to 300 or 400 bullocks would be bought each year and held 

witil market prices improved. Then they were sold locally at Mansfield 

or Alexandra. The station would carry approximately 700 head through 

th . 32 
e winter. 

Dealing was also carried out regularly to a limited extent in the 

1920s by high country graziers based in North Gippsland, particularly the 

Heyfield-Mnffra area. These cattlemen were basically oreeders but they 

also bought young cattle, bred in the Omeo district, for growing on the 

bush and high country runs. Omeo cattle were suitable for putting in the 

mountains as they were used ·to cold climatic conditions and they were sold 

after two years or so, usually as stores. 

Dealing, whether for growing or short-term speculative :rurposes, 

continued into the 1930s, disr.laying a definite concentration in the high 

lands east of Mansfield. Gradually it became less popular as small 

graziers imrroved the size and quality of their lowland paddocks and 

becrune more able to breed their own cattle. Breeding was regarded as 

desirable as it dampened the fluctuations in, and uncertainties about, 

profitability, by at least partially replacing the market place as the 

source of young stock. 'fhe Great Depression also played a role in the 

decline of dealing by squeezing some of the principal dealers, such as the 

\Yonnangatta Syndicate, out of business. 33 However, limited buying and 

growing continued to survive in North Gippsland as a manifestation of 

inter-regional specialisation. 
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Other Stock in the High Country 

Horses 

Horses were introduced to the high country by some of the earliest 

squatters as they were always valuable for stock work and general transport. 

Pioneer squatters such as the O'Ilourkes are known to have run mobs of 

h . h . 34 d h l · 1 h . orses in t e mountains an t e ear y occurrence of w1 d orses in areas 

35 such as the upper King ltiver indicate unrecorded occupancies of squatters. 

Throughout the succeeding years most pastoralists grazed at least a few 

horses on the tops with their cattle, but occasionally they had a serious 

commercial interest. 

A small annual demand of approximately 2,000-3,000 bead for artill

ery and cavalry remounts emanated from lndia36 and from the mid-1880s to 

World War I this market was well served by graziers from Omeo and Gippslaod, 

some of whom were regular contributore.
37 

Horses were purchaged by the 

Indian Government in India so producers or their agents were responsible 

for shipping to the main buying centres at Calcutta, Dombay and Madras. 

Some large Gippsland breeders sold direct to India and organised transport 

individually; in other cases, where graziers did not aim specifically at 

the Indian market, or where the number of horses they produced was small, 

they sold to specialist buyers who attended local sales. The most notable 

high country horse breeder was Osborne Young who is said to have had 

between 300 and 600 head running at times on the .tk>gong High Plains and 

h . d . . . B d . . 38 
is a Joining un aramunJie run. He specialised in horses rather than 

cattle and sold large mobs annually at Sale; some mobs also found their 

. l I d. 39 
way direct y to Melbourne for shipping to n ia. 

Horses presented a fundamental management difficulty when grazing 

the high plains: while cattle will head for the low country with the 

onset of snow, horses will often travel on to higher and higher ground 

and may ultimately perish through exposure.
40 

This danger was particu-
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larly real if mustering was delayed till late autumn. Nevertheless, wild 

horses originating from saddle stock or mobs bred for the local or Indian 

markets have been able to surviv~ in the high country for well over a 

century. They are nonnally found on the lower and more dissected lands 

where winters are not so severe and where the access between snow and low 

lands is not difficult. 

Dairy Cattle 

There are only two known examples of dairying in the snow country, 

on the Dargo High Plains during the gold era and on the Nunnet plain after 

the turn of the century. Obviously the major commercial difficu~ty was 

the distance of the high plains from markets and this generally mitigated 

against development of the activity. 

In the case of the former area, people were living on, or immedi-

ately adjoining, the high plains all year round, milking cows for their 

own domestic needs and for local mining residents. In the early 1890s 

the Treasure family milked approximately 30 cows. 41 On the Nunnett plain, 

commercial dairying was carried out by Thomas Doyle and family for a 

season or two in approximately 1904/05 following disastrous rabbit infest-

ations of their selections at Bindi, 15 lan away. A hut and milking 

' 
shed were constructed and about 20-35 cows were milked, with cream being 

transported by wooden sledge 40 kilometres to the Swifts Creek butter 

factory, three times weekly. 42 

Sheep 

The earliest record of sheep grazing concerns the llogong High 

Plains and speculative ventures of Ensay Station during the 1870s.
43 

But 

regular sheep grazing did not occur unti 1. the early 1900s when it became 

apparent in the Mansfield district. After shearing, young sheep intended 

for sale as stores "'er~ placed on the ·iops ti 11 autumn when they were 

returned to the home pa,ldocks .or sent to market. This practice wae only 
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carried out on a small scale and was confined to the more substantial 

· amall graziers who were able to engage shepherds for the entire SUDDller 

or absorb the inevitable losses which occurred without supervision. 

Franz Kli~gsporn was the principal participant, having sheep on Mt. Buller 

from about 1905 to 1918 and subsequently on Mt. Koonika for another few 

44 
years. 

The Bogong High Plains were also frequently used for sheep in the 

present century, though only in dry years when lowland paddocks became 

parched. Tongio Station, owned by the Johnson family, held grazing blocks 

after 190845 as insurance against dry years and supplied the greatest 

46 
numbers; other small graziere also grazed sheep on the high plains 

from time to time. 

A number of practical problems ensured that high country sheep 

grazing did not become widespread. Dingos and wild dogs posed the 

greatest threat as they could easily disperse a flock and inflict casual-

ties. Difficulties also arose when early snows preceded autumn mustering 

and caused serious losses or required shepherds to rescue individual 

47 sheep. Scrubby country presented further problems as it complicated 

shepherding and provided entanglements for the sheep's wool which helped 

detract from their overall value. Consequently, the open plain country 

or bald mountain tops were the most appropriate places for sheep grazing. 

In the western high country sheep grazing was discontinued after 

the early 1920s ~s prices rose and losses became less tolerable. On the 

other hand, the Bogong High Plaine continued to be used in dry years until 

1945 when depasturing of sheep thereon was prohibited.
48 

Drought Relief Grazing 

The volume of stock depastured in the high country each summer 

fluctuated from year to year in response to prevailing weather conditions. 

In dry years licensees would place more of their own stock on the high 
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Flains and would often also accept for agistment other local stock 

belonging to friends or relatives, or would buy speculatively. The 

period and amplitude of these fluctuations depended upon the pattern 
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and severity of drought conditions. Localised droughts resulted in com

paratively gentle increases in stocking as the number of properties aff

ected was limited and alternative agietment could be acquired in neigh

bouring districts. It should be noted that of the localised droughts, 

those affecting Omeo Shi-re had the greatest implications for the high 

country: mountain pastures bordered these lowlands in all directions 

and were more closely and conveniently situated than alternative paddocks 

in other districts. 

Periodically, extremely severe and widespread droughts occurred 

which were of sufficient breadth and intensity to have implications 

throughout much of the mountain region, even though they were often not 

directly experienced there. Such droughts in 1884/85, 1902/03 and 1914/15 

resulted in large influxes of stock from outside regions which boosted 

high country stocking rates exponentially, so to speak. The most attract

ive areas for extra-regional drought relief were the open grassy plateaux, 

such as the Bogong High Plains; other more wooded tracts such as the 

upper Buchan River were also sought out in desperate times. Figure 4.5 

indicates the occurrence of extra-regional droughts and the recipient 

areas for starving stock. 

In lean times graziers were free to tender for vacant grazing 

blocks and this was a means whereby some, especially the more wealthy 

stockowners, were able to acquire relief country. However, in dry years 

unoccupied blocks were soon snapped up, and, moreover, some of the most 

suitable high areas for relief grazing were held under broad ranging 

grazing licences, by only a handful of graziers. The scope for acquirin& 

pasture in this way was therefore limited and up till the early 1900s 

drought relief country was largely organised directly and openly between 
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the licensed run bolder and the owner of starving stock. Commonly, the 

stock owner either bought the rights to a run for a specified term, or 

arranged agistment with the licensee. The former procedure was often 

required of unfamiliar extra-regional stock owners, while the latter, a 
I 

more casual and flexible arrangement, was often available to neighbouring 

drought stricken graziers. 

Following the 1902/03 drought, the Government curtailed sub-

letting of licensed runs and the principle was established that all de-

pasturing of starving stock not belonging to the licensees had to be 

conducted through official channels. The Lands Department was to be 

informed of all proposals and reserved the right to object. This bureau-

cratisation of procedure was brought about by a public scandal in 1903 in 

which the Minister for Lands resigned over accusations of unethical profit

eering. 49 Sub-letting had never been officially permitted but apparently 

50 
this was not widely understood and general practice was to the contrary. 

After this date it is believed that depasturing of large mobs of starving 

stock would have been conducted via the Lands Departmen~, although contin-

ual small-scale sub-letting would undoubtedly have continued to a less 

prominent extent at the local level.
51 

The Government forthwith main-

tained an interest in relief grazing. With further occupation of Public 

lands less country was available for depasturing starving stock and-during 

t d h . l" . l . 52 acu e roug ts emergency arrangements were a po iti.ca issue. The 

official ways of dealing with starving stock applications, adopted after 

1903, were: to agree to a consenting licensee taking on stock without 

charge; to make unlicenced land available; or to issue permits for 

grazing on already licenced land. The first two methods were commonly 

practised, but the third was apparently only used during the 1914/15 

drought when the Minister for Lands issued a handful of permits to agist 

starvers on the llogong High Plains-Mt. llotbam area. 53 

During localised droughts, high country grazing management 
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remained in the hands of licensees with whom arrangements for depnsturing 

stock were made. Authority relationships remained unchanged even though 

the nature and intensity of stocking, and the number of people involved, 

departed from the nonn. For example, in the 1907/08 drought William 

Hollonds of llenambra arranged relief grazing for neighbours on bis Tambo 

54 
North run, and being the organiser and overseer of this arrangement his 

authority in the field was not challenged. He was doing the right thing 
/ 

t' 
by needy neighbours and the drought stricken community benefited. Other 

run holders did likewise and hence the system of grazing occupancy was 

able to contribute positively to a crisis situation. 

On the other hand, the influx of unfamiliar pastoralists from 

other districts, particularly the New South Wales Riverina, disturbed 

authority relationships during extra-regional droughts and bad an un-

settling effect upon the security of regular small high country graziers. 

These large-scale pastoralists had thousands of starving stock and were in 

desperate need of grass; they paid scant attention to the requirements of 

regular graziers and took grass where they could, either by successfully 

tendering for available grazing blocks or making private arrangements. 

Their stock flooded over many of the high plains, often with disregard for 

boundaries and at the expense of the regulars whose confidence in the 

55 
tenure arrangements was consequently shattered. 

The Itiverina pastoralists were basically sheep ruen and in serious 

and widespread drought Victoria provided their only outlet for relief 

. 56 
grazing. The country they visited was generally the northern flank of 

the Alps, stretching from Mt. Buffalo to Mt. Pinnibar and centring upon 

the Bogong-llotham area. The condition of their starvers was extremely 

poor and may help to exrlain their apparently ruthless desire for pasture. 

A large flock of starving sheep (numlJering 9,000) passed through 
Tallangatta ••• in search of grass. The animals for the most part 
were shockingly emaciated and weak, their gaunt hollow frames and 
tottering gait exciting generally pity from people in these parts 
who are not calloused by familiarity with such saddening sights. 
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Table 4.2 

Stnrving Stock in the High Country 
During Major Droughts 

Year: 1884/5 Drought Area: Riverina 

!lelief Country TyPe of St ock No. of Stock Owner 

Juffalo Plateau Sheep 9,000 - Cavanagh of NSW Riverina 

Bogong & liotham 
- Cobungra Sheep 11·, 000 • 'I 

Connnent: Estimated total of 30,000 sheep depastured in Dogong, Dargo 
and Hotham-Cobungra high country. 

Year 1902/03 Drought Area: Riverina 

lleli ef Countrx: TlJ2e of Stock No. of Stock Owner 

Hotham Sheep 8,000 F.E.'\\hitehead,Urana,NSW 

llogong Sheep 7,150 George Bell, Basin Creek, 
Yackandandah 

.. Sheep 15,000 - AlcCulloch,NSW Riverina 
(possibly) 

" Sheep 4,000 - lHaimey, II " 
llogong/Hotbam Sheep 2,oool ? 

Cattle 300 

Baw Baw ? ? ., 

CollD'llent: l!:stimated total of 40,001) sheep depastured on Bogong 
and Hothrun high country 



Table 4.2 (Continued) 

Year: 1908 Drought Area: Gippslond & Omeo 

Helie! Countr~ Tn!e of Stock No . of Stock Owner 

).loroka Sheep ? Agisted by licensees 

Nunniong Sheep ? Starving stock directed 
there by Lands Dept. 

Bo gong Sheep & cattle ? Agisted by licensees 

Cobungra " " 'I II " " 

Comment: All mountains around Omeo received lnrge numbers ' of 
local sheep and cattle. The l.sogong High rlains 
carried 12,000 head of cattle (as well as sheep) 
which was approximately three times its usual number. 

Year: 1914/15 Drought Area: ltiverina, Omeo, 
N.E. Victoria · 

lteli ef Country Tn!e of Stock No. of Stock Owner 

Bo gong 

" .. 

llotham/Bogong 

llotham/Cobungra 

Dorgo 

Cobungra 

Nunniong 

Sheep 

" 
" 
It 

.. 
• 
.. 
.. 

2,000 .... 

'I 

'l 

9,000 

1,000 

2,000 

s,ooo 
? 

George llell, Basin Creek, 
Yackandandah 

Clarke liros., .Hurramine 

J.S.McCulloch, Rudde Point, 
NSW 

1" • .!::. \\11i tehead, Urana, NSW 

Thos .tlallintine, ? 

R. Scott, Goree, NSW 

J. C. Scott, Goree, NSW 

? 

Comment: Betimated total of 40,C>UO sheep depastured on llogong aud 
Botham high country 

Sources: A.O., O.S., Whitehead 'Papers, lands Department Records, 
Pere. Com . 
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Table 4.3 

F. E. Whitehead, Butherwah Station, Urana, N.S.\V. 

Starving Stock Arrangements, 1902 

Total Number of Sheep 

Severity oi' Drought 

Relief Pasture Secured 

Organizational rroblems 

~umber of Stock Moved 

·Transport 

November, 1902 24,000 
I 

Described by Whitehead as "frightful"; See 
Figure 4.3; pre~arations for moving stock 
to agistment were made immediately after 
shearing lti-25 Septembe_r. 

i) Mt. Hotham country, Pastoral Allotment 3$ 
sub-let from J. Lawler, Freeburgh. 

ii) Native Dog, Pastoral Allotment 2E, 
apparently successfully tendered for. 

iii) Paddock at Umeo district, possibly on 
Cobungra High Plains, arranged through 
stock agent. 

Inoculation of stock at the Victorian border 
(Albury). 
Rail charges: full rates had to be paid as 
stock were leaving N.s.w. 

18,500 sheep (11,000 to Native Dog mid-October, 
7,000 to Hotham in late November). 
80 head of horses and several hundred head 
cattle to Omeo. 
To cut costs, 1600 sheep belonging to a 
neighbour at Urnna, ifr. Newton, were also 
taken (l,000 to Hotham, 600 to Native Dog). 

Stock railed from Lockhart, N.S.W. to liright, 
then walked to the high country. 

j Casualties 

- All stock at destination by December 1902. 
Heturned to liutherwah March-April 1903. 

500 sheep dead in snowstonn on Hotham and 
700 at Native Dog 

Cost of Operations £ ·s • d. - Hot ham 1521 8 - Native Dog 1296 3 1t 
Omeo 305 2 6 

Total 3122 6 9j-

Source: Whitehead . Papers, SLY and Dutherwah, Urana. 



The stronger of the stock passed through about six hours ahead of 
the stragglers. Numbers of the first batch fell by the wayside; 

75 

of these, some were able to get up after a short rest, while several 
others died ~· here they dropped. A considerable number of the animals 
were young sheep - roany of them had never seen ~rass until crossing 
into Victorin, having been band fed previously - and these seemed to 
suffer more than the older members of the flock. The poor animals 
would lie dolYn to rest, or fall from sheer weakness and fatigue and 
would simply be uno.ble to rise again. When lifted up by the drovers, 
however, they would go along alright appearing all the better for 
their spell. later on in the afternoon the stragglers came along 
and it was easily seen that their weary march was nearly ended. The 
men ho.d a heavy job in saving numbers of sheep from drowning in the 
river, where they were 'being watered, the poor animals not having 
enough strength to extl!i1cate themselves from the riverside mud or to 
climb the bank after slaking their thirst. 'fhe tail end of the 
rapidly diminishing flock was indeed a pitiful sight. The sheep 
toiled la~oriously along, too weak to respond to the rounding "yap" 
of the trusty dogs, which seemed to know that soruethin~ was wrong 
and asserted their authority with a discretion and tolerance that 
were wonderful to behold. The faithful old stockhorse brought U'fl 

the rear, bearing on his back a sad burden of dead sheep, tuking no 
concern of their stiffened limbs dangling about his legs; the l'OOr 
brute was doubtless too used to this sort of thing to off er protest. 
It touched the humanity in people to see thousands of poor dumb 
animals dying of starvation; it brought home to us living in these 
parts the horrors of drought and its concomitant famine.57 

Once on the high plains there was plenty of grass and water, but 

the sheep were still not safe; cold snaps claimed many lives, esrecially 

on the Bogong lligh rlains58 and dingos were a constant source of irrita-

tion, making shepherding a necessity. 

Contemporary records provide an opportunity to examine, as a case 

study, the arrangements made for starving stock in 1902 by 1''. E. Whitehead 

of Butherwah Station, Urana - see Table 4.3. Whitehead engaged local 

stockmen from the Hright and Omeo districts to assist his own shepherds 

on the relief country and he made only a few brief trips to the high 

plains to ascertain the quality of pastures and later to oversee proceed-

ings. However, considerable time and resources were ploughed into the 

venture 1'·hich succeeded in carrying the station's livestock through what 

59 was regarded as a "fearful" drought. 

Drought had an obvious impact upon the level of stocking by 

adding sizably to the number of livestock "normally" depaetured in the 

high country by locnls. Pastoralists from the Riverina had the greatest 
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impact ae they operated on a large ecale and posseesed vaet numbere of 

etock. While the absolute number of starvers contributed to the region 

by such persone cannot now be definitely ascertained, as an indicator it 

is estimated that approximately 30,000 to 40,000 starving sheep were moved 

to the Bogong-Mt. Hotham area during each of the three major inter-regional 

dro~ghts - see Table 4.2. In the early years when the high plains were 

held by a handful of new squatter& or station owners and were not heavily 

etocked, the Riverina sheepmen had little difficulty obtaining pasture and 

had little adverse impact upon other high country graziers. But as fuller 

occupation deve~oped into the early 1900s, drought relief country became 

harder to acquire and sometimes friction with the small regular graziers 

occurred. This situation was most acute in 1914 when full occupation of 

po~ular areas had been reached and when dry conditions were also being 

experienced within the mountain region. 

Trends in Stocking Levels 

The growth in stocking the high country is believed to have roughly 

paralleled the varioue etages of occupation. Stocking wae obviously light

est in the pioneering days and rose as new squatters and selectors became 

involved and subsequently as mining contractions and rabbit infestations 

forced graziers into a reliance upon the high summer pasture. Once this 

process of occupation and .dependence had run its couree, the only long 

term changee in etocking levels were related to the improvement or 

enlargement of lowland selectione and the gradual expansion of breeding 

herds. Short term fluctuntions were caused by economic, climatic, and, 

at a local ecale, personal ci~cumstances, and did not represent etructural 

modifications to the general stocking levele. 

Estimating precise s~ockings during the above periods of . 

occuration and for individual unit areae is a highly dubious exercise in 

view of the surviving statistics. Only scant records remain, but they do 
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85 Figure 4 .7 OCCUPATION OF HIGH COUNTRY GRAZING RUNS, 1865-1935 
(excluding small allotments) 
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help to draw n general picture in conjunction with occupation trends. 

Thie is presented in li'igure 4. 7. 

lt is believed that during the study period regional stocking 

78 

levels were greatest in the late 1920s and early 1930s although it is clear 

that capacity levels were reached much earlier in some areas. This ia 

because the process of grazing occupation was not uniform over the region 

and tended to be more advanced in high areas ajoining mountain goldfielda. 

Other factors also affected the changing levels of high country stocking. 

Rabbit infestations of lower alpine areas such as the Nunniong plateau 

reduced the carrying capacity and thus had a retarding influence upon the 

regional growth rates. On the other band improvement of lowland pastures 

was a ~rimary reason for rising stocking levels, especially after 1930 

when the growth in high country occupancies had ceased. lt is believed 

that the latter factor was responsible for continuing increases in high 

country stocking beyond 1935 nnd into the 1940s, particularly on the 

Bogong High Plains. 

Some Common Management Features 

Capital Improvements 

Climatic conditions ensure that high country grazing can only be 

carried out for part of each year when the mountains are free of snow. 

During the study period, in practically all cases graziers• homesteads 

were located below the winter snow line and consequently there were few 

major carii tal improvements such as roads and houses that are associated 

with permanent human habitation. Even where the high plains were the 

principal pastures for small breeders, improvements were few and far 

between. 

To some extent this situation1.could be seen as a product of the 

temporary grazing tenure system which did not allow major land improve

ments such as clearing or cultivation and did not guarantee compensation 
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for other minor works such a~ fencing if a licensee was out-tendered for 

hie run. However, annual licences had been chosen above the leasing altern-

ative which was provided in the 1884 Land Act and the dearth of improve-

ments really reflected the fundamental intrinsic nature of high plains 

grazing - a broad acre, capital extensive activity adopted essentially to 

supplement lowland pastures. 

Time spent in the high country by graziers varied according to the 

size and nature of their operations. Small cattle breeders who relied 

heavily upon the snow country spent the most time there, and in some cases, 

for example on the Bogong lligh Flains, men were stationed on the tops to 

. t k 60 supervise s oc • In other cases where young bullocks were derasture~, 

stocknten made only short visits each two or three weeks. The overall 

historical time-span is also important here. Before the high lands were 

thoroughly known by graziers and before management practices had crystall-

ised over the whole region, there was a higher level of labour committed to 

stock work, and records indicate that cattle were constantly supervised in 

61 
a number of areas. In some such instances the runs were operated as out-

stations where a stockman or two would be charged with supervision for the 

summer period. However, as time passed, the need for continuous super-

vision became less obvious and adjustments were made. 

Improvements made were confined to small buts, fences and yards. 

Graziers who spent most time on the tops often built huts for shelter and 

to store equipment; where appropriate, small sections of strategically 

placed fencing were sometimes erected, in conjunction with topographical 

62 
features such as steep slopes and cliffs, to control stock movements; 

yards were also used for branding or for holding cattle overnight immedi-

ately before droving back to the lowlands. Additionally, larger holding 

paddocks were useful at autumn time for depositing mustered stock and 

holding them in relatively confined spaces till the end of the swmner 

season. However, such paddocks were not common until fencing wire became 
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avnilable and made enclosure relatively easy. Subsequently they became 

popular in the more wooded high areas where the location and rounding up 

of stock was most difficult. On the more open areas like the Bogong High 

Plains, mus~ered stock could generally be retained within sight on the 

broad, treeless sub-alpine valleys, hence fenced paddocks were not 

necessary. 

Prior to the 1890s, few of these minor improvements were evident. 

Huts and yards were built on high country selections, for example on Bryces 

Plain and the Cobungra High Plains, but they did not become common through-

out the high country until after the rabbit-induced dependency on mountain 

pastures occurred. Until then, stockmen would normally camp in canvas 

tents and before stock were returned to the lowlands a practice known as 

"tailing out" was often carried out. This involved stock being shepherded 

by day and night to prevent them from negating the muster by wandering back 

to the woodlands. Tailing out was superseded by the advent of holding 

paddocks. 

Salting 

Salting was a method of stock control which was particularly useful 

. . . · 1 l 1 . 63 d at mustering time. As the high country soi s are arge y organic, an as 

the streams are. fed by pure winter snows, the grazing environment is salt 

deficient and cattle living on the high plains display a partiality towards 

the compound. Strategically located salt troughs or "licks" were often 

used by graziers to control the location of cattle on the runs, and by 

training them to answer to the call "Salt", or some other signal, mustering 

the sub-alpine woodlands wae made much easier. It took a number of years 

to train a herd to answer so the practice was confined to breeder• who used 

the high country on a regular basis for cows and calves. The practice was 

very useful where rough topography or thick vegetation made mustering on 

horseback and with dogs difficult. 
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Burning 

Cool burning of the sub-alpine woodlands was an almost universal 

practice. liurning was intended to increase or maintain the carrying 

capacity of runs by encouraging growth of more palatable young grass shoots 

and by controlling the growth of scrub and heath. The practice was not 

necessary while stocking rates were low but it probably came into vogue 

once fuller occupation was reached in the 1890e. 

Every three years or so fire would be put through an area. This 

was normally done in autumn after the stock had been mustered and, once 

lit, fires were left to burn. In the right conditions they would smoulder 

through the forest floor and eventually burn themselves out or be 

extinguished by inclement weather . Autumn was the most popular time as it 

was the safest: the chance of fires getting out of hand was least, and 

being followed by winter snow -and rain, spring growth was guaranteed. But 

in some localised instances, for example on the Pinnibar plateau, spring 

burning was traditionally preferred to remove dead materials following 

from the snow season, as well as to remove scrub. 

Tenure Arrangements and Run Management 

In the earliest years of high country grazing, little attention was 

paid to obtaining tenure. Tenure was acquired only as interest developed 

during the gold era and often covered broad physiographic units. Subse

quently the mountains were sub-divided into smaller units under the 1884 

Land Act and this sub-division formed the basic framework under which full 

occupation took place. Licences were the most popular occupancies and 

were often held for long periods even though they were legally only of 

short term duration, being annually renewable. If interest was expressed 

in a run, the Administration could terminate the licence and invite tenders, 

and on· rare occasions this did happen, producing a fear of large pastoral

ists amongst small graziers in some areas. In the main, however, tenants 
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Table 4.4 

Court Cases Regarding High Country Grazing 

rarti ci pants 

R.Riggall vs. J.Mathieson 

J.C.H.Graves vs. W.F.Lovick 

A.Dibbin vs. J.Lawler 

D.Inge (Forest Officer) 
vs. J.Bullock 

Doyle Bros. vs.J.O.llolstein 

Date 

28.8.1895 

13.2.1904 

10.3.1905 
11.4.1905 

14.2.1923 

20.5.1896 

Source: M.C., A.O., O.S., G.M. 

Unit 

Mt.Wellington 

Upper King 

Bogong High 
Plains 

Upper King 

Nunniong 

l"orm of 
Tenure 

lease 

licence 

licence 

lease 

Case 

Claim for damages for 
trespass and driving 
of cattle 

Claim for damages and 
trespass: driving 
cattle across inform
ant's land with~ut 
giving notice 

Illegal impounding 
of cattle 

Unlawfully depasturing 
of stock on a Forest 
Reserve 

Trespass and damages 

- .. ·----- ''·-··. 

Issue 

Confusion over 
boundaries 

Imprecise 
boundaries 

Imprecise 
boundaries 

Illegal 
depasturing 

Disturbance of 
stock caused by 
shooting vermin 
on run 
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were not disturbed and over the years they developed a personal identity 

with the land and a sense of pastoral tradition, both of which tended to 

over-shadow the short term implications of the grazing licence concept 

and create and support the assumption that high country grazing was a 

right rather than a privilege. A corollary to this perceived right was 

that range management was the sole prerogative of the grazier. For much 

of the study period this asswnption went unchallenged. 

Where individual grazing blocks corresponded to physical units, or 

could be combined to encompass ouch units, runs were managed individually 

by their respective licensees. But where run boundaries did not correspond 

to identifiable physical features and were not fenced, licensees often 

worked with each other. The Bogong High Plains provide the classic 

example of co-operation in grazing management. Co-operation was important 

because of the fickle climate and the need to have all stock off the high 

plains before winter ~et in. Unfortunately, however, conflicts between 

graziers developed on occasions as a result of personality clashes, mis-

understandings and so forth, and in many cases they highlighted the arbit-

rary and imprecise delimitation and demarcation of boundaries. ~oundaries 

were not surveyed but were merely lines dra~-n on government plans and 

often bore little resemblance to topography. The Crown refused to take 

any part in disputes between tenants other than to state the legal situ-
64 

ation as set out in the statutes. Solution of differences, therefore, 

rested with conflicting parties or the courts (see -Table 4.4) . The Crown's 

attitude of non-involvement characterised its relationship with its ten-

ants: the Lands Department saw its role as administering the Land Act -

issuing occupancies - and any matters concerning land nse which did not 

infringe upon this narrow field were apparently considered to be .beyond 

the Department's interest or capabilities or resources. Consequently 

graziers could manage their runs virtually as they wished, short of 

directly removing the forest or disturbing the soil, and had absolute 



J>LATE XXX 

HUWIT'f HUT ON HOWITT "PLAIN, SNOWY RANGE, c.1918 
(I. Klingsporn) 



83 

discretion in determining stocking rates and practising cool burning. 

However, as the 20th century developed other government bodies 

became involved in the mountain region and some element of control over 

graziers' activities evolved. The Victorian Forests Commission emerged 

as a separate body from the Lands Department in 1908 and took an active 

interest in protecting the State's timber resources. The Commission was 

given administrative and management authority over gazetted Forest 

Reserves and a number of these fell within the high country (see Figure 3.4). 

It continued the syJc:tect of annual grazing licences but looked unfavourably 

upon the burning practices of' graziers, which were interpreted as a threat 

to timber resources . In an attempt to come to terms with this practice, 

a review of grazing licences was made in the early 1920s,
66 

which created 

considerable disturbance amongst moun~ain graziers in some districts, 

particularly at Mansfield where the area of Reserved Forest is quite 

extensive. Forest officers strove to eliminate burning and were prepared 

to revoke occupancies to this end. Surveillance was difficult because the 

mountains were unroaded and firing continued to occur east of Mansfield 

until 1934 when the system of licensed grazing blocks was replaced in that 

diatrict by an agistment arrangement under which graziers paid according 

to the number of stock they grazed on the high lands; they were allocated 

particular areas, but if fire occurred they were issued with a different 

area the next season so Rs to deprive them of the benefits of firing.
67 

This new arr11.ngcment did not interfere with depasturing per se but it did 

virtually eliminate burning and effected some control over stocking rates 

in the interests of the land. It also prevented sub-letting and made the 

high country more nvailable to small new stock owners. 

On the .liuffalo plateau prohibition of grazi;1g was unsuccessfully 

attempted in 1909 in association with the management of the area as a 

68 
National Park. The issue was periodically resurrected over the follow-

ing fifty years, with a level of public support, 69 until grazing in the 
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Park finally ceased. Other high areas, principally the Bogong High Plaine, 

have received closer attention from land management bodies since the 1930s 

. . . h . 1.1· k 70 ln connect1ou wit maJor puu ic wor s. 

' 

/ 
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Chapter 4 

C.L.C. Question 8049. 

There was mining activity in the Omeo district beyond the turn 
of the century. See Fairweather (1975). 
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Chapter rs 

HIGH COUNTRY J'UULl C LAi'IDS -

SEARCHING FOR A FINAL DBSTINY 

High country grazing developed as a low intensity broad acre 

pursuit based on vast eJq>anses of unimrroved Crown lands. Under the 

tenns of annual grazing licences - the most popular form of tenure 

major land improvements such as clearing were not pennitted and in a 

sense tbe licensee was analogous to the early squatter who was an interim 

tenant, pending agricultural settlement. General conditions of a 

squatter's licence restricting improvement were perpetuated and developed 

in latter day licences which allowed the grazing of uncommitted Crown 

lands until the final destiny of such was detennined. In isolated cases 

finality was reached by way of alienation but for most of the high country 

no decisions were made, despite the consideration of a series of land 

settlement schemes and tourist development ideas. 

The Process of High Country Selection 

Why and How Selections Took Place 

High pastures were of critical importance to many graziere, but 

because of their physical characteristics they were not the centre of year

round activities. For a start, tlfey were remote from population nodes, 

and with the onset of winter snows stock had to be moved to less elevated 

lands . It was upon such lands that homesteads and major capital improve

ments were located and from whence mountain grazing operations were 

directed. During summer limited time "'·as spent on the tops and for most 

stock owners high plains grazing was a part-time activity. For this 

reason, nnd because of the restrictive conditions of the grazing licences, 

88 
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Table 5.1.1 

Freehold Allotments in ·the High Country 

Details of Selection 

Unit Allot. No. Area Date Section of LA Date 
acres 

.Bennison 3 300 1903 35 1941 
4 155 1883 . 19.20; 

1941 1900 29 

Cobungra 40 369 1895 32 1936 
52 571 ? 35 1954 
53A 238 1903 35 1946 
51A,B & C 637 1902 35 1930 
47 & A 877 1902 29 1948 
43 & A 612 1886 32 1941 
44 & B 912 1887 32 1947 
36C 28 1888 32 1938 
36 639 1888 32 1940 

Dnrgo 2 & 2A 567 1886 32 1920 
4 947 1886 32 Hl53 
5A 1 ac. 1913 S36,Mines Act 1890 1915 
5D 149 1908 35 1940 

N'unniong 1 640 1905 29 (1901) 1905 

Snowy 8 320 1878 19.20 1906 

Spring Hill 27A 300 1906 35 1929 
26A 193 1905 35 1939 

Source: Lande Dept. }'"lan and file r ecords . 

Detai l s of Alienation 

Section of I.A Grantee 

50 .51 P. Higgins 

50.51 M. & J.C.Higgins 

44.81.49 A. Petersen 
44.49 T.J.McNamara 
50.81.51 A. Petersen 
50.81.51 E1 J, & W. Naughton 
44.81.49 " II II 

50.81.51 E. E. Hunt 
44. 81.49 C. H. Rundell 
50. 81.51 V. J. lf. Sharpe 
50.81.51 A. H. Sharpe 

59.61 G. Treasure 
50 .81.51 S. J. Treasure 
Mines Act C. V. Treasure 
48.81.49 " " 
29 (190.?) T. Doyle 

19.20 A. Bryce 

54.56 A. Rumpff 
54.56 Exec .A.}Jdli.che~l 
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improvements were few and were limited to such minor investments as holding 

paddocks, yards and huts. The emergence and proliferation of these facil

ities roughly paralleled the increasing dependency upon mountain pastures 

and the associated rise in stocking levels. 

While the high pastures were generally ancillary to the home block, 

they were, nevertheless, a vital component of the whole. Operations were 

based around the removal of stock to the summer pastures even though often 

little attention was directed towards the stock once they reached the high 

plains. More intensive activities such as branding and weaning were 

usually carried out on the home property and the high country remained a 

venue for extensive grazing because of its physical properties, harsh 

climate and remoteness. Consequently there was little demand for selections 

in the snow lands. Yet, selection did occur and some alienation and partial 

steps towards alienation did take place, the details of which are presented 

in ·_Figure. 5~2.). The total area of these small allotments was tiny in 

comparis~n with the huge areas held under grazing licence but they are 

important as they indicate some nodes of more intensive land use and 

because they were excised from the public estate. 

Selection occurred throughout the alpine region bit by bit as 

individual run holders felt the need for greater security .of tenure. It 

conformed to the general spatial guidelines identified by land classifi-

cation maps of 1884, although early selections on the Snowy Range predated 

this pattern which was subsequently also breached by later selections at 

Spring liill and Nunnett Plain.
1 

By and large, however, the limitations 

identified in 1884 were observed. The first selections were made under 

the 1869 Land Act on the Snowy Range, where new squatters William liryce 

and c. S. Holme secured the focal points of their high country runs. 2 

Subsequently, under the 1884 Land Act Grazing Areas were available for 

leasing and carried with them the possibility of limited alienation of up 

to 320 acres. In later Land Acts of 1898 and 1901 the maximum area a 
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land Act 

1869 

1884 

1898 

1901 

1928 

Table 5.1.2 

Legislative Provisions Used for Alienation of the 
High Country 1869-1935 

Section(s) of Act 

19 & 20 

32 

29 

59 & 61 

29 

35 

54 & 56 

44 

50 

81 

Explanation 

General provisions for agricultural 
selection · 

Grazing Area lease 

Grazing Area lease 

Grazing Allotment licence and subsequent 
Perpetual lease 

Selection of homestead block from 
Pastoral Allotment 

Grazing Area lease 

Grazing Allotment licence and subsequent 
Perpetual lease 

Residential lease 

Non-residential lease 
A special provision concerning mining rights 

Source: Lands Department Plan Records and various Land Acts 



grRzier could select was varied according to 'the class of land, the 

3 
maxiruut:I area selectable being a m1.1ch larger 980 acres. Such selected 
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''Grazing Alloto!cr1t.s 11 'Nere different from urazing Areas as they were taken 

out of them and were held under either a special licence or lease depending 

upon the rrogress of selection · - see Taule 5.1.2. To avoid .con-fusi.on 

the tenn "small allotments" has been used to denote both Grazing Areas 

and Grazing Allotments; the distinction between the two is not immedi-

ately necessary in this discussion, the important roint being that 

comparatively small areas were available and taken up by graziers. Some 

small allotments were taken as a reflex action by existing and prospective 

pastoralists who wished merely to secure s<>me land for themselves, and 

this is demonstrated by the number that were forfeited within the first 

4 year of occupancy. Lasting occupancies pointed to a successful establish-

ment of grazing by the tenant and were associated with large pastoral runs: 

if new tenants did not have large runs before taking the allotments it was 

not long before they had acquired them. Small allotments on the higa 

plains were ~ot suitable for use on their own as they were too small for 

broad acre grazing and did not encompass winter country. In association 

with the larger runs they often became sites where rudimentary capital 

investments were located and where stoclanen would IJase themselves during 

their periodic visits. 

In some places, specifically ~he Cobungra High Plains, the 

existence of small allotments did not necessarily imply a spontaneous and 

straight-forward intensification of grazing activities, although it did 

mean minimal capital improvements according to the r equirements of tenure. 

A number of high plains allotments were held by G. and I-I. Petersen of 

Cheo and by ltichard ltiggall of Cobungra, and it is believed that these 

graziers also dummied for further areas.
5 

This illicit activity seems 

to have begun after the passing of the 1898 land Act which emphasised the 

availability of stDall nll<itments, und it was continued at least into the 
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second decade of the 20th century. Moderate public interest in the 

Cobungra plains was generated in the Omeo district and this seems to have 

started the ball rolling: Riggall had recently acquired the remnant 

Darbalary run (1898) and was apparently dummying to protect or consolidate 
' 

his new holdi'nge. Petersens, on the other hand, seem to have been trying 

to use the system to broaden their operations. 

Acquisition of small allotments carried with it the possibility 

of alienation if certain improvement conditions and payment obligations 

were fulfilled, and this represented the final step in the selection 

process. Most alienated allotments, except for some on the Cobungra High 

Plains, were located at the core of grazing rune, at sites of most 

intensive land use. All allotments had capital improvements such as 

fences, (requirements of tenure) and tbey were usually also the centre of 

stoclonen's activities. Other selections not converted to freehold were 

often also focal points but for various reasons remained Crown land: 

sometimes they were only secondary holdings and were less important to 

the grazier than the main selection; in other cases selections could 

have been outdated by changes in land use patterns and consequently 

forfeited. Forfeited selections actually outnumbered the alienated ones, 

as can be ascertained from Figure 5.2 • 

Freehold paddocks and tel'll!inated selections were not the only 

sites for more intensive land use associated with the working of pastoral 

runs . A licensee could just as easily fence out a paddock on his grazing 

block and construct buts and yards if he felt his tenancy was safe. He 

ran the risk of losing his investment if he was upstaged, but actually 

this rarely happened. The fear of losing licences largely derived from 

the experiences of graziers during drought years, and normally licensees 

were able to hold on to grazing bl.ocks for as long as they wished. On 

the occasions the Lnnds Department did think about putting their blocks 

up for public tender, graziers were often able successfully to plead 
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cases of nrdsh1p. Thus, for the grazier who felt little challenge to 

his tenancy there was no need to acquire small allotments for security 

purposes . Moreover , after the early 1900s there was no further opportun

ity to select new allotments (see below and Chapter 3) so any desired 

works had to be, and were, located on the ordinary grazing lands without 

special protection. 

Selections , therefore, only partially corresponded to the distrib-

ution of capital improvements. Yet they were the sites for certain more 

intensive service and agrarian land Ubes over and above the level of 

intensity normally associated with high plains grazing. Such activities 

occurred on the Dargo and Nunnett plains and at both these locations land 

was alienated. 

Special Sites of more Intensive Land Use 

The Dargo High Plains hosted some more intensive activities con-

ducted by graziers in connection with nearby gold mines. After 1885 .the 

Gow family from llarri et ville rented small allotments on the high pla] ns 

7 
and ·the old .Heechers Hill run, and when mining activity on the Upper 

Dargo accelerated during the late 1890s they responded by diversifying 

into service industries . 8 Richard Gow took over "Noones Halfway House", 

,a rough accommodation house on the high plains road 57, 46 and 31 kilo

metres from Otneo, llarrietville and Grant respectively. He developed it 

into nn hotel which operated all year round with accompanying butchers ' 

and bakers' shops and he also became the local mining registrar, post

master and electoral registrar. 9 Noones remained open until approxi

mately 1908 by which time most miners had left the district. 10 

While the Gows' operations prior to 1900 were characterised by 

diversification, their counterparts east of the high plains road were 

forced by necessity to specialise. George Treasure took his family to 

King's Spur on the easterly approach to the Dargo High Plains in 1878 
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and they subsisted there for a number of yenrs by running a store and 

hotel and a small mixed farm, by fossicking for gold and packing goods 

to the mines . But by 1887 the revenue derived from these activities was 

dwindling and the family looked towards cattle breeding for a livelihood. 

·We have been living on the land here for over nine years . 
We have an 8 room house, garden, yards anrl our family is so large 
that we can't leave here. We also have 40 acres of land here but 
it is not enough for us to make a living from. The hotel and store 
has failed and there is nothing but cattle breeding for us to get 
a living from •• • 11 

Dy 1888/89 Treasure had purchased a one-third share of the Dar go 

High Plains run, by 1901 he had bought out his two co-licensees and in 

later years his family acquired the remainder of the high plains from the 

Gows . Their gradual takeover began in 1890 when they wrested control of 

the original high plains homestead, built by new squatter Alfred Jones 

prior to 1878, from Donald and ltichard Gow12 and it reached completion in 

1953 when the last of Gow's small allotments was acquired. 13 The process 

was not without its moments and involved considerable ill feeling at . 

t
. 14 
imes. 

After 1890 the Treasures lived on the high plains for most of the 

year attending to cattle and during the snowbound winter months, when 

stock were depastured on the lower eastern slopes from the high plateau, 

the farnily returned to King ' s Spur. Habbi t inf~stations caused a further 

change in lifestyle by reducing the bushland ' s winter carrying capacity, 

and in 1901 the family purchased property at Lindenow; further lowland 

was bought in 1908 at Castleburn, near Dargo, and at this stage the King's 

Spur house was abandoned. Stock were then shifted greater distances from 

winter paddocks to summer range and in this sense the Treasures' stock 

management practices began to resemble more closely the operations of 

most other high country graziers. However, the focus of activity 

remained on the snow country and they continued to reside there each 

summer, adding to their list of land improvements.
15 

The high runs and 
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selections, rather than being regarded as nncillary to the low country 

properties, were considered of at least equal importance. 

For a limited period the Nunnett paddock was also used for more 

intensive activities, when dairying, subsidiary pig raising and grain 

· cultivation were carried out by Thomas Doyle of lliudi (see Chapter 4). 

Similarly, around the turn of the century portion of Cowombat Flat, near 

the Cobberas, is said to have been cultivated for oats to be used as 

horse feed, and there is evidence that occasional cultivation of the 

Nunniong plain may have occurred prior to 1900. 16 The Nunniong and 

Cowombat cultiva~ions were apparently illegal croppings because occupancies 

were only annual grazing licences. 

Nodes of intensified land use also occurred in association with 

activities other than grazing. Miners cultivated small paddocks on the 

Cobungra High Plains prior to 1878 and wherever they went in search of 

gold they depastured small numbers of stock. Additionally, land was 

alienated near ).ft. Hotham where an accommodation house, the St. Bernard 

llospice, once stood and there were other shanty hotels operating along 

the Harrietville to Omeo track from time to time. Such uses, however, 

were not connected with the conduct of commercial mountain cattle grazing. 

Policy towards Alienation 

Selection of new allotments was resisted by the Lands Department 

as a matter of policy after 1909 when a new Government intent on an 

aggressive land settlement programme came to power (see below) and 

especially after the implementation of the 1911 Land Act (see Chapter 3). 

This 'policy' was not crystalised in any formal statement but was adopted 

on a number of grounds by surveyors who denlt with high country selection 

applications. Firstly, and less significantly, continued selection was 

opposed on conservation grounds a11d in this connection it was even 

suggested that occupied land in sensitive areas such as the Cobungra lligh 
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Plains should be resumed by the Crown. 

I would point out thot in certnin ports - more particularly on 
the [Colmngra High PlainaJ- which cover the gathering grounds of 
important streams in the river system of the northern watershed of 
the lireat Dividing Han~e, it is very necessnry that the natural 
vegetation and other conditions of virgin country should l>e flreserved. 
Hesumpti on here is therefore highly desirable. 'rhis is a matter of 
Notional interest and the importonce of it con not be too strongly 
emphasised.17 

Secondly, piecemeal selection would interfere with proper subdivision of 

Crown lands in the future when demand. for land was apparently expected to 

regain momentum, and in the short term it would detract from the value of 

surrounding grazing blocks and make them less attractive for licensing. 18 

Then there wae the pragmatic objection that isolated new selections would 

necessitate expensive and time consuming surveys which the Lands Depart-

19 
ment was not inclined to undertake. 

The Crown was committed to dealing with allotments already taken 

out but it refused to consider new apfllications on an individuol basis 

h th d . . d . . 1 . 20 I 1 d even w ere ey a Joine existing se ections. t was on y prepare to 

act if there was significant concentrated intere·st to justify a comprehen-

sive· design of subdivision and to enable a broad area to be dealt with as 

21 a whole. The implication of this policy was that further selection 

could not proceed unless it had considerable and demonstrable public 

support and was deemed by the Administration to be appropriate. 

The philisophical position towards selection in the high country 

had therefore changed. In the earliest days under the 1869 Land Act 

selection of virtually any plot of· land was pennitted and the onus was on 

the selector, by fulfilling the covenants of tenure, to convince the 

Administration that alienation should proceed. ln 1884 broad parameters 

for selection were set by way of land classification and through this 

medium the scope for future selection and alienation was controlled and 

rationalised. Now, in the early 1910s, by refusing to process individual 

applications for marginal lands, the Administration was throwing the ball 



Table 5.2 

High Country Settlement Schemes 

Date Area Origin of Idea Circumstances 

1893 llogong High Plains Administration Depression, unemployment 

1909 13ogong High Plains rarliament ) rolitical crisis - OV'er-
Nunniong Parliament ~ throw of Premier 
Snowy Range Administration 

· 1920s Nunniong Administration) Resett lement of Returned 
and Soldier ) Soldiers after the 
Settlers ~ 1914-1918 War 

Snowy Hange Administration 

Source: Newspapers; Lands Department file records 



97 

back into the prospective selector's court: it was up to the public to 

demonstrate wily certain lands should be made available. 

Land Settlement Schemes 

In the years leading up to the 1930s a number of settlement 

schemes were unsuccessfully pro-posed for various tracts of the hi gh 

country. These schemes, although they were presented as overall concellt 

plans f or physiographic units, were not derived from spontaneous grass 

rooisdesires for land but were. propagated from above by Parliamentarians 

and members of the Administration and emerged during political crises -

eee Table 5.2 . They represented attempts by legislators to come to 

terms with the continued existence of vast areas of unsettled and un-

productive Crown lands in times of stress when solutions to economic nnd 

political problems were anxiously being sought. Their lack of success 

can be explained by the general impracticability of close settl ement of 

marginal lands in a country where IJroad acre grazing was the norm, the 

difficulty of convincing the decision makers of the schemes' practic-

ability, and the passing of the crises. 

Unemnloyment in the Early 1890s 

Tl1e first specific high country settlement proposals emerged 

during depressed economic conditions of the early 1890s when the Govern-

ment was searching for ways and means of diverting concentrations of 

22 urban unemployed on to the land . 

While there are thousands of T1eople looking in vain for eorploy
ment in the metropolis, thous ands, 11ay millions of acres of magnifi 
cent lands in the country districts are lying unimproved and unpro
ductive • •• for want of the necessary labour to extract from the 
soil those elements of wealth thnt are so necessary to the best 
interests of the country.23 

lleports as to tlle euitauility of various Crown lands for settle-

mcnt were r~questcd of Government officials and papers were received from 

both James Stirlin"1. , now Ass istant Government Geologist, and .Perdinand 



98 

von Mueller who beth dealt with the high plains. Their observations and 

imaginative sugge11tion3 were couched in optimistic tenns and envisaged 

agricultural land use along the lines of 1'..uropean mountain settlement. 24 

Stirling stuck to _11is previous recommendations that the Dogong plains be 

reserved as a Public Park but also suggested that -

The Snowy Hange and Dargo High Plains comprise good country 
for carrying esculcnts; and.taken as a whole the soil is fairly 
well ndapted to agricultural pUI'JlOSes, being suitable for the 
cultivation of oats, barley and other hardv grain ••• certain 
native plants, such as wild pars;..ip, might: if cultivated, make 
excellent table esculents, while in their native state they .are 
readily eaten by stock. 'fhen there are the native aromatic pepper, 
us eful for medicinal purposes, and other plants ••• while there 
are several flowering shrubs suitable for aboreal cultivation.25 

He recommended that a site be selected above Harrietville at an 

altitude of about 1200 metres for the experimental cultivation of some of 

the above products and was apparently supported by the Secretary for 

Mines who believed there was considerable scope for settlement of alpine 

d . . t 26 1str1c s. 

Von Mueller was similarly imaginative . and also directed his 

remarks towards the Hotham region. 

When nearly 40 years ago I discovered, ascended and named 
lit. Hotham and traversed our ••• snowy regions ••• I became impressed 
with the importance of our all'ine country becoming fully developed. 
Pennnnent settlement is nossible in our latitudes up to 4,500 ft. 
Caprroximately 1400 metres] elevation, and during the sununer months 
pastoral, cultural and mining operations are possible to the summits 
of our alps. We can have table fruits and vegetables from one to 
two months later if grown in our sub-alpine regions and the railway 
now already extended to llright affords facilities of bringing such 
products to the markets of the lowlands, when otherwise out of 
season there. Hardy grain could also be raised at high elevations, 
lloultry be kept nnd depasturing hy herds and flocks carried on in 
the high regions from Septeinuer to March. 'fhis would give encourage
ment to mining prospectors for more nerseverence in their searches 
as re-supplying of J>rovisions could be effected from fanns cheaply 
and locnlly, instead of racking up on horses, as now, all that is 
necessary for sustenance from the lowlands ••• Highlanders from 
Scotland, Swiss and Scandinavian people among us would be particularly 
those fit to be placed for rural purposes in our Alps as they are 
accustomed. to n cold climate. 'fhe produce of the fanns would in 
many cases be more tasty that that of the lowlands. Surplus stock, 
when frosty weather sets in~ could be brought to market, or, as in 
the colde1· European \!O•.li1tries il'I much <lone, salted or smoked, and 
be sold in caslis tc· town cmitomers for family supply ns food more 
cbeup an<l sur1erio1· that thu11 nmfor ordinary circumstances avnilable. 
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Natural irrigation can be obtained for most of the alpine vnllcys, 
also the herb culture plants are much less subject to diseases than 
those in the lowlands of ours.27 

There is no evidence to suggest that these reports were followed 

up. Such pioneering land settlement projects really required a prelirnin-

ary pilot scheme, as Stirling indicated, and probably for this reason, 

because high plains settlement did not provide an immediate solution to 

the unemployment problem, the recommendations were not adopted. 

Political Turbulence, 1909 

Fifteen years later the issue of high country settlement re-

surfaced amidst political turbulence when Sir Thomas Bent was overthrown 

28 
as Premier following internal wrangles within his government. lie was 

replaced in January 1909 by John Murray. 

A major philosophical difference between .Uent and Murray was <Jver 

the settlement of rural lands: Murray and supporters had a very strong 

belief in the need to encourage more intensive agricultural settlement, 

partly to avoid immoral "wastefulness" where potentially productive 

agricultural lands were lying undev·eloped
29 

and partly to arrest a per-

ceived drift of prospective settlers, and therefore producers, away from 

Victoria to other States where land was still available for selection. 

This latter argument, coupled with widespread discomfort about the urban-

isation of Victoria's population, had been propounded for well over a 

30 decade. Murray's supporters had been pushing for a vigorous rural 

settlement policy but did not believe llent's government was doing enough, 

so when they came to power they initiated, inter alia, investigations 

into the suitability of vacant Crown lands for settlement, and in this 

regard the Uogong High l'lains came into focus. 

James Cameron, MLA for <.iippsland Bast, had been pushing for 

further settlement of the back country in his electorate31 and in January 

1909 he made a hurried trip to the Omeo district for the new regime. After 
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visiting the Bogong plains he recomiuended to the Minister of Lands that 

road access be provided and the plains cut up into 500 to 2,000 acre 

surveyed blocks, which would be fenced and leased for ten year tenns, to 

facilitate more intensive and controlled cattle growing. 32 He did not 

believe the high plains were suitable for agriculture, 33 but as he was 

informed that parts of the high country had been proved suitable for 

cultivation34 he did not rule out the possibility and favoured enlisting 

the aid of a certain Rev·. Dr. Capra, an Italian who had intimate knowledge 

of land use in the Italian Alps and who could advise what grasses and 

35 cereals were best adapted for culture in the snow country. Other possi-

bilities such as using the high plains for dairy farming and cheese 

36 production were floated at the local level but were never formally 

presented to the government. 

In the following year, 12 months after Cameron's recommendations 

were submitted to the Minister of Lands, the Bogong High Plains were 

inspected by Assistant Surveyor S. Callanan who disagreed with Cameron 

and did not favour any change in tenure. 

The cost of making a road to the high plains would be very 
great and would not, in my opinion, be justified by the benefits 
it would confer as the land is not suitable for other than grazing 
purposes owing to its high altitude which makes it unfit for 
occupation during about seven months in the year, and its exception
ally stony nature.37 

No further steps were taken, though Cameron did persist with some futile 

lobbying. 38 The Nunniong plateau was also identified by Cameron as a 

possible site for subdivision into 640 to 1,000 acre blocks and this 

39 
plan was briefly considered and reject·ed by the Lands I>epartment. 

Similarly, the lloroka basin and portions of the Snowy Ilange 

further north were also examined soon after Murray and Co. came to power. 

This land had previously been partially divided into Grazing Areas in 

1900 .and wns looked at during late 1908 in connection with a proposed 

tourist track Letween Mt. liuffnlo and Mt. Wellington.
40 

It was re

visited in January 1909.41 The suggestion was posed that a tourist 
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Table 5.3 

Hcturned Soldiers "'i th High Country Runs 

Name ltesidence Run Period of Licence 

J.llullock Mansfield ·G~azing Block E3 1919- 1924 

G.E.llrown) c/o G • .Brown, Urazing Hlocks lll & 1920- 1924 
11.llill ~ H.ichuond 132 (lngeegoodbce) 
11.S.Plett 

! L. J. Brum.l ey Myrtleford. Grazing .Block Cll 1920-1922 

l n.. L. Colleen) Omeo Grazing lHock Cll 1922-1925 
.t.:.r'oster ~ .. I G. Pearson 

! 

J . Conley ) Myrtleford Grazing Block Dl 1920-1923 
W.J.Carthew~ 
J.Jl.Dnviee 

J . Culhane Talbotvi lle Grazing lllock D2 1921-1924 

W.Grecnwood Omeo Grazing .Block Cll 1925~ 

J.V.Kelly Glenmaggie Grazing !Hock F5 1920~ 

Jack Lovick Alerrijig Mt . Duller 1919-. 

A.A.Mcl.1ichael Glenmo.ggie Grazing lllock F8 1920-1929 

C.ll.V.Pendergast Henambra rastoral Allotment 1924-19408 
lS 

Source: Lands Department Grazing Licence Records 

l 
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roa<l would assist with settlement in these high lands and as a result a 

1.25 metre track wns constructed to the area via the Avon valley in 1912~2 

But no further action was taken until the region wns inspected as a 

rossible reci~ient of starving stock in 1915.43 In this instance Govern-

ment Surveyor Catani believed the Moroka lands could be settled and be 

tried to arouse surrort for this idea. 44 However, the concept received 

45 sceptical coverage at the local level nnd did not rroceed. 

'fhe amending Land Act of 1911 embodied the aims and philosophies 

of the new regime with regard to settlement. However, it had very little 

effect in the high country because of resistance from the Administration 

and because, as Murray's government settled into the job, the fervour of 

its new lands policy began to wane. It became increasingly apparent that 

the underlying trend of rural settlement in the mountain region was 

to·wards an enlargement of farm sizes rather than an intensification of 

. 46 
farming. This enlargement was brought about at least partially by a 

specialisation in livestock production which nccomranied the decline ' of 

mining. 

Post World War I - He-settlement of Soldiers 

After the 1914-1918 war, re-absorption of returned soldiers into 

the domestic economy was both an economic and rolitical issue. It was 

widely believed thnt returned soldiers should be assisted, as a mark of 

gratitude, if they wished to establish themselves on the land. To this 

end soldiers applying for rastoral runs were given preferential treatment 

and a number of new ~igh country graziers came on to the scene after 1919, 

(see Table 5. 3). High country sett! ement schemes were also proposed in 

connection with soldier settlement. 

In 1919 a Crown Lands Investigation Committee was formed to 

investigate Crown lands suitable for settlement. 47 Members of the 

Committee inspected the Nunniong rlateau and surrounding ooxintry in March 



Table 5,4 

Avonmore Estate Soldier Settlers 

Settler's Name 

A.H..lloucher 

F.P.Cleary 

W.D.Cleary 

J.H.Davies 

C.S.Gallagher 

J.llarding 

Grazerl High 
Country 1927/8 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Source: Author's research 

Duration of 
Tenancy at llindi 

Continued 

Failed by 1935 

Continued 

!<'ailed by 1935 

Fai led by 1935 

Continued 

Land's Department records 

High Country Used 

Purchased Nunnett 
Paddock 1943 

Arranged agistment on 
Nunniong Plain with 
licensee 

Possible arrangement 
with licensee 
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192348 as it was proposed to make the most suitable lands available for 

settlement: nearby portions were to be made avnilable for soldier settlers 

at Dindi nnd Ensay and the remainder for other interested reople.49 In 

their final report to the Director of i..Rnd Settlement the investigation 

party stated thnt 

••• there is an almost compact area of about 12,000 acres of 
volcanic land and included in it are the well-Jmown plains Quinns , 
low [e] nnd Nunnett, all well watered. The highest elevation of 
these plains is 4,000 ft. [approx. 1200 metres] above sea level; 
stock are bred and wintered on these plains, and the climate is, in 
our opinion, not too rigorous for general occupation. 

Probably 2,000 acres of this area is cultivable plain. In 
former times portions were cropped with good results. If this area 
of 12,000 acres were divided in such a mnnner that 80 to 100 acres 
of the rich cultivable plain were attached to 600 to 1,000 acres 
of the rougher volcanic and granitic country, there should be no 
doubt about successful settlement, provided, of course, that a road 
to connect with Buchan is constructed. lt is our well convinced 
opinion that without proEer road access no settlement in any portion 
of the area can succeed. 0 

ltoad works were the essential pre-requisite for the Nunniong 

h 11 h C . t . t· t d 51 A . sc eme, as they were for a areas t e omm1t ee inves iga e • main 

road extending from Duchan to Nunniong and possibly further north was 

proposed as the primary outlet for settlement, with other lateral roads 

connecting with llindi, hnsay and Timbarra. 52 However, no action was 

taken in response to the above recommendations and Government initiatives 

ended here. But the concept did not die; it was taken up in March, 1927 

by six soldier settlers on the Avonmore re- settlement estate at Bindi who 

were seeking supplementary s\ID'Der pasture. 

Avonmore embodied the lowland selections formerly held by the 

Doyle family and traditionally used in conjunction with the adjoining 

Nunniong plateau. · These high lands were now considered by the soldier 

settlers as critical to the s11ccess of their farms which had been subject 

to a damaging dry summer during 1926/27 and which were generally running 

into difficulties because of their small size. 53 The Lands Department 

was prepared to create six 500 acre grazing allotments which could be 



Figure 5.3 

NUNNIONG PLATEAU SUB-DIVISION PROPOSAL 
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Source: Lands Department file. Omeo 99/130. 
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offered to the settlers as annually renewable licences, but the proposals 

ran aground. In the words of the Closer Settlement Board -

Hefore the issue of the licences could be finalised the settlers 
wrote asldn~ that the land be made available for selection and granted 
to them under Conditional Purchase lease. They also intimC\ted that 
they would require advances for wire netting to make the blocks 
rabbit proof and dog proof and also desired that the track leading 
to the country be improved by side cuttings to give better access ••• 
To meet the cos t of the side cuttings the lessees proposed that their 
holdings be loaded to the extent of 2/ - per acre, but they are at 
present heavily in arrears and the land cannot with wisdom be further 
encumb~t-ed ••• (lwin~ to the fact that this is snow country, some of 
it over 4,000 ft. [1200 metres] above sea level, and that it is only 
avai lable for portion of the year, the Hoard feels that the expendi
ture of the money that would be involved in the settlers' ••• suggest
ions is not justified and is not prepared to make the necessary 
advances.54 

Further representations by the Avonmore settlers led to the 

creation of a draft subdivision of 500 acre allotments in July 1930, and 

the comrromise suggestion that licensed communal rights be given over the 

allotments which would only be fenced around the perimeter; such a 

scheme would save on di vi ding fences and 1''0uld allow 'simple 1 (minimum 

) 55 survey boundaries to be adopted. However, this proposal did not pro-

ceed
56 

and the soldier settlers were forced to make their own private 

arrangements within the existing system of tenure administration. During 

deliberations between 1927 and 1930 the grazing licence covering Quinne 

Plain had been cancelled and the Avonmore settlers were able to graze 

their sheep there during the . summer. But after 1930 they had to fend 

for themselves. The situation eased in the early 1930s as climatic 

conditions were more favourable and because three of the settlers failed 

and their land was distributed amongst the remainder. Hut in the post-

depression years Nunniong became important again and individual arrange-

mente were made to secure sununer grazing on the high plateau, (see 

Table 5.4.). 

Another of the 1909 vintage ideas to re-emerge after 1918 con-

cerned the Snowy Range. The proposals were more specific than previously 

enunciated and envisaged a combination of alluvial flats along the 
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Wonnangattn and Wongungnrra rivers, which wQuld be used for cultivation, 

with grazing areas on the adjoining high volcanic plains.57 Here again 

the requirement for suitable road access was emphasised, and the import

ance was stressed of any new settlers being experienced enough to cope 

with the physical hardships and difficulties associated with tl1e locality. 

The latter requirement implied a gradual piecemeal release of lands as 

demand was generated within the region by people born and bred in the 

mountain environment. Hut this practice was contrary to the contemporary 

policy of comprehensive subdivision of new lands, and was not entertained 

by the Administ~ation. Additionally, because there were no forceful 

demands for use of the Snowy Range by struggling new selectors, as was 

the case with Nunniong, the Lands Department did not pursue a serious 

examination of the prospects of this high country. 

The Settlement Schemes - an Overview 

The preceding settlement schemes were born in periods of political 

strife and were offered by parliamentarians and public administrators as 

possible ameliorative measures; to wit, during the mid-1890s and 1920s 

the basic problem was to find new sources of employment; in 1909 the 

proble.ms were on a more philosophical level. In all cases, however, high 

country sett1t.ement schemes proved to be unsuitable solutions; they often 

failed to gain acceptance at either the ground level or at the decision

making level from whence they emanated. 

The type of settlement generally envisaged embodied the farmer

grazier principle, which was first recognised in the 1870s. Some propos

als also drew heavily upon the European experience and involved cultiva

tion. llut normally only an intensification of pastoral occupation and 

use was proposed by way of finer subdivisions and minor capital improve

ments such as fencing. Previous experience had indicated that high 

country grazing was essentially a broad acre affair: finer subdivisions 
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into small allotments had already been tried under the 1884 Land Act, 

and although they were persevered with in succeeding decades they were 

taken in conjunction with much larger runs and were not successful in 

settling n,ew small grazi ers into the mountains. There was little or no 

real demand for single small high plains grazing units. In the post-1918 

period, in the only crisis where any grass roots pressure existed for 

access to the high country, demands by returned soldiers were accommo

dated within the existing design of grazing blocks and allotments. 

Little change was made in the number~ size or design of the grazing 

blocks offered or the nature of tenure. 

A major reason why the initiatives failed to get off the ground 

was that they did not offer cheap or swift solutions to pressing problems .. 

Investigations underlined the need for pilot schemes or preliminary 

capital investment in roads and land surveys, or finding the right type 

of settler, and these recommendations were enough to make the decision 

makers think twice. The length of time over which proposals were pro

cessed and investigated by the Administration was also a factor working 

against the adoption of any schemes. Investigations and reports were 

stretched over such a long period that the initiating crisis had often 

passed and the pressure for action subsided by the time recommendations 

were being considered. Additionally, the field officers who conducted 

the investigations were usually aware of the practical difficulties of 

the schetnes and were able to recommend successfully against inappropriate 

proposals. Thus, the system of government consideration had a two-fold 

dampening effect. 

Tourism 

Tourism was an activity that occurred in the mountain region 

before 1935 but it was not viewed as an alternative land use to grazing 

by Government authorities. 

The tourist potential of the Alps had been recognised from the 
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earliest days of high country grazing58 and during the 19th century 

~t. Buffalo and the Feathertop-IIotham region became recreational nodes. 

Tourist development in these areas has been documented elsewhere59 and 

it is not within the bounds of this thesis to pursue similar investig-

ations. However, tourism must be mentioned as it was closely associated 

with mountain grazing. 

Scenic grandeur was the main tourist resource of the Alps in the 

study period and graziers played a part in its exploitation. By giving 

passing vieitors ndvice and assistance, nnd just by maintaining a human 

presence in the high areas, graziers provided the proverbial staff for 

the tourist. Moreover, some individual cattlemen guided organised riding 

parties through the Alps. Pioneering examples include Richard ltiggall, 

(Mt. Wellington, January 1888)6~ Henry Miller (Mt. Wellington, Pebruary 

1914)
61 

and Albert Weston (Mt. lluffalo, 1880s)62 • In lnter 

years, in the 1930s, many other graziers were employed by the Victorian 

Railways to lead the popular 'Skyline' riding tours. 

Besides their knowledge of the terrain, cattlemen were of further 

significance as they were actually part of the visitor's mountain experi-

ence. They were the users of the high country owning the cattle and huts 

and knowing its history and moods. Not surprisingly, tourism was viewed 

as being compatible with grazing and was rarely considered a primary land 

use in its own right. The exception was the Buffalo Plateau which was 

pennanently dedicated as n National rark in 1898 after being known as an 

63 
outstanding beauty spot for nearly half a century. But even here grazing 

was allowed to continue and there is no evidence to indicate that it wns 

regnrde<l as anything else but compatible with recreation and tourism.
64 

Similnrly, in Ute pre-1915 period tourism was seen ns one means by which 

land could be opened up in preparation for settlcment65 and in 1922 the 

Tourists Resort Act saw tourism as an overlar>ping land use that could be 

developed in conjunction with other materially productive industries.
66 
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The latter initiative represented an attempt to preserve and exploit 

scenic resources for tourisru by rationnllsing administrative responsibil

ities and procedures. The motives were financial and nationalistic and 

there was never any question of other productive industries being dis

placed by tourism. 

Tourism in the Alps began to assume noticeable dimensions in the 

mid and late 1880s and it was probably no co-incidence that the times 

when it wns being most seriously considered by the Government were also 

those when land settlement- investigations were being prompted. 

Summary 

Piecemeal occupation of small paddocks characterised selection in 

the high country and was generally accompanied by minor improvements to 

runs, such as fencing, which graziers were able to make secure. But it 

did not account for the universal set of improvements. The process of 

selection, which often culminated in alienation, was halted during the 

first decade of the 20th century by a policy to oppose individual appli

cations. After this time the Lands Department was only prepared to 

consider further selection where there was sufficient demand to justify 

comprehensive subdivisions. llowever, this policy was not consistent 

with the nature of high country selections up to that date as it was 

intended to enter for larger numbers of imme1liate new selectors rather 

than for the periodic desires of a small number of existing broad acre 

pastoralists. The settlement schemes, born during periods of crisis, 

satisfied the "overview" approach required by the Administration, but 

they were not accompanied by any sufficient or demonstrable grass roots 

support and were rejected by decision-mnkers. And tourism had very 

little claim to the high country in· its own right as it was viewed as 

being compatible with, and to a large extent dependent upon, other land 

use activities. 
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The proceeE< of deciding the final destiny of high country rublic 

lands had, tlle:i.·efore, come to a halt by the first decade of the 20th 

century. It was largely associated with the occupation of small allot

ments under the 1884, 1898 and 1901 land Acts. Subsequently many sel

ections were naturally discontinued and new a~plications which arose 

from time to time were rejected by the Administration 
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2 Lands Derartruent file 1076/19.20 (r.n..o.). 
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SID.~fARY AND CONCLUSION 

High country grazing has trarli tionally been a cattle growing 

activity based upon the seasonal use of unimproved Public lands. Its 

history can be traced back to the earliest years of pastoral settlement 

in Victoria and can be associated with important pioneering identities 

such as Angus McMillan. 

The alpine region was first explored by rastoralists in the 1830s, 

40s and 50s but regular and substantial stockings did not occur until 

later when gold discoveries encouraged new squatters and station owners 

to use the Alps. These pastoralists came to rely increasingly upon the 

high tons for a livelihood as their original markets at mountain mining 

centres decayed and vanished and as lowland selections depleted 

squatting rune. This trend towards growing dependence wns accentuated 

by rabbit infestations of lowland pastures and was accompanied by an 

increasing intensity of grazing occupancy. The latter reached a static 

level by 1935, 100 years after the rrocess of occupation had first begun. 

The chronological pattern displayed was one of gradual increase punctu

ated by three major periods of rapid growth associated with gold dis

covery, rabbit infestation and soldier settlement. More intensive 

stocking occurred as the number of graziers and their dependence upon 

the Alps increased, but was also re~ated to other factors such as lowland 

pasture improvement; stocking continued to rise beyond the 1930s. 

An evolution of stock management practices and ca'Jlital invest

ments, suited to beef production in an alpine environment, accompnnied 

changes in the number of Crown tenants and the levels of stocking. 

'Tai ling out' wa:iJ superseded by the construction of holding paddocks, 

and as graziers became increasingly dependent upon the high country the 

number of stockmen's huts multiplied, bush burning became widespread 
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and salting was adopted to control stock movements and assist with muster

ing. Hy the first decade of the 20th century these features were well 

established. But there were also basic structural characteristics that 

remained constant throughout the study period: the obviously necessary 

practice of shifting stock to lower ground for winter; the accent upon 

breeding rather than buying; and the broad acre characteristics. These 

factors were largely determined by climatic and physiographic properties 

of the high country. 

The high country was generally occupied under temporary annual 

licences which were intended to allow land to be used without committing 

it to any particular activity or any particular person. For this reason 

major capital improvements were forbidden . Dut just how the land was 

actually managed within these broad parruneters was of scant interest to 

the authorities. In times of drought the Government did become more 

involved but this was largely for roli ti cal reasons. Little 01· no 

attention was yiaid to land management issues until government agencies 

became interested in natural resources of the alpine region, such as 

timber, water and scenic beauty. Only then did the objectives of govern

ment supervision begin to develop beyond the narrow field of tenancy. 

The interim occupant philosophy was derived from early squatting 

regulations designed to monitor and control pioneering pastoral activity 

and to ensure that squatting oriented land use would not pre-empt future 

land settlement planning and decision-making. Later on, by 1884, when 

most of Victoria's suitable agricultural land was selected, opportunities 

were offered for semi-permanent and permanent settlement by way of 

Pastoral Allotment and Grazing Area leases and limited associated 

selection. These provisions were intended to facilitate more intensive 

settlement of the mountain region and can be interpreted as tentative 

steps towards making a permanent land use commitment. However, they 

failed to attrnct nny real attention nnd the growth of occupancy levels 
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after the mid 1880s was brought about by ~lie associated re-design of 

runs - a measure which could have been carried out without the legisla-

tive initiatives. 

Initiatives of the 1880s intended to foster settlement were 

abandoned in the early 1900s. Simultaneously, and not co-incidentally, 

there was a change in attitude towards selection and alienation in the 

high country. This change terminated further selection and has been 

attributed to the Administration's reluctance to deal with isolated and 

inconveniently located selections and, less significantly, to a growing 

concern about the dwindling volume of Public lands. But it can also be 

argued that isolated selections associated with grazing licence occupations 

were not consistent with the overall philosophy of Public land settlement. 

From the beginning the high country was available for temporary grazing 

occupation until its ultimate fate could be detennined. Alienation in 
IOI\. 

connectlR:t" with a land use founded upon temporary occurancies was incon-

sistent with this approach and tended to rre-empt options for future 

use. That alienation or isolated allotments did occur reflects the 

legacy of past settlement programmes and the pra1:.rmntic way in which 

selection was sometimes dealt with, even after 1884, when particular 

attention was paid to land capability and planning of selection sub-

divisions. 

Continued selection of high country lands was theoretically 

possible after the early 1900s, provided the demand was strong enough to 

justify a large area being comrrehensivcly laid out for settlement. How-

ever, the nature of_selection demands did not confonn to these guidelines. 

Consequently, the snow country continued to be available for productive 

use on a short tenn and conditional basis only nnd grazing remained 

under the auepices of the Crown. 

The Administration had a very strong influence upon the charncter-

istics of high country occur.ntion l>ut clearly grnziers did hnve some in-



put into the system. Their recommendations concerning the boundaries 

of rune were influenti al during the early yenrs and information nnd 

opinions about land us e were sought from tht.'!ll prior to formulation of 
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the 1884 Land Act. Most significantly, by shunning the new opportunities 

presented in 1884, graziers were at least partially responsible for the 

continuation of annual grazing licences as the main form of tenancy and 

the implied decision that grazing was not an activity to which Public 

land in the alpine region could be pennanently dedicated . The rejection 

of long term tenure and its associated maintenance and improvement oblig

ations has been explained by two factors: the fact that hi gh pastures 

supplemented holdings and were not central to the graziers' opera tions 

(even though they were of critical importance), and the relatively 

undeveloped and part-time nature of high country grazing at the time . 

But despite these inputs from graziers, throughout the study period 

the relationship between landlord and tenant featured an overriding and 

pervnding structural influence of the Administration. After all, the 

~\dmini stration defined the conditions of tenure and finally tlecided the 

extent to which the high country was subdivided for grazing. At times 

the apportionment of runs was insufficient to meet demand and so the 

growth of occupancy levels was restricted. ~\nd in the post-1900 reriod 

the Administration had a further dampening effect by virtually abol i shing 

long- term tenure, opposing alienation, and thus withdrawing the opportun

ity to obtain security over improvements. Graziers were not prevented 

from est ablishing minor ancillary facilities, such as huts and stock

yards, but the absence of any means of making these investments secure 

was undoubtedly a deterrent. 

No decisions on the final destiny of broad Ureas of high country 

Public lands were made during the study period and in fact the matter 

was given very little attention, except for brief periods during a 

handful Ctf poli ticnl crises. ln the nl>sence of nny strong alternative 
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activity colllpeting for land rights, and in the absence of any historical 

government involvement in land management, rastoralists appear to have 

established in their minds an a priori right to the high country which 

manifested itself when moves to control grazing were initiated. Thie 

perceived right wns progressively strengthened by the passing of time, 

which established both a personal feeling for the land and a tradition 

with which succeeding high country graziers could identify. Had James 

Stirling's suggestions for reservation of the Hogong High Plains as a 

public park been :followed up and positive ideas been developed in a 

number of areas for tourism or other uses besides grazing, perhaps the 

notion would not have become so deeply ingrained. However, there 11·as 

little apparent public support for dedication of land exclusively for 

recreation and tourism and contemporary pragmatic decision-makers dirl 

not share Stirling's foresight. Fortunately, the decision-makers' 

matter-of-fact approach to some extent compensated for their lack of 

imagination by preventing a trickle of individual selection requests 

and a series of ill-conceived land settlement schemes from fragmenting 

the continuity of Public ownership in the high country. The result of 

this unrcsronsive, dampening approach was to leave a broad spread 

of land subject to an interim land use, the temporary basis of which 

became dimmed with time. 

Thus, over the hundred year~ ending in 1935, the basic character

i 6tice and spatial features of high country grazing were laid down. 

This occurred in an atmosphere of somewhat static bureaucratic involve

ment centred upon occupation and selection procedures; very little 

attention was paid to the actual use of high country resources. l~w

ever, a new trend in government control began emerging during the 

first three decades of the 1900s and lay in the field of land resource 

management. 'fhis trend has increasingly characterised relationships 

between landlord and tenant in the post-1935 period. Just how it has 
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influenced the high country grazing scene is n mntter for further investi

gation. Dut what is certain is that some change will have been effected. 

In the social sciences wthings never stay the same" altltough strands of 

continuity may be observed over time which give us a better idea of what 

we are actually dealing with. 
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APP»IDlX B 

HOilSE.S FOJ! THE INDIAN AJ~fY - SPECIFlCATIONS 
AND CONDITIONS, 1889-1890 

1. • •• it ie hereby notified that the Government of India are 
prepared to purchase about 2165 horses suitable for Army purposes 
during the year 1889-90 classed as follows: 

Class I - Australian and Cape South African horses - 1285. 
In Calcutta - medium cavalry hussars, 295; field 
artillery, 385; horse, 220. In Madras - medium 
cavalry and hussars, 165; field artillery, 110; 
horse, 70. In llocbay - field artillery, 50; 
horse, 50. 

Clt.ss II -· Country bred, 590. ln Bengal - 49. In Bombay - 100. 
AB many as possible. full-1.trown horses, the remainder 
young stock from lf years old and upwards. 

Class III - Arabs and Persians, 290. 
35; medium cavalry, 63. 
192. 

Total 2165 

In Hombay - field artillery, 
In Madras native cavalry, 

2. The purchases will be made in ).fadras, Calcutta and .Bomby and at 
various horse fairs and horse shows in India by remount agents under 
the orders of the Director, Army Uemount Department. 

3. The Calcutta land and remount depot will be open for the recertion 
of horses from lst October to the end of the purchasing season, ••• 
purchasing to commence as soon after the arrival of the shipment as 
the remount agent may direct. 

4. Horses and mares of all breeds will be received, but they cust be 
within the prescribed age, 4-6 years, except as regards country breds, 
and in the case of Australian horses, 14 hands 3 inches to 16 hands 
high. It is to be distinctly understood that in regard to Class l 
and Ill remounts three year olds and mares in foal will not be 
purchal'ed. 

5. Greys will not be purchased for horse or field artillery. 

6. The average price for an Australian or Cape remount has been fixed 
at 650 rupees which will be paid at the Indian port of purchase. The 
average price for Arabs and Persians is 550 rupees; for other horses 
according to their merits; but every horse present for purchase will 
be valued separately and higher or lower rrices may be given, provided 
that the averages fixed above are not exceeded. 

E. G. BARRO\V 
for Secretary to the Govt.of India 

(Source: Omeo Standard, 14.6.1889) 
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.Background 

APPENDIX C 

TRIAlS OF AN EARLY HIGH CUUNTRY GHAZIER 

JOHN WARE (SNR) 

Letter on behalf of John Ware who wished to select 
1280 acres of Howqua Hills, 29.9.18~9 (Lands 

Department Reference Alexandra 5/130) 

John Ware resided in the Howqua Valley from 1885 to approximately 

1935. He selected land on the Howqua River in 1884, but worked for a 

large portion of each year at Howqua Hills station where he was employed 

as a hand. He began establishing himself as in independent grazier in 

the mid to late 1890s as liowqua Hills station was wound down. In 1909 

he acquired the grazing run around Mt. Clear (Grazing Block ES). 

"Letter to lfr . K. McKenzie, Esq., M.P. 

The Applicant, Mr. John Ware, some 14 years ago w·ended his 
way back into this country, when there was no track or any possible 
means of getting anything in the way of machinery to work his land. 
In fact for years he lived on kangaroos and whatever else he could 
get and by sheer downright pluck and energy he managed to improve 
his building in a manner that reflects great credit on him. Now 
that he is a m!lrri~d man with a family growing up he finds it 
i ·mpo!!.eiblc owbg 'to the situation of his ho-lding being so far from 
a market, to continue on. So small an area of .ground that he has, 
and on account of all the back country around him being held as a 
run, affords him no opportunity of raising young cattle which is 
the only marketable and paying product for him. On the other hand 
he has to suffer at the hands of the parties leasing the country 
in the event of his stock by chance straying on to their run . I 
particularly crave your most valued attention and if you can succeed 
or assist in the cause of this application being granted you will 
certainly do a most worthy act.w 
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Squatting Run 

Heechers Hill 

Bogong High 
Plains 

Bu.e-mba 

Bundaramunjie 

Carliogford 

Cobungra 

APPENDIX D (l)(a) 

HIGH COUNTRY GRAZING RUNS Al.ID THEIR OCCUPANTS 

Area 
acres 

160,000 

90,000 

45,000 

37,000 

116,000 

25,000 

Aug.1866 
Dec.1869-Feb.1872 
Apr.1872-Aug .1873 

·: 1876-1886 
1887-1908 

Occupants 

Simon 1''razer 
Constantine Shiras Holme 
George G. Harper 
Murdoch Mackintosh 
Donald Gow 

Subdivided in-1908 into Grazing Blocks D2, D3 
and part Dl 

Aug.1866-1868 
1875-1878 
1878-1883 
1883 
Subdivided in 1887 

below 

Pierce,,' Jones & Williams 
Malcolm K. McKenzie 
Henry Campbell 
Thomas Mc.l\night Hamilton 
into Grazing ~locks - see 

Oct.1872-Dec.1886 John ~furphy 
Subdivided in 1887 into Pastoral Allotments, 

primarily Fastoral Allotment 10 

Oct.1857-1862 F.dward Gray 
May-Oct.1862 Fred Dallimore 
Oct.1862-1867 J. II. Clough & Co. 
1867-Apr.1870 The Melbourne Banking Corp. Ltd 
Aug.1870 Thomas Lavis 
Nov.1870-1879 John Higgins 
Jan.1879-0ct.1879 Osborne Young & Eugene Higgins 
Oct.1879-1882 Arthur Pyle & Osborne Young 
Aug.1882-1886 Osborne Young 
Modified to become Pastoral Allotment 3N in 1887 

Subdivision of tit. Wellington (1): 
Apr.1873-Dec.1887 John Wbitbourne 
Subdivided in 1885 into Pastoral Allotments 

7V and 7W 

Sept.1851-1859 
Nov.1859-1868 
t>ct.1868-1871 

George Gray 
Jnmes l1arslow & John Meighan 
James Parslow & Joseph n. 

Rawson 
Subdivided in Sept.1871 into Cobungra East and 

Cobungra West 
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Squatting Hun 

Cobungra East 

Cobungra West 

Darbalary 

Dargo lligh 
Plains 

F.aglevale 
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AJ>PENDlX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

Area 
acres 

12,300 

12,728 

30,000 

121,000 

103,680 

Occupants 

Subdivision of Cobungra: 
Sept.1871 J. It. Rawson 
Sept.1871-1878 
Jan.1878-Dec.1878 
Dec.1878-1884 
Aug.1884 

Fred W. Drevermann 
Hans Maass & Claus Maass 
Hans l.laass & Richard King 
William & Walter Coughlan 

Subdivision of 
Sept.1871-1884 
Apr.1884-1896 
June 1896 

Cobungra: 

1859-1861 
Nov.1861-1870 
Dec.1870-1872 
1872-1889 
1889-1901 
Mar.1901-1908 
Reduced in size 

in 1885, 1898 

James Parslow 
James Parslow & Richard King 
ll.ichard Riggall 

},feighan & Gray 
J. H. Clough & Co. 
Jens Petersen 
Jene Petersen & Fred ~ox 
Fred Box 
Richard Riggall 

by creation of Grazing Areas 
and 1901 

Aug.1866-1867 Pierce, Jones & Williams 
Apr.1867-1869 John h~tershank 
May 1869-June 1869 William G. Baillie 
June 1869-1870 William Plummer 
Apr.1870-1872 William II. & Henry 

Apr.1872 
Oct.1872-1882 

1882-1887 

Mar.1881 

Feb.1889 

May 1898 

Sweetapple & 
William 1'' . liibb 

Alfred Jones 
. Alfred Jones & Walter B. 

Jones 
Wellington H. Morgan & Co. 

(llreen & Mcl,ean) 
Jens Petersen, Fred Box & 

ltichard King 
Fred Box, Richard King and 

George Treasure 
Richard Ri ggall & George 

Treasure 
July 1901 George Treasure 
Subdivided in 1908 into Grazing illocks D4, D5 

and Part Dl, D6, C28 & C29 

1861-1868 Bennison Plains grazed by 
Richard Bennison who held 
Mt~ Wellington run 

1869 -1883 Constantine 8hiras Holme 
Jan.188:l-Dec.1885 Hank of Victoria 
Sub-divided in 1885 into Pastoral Allotments 

7E, 7H, 71 and part 7D 
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AJ>Pl!NDIX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

Squatting Run 

Forlorn Hope 

liowqua Hi Us 
(renamed Sea
forth in 1888) 

Ingeegoodbee 

Area 
acres 

29,000 

35,000 

Limestone Creek 45,000 

Mt. St. Hernard 14,000 
&st 

Mt . St. Hernard 7,800 

Mt. Useful 16,000 

Mt. \teUington(l) 

Mt. Wellington(2) 67,000 

Nunniong 8,000 

Occupants 

1877-1887 Edward O'Rourke 
Subdivided in 1885 into 2G, 2J 

Apr.1864 
Apr.1867 

Sept.1868 

Charles Thomas 
Fred Wilkinson & Henry 

I.ewes 
Sidney S. Crisp & 

G. N. Craig 
Jan.1873 Uichard Se!"l'ell 
May 1874 Colin Campbell Bertram 
July 1874 William lJartin 
llay 1877-1888 William Thomas Rowe 
1888-1893 William Hynnm 
Subdivided in 1885 into Pastoral Allotments, 
but these were not used individually until 
after 1893. Pastoral Allotment 7R was the 
principal high country one. 

Jan.1896-Apr.1870 
Dec.1870-1887 
Subdivided in 1885 

2A & 213 

F.dwin Desal. Uy 
Christopher O'Rourke 
into Pastoral Allotments 

Mar.1858-a~prox. David Jones 
1860 

1862-1886 James Pendergast 
Subdivided into Pastoral Allotments lS & lT 

l.lar.1876 
June 1877-1885 

Jan.1878 

1860-1864 

William Howman 
Richard King 

Thomas Breen 

A. G. Mccrae 

approx.1855 - ).lalcolm ).foFarlane (unlic-
1860s ensed) 

Subdivided in 1873 into Carlingford and 
Mt. Wellington 

Subdivision of 
1873-1877 
Nov.1877-1882 
1883/84-1887 
Subdivided in 

Mt. Wellington(l) 
Angus Shaw 
Murdoch Mackintosh 
Richard Riggall 

1885 into Pastoral Allotments 
8Q & 8H 

ltichard Simpson (unlicensed) 
Tongio Station .u 
Horatio & Fred !Awe 

1803-approx.1866 
1870-1871 
1873-Dec.1887 
Subdivided in 1885 into Pastoral Allotments 

2L & 2.M 

·,< 
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APPENDIX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

Squatting Run Area 
acres 

Occupants 

Suggan Buggan 13,000 Oct.1856 James McGuffie 
1858-1885 Edward O'Hourke 
Part of it became Pastoral Allotment 2D in 1885 

Tambo North 27,419 1875 William Soutter 
Subdivided in 1885 into Pastoral Allotments 2H 

& 21 but continued to be held by Souter into 
the 1890s 

Wonnangatta 163,000 July 1870 William Bryce (occupied 
since 1865) 

Divided into Pastoral Allotments 7E, 70 & 7P 
(75,600 acres) in 1885/ 6 but continued to be 
held together by Bryce's family until 1914 

Pastoral Name Area Occupants 
Allotment 

lE Mt. Pinnibar 36,000 No infonnation 

lL 

lM 

lN 

10 

lR 

18 

lT 

2A 

27,200 No information 

39,000 1886-'l C. Pendergast 

No information 

Buemba 30,000 Part of old Buemba run 
l88ti-1891 John Pendergast 
1891-1908 ~lizabeth Pendergast 

Davies Plain 34,000 1870e-1880s 

1892-1908 

Limestone Creek 27,500 1886-1910 
1910-1924 
1924-19408 

Limestone Creek 27,000 1886-Jan.1897 
Jan.1897-1910 
1910-1948 

Owners of Tom liroggin 
Station 

J. Gibson 

W.J.C. Pendergast 
James Pendergast 
Charles H. V. 

Pendergast 

James Pendergast 
W.J.C. Pendergast 
H. L. Pendergast 

10,700 Formerly part of Ingeegoodbee 
1886-1896 Walter Coughlan 
1896/7-1908 William Pendergast 



AJ>JlENDlX D (l)(a) (Continued) li35 

Pastoral Name Area Occupants 
Allotment 

2B McFarlanes Flat 13,300 Formerly part of lngeegoodbee 
1886-ruid 1890s William O'Rourke 
1896/7-1908 William rendergast 

2D Mt. Wombargo .12,200 No informntion - but grazed by 
O'Rourkes till 1901, then by Rogers 
fantily 

2E Native Dog 14,500 Formerly part of Suggan Buggan 

2F 

2G 

2J 

2L 

2}.{ 

3G 

3N 

3Q 

3$ 

Upper Buchan 

Native Cat 

Forlorn Hope 

Nunniong 

Nunnett 

Mt. Bogong 

Bundaramunjie 

Mt. Phipps 

Upper Kiewa 
- Feathertop 

17,900 

1886-1901 Thomas J. O'Rourke 
1901-1908 J. c. Rogers 

Formerly part of 
Forlorn liope 

1886-1901 
1901-1908 

Little River or 

Annie M. O'Rourke 
J. C. Rogers 

26,700 Formerly part of Forlorn Hope 
188t>-? Ann T. O'Hourke 
1901-1908 J. C. Rogers 

24,700 Part of old Forlorn Hope run 
1886-1901 .Edward O'Rourke 
1901-1908 J. c. Rogers 

26,800 Part of old Nunniong run 
Apr.1886-1896 Thomas Quinn 
1896-? Christina Quinn 
Nov.1902-1908 Fred C. Lowe 

15,600 Part of old Nunniong run 
1886-1904 Thomas Doyle 
1904/05-1908 Fred C. Lowe 

32,300 1884/ 5-l900s George }.{addieon & 
Peter Howman. Un
licensed occupation 

33,000 Part of old Bundaramunjie 

26,900 

10,000 

1886-1908 Osborne Young 

Formerly part of 
1886-1887 
after 1887 

Cobungra West 
J. Holland 
Used by holders of 
Cobungra West 

Initially used 
1870s 

Nov.1888-1890 
Oct.1897-1U08 

by Tawonga Station -

John !!.'vans 
John Lawler 



Pastoral 
Allotment 

4A, li, C,D,E 
&F 

6B & C 

6Q 

6R 

6S 

7D 

7H 

71 

7L 

7V 

7S 
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APPENDIX D (l)(n) (Continued) 

Name Area 
acres 

Occupants 

- see Dargo High Plains and Heechere Hill 

Mt. Buffalo ·44,850 Up till 1890 Thomas Goldie (not 
licensed; he may 
have worked for 
someone else) 

1891-1922 

early 1900s 

A. H. & B. Weston 
and John lirady 
also Richard Hughe9 

Razorback - 28,000 1888/9-1908 J. C. H. Graves 
Mt. Stirling 

Upper King 32,000 1888/9-1908 J. C. H. Graves 

Mt. Cobbler 

Bennison 
Plaine 

Lower lforoka 

Holmes Plain 

Mt. Buller 

28,600 Mid l890s-1902 Joseph Lewis 
1903-Dec.1909 George ll. Lovick 
Became Grazing Hlock E2 in 1909 

37,500 Fonnerly part of Eaglevale 
Mid 1890s-19U8 Possibly M. Higgins 

15,400 Formerly part of Carlingford 
1886-1908 James Holme 

23,000 Formerly part of l!!aglevale 

21,700 

1886-1908 Constantine Shiras 

1897-1899 
1903/4-1919 
1019-1948 

Holme 

H. ll.i cketson 
F. Klingsporn 
J. Lovick 

Mt. Wellington 38,000 ~onnerly part of 
188s-rna9 
1890-1892 
1893-Mar.1894 

Carlingford 
Thomas Irwin 
Hugh Mc1"arlnne 
W. E. Gibson for 

Mt. Useful 32,700 

Mar.1894-1898 
Oct.1898-1908 

1904-1908 

' 
. ' , .. ~ . ' , 

Richard Ince,Jnr. 
Richard Ince 
William Gibson - up 
until 1904 sub-let 
by Gibson or Ince 
to ltiggall & Garvey 

Sub-let to Henry 
).tiller 

' 
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.APPENDIX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

Pastoral Name Area Occupants 
Allotment acres 

7W Upper Moroka 36,600 Formerly part of Carlingford 
1886-1887 &ran McMillan 
tlan.1889-1890 w. J. In•in 
189C-1893 H. D. McFarlane 
Jnn.1895-May John O'Brien 

1898 
1900-1908 Alex Guy 
Depleted through creation of Grazing 

Allotments in 1898. Allotments were 
a failure and were licensed together 
1903/4-190~ by John McDonald 

8Q & R 67,000 1887-1898 R. Riggall 
1898-1908 ? 

.:\ 
9A,C,D,F No record of occupation prior to 1908 ; 

. ' 
.i 

. - · · ~ Bogong High Plains Green Area -

' '' 
Grazing lHock Area Occupants 

acres 

~. ~,ooo 1887-1908 Thomas McNamara 

B 5,000 1887-1889 Samuel 11. Young 

c 3,000 1887-1908 William Hollonds 

D 5,000 1887-1888 Alex Whyte '. 

1890-? Thomas Hollonde & John 
Stewart 

E 2,000 1887-1908 Marcus Hobbs 

F 8,000 1887-1902 T. }{. Hamilton 
1902-1908 J. s. McCulloch 

G 3,000 1887-1908 William Wallace 

H 3,000 1887-1888 Arthur Woodside & Dennis 
.'I 

Farrington 

1901-1908 J. Robson 
I 2,000 1887-1888 H. Faithful 

1902-1908 T. Robinson 
J 3,000 1887-1888 T. B. Sheean 

1890-1908 Stewart Wallace 



Grazing lllock 

K 

L 

M 

N 

0 

J> 

R 

s 

Old 1lt. liotham 
Reserve 
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APPh'NDIX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

Area 
acres 

3,000 

8,800 

7,600 

2,000 

3,200 

3,800 

2,500 

2,000 

2,000 

640 

1887-1888 
1888-1893 

- ? 
1897 
1901 

1887-1908 

1887-1888 
1888-1893 
1894-1901 
1901-1908 

1887-1888 
1897-1901 
1902 
1903-1908 

1887-1888 
1888-1893 
1894-1901 
1901-1908 

1887-1888 
1888-1898 
1898-1901 
1901-1908 

1887-1908 

1887-1900 
1902- ? 

1887-1888 

Occupants 

William Condon 
John hvane 

G. B. Huggins 
G. II. Gray 

Osborne Young 

John Gibson 
John h'vans 
Fred liox 
Richard ltiggall 

E. Brewer 
John hvane 
J, Condon 
Mathie Duane 

Jens Petersen 
John h'vans 
Fred Box 
ltichard ltiggall 

Fred Box 
Andrew H. Sharpe 
Pred .Box 
llichard Riggall 

Andrew li. Sharpe 

Patrick Duane 
Albert t;. 1-lcNamara 

Florence Faithful 

Previously grazed in conjunction with 
Pastoral Allotment 35 and Green Area 
Grazing ~lock U -
1905-1908 William Howard & 

1908-1909 
1909-1935 

Walter Dibbin 
John l.awler 
g11 en Lawler 

Other graziers known to have been on Bogong High Plains from the late 
18908, but for whom there is no licence infonnntion: P. J. Kelly, 
F. Boper, J. Higginson, and others who are .now unrecorded. 



Grazing .Block 

Al 

A2 

-~ 

A4 

A5 

A6 

A7 

Bl 

B2 

B3 

B4 

B6 
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1908 Redesign of Grazing Blocks 

Occupants 

Prior to 1934 used by graziers holding nearby areas; 
1934-1975 Ernest McCallum 

1908-1919 
1919-1965 

1908-1913 
1913-1931 
1931-1967 

1908-1910 
1910-1958 

1908-1956 

1908-1938 

Joseph Gibson 
John Gibson 

R. & R. Worcester 
John J>ierce 
Harry Nankervis 

Elizabeth Pendergast 
W. J. C. Pendergast 

John Gibson, for Gibson Bros. 

James Gibson, for Gibson. Bros. 

See Pastoral Allotments lS and lT 

1908-1917 
1917-1920 
1920-1924 
1924- ? 

' -1931 
1933-1936 

1908-1917 
1917-1920 
1920-1924 
1924- ., 

' -1931 
1933-1939 

1908-1934 
1934-1938 

1908-1913 
1913-1914 
1914-1919 
1919-1920 
1920-1922 
1922-1949 

1908-1911 

1911-1926 
1926-1927 
1927-l\J28 

William Pendergast 
McKay Brothers 
G. Brown, H. Hill, H. Flett 
K. C. Rogers 
John l"reebody 
L. C. Rogers 

William Pendergast 
McKay .1:3rothers 
G. Brown, H. Hill, H. Flett 
K. C. Rogers 
John Freebody 
L. c. llogers 

J. C. Rogers 
L. C. Ilogers 

James liraid, A. Pither, T. Dowick 
C. & V. Pendergast 
John A. c. Pendergast 
James Noonan 
J . C. Scott 
Claude J. Pendergast 

T. J . Collett, F. Eyre and 
William Hollonds 
William Hollonds, Snr. 
R. Ii. Hodge 
K. C. Hogere 

... 

'J 

" '' 
' I 



Grazing !Hock 

00 
(continued) 

B7 

B8 

B9 

BlO 

Bll 

Bl2 

Cl 

C2 
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APPENDIX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

1928-1933 
1933--1937 

1908-1927 
1927-1928 
1929-1932 
1933-1934 
1934-1937 

1908-1912 
1912-1928 
1928-1933 
1933-1940 

1908-1918 
1918-1936 

'. 1908-1932 
1933-1959 

1908-1909 
1909-1924 
1927-1929 
1929-1959 

Prior to 1933 
1933 

1908-1913 
1913-1914 
1918-1919 
1919-1920 
1920-1921 
1921-1924 
1925-Tan.1926 
1926-1927 
1927-1936 

1908-1911 
June 1912-1913 
1913-1919 
1919-1925 
1926-1928 
1928-1933 
1933-1934 
1934-1935 
1935-1940 

Occupants 

J. A. Soutter 
M. J. Pendergast and J. A. Soutter 

J. c. Rogers 
L. c. Itogers 
Fred Jarvie 
William Rogers 
J.E. llollonds 

John C. Scott 
James Duke and James McCoy 
Avonmore Settlers 
Jamee Duke 

James Duke 
Richard Duke 

J. McCoy and Sons 
William Murphy 

Fred C. Lowe 
James McCoy 
Peter McCoy 
William Murphy 

William Murphy 
T. Hamilton and others 

P. H. Howman 
James Walker and Thomas llollonds 
Peter W. Howman 
R. G. Mclllree and P. Norman 
J. T. Robinson 
P. H. Howman 
T. J. llollonds 
'Thomas ~!.addison and Thomas Arter 
Thomas 1-laddison, 'fhomas Arter and 
W. Hodgkin (1927, Hodgkin replaced 
by F. J. Kelly) 

M. B. Duane 
Bert }toper 
P. L. Duane 
P. H. Howman 
Edward L. .Maddison 
Len Prichard 
L. Prichard & W. Hodgkin 
G. T. Maddison and H.onnie Neilson 
L. Prichard & W. Hodgkin 

' ·' J 



Grazing lllock 

C3 

C4 

C5 

C6 

C7 

C8 

C9 

ClO 

Cll 

Cl2 

Cl3 
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APPENDIX D (l)(a) (Continued} 

Occupants 

Prior to 1922 
Jan.1923-0ct.1923 
Reeumed 1925-1937 

1908-1946 

1908-1914 
1914-1924 
Feb.1924-1948 

Prior to 1903 
1903-1910 
1913-1914 
1918-1921 
1921-1923 
1927-1939 

1908-1913 
1914-1916 
1918-1921 
Apr.1922-1924 
Jan.1926-1930 
.Apr.1931-1936 

1908-1915 

1918-1921 
1921-1961 

May 1914 

1908 

1908-1910 
1918-1920 
1920-1922 
1922-1925 

1925-1950 

1908-1910 
1910-1912 
1914-1915 
1918-1921 
1922-1931 
1931-1936 

1908-Aiar.1931 
Mar.1931-Jan.1940 

W. B • . Regan 
P. O'Connell 

Fred Roper 

Patrick L. Duane 
F. J. Ah Sam 
Chris. T. Johnston 

Patrick Duane, Jnr. 
Thomas McNamara 
George Hobson 
s. A. Mcl>onald 
Stewart Hollonds 
J. Dann 

J. K. Marum 
J. S. McCulloch (per J. K. Marum) 
J. P. O'Brien 
J. H. Condon and Pat Healy 
J. B. Goldsworthy 
C. S. Rowe 

P. J. Kelly 
Sub-divided in 1915 into C8 & C9 
Alex F. McDonald 
C. B. T. Cooper 

P. J . Kelly and family 

Ryder family 

J. S. McCulloch and K. Marum 
Arthur Woodside 
Lesli c "r. llruml ey 
R. L. Colleen, E. Foster and 
G. Pearson 
W. C. Greenwood 

William Johnston 
J. Robinson 
Clarke J.iros. 
John Woodside 
H. E. Petersen 
H. K. Petersen and Thomas A.~lorgan 

Charles Howard 
Victor Lawler 



Grazing Block 

Cl4 

Cl5 

Cl6 

Cl7 

Cl8 

Cl9 

C20 

C21 

C22 

C24 

.APPENDIX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

Prior to .HH4 
1914-1918 
1918 
1919-1921 
1921-1931 
1931-1939 

1908-1910 
1914-1915 
Jan.1919-1938 

1919-1938 

1908-1914 
1914-1915 
Apr.1917-app.1929 
App.1929-1948 

1908-ap'fl.1914 
1914-1916 
1918-1920 
1920-1937 

1908-1910 
1914-1915 
1919-1924 
1925-1927 
July 1931-1937 

Occupants 

? 
George liell 
P. F. Seymour 
John L. &wman 
W. F • .lHair 
J. W. l!:dmondson 

J. Lawler 
F. E. Whitehead 
Percy Norman 

J>ercy Norman 

Jamee H. McGeach, Jnr. 
J. s. l.fcCullocb 
Thomas liollonds, Snr. 
Thomas J. Hollonds 

William Wallace 
1''. B. Whitehead 
Percy Norman 
William F. lilair 

John Lawler 
F. E. Whitehead 
William Lawler 
Michael Lawler 
Fred MoDllDsen, V. Attridge & 
C. l>yaeon 

Arthur Dibbin and others 
A. W. Dibbin 

1908-1911 
1911-1928 
Subdivided 1928 
Jan.1929-1943 

into C20 and C25 

1908-1913 
Apr.1914-1915 
1918-1933 
1933-1937 

1908-1920 
Mar.1920-1946 

1~08-1916 

l!H9-l92l 
&r.1922-1943 

Prior to 1933 
1933-193ti 

T. Briggs and E. Weston 

Osborne Young 
John C. Scott 
Pat McNamal'a 
P. McNamara, A. C. Sharpe and 
T. J. McNamara 

Dan ).fcNamara 
Thomas J. McNamara 

Thomas J. McNamara 
John C. Scott 
F. A. ).lo rgan 

? 
S. Hodgkins and L. Prichard 
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Grazing .Block 

C25 

C26 

C27 

C28 

C29 

C30 

Dl 

D2 

D3 

D4 
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AJ>PENDIX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

Occupants 

Subdivision of C20 
1927-1936 

1908-1922 
1922-1930 
1930-1960 

1908-1922 
1922-1930 
1930-1960 

1908-1909 

1908 

1936-1960 

Prior to 1923 
1923-1931 
1933-1947 

1908-1920 
1920-1923 

A. W. Dibbin & William Howard 

Richard Riggall 
.t;llen Riggall 
E.J., J. and W. J. Naughton 

Richard Riggall 
Ell en lti gga 11 
Naughton Broe. 

Albert 'freasure 

H. Petersen; later H. Petersen 
and D. }.fcNamara 

Naughton Bros. 

? 
Thomae Ho llonds 
Stewart Hollonds 

Harry Treasure 
C. Conley, J. Conley, W. Carthew 
and J. Davies (v. & R. Sharpe 
took over from Davies in 1922) 

1923 divided into 
1923-1948 

lH and D6 

Formerly part of D3 
Jan.1921-1924 
Mar.1927 

Nov.1927-1931 
1931-1948 

H. L. Treasure and Sons 

Jamee Culhane 
H .. L. Treasure, 
M. Culhane 
A. Guy 
H. L. Treasure 

G. Lucas and 

1908-1911 Donald Gow 
1911-1936 H. L. Treasure and C. L. Treasure 
Subdivided in 1921 into D3 and D2 

1908-1909 

1909-Jan.1911 
Jan.1911-1920 
1920-1924 
1924-1935 

1911 

John &!ward Treasure and 
William S. Treasure 
Ernest Gow 
H. L. Treasure 
Scott and .Riley 
H. L. Treasure, William Itiggall 
and Thomas rhelan (.lti ggall 
d~opped out in 1930) 

ll. L. Treasure and family 

' ' 
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APPENDIX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

-----==---============================== 
Grazing lllock 

El 

E3 

FA 

E7 

Fl 

F2 

Occupants 

Fonnerly part of Dl 
1926-1929 
1929-1947 

1908-1915 
May 1919-1920 
1920-1922 
1922-1925 
1925-1932 

1914-1915 
1919-1923 
Jan.1926-1931 
1933-1935 
1935-1941 

Prior to 1914/ 15 
1918-1919 
1919-1924 
1924-1938 

1908-1918 
1918-1922 
1920s-1935 

H. L. Treasure 
H. L. Treasure, A. J. Treasure, 
Victor Attridge, D. Moran 

William 1''rank Lovick 
F. Klingsporn 
L. O. Smith 
Fred A. Hoss and Lewis T. Graves 
J. W. Hearn and J. H. Seymour 

George H. Lovick 
Alarti n Tiernan 
John A. McLeod and Lewis T. Graves 
Sam J. Christopher 
J. E. Gorman 

W. F. & G. H. Lovick 
F. Klingsporn 
John C. l!ullock 
J. W. Hearn and J. H. Seymour 

J. C. H. Graves 
Lewis (Hob) Graves 
J. W. Klingsporn, .I!: . McCormick, 
Jobn llullock, Frank Klingsporn 

See Pastoral Allotment 7L 

1909-1918 
1919/20-1935 

July 1909-Nov.1909 
Nov.1909-1927 

1927-1935 

1908-1914 
1914-1918 
1918-1928 
1928-1934 

1934-1969 

1908-1914 
1914-1918 
HHS-1928 
1928-1934 
1934-1969 

James Barclay 
William Frank Lovick 

John Ware 
John Ware, Franz Klingsporn and 
Franz Julius Klingsrorn 
John W. Klingsporn and John Ware 

Allan C. Bryce 
Arthur J. Phillips 
E. J. Allen 
John J. Hoban, John Hennie, 
Reg Harnewall, Allen llros.(4), 
(Wonnangatta Syndicate) 
Guy family 

David Bryce 
Geoffrey Ritchie 
John W. All en 
Wonnangatta Syndicate 
Guy Bros. 



Grazing Block 

li'3 

F4 

P4A 

F5 

F6 

F7 

F8 

F9 

FlO 
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APPENDIX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

1908-1914 
1914-1918 
1918-1928 
1928-1934 
1934-1969 

1908-1910 
Aug.1910-1915 
Subdivided in 
1917-1919 
1919-1920 
May 1921-1927 
1933-1934 
1934-1935 

Formerly part 
1915-1931 
1931-1933 
1935-1937 

1908-1909 
1909-1921 
1921-1956 

Prior to 1925 
App.1925-1933 
1933-1936 
1936-1938 

1908-1911/ 12 
.Apr.1913-1923 
1924-1925 
Feb.1928-1933 
Feb.1934-1939 

1908-1912 
Mar.1913-1914 
1914-1920 
Mar.1920-1929 
1929-1943 

1908-1936 
1936-1943 

Jan.1909-1910 
Aug.1910-1918 
1918-1924 

1924-1927 
1927-1944 

Occupants 

David Bryce 
Ivy E. Phillips 
Edward C. Allen 
Wonnangatta Syndicate 
Guy .liros. 

William Reid 
Pat Higgins 

1915 into F4 and F'4A 
Franz Klingsporn 
Frank wvick 
Joe Coloe 
J'at Higgins 
William J. McMichael 

of F4 
Pat Higgins 
J. Coloe 
J . C. Higgins 

Charlotte Flanagan 
John Norton 
J. V. Kelly 

' T. J. Jfiggins 
Pat Higgins 
W. J. Mcliichael 

James Holme 
Peter Norton 
J. Coloe 
Michael Higgins 
P. Coloe 

Edward Ri ggall 
Perguson .Hros. 
Arthur McMicbael 
Alfred A. McMichael 
w. J. McMicbael 

Henry Miller 
H. Miller and w. J. McMichnel 

Hugh Morrison 
Henry Aii Her 
Boi&dale Syndicate (John Hurns, 
Dan L. McDonald, w. H. Carr, 
W. L. McCole, A. G. Foster -
J. Diver replaced Burns in 1919) 
Alex Guy 
Henry ),filler 



Grazing Block 

Fl! 

Fl2 

Fl3 

Gl 

G2 

G3 

Hl 

H2 

.APPEND.IX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

Prior to 1916 
1916-1918 
1919-1921 
1921-1923 
1924-1928 
1933-1936 

1906-1919 
Jan.1923-1944 

1909-1914 
1914-1918 
1918-1921 
1921-1924 
1926-1928 
1929-1936 

Occupants 

? 
Michael McCarthy 
W. s . .McCale 
P. H. Smyth 
C. D. Estoppey 
A. J. Estoprey 

C. H. Cameron 
Henry Miller 

Alex Guy 
Henry ldi ller 
Boisdale Syndicate 
R. E. lfcFarlane 
Jack Guy 
Henry Mi 11 er 

Prior to 1920 1 
June 1920-1921 Sidney Allen 
1921-1929 W. Sutcliffe 
(probably used from arprox.1908 to 1930s by 

G. lloskin and R. Dale) 
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1908-Apr.1910 
1920-1921 
1922-1923 

1923-1938 

C. S. Gleeson 
Frank Higgins 
J. H. Seymour (used illegally by 
Hoskin & Co. probably from 1908-1923) 
Richard Dale 

1909-1938 

Feb.1909-1913 
1913-1927 
1927-1931 
1931-1953 

Forll)er ly part 
1915-1920 
1921-1922 
1922-1923 
1923-1943 

J. B. Hoskin for Hoskin Bros. 
(J. H. Hoskin dropped out 1913) 

Drew Norman 
Thomas McMichael 
Alfred J. ltumpff 
D. E. Flynn 

of· H2 
Thomas Allen 
W. Sutcliffe 
N. Freeman 
Fred Jans 

Thomas Allen 
James .Anderson 

1908-1910 
1913-1915 
Subdivided 
1915-1916 
1917-1920 
1920-1921 
1922-1925 

in 1915 into Hl and li2 
.t:dward Anderson 
Thomae Allen 
George F. Sparke 
William G. Freeman 

' 1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



Grazing Block 

}12 

(continued) 

H3 

APPENDIX D (l)(a) (Continued) 

Occupants 

1925-194~ Fred Jane 
(Note: Sparke wae Jane'nephew; Sparke, Preeman 

and Jans worked in together) 

Grazed in conjunction (illegally) with Hl and 112 
up till 1931 
1931-1932 Fred Jans 
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APPl!W>IX D (l)(b) 
t I 

I 

occurANTS OF SMALL ALLOTMENTS (l.''llEEHOU> & CROWN) 
I 

! 
1 

l 

I 
Unit Allot. Area Occupants j 

No. acres I 
' 

Nunniong 1 640 Approx.1900-Nov.1907 Thomae Doyle 
Nov.1907-0ct.1923 James McCoy 
Oct.1923-Dec.1943 William Douglas McCoy 

& John Malcolm McCoy 
Dec.1943-Jan.1949 Daisy P. A. Boucher 

Cobungra 24 317 1895-1899 Gustave Petersen 
1899-1921 Henry Petersen 
1921-1936 H. E. & G. Petersen 

25 & 1,258 Mar.1887-June 1889 Will iam Petersen 
26 Feb.1891-1914 Charles Edwin Rundell 

1914-1923 Eugene M. Petersen 
1923-1936 H. E. & G. Petersen ·1 

I 

27 827 1903-1918 Mary A. B. Spencer I 1918-1919 R. ltiggall 
1919-1930 Ellen Riggall I 

1 

1930-1960 E.L., J. & W.J.Naughton ·1 

31 800 Dec.1887-1891 w. M. Sharpe 
1898-1936 Henry E. Petersen 

32 1,279 Jan.1903-1918 Florence A. Spencer 
1918-HH9 R. Riggall 
1919-1930 E. Riggall 
1930-1960 Naughton .Broe. 

34 1,112 Prior to 1926 ' 
. 
1 

1926-1930 William Riggall r 1930-1960 Naughton Bros. 

35 858 1903-1906 Sarah M. Gray 
1907-1915 Constance M.S.Spencer i 
1915-1940 Francis ll. Morgan 

1 36 640 Prior to 1901 ? (Gus Petersen in 
1888) 

l 

I 
1901-1937 Andrew H. Sharpe I 

I 

37 543 1902-1936 Ida Maria Petersen 

38 1,280 1907-1909 Mary I. Spencer 
1911-1926 Gustave & H.B.Petersen 
1926-1930 E. ltiggall 
1930-1960 Naughton Bros. 
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AJlPENDIX D (l}(b} (Continued) 
149 

Unit Allot. Area Occupants 
No. acres 

Cobungra 39 & 1,278 1907-Jan.1912 George P. G. Spencer 
(continued) 39A ? ? 

1930-1960 Naughton Broe. 

40 370 1896-1898 Charles Kind 
1899-1923 Hugh ).{c J<'a r lane 
Subdivided in 1923 into 40 & 40A 
1923-1936 Athel L. Petersen 

40A 337 1923-1930 William E. Riggall 
1930-1960 Naughton Bros. 

41 410 Prior to 1930 ? 
1930-1960 Naughton Bros. 

42 1,050 1907-1912 Mary Spencer 
? ? 

43 612 Nov.1886-1920 Andrew H. Sharpe 
1920-1941 Estelle E. Sharpe 

44 629 May 1887-1895 Fred Box 
1895-1920 George H. Steed 
1920-1923 Violet J. Higgall 
Subdivided in 1923 into 44 & 44A 
1923-1927 ~11 en H.i ggall 
1927 Charles E. Rundell 

44A. 240 1923 J. P. O'Connell 
1923-1924 H. D. ).(cFarlane 
1925-1927 Allan ltiggall 

. 1927-1928 Andrew Sharpe 
1928-1930 E. ltiggall 
1930-1960 Naughton ilros. 

46 1,024 1902-1914 Thomae McNamara 
1914-1931 :Eclith G. Sharpe 
1931-1937 V. J. Sharpe 

47 & 877 1902-1940 Francie A. Morgon 
47A 

49 & 639 1887-1888 G. W. Powney (49 only} 
49A 1899-1923 .Mary A. B. Spencer 

1923-1930 Ellen Riggall 
1930-HJ60 Naughton .liros. 

50 491 1902-1914 Albert Edward McNamara 
1915-1937 Vincent J. Sharpe 



Unit 

Cobuugra 
(continued) 

Dargo High 
Plaine 

Moroka 

Allot. 
No. 

51A, .B 
&C 

51 

53 & 
53A 

1 

2 & 
2A 

4 

5 

5A 

5B 

9 

1 

2 

3 

4 & 4A 

.APrl!NDIX D (1) (b) (Continued) 

Area 
acres 

637 1902-1930 
1930-1960 

496 1902-1955 

239 1903-1925 
1925-1946 

Occupants 

Catherine A. Rundell 
Naughton Bros. 

Patrick McNamara 

Ida M. Petersen 
Athel L. Petersen 

Note: Information for eome allotments 
could not be located 

655 1886 Donald Gow, Snr. 
Occupancy continued by Gow family. In 
1940s held by Wraith and Gow 

664 1886-1889 
Farly 1890s-

1920 
1920 

947 1886-1902 
1902-1945 

Richard Gow 
George Treasure 

Treasure family 

Donald Gow, Jnr. 
Ernest Gow 

823 1886-1889 David Gow 
1890s or early 

1900s-1910 J. H. Gamel 

150 

l Formerly miner's right held by Treasures 
1913 Treasure family 

150 1908-1917 
1917-1940 

526 1888-1893 

1,277 

1900-1903 

1900-1903 

Possibly up 
to 1908 

1900-1903 
Jan.1905-1906 
1~07-1908 

John H. Gamel 
Clara V. Treasure 

Richard Gow 

Herbert A. O'Brien 

Mary G. O'Brien 

H. Morrison 

Charles Joseph McLean 
Angelina McDonald 
C. ~iaguire 

).foroka allotments consolidated into Grazing Block Fl3 in 
1908. Plan details of the subdivision could not be located. 

l 
I I 

I 
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APPENDIX D (1) {b) {Continued) 

Unit Allot. Area Occupants 
No. acres 

Snowy Hange 2. 680 1888-1903 Cecil Zohrab Bde (n~phew 
of C. S. Holme) 

1907-1914 Sydney C • .t:de 
1915-1921 Patrick Higgins 
Subdivided into 2 and 2A in 1921 
1922-19408 Patrick Higgins 

2A 1921-1922 Myles Higgins 
1922-1940e Patrick Higgins 

3 1903-1927 111ichael Higgins 
1927-1940 John C. Higgins 

4 319 1884-1886 Charles H. Biddle 
1892-1894/5 Thomas Culhane 
1900-1927 Michael Hi ggins 
1927-1940 John C. Higgins 

6 1883-1890s William T. Bryce 
Then incorporated with surrounding 

Grazing lHock 

8 1884-1914 Annie Bryce 
1914-1918 Philips & Ritchie 
1918-1934 Allen .liros . /Wonnangatta 

Syndicate 

Spring Hill l 193 1903-1921 Annie McMichael 
1921-19408 Rumpff Brothers 

2 300 1903-1921 Thomae McMichael 
1921-19408 Rwnpff Drothers 

Sources: File records and registers of the Department of Crown lands 
& Survey; Government Gazettes 

I I 
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APP»IDIX D (2) 

HIGH COUNTRY GRAZlh'RS 1835 - 1935 

Name 

Ah Sam, F. J. 

Allen lirothers 
(I!Aiward J. , John \'I., 
Thomae H., Sidney) 

.Allen, Sidney 

All en , Tholllns 

Arter, Thomas 

Attridge, Victor 

Ballie, William G. 
(Speculator) 
(;_,l r ( /.-;, - -:Jc.,....c ~ 

Bell, George 

Bennison, Richard 

District of 
Residence 

Omeo 

Darlingford 
1914-1924 
Thornton 
1924-1934 

Darlingford 

Ten Mile 

Dede rang 

Harriet ville 

Basin Creek, 
Yackandandah 

Gippsland 

Bertram, Colin Campbell ? 
(Speculator) 

Biddle, Charles ll. .Eaglevale 

Blair, Frank Bright 

Blair, William F. Bright 

Grazing Run Dates of Tenancy 

C5 1914-1924 

Fl 1918-1934 
F2 1918-1934 
F3 1918-1934 
(Wonnangatta Station) - in 1928 
combined also with J. Hoban, 
J. Rennie and R. Barnwell - not 
listed - to form Wonnangatta 
Syndicate 

Gl 

Hl 
112 

Cl 

D6 
Cl9 

Dargo High 
Plains 

!' ·1 
Cl4 
Cl5 

1920-1921 

1915-1920 
1908-1910 and 
March 1917-1920 

Jan.1926-1936 

1929-1935 
1931-1937 

May-June 1869 

•I ' ,_ 

1914-1918 
1916-1917 

Bennison 1861-1868 
J>lains 

(part of .Eaglevale run but 
Bennison actually held licence 
for the Mt. Wellington run) 

Howqua Hills May-July 1874 

Snowy S.A.4 1884-1886 

Cl4 1921-1931 

Cl8 1920-1960 

Boisdale Syndicate - see Burns, J., McDonald, D.L., Carr, W.H., 
McCole, W.L., Poster, A.G., Diver, J. 

'I • 

I I 

I 
' ' . 

; l 
1 

' I 
~ l 
! .! 

1 

l 

l 



Name 

Box, Frederick 

Brady, Joh!l 

Braid, James 

Breen, Thomas 

Brewer, E. 

Briggs, T. 

Brumley, Leslie J. 
(Retd.Sold.) 

Bryce, J. P. William 
and family 

Bullock, John C. 
(netd.Sold.) 

Burns, John 

Campbell, Henry 
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District of 
Residence 

Cobungra 

Euro bin 

Hinnamunjie 

Ovens Valley 

Omeo 

i.Urobin 

Myrtleford 

Wonnangatta. 

Mansfield 

Boisdale 

f.liaay 

Grazing Run 

Darbalary 
Dargo High 
Plains 

llogong High 
Plains '}.f' 

Bogong High 
Plains 'O' 

Bogong High 
Plains 'P' 

Cobungra 
SA44 

Mt. Buffalo 

Dates of Tenancy 

1872-1901 
March 1887-

.May 1898 
1894-1901 

1894-1901 

1887-1888, 
1898-1901 
1887-1895 

1891-1922 

B4 1908-1913 
(shared with Pither, A. and 
Dowick, T. - not listed 
ser>arately) 

Mt. St.Bernard Jan.1878-? 
Dargo High 1882-1887 
Plains 

Bogong High 
Plains 'N' 

C20 

cu 

Wonnangatta 
PA.s 7D, 7P, 7E 
Snowy SA6 
(William T.) 
Snowy SA8 
(Anne) 
Fl (Alan C.) 
F2 (John) 
F3 (David) 

E3 

1887-1888 

Jan.1929-1943 

1920-1922 

f 
1870-1866, 
1887-1914 
l883-1890s 

1884-1908 

1908-1914 
1908-Jan.1915 
1908-1914 

1919-1924 

FlO & Fl3 1918-1919 
(Boisdale Syndicate) 

Bogong High 
Plains 

1878-1883 



= 
Name 

Carr, W. H. 

Christopher, J. 

Christol'her, Sam J. 

Clough, J. H. & Co. 

Collen, R. L. 

Coloe, Joseph 

Cocwi OS' J . L. 

Cc-ndon, Char l e·s 

Condon, John 

Condon, J. H. 

Condon, William 

Cooper, C.B.T.(Ben) 

Coughlan, Walter 

Coughlan, William 

Craig, George N. 
(Speculator) 

Criep, Sidney S. 
(Speculator) 

CUlhane, Thomae 

Culhane, James 
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District of 
Residence 

Boisdale 

Merrijig 

Chee hunt 

? 

Omeo 

Boiedale 

&say 

Omeo 

Tongio 

Omeo 

Tawonga 

Cobungra 

Cobungra 

' 
? 

Talbotville 

Grazing Run Dates of Tenancy 

FlO & Fl3 1918-1924 
(.lioisdale Syndicate) 

Agistment east 1932-1933 
of Mansfield 

1933-1935 

.Bundaramunjie 1862-Apr.1870 
(Mortgaged to Melbourne Banking 
Corp.Ltd. 1867-1870) 

Darbalnry 1861-1870 

Cll 1922-1925 

F4A 1931-1935 
F4 May 1921-1933 
F7 May 1925-1927 & 

Feb.1934-Feb.1939 

Bl2 1930s 

Bogong High 1902-1903 
Plaine •c;• 

.Bogong High 1902-1903 
Plains 'N' 

C7 1922-1924 

Bogong lligh 1887-1888 
Pl~ins 'K' 

C8 1921-1973 

Cobungra East 1884-mid-1890s 
FA2A 1886-1896 

Cobungra .l!:ast 1884-mid-1890s 

Howqua Hille 1868-1872 

Howqua Hills 1868-1872 

Snowy SA4 1892-1904/05 

Crooked River D2 Jan.1921-1922 



Name 

Dale, &chard 

Dallimore, Frederick 
(Speculator) 

Damm, J. 

Desailly, Edwin 

Dibbin, Arthur w. 

Dibbin, Walter 

Diver, John 

Doyle, Thomas 

Drevennan, F. W. 

Duane, Mathis 

l>uane, Patrick 

Duke, James 

Duke, Richard 

Dyason, C. 

Ede, Cecll r.ohrab 

Ede, Sydney C. 

Edmondson, James W. 
(Retd.Sold.) 

Estoppey, Andrew J. 
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District of 
Residence 

Mansfield 

? 

Tawonga 

? 

Free burgh 

Freeburgh 

Boisdale 

Bindi 

Tawonga 

Tawonga 

Gelantipy 

Bruthen 

Melbourne 

.Eaglevale 

Eaglevale 

Tawonga 

liriagolong 

Grazing Run Dates of Tenancy 

G2 1923-1938 

Bundaramunjie May-Oct.1862 

C6 1927-1939 

Ingeegoodhee Jan,1869-Apr.1870 

C20 1908-Jan.1929 
(Shared with others not listed) 
C25 1927-1939 

Old }.{t. Hotham 1905-1908 
Reserve 

Bogong High 
Plains 

early 1900s 

FlO & Fl3 1919-1924 
(Boisdale Syndicate) 

PA 2M 
Nunniong SAl 

Cobungra East 

Bogong High 
Plains 'N' 

C2 

Bogong High 
Plains 'R' 

C2 
C5 

B8 
B9 

B9 

Cl9 

Snowy SA2 

Snowy SA2 

Cl4 

Fll 

1886-1904 
1900-1907 

1871-1878 

~!arch 1901-1908 

1908-1910 

1887-1900 

1908-1919 
1908-1914 

Mar.1912-appr.1935 
1908-1917 

Feb.1918-1936 

1931-1937 

1888-1903 

1907-1914 

Aug.1931-Feb.1939 

1933-1936 
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Name District of Grazing Run Dates of Tenancy-
Residence 

Estor1rey, c. D. Briagolong Fll Feb.1924-1928 

Ettershnnk, John Melbourne Dargo High 1867-1869 
(.Speculator} <.> ; '' :(\'' 

'~ ~' Plains 

I I I f ' ':1 ~ ) s I 
hvans, John llyhree PA 3Ji' 1888-1890 I I 

Bog<fng High 1888-1893 i 

I Plains 'K'' i 

'M' & 'O' I 

Bogong High 1897-1901 I 
Plains 'N' l 

j 

Farrington, Dennis Free burgh Bogong High 1887-1888 · 1 
Plains 'HI 

(Unlicensed grazing of Hogong l 
High Plains from at least 1882 -

., 
I 

possibly from late 1870s) 

Faithful, Henry Wangaratta or Bogong High 1887-1888 
Omeo Plains 'l' 

Faithful, Florence Wangaratta or Bogong High 1887-1888 
Omeo Plains 'S' ; ) . 

! 

Ferguson Brothers Glenmaggie F8 1913-1914 

Foster, A. G. .Boisdale FlO & Fl3 1918-1924 
(Hoisdale Syndicate) 

}'razer, Simon ? Beechere Hill 1866-1867 
(SJIC?CUlator) 

f 

I 
l · 

Freebody, John Gelantipy Bl 1931-1933 l 

1 
Gamel, John H. Mayf ord Dar go SA 5B 1908-1917 1 

I 
Gibbs, William F. ? Dargo High April 1870-1872 
(Speculator) Plains 

Gibson, James Benambra A6 1908-1938 

Gibson, John Benambra A5 1908-1938 
PA IR 1892-1908 , 
Bogong High 1887-1888 
Plains 'M' ' I 

Gibson, Joseph Thowgla .A2 1908-1925 l 
Gibson, John Thowgla .A2 1926-1967 I 

I 
• •.; .. 



Name 

Gibson, William li!. 

Gleeson, C. S. 

Goldie, Thomas 

Goldsworthy, J. D. 

Gow, David 

Gow, Donald, Snr. 

Gow, Donald,Jnr. 

Gow, Ernest 

Gow, Richard 

Graves, James C. H. 

Graves, Le.ti.a .r. (Bob) 

Gray, Edward 

Gray, G. II. 

Gray, George, Snr. 

Gray, Sarah M. 

Greenwood, Wal tcr 
(Rctd.Sold.) 

Guy, Alexander 

APPENDIX D (2) (Continued) 

District of 
Residence 

Sele 

Jamieson 

Buckland 
Valley 

Hu on 

Grazing Run 

PA 7V 

G2 

PA 6B & 6C 
{ltt. Buffalo) 

C7 

Harrietville Dargo SA.5 

llarrietville Dargo SAl 

·Harrietville Dargo SA4 
lieechers Hill 
D2 & D3 

Harrietville Dargo SA4 
D5 

Harrietville Dargo SA2 & 
SA2.A 

lit·. Battery, 
Mansfield 

Ut. Battery, 
l{ansfield 

Cobungra 

Omeo 

Pelican 
lagoon, 
Wangaratta 

Omeo 

Omeo 

Crooked H.iver 

Dargo SA.9 

6R & 6Q 

El 
E2 

Hundaramunjie 
Darbalary 

Bogong lligh 
Plains 'K' 

Cobungra 
Station 

Cobungra SA.36 

Cll 

PA 7W 
FlO 
Fl3 
00 
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Uates of Tenancy 

1898-1908 

1908-April 1910 

possibly 1870s 
up to 1890 
(unlicensed) 

Jan.1926-1930 

1886-1889 

1886-early 1900s 

1886-1902 
1887-1908 
1908-1911 

1902-1945 
1909-Jan.1911 

1886-1889 

1888-1893 

1889-1918 

1922-1925 
Jan.1926-1931 

1857-1862 
1859-1861 

1901-approx.1908 

1851-1859 

1903-1906 

1925-1966 

1900-1908 
1924-1926 
1909-1912 
1922-1924 

t 
I 

1. 



Nwne 

Guy, Alex. & Sons 
(John D. & Arthur) 

Guy, John D. 

APPENDlX D (2) . (Continued) 

District of 
Residence 

Grazing Run 

Crooked River Fl 
F2 
F3 

Crooked H.iver D2 
Fl3 
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Dates of Tenancy 

1934-1969 
1934-1969 
1936-1969 

1927-1931 
1936-1929 

Hamilton, Thomas McKnight Ensay Bogong lligh 1883-1887 
J>lains 

Bogong High 1887-1902 
J>lains 'F' 

Harper, George G. ? 
(Speculator) 

Beechers Hill 1872-1873 

Healy, Patrick Tongio C7 April 1922-1924 

Hearn, J. W. Boorolite, via El 1925-1932 
1925-1938 
1932-1933 

Higgins, Eugene 

Higr,ins, John 

Higgins, John C. 

Higgins, Michael, Snr. 

lliggins, },{ichael, Jnr. 

Higgins, llyles 

Higgins, Patrick 

lligginson, J. 

Hobbs, Marcus 

Mansfield E3 

Benambra 

Omeo 

Newry 

Talbotville, 
Cowwar after 
1920 

Glenmaggie 

Dar go 

Talbotville, 
Cowwar after 
1919 

Tawonga 

Tawonga . 

Agistment east 
of Mansfield 

Bundaramunjie Jan.-Oct.1879 

Bundaramunjie 1870-1879 

F4A 1935-1937 
Snowy SA3 & SA4 1927-1940 

PA 7D 
Snowy SA3 
Snowy SA4 

F7 

Snowy SA2A 

F4A 
F4 
F4 
F6 
Snowy SA2 
Snowy ~ 

mid-1890e-1908 
1903-1927 
1900-1927 

Feb.1928-1933 

1921-1922 

1915-1931 
1933-1934 
1910-1915 
1933-1936 
1915-1940s 
1920-1940s 

grazed .liogong Plaine from late 
1890s-early 1900s without 
licence 

Bogong High 
Plains 'B' 

1887-1908 



AFPENDIX D (2) (Continued) 

Name District of 
Residence 

Grazing Hun 

llodge, R. H. Butchers Itidge B6 

Hodgkin, W. J. Eskdale Cl 
C2 

Hollonds, J. E. Benambra B7 

llol lGnds, J. CM!eo PA 3Q 

Hollonds, Stewart Tawonga C6 
C30 

Hollonds, Thomas, Snr. Tawonga Bogong High 
Plains 'D' 

Hollonds, 'l'homas J. , Snr. Tawonga Cl 
Cl7 

Hollonds, Thomas J.,Jnr . Tawonga South Cl7 

Hollonds, William, Snr. Benambra 
(from Kiewa 
1880.s) 

Holme, Constantine Shira Eaglevale 

Holme, James F.aglevale 

l!oold n, J. B. Jamieson 

Howa1·d, Cllar l es Harri et vi 11 e 

Howard, William, Snr. Harrietville 

Howman, Peter H. Eskdale 

Howman, Frank A. Eekdale 

llo'Wll16n, William Harri et vi 11 e 

C30 

B6 
in Part C24 

Bogong lligh 
Plains 'C' 

Beechers Hill 
Eaglevale 

J>A 7H 

F7 

G3 

Cl3 

Old Mt.llotham 
Reserve 

Cl 
(2 

PA~ J ! 

Mt.St.Bernard 
~et 
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Dates of Tenancy 

1926-1927 

1927-1930 
1933-1937 

1934-1937 

1886-1887 

1921-1923 
1933-1947 

1890-early 1900s 

1913-1925 
April 1917-1925 

1926-1949 
1923-1931 

1911-1926 
1908-1916 
1887-1908 

Dec.1869-Feb.1872 
1869-1885 (1~83-
1885 mortgaged to 
Bank of Victoria) 
1886-1908 

1908-1913 

1908-1928 

1908-March 1931 

1905-1908 

1908-1924 
1919-1924 
1884/85-early 

1900s 

1919-1922 

1876-1887 
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Name 

Huggi us, u. B. 

Hughes, Richard 

llynam, William 

Ince, Richard, Jnr. 

Irwin, Thomas 
(Speculator) 

Irwin, W. J. 
(Speculator) 

Jans, Frederick 

Jarvis, Frederick 

Jarvis, H. J. 

Johnston, Christopher T. 

Johnston, William 

Jones, Alfred 

Jones, Walter Edwin 

Jones, David 

Kelley, John K. 

Kelly, Patrick J. 

Kelly, Thomas 

Kind, Charles 

King, Richard 

District of 
Residence 

Tawonga 

Euro bin 

Merrijig 

Maf f ra 

Sale 

Sale 

Traralgon 

Benambra 

Benambra 

Tongio 

Tongio 

Summer lea, 
Dargo 

Dargo Flat 

Cbeo 

F.skdale 

Omeo 

Cobungra 

Omeo 

Grazing Run Date of Tenancy 

Bogong High 1897-1908 
Plains 'K' 

Mt. Duff alo early 1900s-1922 

Howqua Hills 1888-1893 

PA 7V 1893-1898 

PA 7V 1888-1889 

PA 7W 1889-1890 

Hl 
112 
H3 

B7 

Part C24 

C5 

Cl2 

Dargo High 
Plains 

Dargo High 
Plains 

Limestone 
Creek 

C2 

Bogong High 
Plains area 

ca 
C9 

Cl 

1923-1946 
1925-1946 
1931-1932 

1929-1932 

1919-1926 

1924-1948 

1908-1910 

April 18.7.2-1882 

Oct.1872-1882 

March 1858-1860 

1920-1922 

illegally late 
1890s-1908 
1908-1915 
1915-19308 

1930-1936 

Cobungra SA 40 1896-1898 

Cobungra .East Dec.1878-1896 
Dargo High 1887-1898 
Plains 
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Name District of Grazing Hun Dates of Tenancy 
nesidence 

Klingeporn, Franz, Snr. Merrijig PA 7L 1903/04-1919 
F4 1917-1919 
F2 1919-1920 
F.3 1918-1919 

Klingsporn, Frank lferrijig E8 1909-1927 
J>A 7L 1903/04-1919 

Klingsporn, John W. Merri jig E8 1927-1932 
Agistment east 1932-1940s 

of Mansfield 

Lavis, Thomas ' (Speculator) 
Bundaramunjie April-Aug. 1870 

Lalt•es, Henry 
(Speculator) 

Howqua Hills 1867-1868 

Lawler, Ellen Germantown Cl5 1909-1910 
(wife of John, Snr. Cl9 1909-1911 
dec'd 1909} Old Hotham 1909-1943 

Reserve 

Lawler, E. A. Bright Cl4 June-Oct.1933 

Lawler, John, Snr. Germantown PA 3$ 1897-1908 
Old Hotham 1908-1909 
Reserve 

Cl5 1908-1909 
Cl9 1908-1909 

Lawler, John Edward Harrietville D6 1923-1926 

Lawler, Michael Free burgh Cl9 1925-1927 
(Manager of Estate of 

J. Lawler) 

Lawler, Victor N. Freeburgh Cl3 1931 

Lawler, William Freeburgh Cl9 1919-1924 

Lewis, Joseph }Joyhu Mt. Cobbler mid-1890s-1902 
(unlicensed} 

I 

U>vick, John lferrijig PA 7L 1919-1948 

U>vick, George H. Merrijig f2 1908-1909, 
1914-1915 

Agietment east 1932-1935 
of Mansi'i~ld 



Name 

Lovick, W. Frank 

Lowe, Frederick, Snr. 

Lowe, Frederick Charles 

Lowe, Horatio 

McCale, W. S. 

McCarthy, Michael 

McCormick, E. 

McCoy, James 

McCoy, William Douglas 
& Malcolm 

McCoy, M. & Sons 

~{cCoy, Peter 

McCrae, A. G. 

McCulloch, J. S. 

licDonald, Angelina 

lfoDonald, D. c. 

lfcDonald, John 
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District of 
Residence 

Merri jig 

Omeo 

Bindi 

Omeo 

liaffra 

Dar go 

Merrijig 

F.nsay 

Ensay 

F.nsay 

Bairnsdale 

? 

Rudds Point, 
Carrathool, 
N.s.w. 

Wa-de-lock 

Boisdale 

Maffra 

Grazing Run 

F4 
El 
F.3 
E7 

Nunniong 

PA 2L 
PA 2M 
Bll 

Nunniong 

Dates of Tenancy 

1919-1920 
1908-1915 
1908-1915 
1919-1935 

1873-1887 

1902-1908 
HW4/05-1908 
1908-1909 

1873-1887 

Fll 1919-1921 
FlO & Fl3 1918-1924 
(Boisdale Syndicate) 

Fll 1916-1919 

Agistment east 1932-1935 
of Mansfield 

BS 
BU 
Nunniong SAl 

B8 
Bll 
Nunniong SAl 

BlO 

Bll 
Bl2 

Mt. Useful 

Bogong High 
Plains 'F' 

C7 
cu 
Cl7 

1912-1920 
1909-1920 
1907-1923 

1920-1940 
1920-1927 
1923-1943 

1908-1932 

1927-April 1929 
1930s (share 
J, Commins) 

1860-1864 

1902-1908 

1914-Feb. HH6 
1908-1910 
1914-1915 

Moroka SA4 & 4A 1905-1906 

FlO & Fl3 1918-1924 
(Boisdale Syndicate) 

Part PA 7W 1903/04-1908 

, , 
I 
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Name 

McDonald, S. A. 

llcDonald, Al ex. F. 

McFarlane, Hugh D. 

McPnrlanE', Jomes 

McFarlane, Malcolm 

McFarlane, u. E. 

McGeoch, James H., Jnr. 

District of 
Residence 

Huon 

Hu on 

Glenmaggie 

Currawong 
Station, 
N.s.w. 

Glenmaggie 

Talbotville 

Wodonga 

Grazing Run Dates of Tenancy 

C6 
C8 

C8 

PA 7V 
PA 7W 
Cobungra 
C<ibungra 

1918-1921 
1918-1921 

1918-1921 

1890-1892 
1890-1893 

SA 40 1899-1923 
SA44A 1923-1924 

Unlicensed use of McFarlane 's 
Flat 1835 up to possibly 1840s 

Occupied Mt. Wellington country 
without authority approx. 1855 
to early 1~60s 

Cl3 

Cl7 

1921-1926 

1908-l9ll 

McGuffie, James Bombala,N.S.W. Suggan Buggan 1856-1857 

Mclllree, Norman & Albury 
Robert G. 

Mackintosh, Murdoch Dargo Flat 

Mackay Brothers Delegate, 
N.s.w. 

McKenzie, Malcolm Kenneth Ensay 

McLean, Charlns Joseph Wa-de-lock 

lie Lean, ? Ovens Valley 

McLeod, John A. Mansfield 

McMichael, Alfred Austin Glenmaggie 
(Retd.Sold.) 

McMichael, Annie Glenmaggie 

Cl 1919-1920 

lieechers Hill 1875-1886 
Mt.Wellington 

(2) 
1877-1883 

lil 1917-1920 
B2 . 1916-1933 

Bogong· High 1875-1878 
Plains 

Moroka SA4 & 1900-1903 
4A 

Dargo High 1882-1887 
Plains 

E2 Jan.1926-1931 

F8 Mar.1920-1 929 

Spring Hill 1903-1921 
SAl 



Name 

McMichael, Arthur 

McMichael, Thomas 

McMichael, W. J. 

M~Millan, Ewan 

McNamara, Albert Edward 

McNamara, Daniel 

McNamara, Patrick 

McNamara, Thomas 

McNamara, T. J. 

~laass, Claus 

Maass, lians 

Maddison, F.dward L. 

Maddison, George 

lladdison, G. T. 

Maddison, Thomas 

Maguire, C. 

Martin, William 
(Speculator) 

Marum, J. Kiernan 

Meighan, John 
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District of 
Residence 

Glenmaggie 

Glen11aggie 

Glenmaggie 

Gippsland 

Omeo 

Omeo 

<beo 

Omeo 

<beo 

' 
Cobungra 

Tawonga 

Tawonga 

Tawonga 

Dederang and 
Tawonga 

Dar go 

Gardiner 
(Melbourne) 

Tawonga 

Omeo 

Grazing Run Dates of Tenancy 

F8 1914-llar.1920 

Spring Hill SA2 1903-1921 

F8 

PA 7W 

Bogong High 
Plains 1 H. 1 

Cobungra SA50 

C22 
C29 

C21 
Cobungra SA51 

Bogong High 
Plains 'A' 

C6 
Cobungra SA46 

C21 
C22 

Cobungra l<!ast 

Cobungra East 

C2· 

1934-1935 

Jan.1889-1890 

1902-1908 

1902-1914 

1908-Mar.1920 
1908-? 

1918-1959 
1902-1955 

1887-1908 

1908-1910 
1902-1914 

1933-1946 
Mar.1920-

Feb.1943 

Jan.-Dec.1878 

Jan.1878-1884 

1926-1928 

PA G (unlicensed) 'i a84/ 5-early 
1900s 

C2 1934-1935 

Cl Jan.1926-1959 

Moroka SA4 & 4A 1907-1908 

Howqua Hills 1874-1877 

C7 1908-1910 

Cobungra Station 1859-1868 
Darbalary 1859-1861 



Name 

Miller, henry 

).lommeen, Frederick & Co. 

Morgan, Francis A. 
(Retd.Sold.) 

Morgan, Th'>mas A. 

Morgan, Wellington 11. 

Morrison, H. 

Murphy, John 

}.{urpby, William 

Nankervie, Harry 

AJ'Pl'"NDIX D (2) (Continued) 

District of 
Residence 

Upper Maff ra 

Wandiligong 

Omeo 

Cobungra 

Buckland 
Valley 

Dargo (?) 

Benambra 

Grazing Uun 

FlO 
F9 
Fl2 

. Fl3 

Cl9 

C23 
Cobungra SA35 
Cobungra SA47 
& 47A 

Cl2 

Dargo High 
Plaine 

Moroka SA3 

Huemba 

Swifts Creek/ DlO 
Tongio ~11 

Bl2 

Corryong A3 
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Dates of Tenancy 

1910-1918 
1908-1936 
1923-19408 
1914-1918 & 
1929-19408 

1931-1937 

).larch 1922-1943 
1915-1940 
1902-1940 

1931-1943 

1882-1887 

possibly 1900-1908 

1872-1886 

1933-1959 
1929-1959 
mid-late 1~20s-

1930e 

1931-19508 

Naughton Bros. (.r.!dmund L. , "Merungl e", 
John N. & J. ) Booligal, 

C26 1930-1960 

Neilson, Ronnie 

Noonan, James 

Norman, Percy 

,Norton, Peter 

Norton, John 

O'Brien, Herbert A. 

N.S.W. 

Tawonga 

Benambra 

Albury/Bowna, 
N.s.w. 

Dar go 

Dargo 

Sale 

C27 1930-19ti0 
Cobungra SAs 
39,39A,27,33, 
34,38,51A,51B, all 1930-1960 
51C,40A,44A, 
49A & 19A 

C2 

B5 

Cl 
Cl5 & 16 
Cl8 

F7 

F8 

).foroka SAl 

1934-1935 

1919-early 1920s 

1919-1920 
Jan.1919-1938 
1918-1921 

Apr.1913-1924 

Jan.1910-1920 

1900-1903 



AJ>PliNDIX D (2) (Continued) 
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Name District of Grazing Hun Dates of Tenancy 
Residence 

O'Brien, J. )>. Swifts Creek C7 1918-1921 

O'Brien, John Wa-de-1.ock PA 7\V Jan. 1895-lfay 1898 

O'Brien, l.fary G. Sale Moroka SA2 1900-1903 

O'Connell, J. P. Omeo Cobungra SA44A 1923 only 
(.)·a: f i' 

(fr , ,-' •, I 
.~ 

~i(\~ ;,: i 
~ 't•;."';..' • .. • 

\ ·' r < \ . • ,. ..... ...,...... ",, -. 
O'Rourke, Annie Black Mountain 1886-1901 

O'Rourke, Ann T. Black Mountain PA 2G 1886-1901 

O'Rourke, Christopher !Hack Mountain Ingeegoodbee 1870-1887 

O'Rourke, Edward Black Mountain Suggan .Buggan 1858-1885 
Forlorn Hope 1877-1887 
Black Mountain 1877-1901(?) 
PA 2J 1886-1901 

O'Rourke, Thomas Joseph Black Mountain PA 2E 1886-1901 

O'Rourke, William Black ltlountain PA 2B 1886-mid 1890s I I 

Parslow, James Cobungra Cobungra 1859-1871 
Station 

Cobungra West 1871-1896 

Pendergast, c. ll. v. Omeo Station, A7 1921-1940s 
Benambra B4 1913-1914 

PA IS 1924-1940s 

Pendergast, Claude J. Benambra B4 1922-1949 

Pendergast, Cornelius Benambra PA Hf 1886-? 

Pendergast, Eli zabeth Benambra PA 10 1891-1908 
(wife of John l'endergast) 

Pendergast, 11. L. Benambra J>A IT 1910-1948 

J>endergast, James Benambra Limestone 1862-1886 
Creek 

PA lT 1886-Jan.1897 
PA lS 1910-1924(?) 
A7(") 1870s-1924 

Pendergast, John Benambra PA 10 1886-1891 

Pendergast, John A. c. The Brothers/ B4 1914-1919 
Spring Hi 11, 1922-1949 
Henambra 
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Name District of Grazing Run Dates of Tenancy 
Residence 

Pendergast, L. JI. Killberley rark, A7(A) Appr.1920-1948 
Benambra A7(B) 1924-1948 

Pendergast, M. J. Penders Court, B6 1933 
Benambra 

Pendergast, William Benambra PA 2A 1896/7-1908 
PA 2B 1896/7-1908 

Pendergast, Wi 11 iam James Springvale, PA 18 1886-1910 
Charles Benambra : PA IT 1897-1910 

A4 1908-1958 
Bl 1908-1917 
B2 1908-1916 

Petersen, Athel L. Omeo Cobungra SA40 1926-1936 
Cobungra SA53 1925-1946 
& 53A 

Petersen, l!.ugene }.(. Tongio West Cobungra SA25 1914-1923 
& 26 

Petersen, Gustave Omeo Cobungra SA24 1895-1899 & 
1921-1936 

Cobungra SA25 1923-1936 
& 26 

Cobungra SA36 1888-? 
Cobungra SA38 1911-1926 

Petersen, Henry Omeo Cobungra SA24 1895-1899 
1921-1936 

Cobungra SA25 1923-1936 
& 26 

Cobungra SA36 1888-? 
Cobungra SA38 1911-1926 

Petersen, Henry Omeo Cobungra SA24 1899-1921 

Petersen, Henry E. Cheo Cl2 1922-1936 
C28 1909-1936 
C29 1909-1936 
Cobungra SA24 1921-1936 
Cobungra , SA25 1923-1936 

& 26 
Cobungra SA31 1898-1936 
Cobungra SA38 1911-1926 

Petersen, Ida }Jaria Omeo Cobungra SA37 1902-1936 
.Cobungra SA.53 1903-1925 

& 53A 
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----~-----------------...... ._ .... _. __________________________ ,,_, __________ __ 
Name District of 

Residence 

Petersen, Jens Omeo 

Petersen, William Omeo 

Phillips, Arthur John Glenroy, 
liansfield 

Pierce, Jones & Williams ? 
(Speculators) 

rlwmner, William ? 
(Speculator) 

Powney, G. W. 

Pritchard, Lennie 

Pyle, Arthur 

Cobungra 

Mitta Alitta 

Hi nn omunj i e, 
Omeo 

Grazing Run 

Darbalary 
l>argo lligh 
rlains 

Dogong High 
Plains 'O' 

Cobungra SA25 
& 26 

Fl & F3 

Bogong High 
Plains 

Dargo High 
Plains 

Dargo High 
Plains 

Dates of Tenancy 

1870-1889 
Mar.1887-Feb.1889 

1887-1888 

1887-1889 

1914-1918 

Aug.1866-1868 

1866-1868 

1869-1870 

Cobungra SA49A 1887-1888 

C2 1928-1937 

liundaramunjie 1879-1882 

Quinn, Christina (wife of Doctor's Flat PA 2L 
T. Quinn, dec'd 1896 and 
F. Lowe, dec'd 1880s) 

1896-1902 

Quinn, Thomas Doctor's Flat J1A 21 1886-1896 

Rawson, Joseph R. 

Reid, William 

Ricketson, Henry 

Riggal 1, Ai an 
(eon of Richard) 

Riggall, Ellen 
(wife of Hichard, 
dec'd 1920) 

Cobungra Cobungra 1868-1871 
Station 

Cobungra East Sept.1871 only 

Glenmaggie Cl2 1908-1910 

Dclatite, via PA 7L 1897-1899 
liansfield 

Cobungra 

Cobungra 

Cobung~a SA44A 1925-1927 

C26 & 27 1923-1930 
Cobungra SA27 1923-1930 
Cobungra SA33 1923-1930 
Cobungra SA.38 1926-1930 
Cobungra SA44A 1928-1930 
Cobungra SA.44li 1923-1927 
Cobungra SA40A & 19A 1923-1930 
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Name 

ltiggall, l!:dwurd 

Riggall, Richard (son of 
Edward) 

Riggall, Violet J. 

Riggall, William (son 
of Edward) 

lliggall, William l::dward 
(son of Richard) 

Riley, ? 

Ritchie, Geoffrey 

Hobinson, James T. 

Robson, George 

Robson, J. 

Rogers, John C 

Rogers, K. C. 

Rogers, L. C. (Dick) 

District of 
Residence 

Tinamba 

Grazing Run 

F8 

Glenfalloch Mt.Wellington(2) 
(G~efunaggie) PA SQ & rA 8R 
· up till 1896, Cobungra West 

then Cobungra Darbnlary 
Dargo High 
Plains 

&gong High 
Plains 'M', 
•o• & 'P' 

C26 

l>argo 

Dar go 

Cobungra 

Dargo 

C27 
Cobungra SA27 
Cobungra SA.33 

Cobungra SA44 

D4 

Cobungra SJ\34 
Cobungra SA40A 

D4 

Delatile, via F2 
llanefi eld 

<Geo 

Tawonga 

Tawonga 

Bogong High 
J>lains 'l' 

Cl2 
Cl 

C6 

Bogong High 
Plains 'H' 

Dates of Tenancy 

1908-1913 

1883-1887 
1887-1897 
June 1896-1918 
1901-1908 
May 1898-July 

1901 
1901-1908 

1908-1923 
1908-1923 
1918-1923 
1918-1923 

1920-1923 

1924-1930 

1926-1930 
1923-1930 

1920-1924 

1914-1919 

approx.1902 

1910-1912 
1920-1921 

1913-1914 

1901-1908 

Black 
Mountain 

PAs 2E, 2F, 2G 1901-1908 
& 2J 

Black 
Mountain 

Black 
Mountain 

B3 1908-1934 
B5 1909-1928 

lH 
B6 

lll 
B2 
ll3 

B5 
B7 

1924-1929 
1927-1928 

1933-1936 
1933-1939 
1927-1928 & 
1934-1938 
1928-1931 
1927-1928 
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Name 

Ro'J'er, De rt 

Roper, l''rederick 

Rose, Prederick A. 

Rowe, c. s. 

Rowe, William Thomas 

Rumpff Brothers 

Rundell, Catherine A. 

Rundell, Charles Edwin 

Scott, John C. 

Scott, J. and D. 

Serpell, Richard 
(Speculator) 

Seymour, J. II. 

Sharpe, Andrew Hawthorne 

Sharpe, .&lith G. 

. .... 

District of Grazing Hun Dntes of Tenancy 
Residence 

Tawonga C2 1912-1913 

Tawonga Grazed Bogong High Plains from 
late 1890s to 1908 without 
licence 
C4 1908-1946 

Mansfield El 1922-1925 

Omeo C1 Apr.1934-1946 

Caf\e Clear Howqua Iii lle May 1877-1885 
(near Dallarat) 
and llowqua 
Hille 

Seaton Spring Hill 
SAs l & 2 

Glen Valley, Cobungra 
via Omeo SAs 51A, li & c 

Cobungra, ·cobungra 
later Glen 
Valley 

Buchan and 
later at 
Hinnomunjie 
Bridge,Omeo 

Dar go 

Doncaster 

Jamieson 

Cobungra 

Cobungra 

SAs 25 & 26 
Cobungra SA44B 

B8 
.84 
C21 
C23 

D4 

Howqua 

El 
F.3 
G2 

llills 

Bogong High 
Plaine 'P' 

Bogong Hi,gh 
J>lains 'Q' 

Cobungrn SA36 
Cobungra SA43 
Cobungra SA44A 

Cobungra SA46 

1921-19408 

1902-1930 

1891-1914 

H~27-l930s 

1908-1912 
1920-1922 
1914-1918 
1919-1921 

1920-1924 

Jan.1873-1874 

1925-1932 
Apr.1925-1938 
June 1922-IU23 

1888-1889 

1887-1908 

1901-1937 
1886-1920 
1927-1928 

1914-1931 



Name 

Sharpe, Estelle E. 

Sharpe, Vincent T. 

Sharpe, William M. 

Shaw, Angus 

Sheean, Thomas B. 

Simpson, Richard 

Slced, George H. 

Sinyth, P. H. 

Soutter, J. A. 

Soutter, William 

Spencer, Constance 
l.f.S. 

Spencer, George P. 

Spencer, Florence A. 

Spencer, Mary 

Spencer, Mary A. B. 

Spencer, Mary I. 

Stewart, John 

Sutcliffe, William 
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District of 
Residence 

Melbourne 

Cobungra 

Cobungra 

Glenmaggie 

Benambra 

Bindi 

Grazing .Run 

Cobungra SA43 

Col>ungra SA46 
Cobungra SA50 

Cobungra SA31 

Dates of Tenancy 

1920-1941 

1931-1937 
1915-1937 

1887-1891 

Mt.Wellington(2) 1873-1877 

Bogong High 
J>lains 'J' 

1887-1888 

Unlicensed occupation of Nunniong 
area 1863-approx. 1866 

Melbourne, Cobungra SA44 1895-1920 
then Newcastle 

Valencia Creek Fil 1921-1923 

Benambra 

Benambra 

Sunnyside, 
via Omeo 

Cobungra 

Sunnyside, 
via Qneo 

Cobungra 

Sunnyside, 
via theo 

Sunnyside, 
via theo 

Tawonga 

Jamieson 

B6 

Tambo North 
Part PAs 2H 

& 21 

Cobungra SA35 

1928-1933 

1875-1885 
1885-mid 1890s 

1907-19HS 

Col>ungra SAs 39 1907-Jnn.1912 
& 39A 

Cobungra SA33 

Cobungra SA42 

Cobungra SA27 
Cobungra SAs 

49 & 19A 

Cobungra SA38 

Bogong High 
Plains 'D' 

Hl 
Gl 

1903-1918 

1907-1912 

1903-1918 
1899-1923 

1907.1909 

1890-possibly early 
1900s 

1921-1922 
1921-1929 



Name 

Sweetapple, William H. 
& Henry (Speculators) 

Terry, E.W. 

Thomas, Charles 
(Speculator) 

Tiernan, Martin 
(Retd.Sold.) 

Tongio Station 

Treasure, Albert 

Treasure, Clara V. 

Treasure, Flnily (wife 
of George} 

Treasure, George 

Treasure, Harry (son 
of George) 

Treasure, John Edward 
(son of George) 

Treasure, William Sidney 
(son of George) 

I I • 
(.Uo ~; ( /r _., ,' 

k 
.Jcl> r 

Wal er, James 

Wallace, Stewart 

APPENDIX D (2) (Continued) 

District of 
Residence 

? 

Mansfield 

Melbourne 

Rose River, 
via Cheshunt 

Grazing Run 

Dargo High 
Plains 

G7 

llowqua Hills 

E2 

172 

Dates of Tenancy 

Apr.1870-1872 . 

1919-1932 

Apr.1864-1867 

1919-1923 

Unlicensed occupation of Nunnioog area 1870 -

Dargo High - · C28 
Plains 

Dargo High Dargo SA5B 
Plains and 
Dargo 

Lindenow Dargo High 

Dargo Hi gh 
Plains 

Dar go 

l>nrgo High 
Jllains 

Dargo High 
Plains . 

\ ' -· 
Tawonga 

Kergunyah 

Plains 
Dargo SAs 2 

& 2A 
I ' J I •• , 

Dargo High 
Plains 

Dargo SAs 2 
& 2A 

Dl 
D2 
D3 
D4 
D5 
D6 
Dargo SAs 2 

& 2A 
Dargo SASA 

D4 
C28 

D4 
C28 
.. . 
·c1 ·· 

·· ... · 

l3ogong High 
rlains 'J' 

Cl8 

1908-1909 

1917-1940 

1901-1908 

1901-1920 

I I 

May 1898-1901 

early l890s-1901 

1909-19408 
Mar.1927-
1911-
Jan.1911-
1911-
1926-
1920-

1913-

1908-1909 
1909 

1908-1909 
1909 

1 .r~ :J 
1913-1914 

1890-1908 

1908-1914 



Name 

Wallace, William 

Ware, John, Snr. 

Weston, A. ll. 

Westou, li. 

Weston, Eric A. 

i'hitbourne, John 

Whyte, Alex 

Wilkinson, Frederick 
(Speculator) 

Woodside, Arthur 

Woodside, John 

Young, Osborne 

Young, Samuel H. 

APPENDIX D (2) (Continued) 

District of 
Uesidence 

Kergunyah 

H?wqua Hills 

J>orepunkah 

Porepunkah 

Euro bin 

Lindenow Flat 

Omeo 

? 

Ba:rwidgee, via 
Myrtleford 

Grazing Run 

Bogong High 
Plaine 'G' 

Cl8 

E8 
agietment 

on E8 

Mt. Buffalo 

Mt. Buffalo 

C20 
/ 

Carlingford 

Bogong High 
Plains 'D' 

Howqua Hills 

Bogong High 
Plains 'H' 

Cl2 

Barwidgee, via Cll 
).lyrtl e ford 

Benambra 

Omeo 

Bundaramunjie 
PA 3N 
&gong High 
Plains 'L' 

C21 

Bogong High 
J>lains '.D' 
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Dates of Tenancy 

1887-1908 

1908-1914 

1909-1932 
1932-1935 

1891-1922 

1891-1922 

Jan.1929-1958 

Apr.1873-1887 

1887-1888 

Apr.1867-1868 

1887-1888 

1918-1920 

1918-1920 

Jnn.1879-1889 
1886-1908 
1887-1908 

1908-1913 

1887-1889 

! I 



APPENDIX E 

EVOLUTION OF GRAZING OCCUPATION PlWVlSIONS 

A 

Rules for Uegulating Squatting 
Occupation in New South Wales 

Proclaimed in October 1847 

RC!,ES 'l'O BE ENFOI~CEO WITHI.:-i THE Ul\SETTLI-:D DISTnICTS. 

Sf.Cl' , 1.-lt slinll L..: lawful fvr the Gorcmor for the time lH;in7 of 
the snicl C0lony, or the ofliccr for the ti111e bc:inii n\ltnini~teri11g the (io
\"Crnmcnl of the; Colony, aJl(l he is hc·reby cmpowcn:tl to gr.int k a . ..:c~c; of 
nms of Lrnd within the nn:-:dtl1·d di:;trid~. to ~uch ptffsvu l. t' pc.:r;,011s a.:1 i1c 
shall tr.ink fit, for •~ny tc·:·m or knns uf )'l':trs, nol cxceedin!! fn11rU:1:11 
y(•:us in dur::i tion, l~1 r 11:~~t,,r,J 1•urpo.:::(;:>, with lH·r1i1i '>si.1n1 11evertl:ck~>4, for 
the lessee to cnltirntr ~1.1 m11~lt of the l:uuls l\:.';,vctivdy rompri.sc<l in the 
t;tlid run~ a<.1 mny be ncce~;$ary to provide s11ch grain, hay, v< ·;;crnbl1•:-;, or 
fruit for tb: u~c mi<l suppl)" of th<.! family a.:11.l c.:.la!;l i:.!ii11e!1l of such lc~~t:e, 
but not for thC' l'urpo::c.:s of sale or hurter; an<l ;;o, 11(!\ crtlides.s, th:it ~nch 
lrnH's sh~1ll :n no ca.-;c prcjwlicc, interrupt, or interfere with tho right of 
t},•..: Go\'.~mor or other officer for the time being admini~tl!ring the Govcrn
mt>nt of the said Colony to e1:ter upon ru1y of the lanc!H comprised in the · 
said h·n~-:.·s for nny pnrpo:-:c (,f puhlic clcfcucC', safety, impru,·c111cnt1 r:onve
ui<'ncr, Htility, (I I" cnjo),HCnt, nµrccab1y hl the provi~ions for tl10:iC pur
posr~ <'Ont:iinl·tl in the ~th sccti{.ln of the S('COtH.l chapter of tliis Onlcr ia 
Council, or otherwise. · 

HC'i' . .2.-Thc n·:?t t 11 Le p:~i<l for ~·ad1 si: \·1.'r:tl rt111 ui' huHl .' lt:ill lH: 
prc:·p0rti1·,tt·d t1> the numhc·~· of ~l 1l'1·;> o.r cr; •1iv:ti1·at. 11nmh1·r c.f c:1ttl·· \\ lii.-11 
the n: ·1 :;.;: .J \ lH ~ l':<i111a t1~ ;L-; <::tpauk of carryi1.!.', :1cco.-dinr; t•J a :-c:Jc to 
be 1::.t:1l.:l:::l:: ·.l f,,;· th1; }A•.rp1~.sc, L.r authu rity of tlu: i....ic1n·nwr. Each n:!l 
tih:.11 Lu .c:Lp:tbl(; of c:.u1yi11/!, at. i1~1.st , fo1:r tl10 11 ~:rncl shl'ep, or 1·q11i\ :1l1 ·11t 
nurn b..:r '·i· c:, ttk, accon.l.in.:; tu d1<~ xak ~..!u r1:.«;ud, awl Hot in :u1) 1·a.-.e be 
kt flt ~1. lc'1"i"i.:.; .rcJ:t thau ten p(~~twis per n.nuum, to which two pt1t111d:l tl'n 
dlllliu:-;s per anuu.m ~hill b\! :.:.<ldc1l for cn··ry adc!itil)nal tho11 ~;::1:1l :;h<'q_:, or 
eq1~~·•u.l::.nt n~•-::abcr of tattle which the rua :=hall Lu t·~ti111atnl as ca p:1\;}(' 
of c.1nyi113. 

Source: New South Wales Government Gazette, 
October 5 1847 
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APP.ENJ.>IX E (Continued) 

B 

Conditions of Pastoral Licence 
1869 Land Act 

SCflEDULE XXVL 
Com>ITI01'& OF L1C~ll8E O:\I>Ell s~CTIO!lll 63 A!ll> 69 O'V .. Tu L.uto Acr 1869."

(Chnpter XiV., Section 1.) 
1. Thie Jiccn~o 6hall not be deemed to prevent the snid run, or any part therco(• 

from being aold, lcascJ, or liccuscd under P:ms I .• 11., or Ill. of The Land .Act 
1869, or proclaimed a common, or occupied by virtue of any miner's right or bu~foC$S 
liceoao, or any license under Th e Land .<fct 1869 issued for other th:m ptutornl pur
poses, or from being alienated or dealt with under the authority of this or any other 
Act now or hereafter to be iu force. 

2. The rent for p!\!toral occupation of tho said run shall be p11id in half-ycarl1 
lnalalmenta on the laat dsy of June aud on the Inst d:iy io December. to 

Ill or to any other officer who IWI)' be 
authoritcd by the Donrd o( Lnnd nnd \Vorks to receive the rcut. 

3. lf tho licensee, or any person claiming au interest 1bru11gh or under tho licenece 
In the run for which this lie~1ue bas been issucJ, abull, al 1\1\Y time during the period 
tor which the license has been issued. employ nay person to npply for a liccuso of an 
allotment under The Lancl Act 186!l contrnry to tho truo intent of tho proTisione. 
thcr t>of, or ahnll mukc or eauso 10 bo mn.de nny ar.rcc1ncnt or contract, or shaU give 
or take or cuuse to be given or tnkcn nny llCIJociable security fur the purpo:iu of 
clefu\ing or c\·11JinR tho provi.i<>ns of, or shntl in .11ny ''°ay whntsoc"fcr directly or 
foJirectly commit, or be privy to, u frctuJ upon the 011iu Act, this license shull be liublo 
to be furfci1cll 11nd rernk.cJ. 

4. No: J.111<1 compriscu iu roa•ls from time lo time S\tn·cyNI nml mnrkcd out within 
tho bonncl:\rics of the suill run, nncl no 1:111Js tcmpurnrily or pcrm:\Ocntly rcsen·cd, and 
oo land wituin 1he mcnnin;; of thc !:mer !'llrl of tl:c GarJ section of The La11d Act 
1869. &hall be dc.:1ucd to l•c uunppropriatcd Crown l:tnds, or wi1hin the operation of 
this license. · .. 

5. The hol1lcr of this license m11y cnltirntc so much of the soid run iu mn.y be 
11ccca!nry to pro•i1lc such i:rnin, 11:1)0

, \"l';?Ctablcs, or fruit, as m:1y be required for the 
11se 11nd rnpply of his family nnd cst11bti,bme11t. lmt not for the purposes of &.'\le or 
b.nrtcr, nnd 1hc lic<·uscc 111:1king 6ueh s1ilc or Lnrtcr slrnll be liable for every such 
oll\:neo to forfeit n pcunlty of not Ic. s thnn Tcu nor more thun Fifty pouri.ls. 

Source: The Land Act, 1869 and Regulations 

Goveniment Printer, 1877 
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c 

Conditi ons of Grazing Licence 
1869 land Act 

<C'\ \ . <.(.n 
il.Q> 

!.Z! P'to per annum~ 
IQ> £ .. \!. 

SCHEDULE VIII . .1.. 

v. R. 
No. 

IQ> 

~ LICENSE TO DBP.lht1nB O.SLY, UNOEll 4i'Tll SECTION "TIIB LA.ND.ACT :Z:: i~ 186U." 
Co()'> '<! 
IQ> I 

~ 1 Dopartinent or Land~ nod Survey, 
~ t; M elbourne, Victoria, 187 • 
<-0'> Know all moo that I;.· being the porson duly authorized in :Z:: that behalf, in pursuu.nco of Th.11 L trnd Act l:!G!J, and in consiJeratioa of tho sum 
<.()'> c( duly p:iid by tho person hcrcia:ifler rncnlioued, <lo !Jcreby 
<.()'> give to of '· a liconse to enter with sheep, cattle, 
<-0'> horses, or other nnimals, upon all tltoso Crown lands not fonnin!t auy pan of nny 
:Z,: run or common descril.J~d iu tho ::;i-hcdulc hereto. And this liccuso sh"li bo 
CoO"> in forco un ti l tho 31st Dcccmucr of thi~ year, und no looger, and s!Jall be subjecL 
'-0'> to the conJilious priotod on tho liack hereof'. 
C.Q'> 'I 

~ '• Sch~d11le. 
-C.O-• All these Crorrn lands, \ 
~ contaiuing icre or thereabout~. 
CoO'> \ Signature-

~ 
\ -
'•, 
'· 

co.i!i>xnor;s. 
l. This license sball not be deemed to p'revent tho land comprised thoreio, or any 

patt or part~ thereof, from bC"iu~ ~old, lo'a"•<J, or Jicenrntl under nny of the "rovisionll 
-ot Po.rts 1, 2, or 3 of '1.'h6 Laud ~cl lb•i'.!, except subuil'i , ion 7 of tlto 1!7th section 
thereof, or procl:iimed n common, or o•:cu)'ied by virtuo of llllY miner's right or 
business licon$o, or alieoat~d or dc~I t 1.-ith unJer thu authori ty of The La11d A d 1SC9 
or any other A.ot now or herent'tvr l o uo in force. othenrise than for pastoral or 
deputurin~ purpQse~. CJr rosumed lJy order of ) he Governor, nt•tioi; by :ind 1riil1 tho 
advico or the E.xeo11ti'l'e Council, ror railways, road~, telegraph line~. <lam~. re:;orvoi rs, 
races, catohwatcr ciraios, pipe tracl,(ij, quar ri es·, or othor vuhlio purp•:>se~; and no 
licensee sho.11 iu any such CllSt) ho 1mtii.lcd to com1>cn>ntio11 other than ihe reiurn of 
cuch portion of the fee paid by hi111 u~ tho .hliui;;~er may thiuk fit. 

2. lf the licenseo, or any JJorsou o!:iiwing an interest through or under tho lic.::n!NI 
in tho l11nd compri~cd in thi~ Licousc sh:ill, at 1111y ~hoe duriug tho period for which 
tho license bo.s been issued, empl(ly nuy 1•er~ou lo i\pply for a. licen~e or no allotwont 
under The Land .&ct l!!C~, contrary to Lho truo iut{;ut of the provisions tbercof, or 
1hall ruake or cause to b'l made any :nwccment or co1itruot, or s!Jall givo or ~ake, or 
oause to bo given or taken, any 11 C1;:(oti11blo security for tho purpose of defcs tiog or 
•ndins the provisions of, or dball in nny wuy wh.i.t.soevor, Jirect ly or intlirc..:Ur 
eommi' or be privy to a frnud upon ·th!: said Act, this l.iccuso shall bo void. 

3. No land comf rised io roads frCJm timo to lime sur"oyecl und mnrkod out within 
tho boundaries o tho land cowvriscd in this licenso shall be deewed witbiu the 
operation or tbis liccn~e. ·~ 

4. This lioenso ontitles the holdor thereof during tho rcriod therein Spf:cified to 
u.so the land iu r~svect of wh!ch tho ~:u: 1e is i:rnnted for dcpasturing 1>urpos~s only, 
aud does not con for any right to b1uld thereon, o r to cultivatu or J'ouco any portion 
thereof; but it tbo holder thoreof de.>iro rnch uso of the land beyond ~uch perioJ, 
notice to that ctfoct ruust I.Jo giveu by llim to tue ~liubtcr ono wootb prior to ~he 
upiry thereof. ~. 

6. 'l'he iotorest in this liccn~o mny not bo trnmfcrrcd 1r iLho\1t tho coo.sent of tbe 
Minister aud paymont of n feo of Ono pouwl \.Cl), :iud upou"sanction of tranijfcr 
' hereof 1 new !kcu~e \Yiil issue lo the trnu~ ferrco. :!,, 

6. No claim wbalsoever shall bo mcdc er c:; lcrtained py rcnso~of ihis liccnso not 
being rouewod or trnusfcrred. !. 

Sour ce: 

' .. ,. 

The land Act, 1869 and Regulati ons 

Government Printer, 1877 
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D 

Condi tions of Gi.·azing Licence 
1884 Land Act 

, ~CICb:DULE LXX. V.-(Cu.w. XXI. i. 0.) 
Fco per :u11111m, £ 11. J. No. 

G1Uz1xo Ltet:Nst: us mm l l!>Tn St:cTro~ "L.\SD .\er 18-~4." 
Department of L.'ln1le nu.I Survey, 

~l olhour110, \"ictori.l, 188 • 
K NOW ALL MF.S thnt I, ltlie Corer11or of l'ictorill] 
(being tho pcr:so~ tluly .nnthorizc•l in tlmt l1eh:llf) i11 pursuance of Tl~ Lmul Act 
188!, nncl in con811lcrat1011 of the sum of 
duly pai<l by tho person hcreiuaitcr mcntionctl, do horeLy givo to 

or liconso anti lihcrty 
• Deecribe kind ol to enter with• upon the park 

stock. lan1ls, rcs<!l'\'C.'1 1 or other Crown l:mtl~ specific.! in the schcclulo 
hereto, not Lcing lands furmiu;.: part of nny cou1111011, or hohl un<ler lc<IJ!C or licenso 
or taken up 01· r equired for the pm·po~cs of the 11ai•I Act, 1rnd tlien:with to dup:l8· 
turo the snmo. This license will coutinuc in force u11til the '-
day of antl 110 loni;cr, am! ill issuc<l. suLjcct to the couuitione on 

, t he back hereof. 

All thcso Crown lnnda 
con taining acre or thcl'cabouts. 

CoYX>ITIOSS. 

l . Tho issue of this license shall not pre\·cnt the land comprised therein or :111y 
p l\rt or pnrts thereof hciug 8<1ld, leased, licc11sc.l, alicnatc<l, or dealt with nuder 
any of tho provisions of 'l'he );11111( A ct l!'IBt, except under the 11 !Jth 11cctio1: 
t horcof, or b..:i117 r.:Rumcd hy onh·r ot tlu: (iov1Jrnor or ,\1li11i11iMtmtor of tho 
Government of \ ictoria, with the O.•h·iec of tho E xccuth·e C.:ouucil, fo1· :111y of the 
purposes for which land may lie rc:ser\·ed nntlcr section 10 of 'J'he. Lcmtl Act IS$-!, 
or for mining purposcs. 

2. l ncnsc thc~1id la111lornny part thereof should hc:sokl, lcnsc<l, liccnsc<l, ali1mnted 
d c.'llt with, or rcsuuu:•l n.s 1tforc:saitl, tho liecm1cc bhall not be cu titled to any eom· 
pcns.'ltion other than the return of such portion of the fee paid hy hirn ns the rc
epon:1iblo ?.linfater of the GrO\\ 11 fo1· the ti111c ln;iu:; a1l111i11i>1tcri11gTheLn11dAr·t 1884 
may thiuk lit. This license is .1lsu subject to the rights of th .i hohlcrs of mi1wrs' 
ri~hte or of minin~ lca~c:1 now i>'-~tw•l or hcrcait1·r tn ho bsuc1l to cuter up'm tho 
al .otment hcrehy 1icc11sc1 l, autl to 11card1 for i;ol•I nrnl lo rniue thereon, and to 
erect an,\ t>eeupy 111i11i11g plant nu.I 11111ehi11ery, without making :111y eompcn>!ation 
to tl!e lice11s..:e, hi,. e:occcuto1'8, u.dmiui.strntor:1, or ti8:1ig11.11 for sndacc or other 
damage. 

!.?.\ . ::511hjcct to thcso co11tlitio,11:1 tho liccnscc shall ix.- cntitlctl to U$e tl.c Ja111I for 
tho l>tlr}'OSe for which thi>1 license has ucon g ra11tr •1I 1111til notice fi ns hcon i,:ivcn in 
t ho Uon•r11111<11I Oct:rl/e lltat such lanrl 01• :my part tlwrcof h:u1 l1cc11 wld, lca:sc<l, 
license<l, alicnatc<l, cl..::tlt with, or rcsumc1l as aforesaid, an1l i:n111c1liatdy upon 
such uotico lx.:i11g !!h·,m all tho iutcre~t of the licc11Rcc in the licc11se1l lallll d,·Mcrilictl 
in such notice sh;tll censo :11111 he tlct~nuim::ol, a111l any person cntitll·tl to <•ccnr•Y 
tho licc11:1etl ln11.t o r :my part thereof may lawfully makll entry up•)n uu1l hulu the 
&'\me without the pcnn.issiou or s.'1111.:tiou of the li.:cn~cc or anyone clni111i11g under 
her, h im, or them. · 

3. No lnnd comprised in roa.ls from time to time ~urveyc1l anti markc•l out 
within the bouu<l.uric:1 of the lautl .::omprisctl in this liccm10 sla:\ll Lo dccmcJ within 
it.a operation. 

• · 'l'hi.s licenso entitlc:s tho holJer th..:rcof, during tho period for which it is 
granted, to use tho l:\llll thcr•'in eompri~e.J for .tepil.lltnriug purposc:i only, J,ut 
c.locs not confer any r ight tu build thereon, or to cultivl\to, 01· to fcueu t111y p.>rtiou 
thereof. 

u. Ir tho licensee desire a renewal of thi~ license, notice to that elTl·et mu~t ho 
given to tho .i\lini:1t1•r 11fort'!•:li1l 0110 month prior to the c:ocpirntiou thereof, but 
nothing herein coutai11c1l shall he decmetl t o confer a ri),'ht tu any renewal. 

6. 'l'ho int.ere~~ iu thi~ licen~o nll\y not be- trausicrrcd without the eouseut or tho 
l\I iuil!ter nforcl!ai.l nml tho pay111cut of a !co of .£ I. 

7. No cl:iim whnto,·cr 11hnll ho mnlle or e11wrtni1.1ed hy reason oi thia license not 
being renewed or tr:u111fon:ctl. 

S. Thi!! Jiccnso ill to Ito usctl untler ni1<l in nccoruanco w ith tho rcg111:\tione made 
o r to ho matlo untlor tho pro\'i:tions of the 11ai.t Act :unl for tho timu lx:in~ iu fo1·ce. 

9 . 'J.'ho liccnso may 110 iorfciwtl if the lieclll!CC commit a brel\ch of or ueglect to 
complr, with thc8u co1111it.io11!J. , 

10. fho publi.:11tio11 of n nulice in the c/01•,•r11111mt 011.ultt purporting to declaro 
th:\t tho t:ovcrnor or Ad1ninigtrntor, with the 1wl \'ice aforesaid, lll\:1 forfeited thia 
license aha.II Lo conclusive evidence that thu liccuso is forfoitetl. 

... 
Aml t he U ononiblo John T.:unont Dow, H ct· ?tlajc11ty'1 Commi~sioucr of Crown 

Lo.uJs n111l Survey for Yicturia, ahaU g i\'o the ueecs.sary dircetiou11 hc1ci11 
aecorJingly. 

ROU. WADSWORTH, 
Clerk o f t i.Jo l•::oceouti\•\l C.:ouucil . 

SoarcE·: 11h e .Lnnd Act, lti84 with the Regulations 
Government Printer, 1~8~ 
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APP.ENI>IX E (Continued) 

E 

Conditions of Pastoral Lease 
1884 Land Act 

scmmur.E n.-(C11Ar. rv. 11 •• q 
J,i;.\ s& tr.sm:1t Si::cTio.s !?l OP "Tur: L.\.SD Acr lSS·I. " 

'1'111:1 Indenture 1111\clc the first day of in the ycl\r of our l,onl One 
tho11san1l eight ln1111lrcd autl eighty· between Her ,)Jost Gracious .\Iajcaty 
Qncen Victoria of the one part a111l of 
in the colony of Victoria hcrcin:.fLcr called "the lessee" of the other 1·1:ut. 

\\' hercns the Govcr1101' with the a1h·ic1J of the Executive Couuci has agrcc<l 
to grnnt thi.i lease for past.o1~d purpo:sc.::> of tire pastoral nllotmcnt herci11aftc1· 
clc111ise'1 for the term of yc:nrs null 
calcnuar months ut tho ;umual rent of 
l •cini; the !'cut comp11tc1l uccor.ling to the pro\'i~ious of '1'!11'. laud Act 1884 
lo t11c li:.s:ice who has nc11uiretl the 1·ight or hcc11111e entitled thereto under the 
i•1'01·isions o( the aarne Act :u11l the h.:M<.'<l has pai1l l1alC a yc.'lr's rent in Mh-;111ce: 
Aml whcr-cas th<! Go1·ernor with the acl dce afon.:snill has :1ppro1·ed of nnd <l ir<>ctctl 
the con1litiv11s :\1111 pro1·i~ions hclreinafter co11t:linc1l lo be in~crkcl in thi~ lca~e 

, fmmc.t in accorclancl.l with the r'i:bul;iti"ll~ m:llle in pur:m:111cc of thu pro1·i.>ions of 
the sai<l Act: Now this i111ll'nt11rc wit11c:.<1cth that in consitlcration of the payment 
nforcsaitl 111111 of the rent hereby res1Jn'e1l and vf the c111·cnants of the lessee 
hereinafter cunt.1i11cll Her :\lajc::s Ly cloth l1y these prcs<:11ts gro.ut nntl 1lc1ni . .ic unto 
the lc::;:;ce hi::s exC'cutors. nJmiui::strntors null a~::1ig11s all th:1t pnstoral allotment 
11it11ntc in the parish of county of 
in the colony of \'ietoria contaiuing more or !en 
1uul tlcliucnh:<l 011 tho pl:iu prcpaNtl in accorclance with the provisions of the l!Jth 
section of the sai1l Act anti there<>n 1111111b<:re1l iu the S!litl pal'iah 

1111J also Jcli11cate1l 011 the plnn 1lraw11 in the margin of thcae 
presents anti therciu colourc<l yellow together with tl1e nppur· 
tcn:mccs: Excepting nml rc8c1·Yi111:1 u11to Her Majrsty her 
heiri; nml s11cccs:1or.i all gold auc l aunfet'f>llS earth or 11tone amt 
nil 111iucs co11taini11~ go1'1 in a11d u111kr the :;aiJ tlcmiae1l 
premixes together with lilcerty fvr Her :\!ajcsty her hcira and 
eucccssnrs 111111 her :11111 their n<;•Jnt:i au<l sen-nut~ nt nny time 
or times duriug thu isaitl tcnn to cut.er up<m the sai1l Janel 1\1\ll 

to aenrch 111111 miuc therein for goltl aml tv rcuauvc thel'cfro111 nny goltl aud any 
nuriforous earth or lltone nml for the purpOtiCS aiorc~aiJ to si11k shafts and do auy 
other things which 111:1y he 11ccc11s:11•y or wmal in mining: Ancl also excepting nnd 
i·escrving 1111l-0 lfor M11jesty her heirs a11d succesHors by the Ci 01·cruor wit11 the 
l>.tlvice nfor.-:;ai.l to gmut in manner un.l 011 the contlitions prc!lcl'iucd iJ1 l'11rt YUI. 
of the said /let licenses to nny person to enter upon :my ('If the laml comprii;cJ in 
this lease l>.Ud acarcli for cut <li;; a11tl take Mrny li1·e or tlead timlier coal nut! otl1cr 
mlncrnl grn1·cl sal~ g1mno s.1nJ rcsiu stone or lime~loue 111:1111 brick or other earth: 
Aml l>.iso excepting nnd reserving to lier :\lajc:sty h,•r heirs :mt! successors nml 
D.3Signs a111l e1·ery other lessee o{ any pas toral allotment nml her hri1'3 and their 
ngcntil nml acrvnuts te no.nt.s u.ml work:11c11 lilierty nrnl right of iugrc~.i egres~ and 
rejfrOSs at nil times thro110h O\'cr nnol neruis thu prc111iscs h<·rcby demisc<l with or 
w ithout horses c:\tth: :ln•I other u.nimal.i et\rls wag:;c111;.1 :uul c11rrini;cs to nml from 
such allotment or p:irt thcn:o( rcspccti1·ely from .tnd to ;my \lllhlic ro:id or tr:\Ck 
subject to tho regulations to bu 111:1.to IJy the Uo1•e1'll<Jl' with t 10 :ld1·ice nforesai1l: 
'l 'o hnve :\Od to bold the prcmi~cs hcr,·inbefore c~ prcsRed to IJe ber·cliy <lcuii~cd 
unto the h ·•Sl'C his cx.:cutor~ 11tl111i1ii~tr:i.tors uutl n~~1gmi fol' the term o( 
yc11rs anll c:i.leudnr mouth'l from the clt1y of tho d:Lte of this lease: 
Ylellling nncl p.'\ying therefor lluriug the S.'lid term the ye:irly rcut o{ 
by two cq11nl h:1\f.ycnrly p:•ymcnts in nd1·ancc on the fint tll\y o( 
nnd the first tiny of in e\'Ct·y ye:lr clear of all deductions tho tirst 
o( tho snit! h:11f.ycarlr p11yme11ta hl\ving been made as aforc.inid the next of tho 
said hnlf·ycarly payments to he made 011 the lir,;t lh1y of 
next :m<l the last of the aaill haH-yenrly p;1y:nc11b tu be mnlle on the first dny 
of next in·cccding the expir:i tio11 vf the said term : A111l tho 
lessee lloth hcrchy for himsl.llf his hc·irs cxe..:ntors a<lmi11istrators a11<l a><l ;.:11:1 
covcn:mt with llc1· :\lajc~ty hc1· heirs 111111 &ueel'Ssot'!i thaL he thu lcssl·e his 
exccuto~ mlministraturs or :'l~:iign:$ 11 ill t111rin~ th.., ~aicl ter111 pay the !<ai1l rent 
horcinwforo rcsen·ctl nt thu ti111<.,1 :1111! in 111an11c1· l11:rci11l><;fure appuint.<:cl for pay
m!Jnl thcr.-of cll•ar c,f nll 1lc1lnclfo11s : A111l 111110 will 1lnri11;; the said t.:nn pay :lll 
cxhting 1111.! futnN rntc:i nss .. l1:;111c11t" a11d t.1xcs fur tire ti111e lidn;: p:.yal1I.., cil11c1· 
by ln111.llorcl or k11a11t in rc~pc<.:t oi the saitl prc111isc.:~: ,\utl abo will 1111t as,,ign 
snlill·t or sulxlivi.lti or part with thc po,,scll-'iiou of the la ucl h,•rchy t1,·111b•;<I or nny 
po1·tion th(!reoi without the pni\'ioms eouscut of Tl1e 1:ua1··l of Lune! n111l \\·ork>i 
signitic1l in writing: ,\1111 abo will :lt cin,·o aitcr tht: gr;111ti11g oi thi11 h ·;;so c111n
llh)ll(!O :inti i·o11li1111ci tu cll':olroy 111ul \\ill wilhin tlll'f't' y .. :01• alll'r th11 ~1::111 i11g u{ 
tbi.s lcnsc h:wc ,lt•str<>yc.t t-0 thu Mti~facti1111 oi 'l'lw nu:ncl oi l..all(I a111l \\ .. 11 l.:1 tl10 
nuinm.l:i 111111 l•inl.i Icy tl11J ~ai1l Act i11chHl11l in tl1c l1·n11 "\'1·n11i11" or which tho 

' Opn1mo1• with tl1e a.hi,·e 1Lfon·~:ticl may Icy proda111:1li11n in the Uu1'1 i·11111c11t 

(/u:el/t <ll'darc to )>\I \'l'l'lllill for tht: J•lll')>O~CS or llll' Saicl ,\d Up011 ><11..lt lautl llllll 
will kcc·p tho ,;:une frc.., or s11d1 :rni111al>< 111111 lcinl:i 1:ath11r:1t l1urr wit.I hriar au.I 
gQr&ll to tl lfl dilti.,fadi.111 uf Thu I :u:ml of J..a111l :\IHI \\' urk:< cl11ri11g tho cu1 l'l'llC.)' o( 
tho tor111 l1o rchy g1·:rntt'<l : An•l abo will r«pair illu l k\'1'1' in gciotl c•J111litio11 1111•1 
ri:paii· 1l11ti11t; lit<' l'1111l i11ua111·0: <•i tlic tf'l'lll hcn·lcy g r.111lt-.l :di hrnt~"" fcno:<.,1 wcl111 

, ri;scr1·oirs t.mk:s .l;t111:1 anti all :mhst.111tial :lllll pcn11a11!'11l i111p1·01· .. 1111·11t:1 ><ituatctl 
011 the l,11111 h .. rcl•y 1ll'11ii~•"l \\ h..thcr 111:11lc ercl·t..,,l or ""11stn1ck•l liy the lc:<•co 
l1i11 CXf'elllur:i :uli11in i~lralon1 u1· 11~sig11:< 111· n1Jt n•a,,.i11al1l<1 11· .. 111· au•l kar 111111 
tltlllll\C(C liy lire :>t11n11 :11111 lcmpl':it nlo11,. t•xc"l't"ll nnd that the k~:ic-e hi:i 1:xccutors 
nJ1uiuhltratut'l\ 111· a:i•i;:11:1 will not rc111m·u Ji I up 01· n·1ulc.:1· u:wl1·:,:1vr1·:111110 to Liu 
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romu\•e1I tillc1l 11p or re1ult•ri"I u:ir!t·s~ :11ty or tlto ii:1nto witl11•11l lirl>t ul1taini11J.: tho 
pernli~sion of Tian l:oanl of J.a11tl a 111l \\'01'101 Rignilit:cl iu \l' t iLi11;;: And ab., will 
nt the cxpil~ltiun 01· soo ner 1l.:tt•rnti1111ti .. n of tltu i;;iitl t cr1t1 ltc1·cl1y i.:ra11t<.• l 1"·:weal,ly 
dcl.i\'cr up to lier ~laje•ty 01· hc.;1· s11.;.;,.,,,.,., .. ,. lite prc11tiMe.1 lt<!rd1y 1lc111il\ct lo"1: thcr 
with all hvu•e>i fo11c<'S wdL1 l'tl1Crn1ir11 ta11ks 1l:u11s :11111 :tit i111\mJ\·1·11w1tl'1 tlt:~t now 
ttto 01' 111ay W 111:1.<le crect .. ll orc1111>1lr111.:k1l tlterno11 i111111d1 guu< ,t11<l 11:tllicie11t. repair 
l\ntl or.lei' 1\.8 aforcsahl aml in all rcspcdl! in ~neh :it.ate 11u1I c.;011tlitiu11 as shal1 l1C <:011· 
aiateut with thu <lue pcrformnncc of the llC\'cral cO\'Clll\lllll hcrci11licforc contai11e,\: 
Amt :11::10 will permit any pcrsou l\J>poi11tc1l in thl\L lichali lty Tito l:uanl of 1~111cl 
l\Du \\' orks at auy time to t·ntcr upon tho pr1:111ii«:11 hereliy tlcmisc.I lo a...~certain if 
tho COmliti<>llfi nil.I eO\'Cn:rnts of tl1i:1 lt-:i.~e 111'0 ooing perfom11~l hy lite ltc~'<CC: ,\nu 
nlao will not oluring the cun-cney of thi~ lt·ailc r inl{ or tlt·i.troy or except for th o 
purpose of foneing f>r lmilding 011 tl10 lantl 111m.:hy 1ll·111i~c1l cut 1lown auy timbcl· 
w 01· upon !iUch 1le111i~c1I lu11d u11ks.'1 with tho pre\'ious 11:111ctio11 of Tho Hoal'<I of 
J.onJ. RUU \\'orks s:c;uilil"ll itt \\Titim; :llltl Only thl•lt U11<lcr tltu •111\'Cl'\'i~iOll of an 
ofllccr nppointcd iu that l>.'\half lay the s:dt l l;oarol: ,\ml also that c \·c1·y hulllcr of 
n mimw1a ri~ht or of I\ miniug ki.~c shall h:i.vo the righ t 111111 ~lmll lie alloll'eil by 
the lca.:icc his executors admiuistrators nml assigns lu c nlcl' upun the a llotment 
11crol1y 1le111i:icil ant! search for gc1ltl :u11l to minu tltcn·o11 :11111 lo erect aud O•:cupy 
mining pl:u1t nrnl 111:11.:hiucry without nmkini; 1111y co111pc11:1aticm tu lhe kssc1i 
his executors :ltlmiulstrat on1 nr assign~ fo r surfttcc or utlter d:unngc : Ami nl~o that 
thc:ie prescul:s shall l11·cotnc ahsohncly Vl)i1l 1lu ally n311ig111 111,:11t t ltcrco.1( sa\'<l under 
tho proviMious of 'J'he Lcwtl Act lS~ ~ : 111·0,·itld nl ll'!l)'ll a111l it i~ hereby agree.! a111l 
declared that Her ?>lajc~ty her hc·ir~ nuil s uccessors may 11t auy ~i111e ant! from time 
to time d11ri11g the said ter111 r~.,urn.: po.~Hessiou <1f 1u1y part or pal't3 oi the la111I 
hereby d (:t11iscd which mny iu the opi11iu11 CJf (.he UO\'Cl'lllll' with th.: 111 \\·ico arorc!l.'lid 
ho required for the pnrpost'll of water su/1/1ly i1•rii;:1ti r111 W•>rks 1-.1ces dams aud 
llitehcs f<irctit or ti1111ic r 1·c~crvc~ or for ptt' ie mil way.; ro:uls canals or for tmm
ways or other internal co1111111111ic.'ltion Ut1·011gh !St1ch 1:111tl9 01· for 111u1i11;.; pn111ost'S 
or for the purpo:sc o f olilaiuiug or rc1110,•!11:,: t hr rdro111 gna1111 or ot.J11:r 111a11l(J'C 
atone or earth or for sites of inns stores s1nithics l1akcrica 01· si111ila r 1,nil1iiug:; or of 
b athiug-lv111ses bathi11g·placc:s fohcn11t·11 ·ii rc:sitlcncc!S drying grouml~ ft.:Umo11;;1~ring 
cat,'\hliahment.~ sla11;,;htcr·ho11st·~ li1111•-kil11s l11'iJgcs fonics toll 01· punt !souses. 
taWJerios foctoric!S saw or P,'\pcr 111ill:1 ljtor.:s w:ircl.iouses or llwelli11i:;s c1u:1ytt clocks: 
1:1111\ing pl:t.ics or the .J.:1~Jsit<>r 111atl'rials ship·liuiloling 111111 repairing l,oal· bnihlin!{ 
111Ul repairiit!,: or fo1· the \\·urkin~ of mineral :.pri11~:1 nr for t he 111an11iacture of snl~ 
or for the pm·l"'"c o f crccti11" p11111p<1 or f,.r the j'urp•»e of c11tli1t" oli:: .. in" 1uul 
t.'ki11g :i.way nny li,·e or 111.'a.I t i111l.c1· j?r:\\'el ~tune ,;1llatt limt·:<tonc ~alt-;?helt !<C!l · 
wcc<l au.I 10:1111 IJl'ick or other c:1rth: l'ro,·i1l1 .. l alll'ayirn11•l it i" (,..reliy':ili;o a"recol 
au1l licdare1l that IC.:r ~hjc>1ty h .. r hcir:t anol ~nc.;,·:-l!Or,i 111 .. y at nuy time nt)1l°fm111 
t i111e to lime 1h11·inc: tit<! term hcrcl.y g1~111l.:1I in aeeortl:rneo wilh the r(J;;11lati•111!1 
nfon°3.'li<l rtcsume :ts :1itt!s fvr town~ltip:i or vilt.1:;1·11 or fur 111ini11g purpo:1e11 anol 
ro-entt>r upon auy l:1111ls for111i11~ p:irt uf the lam! hcrcl.y oll·mi:.c<l upon payment 
to the h-s:st!O hi:i CXl"Clllut"!i n1l111i11i~u·:\tor:s or :•~-ic;11s .,f tit" full value o f all h•m"ce 
fcucC's (licin;.; fcnCl"S within the 111ea11i11~ n><.<i;.:11c1l to tho wor1l •· fc11tc" 1.y 'J"lu~ 
Lci111l A d bt>I) \1'(•113 rcsl!l'\'Oil'll t :1nks 11:111111 :wil o f all 1ml.i:<Lanlinl .mol permanent 

' improvo111c11ts ma1le crcclc<I or con~tniclC'tl liy such lcs~•·c his executors a1l111i11is
tmtor:1 m• n.••i::ns on t he la111l~ 8•1 1·1:"111111-.l lint nntltin;.: hrrein or iu the ~aid ,\ct 
COlltni1tc.J t;h.il( lio CU tt.'i(l'llcol tu ;.!i\ I! a l1<;lll'I' te 11111·,• l11 lhC ho!!!ll'C hi~ l'XCClllUl'~ 
:ul111i11istr:•t•)r:1 0 1· n.•~i~us iii re;p1rol lu the right o f 11ti1tl'l'll to enter llJIOn the hrul 
he t•ehy llemised in l>carch of i;11lol ll1a11 ll':ls p•>S:<(·:i.~co l l1y p:i~ tural te11:111ls u111lcr 
')'!t r. l1u1d .·kl lSli!l : l'rovidl"l ahrnp n111I i l i~ l.llrllhy cxltrcs:<ly a"rcc1I nncl 
doclare1l that 11cithcr of tho prccc.linc: pro\'i:si1111s :1l11dl prt·j111 ire.,,. he ~·011struc1 I 
as l'CS trh:ti11:; t he J.:l:llCrnJty of the CUl'l:ll:\ ll l 0 11 the p:•rt <1f the ics~CI: her\'illi>cfore 
contai11 c1I cvnfcrriug 011 the l111!.l1·r CJf I\ 111inl'r':1 ri;.:ltt or <if a 111i11 i11i; l"asc t !1e ri :;ht 
to enter upo n tlic ,h·1 11i~c1l la111l a111l cx.;rci~1: Lite rigill:1 i11 sneh co•·cn:u1t 111 .. 11ci(111<.tl: 
J\1111 i11 .:a:se of n11y lanol licin:; 1'1'1/uirc•l to lie 1·cs1111te•l fur 111:11i11~ p11rp110<:~ the 
<:o,·crnor \\'ith the nddce aforcsai. sla;11l 1ld1:r111i11c a11ol h:w.: the cl•·ction \\'hcthcr 
it !!hall be r.:1111 111e1l 11n1kr the pruvisi1111>1 of ll1e ():)lh ~eo.;liom oi the Mi<I ,\ o.;t 01· nuder 
t ho provi:siuns hcrdn before cu11lai11c1l :111.t if so 1111111.·r which of :rn..:h pro,·isious it 
11hnll be so :-es11111c1l N' taken: A111l it i~ herchy olcclarc.t that in ea~o l"J:!:<Csoion of 
nuy part or part:1 of the said )anti :1hall l1e 1 c:.111 mc1l u111lcr cith<:r (lf the prcce<ling 
p ro,·iaions the cO\'enanls provisions nml ngr1.-.:inc11ts herein eontaiuc,1 with 
rdcl'CJle~ t.o thll whole of the prcmisl::I shall continue in force :t1td apply to such 
p.•.rts of the santc as ~hall lie lcit in the poi..'!cssion of the lessee hi:t exeeut-OrA 
aJ111i11istrator3 or a>'lligus: l'ruvi1lc1l alway:i a111l it i~ hereby n!w nc:rccol :1.111l 
dcclnreu tha t the te rm ltercloy gr:111t,:1l 111ay he .tclcr111i11<:.t !.y lier )laj~sty her 

t hcini or successors :1t :u1y time by 11ot ll""~ tlt:111 three ycar11' pr.:,·ious DCJli.:u in 
writiug of sud1 i11k11tivn :11ldre:sse<I to thu lc~~co hi:1 CXl'cutors a1[111u1istrators or 
~igns bci11g sen·e•I 1111<m him or tltcm 111· 11.•ft upu11 nny part of th.i lancla com-

• prise1l in this lease a111l pul1lishcd iu three cc111~.:cutin: ortlinary numlicr" of the 
Got·u11111e11t U«.u •lte a111l upon p :1y111 .. 11t to the 1 .. ,,.'lec hii! 1:xcc11tor::1 a1h11i11i:1tratl'lra 
or assign~ for hi$ inlcn~st in this h:a;;u to~cthrr \I 1th lhe \0 a\11e o r hOllSt'S fences 
(bcu1g fonecs within the 111c:111i11;: afon·~ai1I) \l't·ll~ r1·<1:rl'!1irs taaks <la111,. and of all 
euhstauti:1l n111l pcr111.111<'11t i111po'1,1\'c111c11hs 111111lc crct·ktl or con~tructc•I hy the 
lcs:ieo lll"i<W tu tit.: ohtc or su,•h 1111ticc :11111 olu1·i11;.; tl.e cnrr~ncy !1r tlii:1 lca.~e on the 
lnud~ so rcs11111t'<l ))l'<l\'i1l"1I lltat the ~n111 paiol i11 rc~po•d of such i111prCJ\'c111cnts hy 

• '.1'h c Board of f..an1I a111l \\.orks ~hall nut exi:w,I tltc :rn111 cxp..:1111.:tl tltcrcon by lhll ll le~:ico ~1is executor~ aol:11i11btrat11rs o~· l\:s:1ii:11:s :11~tl that tilH:h s11111 shall lio. tlct.cr- I 
11 m111e1I m ncl',.,l'1la11.:e with lit" n·.;11lat1<111:1 at11n•sa11l 111111 every dlleh llder111111:1tl()11 ,: 

I 
11hnll lie bi11olini; 1111d co111.;h1si1·u a111l tl11• 1:<o111p(• nsati .. 11 to lie paiol tu the lcs:-ico in 
r espect of his iuto.:r.:st i11 thi11 i l':igc shall h.; tldl·rmi1t <:1l i11 11u11111cr 111·1>vitlc1l by 

, T!tc f,111,,/1< Com110.1t»flliv 11 .'iltC/111~ l ~li!l or any Act a111o·111l i11~ tloo :i:1111 t.:: l'rn\'itlctl 
(i 11lways auol it is hcrd1y :1grcc1I atul 1l11.:l:1rc1I :11111 thc:so lll'<'H<'ll t~ n1·u upon thi11 con· 

tlition that i f n1ttl wh .. 11cwr there shall lie :1 l11·1·:1clt of 111· 111111 ·c•>111pliani.:oJ wi th nnyof 
tho 1,'CJVl.'11:111t:1 l1v tlto l<·>1scc hl• n ·in cn11 l:ti 111•1\ anol tlt11 < :u1·er11111· \I ith tho :uh·iou 
nforc:mi.l 1d1.11\ 1l~l1:rnti11c thnt thi:1 ll·nsu shall i11 1:011 :11·1pt<:11eo bu l\\'oioJ. .I (an1I thu 
f•rodu etiou 11( tho nii1111to Of th1' Jll'llt!t:Ct!i11gs of th.: J•:.H•cutfro C:u11:1\'il wh1:re11t i 
•neh det1•r111i11a tiu11 wa:1 arrh-c1l at ~lndl l •u c1l111·lu~ivc <l\'itlem·o thcn:of) tJl' if tho 
lnnu hc rel.y <lo111ise.I 111· nny \1a1·t thereof is :1Mig11c1I w hether l.iy <•p<·rnt.ion of law 
or otherwise eXt'cpt a~ herein >cf.,1·c 1m·11tiu11c1I cn· 11~ i11 Tltc Lmul Act lSS l othe r· 
witse oxp1·c11:1ly p l'll\'i1lc.t thcu tht.>110 p1•i.::1c1tt8 1.u1d tho k1·111 ltcl"c l1y creatctl s lmll l>o 
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voi1l 111111 of 110 clTcct n111l i111mc1lintcly thereupon it 11hnll 1>0 lawful for nny lJ:liliff:i 
of C1·ow11 lamls 0 1· fur ;111y 0L111•r ag.:11ls Ctrollicl't':s 1<11llauriie1l i11 llaat Lclialf l1y Iler 
M11je~ly or by the l!nn.:ruor with the :uh·icc aft11'e11aitl witla1111t n11y tlc111aml wh:•t· 
soovcr to c11tcrup•>11 the 1.11111hcrcl1y11t:111i:1,-.l :uul the lc:l!il'e hi>1 .:xccul.(11~ acluaini.'i· 
trators :mt! :t~:ii)!n!! a111l ull 11er~o11s dail11i11g 1111tl<'r lai111 or lh1·111 fur ever to expd aml 
1'01110\"\l tl1l'rcfro111 without any lc·i;al 111·11cl'i.:s '' h:ll:SIH!\'\lr :11111 n:s cll\:dnally as any 
sho.-rill mii;ht tlo in ca.~e lier l\ll\j .. sLy h:ul c;l1tai1w•I j111lg1111:11t iu <'jn:t1111:11t fo1· 
n:cv1·cry or pos..:c:slliun of the sai•l 1111111 or in an :u;tion fur the rcco1·cry or laud nml 
I\ writ ul /ml,trt ji1ri11.i 7•0<-<l'·'"io1u·m or writ 11£ P""-'""-~iuu or other l"""""'lf h:tcl 
i~11e1\ 011 s :1d1 j1:1:gme11t tlire.:lccl to s11d1 ~hcritf in •Inc f11n11 11( law: Aml 1h:i.t iu 
ca~c of ~nch cntry ;•.ml any action Ld11g ltruught or othcr prt•c: .. ccling taken for or 
011 ncc.'Olln~ of the same Ly any \'cr~on wlar1111:<0•"·cr the 1lcfcnclants or ,lefcn1l1rnt to 
aach nclion may ple:11I !..:ave 01· icen~c in 11:\r thereof :\lid tlu:~c prc~l·nts sh:i.11 Le 
conclush·c e1·i1k11ce of the k:we or li..:1·11ot: of the ( .. >1.1ec hi~ cxc.:11tur:1 •1r :ul111ini:1· 
tmtors and all pcr,;ons daimini; 11111lcr hi111 or thl'lll 1.(1 any l1ailitrs of Crown l:mcl:i 
nml :i.11 1•cr~om1 acting in the n1atl<:rs ct11nphii11:•l of in ~uch :1dion or oth..:r pr11· 
cccding~: And it i:1 hc.:n:hy lastly agreed 1u11\ tlcclarc1\ tliat the t..:nn "t:o1·cmor 11 

in these prc~cuts sla11\ nu.:an the Lio1·cn11ir or the ,\1l111iniMtmt111· of the C:o1·en1· 
mc11t of the Coluny of Victorh~ for the time l>eiug 1111lcs:1 Ku ch 111cani11g shall he 
i11co11sistcnt with the context. 

SPIWlAL CO?\J>lTJOX. 

In witness whereof His Exc<:llency 
Governor nnJ. Command .. r-in·Chief i11 and over the Color.y of Yictoria nnd its 
l>cpe11de11cie3 hath 011 l1chnlf of llt'r :\laj<'Sly tho Qnct:u cunRcJ Lhie dc111isc to bo 
BC::ilc<l with the seal of the said colony :iml the lc:s:icc laath ho1·eu11to set his han<l 
nnJ. acnl tho day l\m\ year linst nbo,·o writw11. 
Signed ac~lctl :md clclh·eretl uy the nbove·namcJ.) 

in tho ~ (L.S. ) 
p rtscuce of ) 

Source: The Land Act , 1~84 with the Regulat ions 
thereunder 

Government Printer, 1888 
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I. T hr b~11,• ,;f lhi~ lic.,ncc ah111l not prc,·,·nt th<' liulll cnmpti~r,\ tln•rt·in or nn.v par t or Jl:,rt~ th•>ri'<if king uolll . 
' )l-:1,;:.-J, lin•r.a •d, uli<'nfll•·•I. llr olcall ll'ilh 1111dt'r 1111y o( ll111 l'''"·i.it•ll~ ui th•· f.a1td .let l!ll.i, l'X('•:pt uncl,·r th•: l~l .. t ••·cli\l11 

of ti,\) l.<111J A•·t 1!115, .:>r IJc.•ln~ l'l.'><n11wd by n:d·:r l•I tlrt• C:uv1•rnur, Li,•ult'u urt-l: .,,,.nrur, <.r ,\J111i11b~ral<Jr 1,f th., 
Covcrn11\r11t vf \'id"ri.,, witl1 tho nd\'in, o r the J-:.,t·t•nl i\'u C'u1>1wil , ior uny o f tlr.i p11qi.111c• fur which laud 11111y Lo 
rcd<'rn:d unde r 'cctit,n 10 o f I 11<• land A cl I\) 15 or fur mini ui; pur p••~c.:;. 

!!. 111 ('ll"C the ~aid lnnJ or 11ny j•.>rl tl .. ·n·.,f ~htiuld 111.: xclc.l. !c1..:.l'll. li1·cn.<<'il, ali,•1111t1••l. J,,_"\lt -.·ith, or l'\'hUIH•·J " " 

afort'o<1iJ, the li<•t·n~'°~ $lu'11 nol oo rntitlt·d 1,-. j!,ny .-01111••n:-t•ti•111 otlt"r limn lhl\t wi1id1 t~. 1· ro:sr:..11~1hlo )!iai~~·r· of tho 
C'rv" n for the tin10 l .. ·in:; n1l111.i:list..ri11:; the Lund ,I ct I II I .i (lwrcin;i.!tcr rl'f.:rn·<I !v ~'I tho ill id.;lor) tna y tltiul> fit. 

3. 'J'liis lin•m·o i~ ' ul1Jcct to the 1 it: lit~ of LL" ' ltultl,·r~ <>{ tOiJ\u r,' ris:ht:i o r o( mining ll'11Gt)1 11v1v iri• ucd e>r hcrnuft<lr 
t.v IJc.• i•>v .. d Iv 1·11kr "I"'" lhll nllot1111:n• hut'hy li<'t:n ~•·<I. c.ncl to •C:\fdt io r l!old ..,,,! to 1Hi11e 1;,.,,,,., .. , "':J 11, ~,. . .,~ ..ud 
o.:CUjt_\' mini11g pl:ml nwl 111:.,:hi1111ry. wiLlavu t m'<!iing l\tty compcn!>ntion lo the lirer..,l'<l, lti~ uxecut.on1, 1><lmini,tr1>to?'d, 
or a~'ii;ns, lui e1.r~•wo or ol11t'r <!1111.ai;e . 

.•. Sul.j1·ct to tl11:s•J ~011ditio11~ tho lict·n~oo sh;i. 11 "'' cntilll'd to ll~C tho l1u1•l for tlto r11rr11~e flit \\'likh llri>< lic.:r1cu 
l•M l><'t'H !_:r;\nt••<l uutil uurh t .. ml (•r nny }H'lrt th,•11·of 11118 Lc.·n ~old, k·"~c·tl, lic1' ll<l'll, ali"1mtc<i , Jcr•IL with, or .... ,.,u1111·d .. ~ 
llfot~Liu, 1i111i t l .. ·reupvn all ti ,., intcn·i.t of the lio;cnS•:C thorcin ahull cc.·i..-1c nnJ Lo Jcwnuincu. 

6. No 11\nd eompr i:.cil in ron•~ from ti mo to timu sun·cycd nnd marked <1ul witltj11 tho looundarbs or tho taut! 
f:'o>111pri~·J in tliii; Jit'l"11cc ~1111!1 bo d'''-·rnccl within i l.!i OJ"'r~tion. 

Q. 'J'lt i$ lit-i:nce shall Crtlitk• lite Jtol<lcr tlroro•11{, durir:!( tho tlf'riod for whic·h it i~ s ruall•tJ, to UM: lh.! \:\ncJ therein 
"'''"t•ri•wd fo r 1l1·1>a~luri11j! pur:1<»•'d only, but i.lt.1!1 nol 1•011frr nuy ri;ht tu build lhcrl'Ou, o r lv cullh'l\lt', ~r, u,'l/.udl Uu; 
p. rmi.-si<•ll of th.: ,I( i11 isftr, /'1t<e uny 71111lio11 ll1crro/, er co11«trucl u r!a111fir11111/.'. 

7. 'J'lu\t in tlto e\'1•nt of th•· i\!ini~lor gm11li1tl! prr1ni:<•;ion to fr11c·t• the \\'ltolu or m1y p11rt ul thio nr<·:•. tho liw 1t:<t:•: 
~J1:11l )'l'V~i1 l.- r ., t<'S ur ~lip Jl: •.nd>1 in :!UiU\uh: pin,,.:; fur Litt: 1'ftll \.l'lli1·11tC uf Ll11• pul.>lic. ~O Colll[l01\l4ali1,o will Le 111Ju,·.r.tl 
fvt f•·m·iug 1·1ect•-d ou bou11<l.\li1·i. (Jf ollotmN1t.111lic11 .tcJ or in cuur.>c <•f ~,.i~u;11ivn. 

~- '''ht\f \.•1 l••"'t" ;P?:\•'') \•.r rlVh , (ff vlttdf 1"" i~ .. ~ ~. : : .• , , ,., \.:: ~ 1.(:• :t• ·~ti..,H ) !,.\'! r( t! ·,, l•1-,d ..fef !C\f!:. t!e !i "\•JI: • • d .. \~~ 1•:· ~i'J'. 

011 1·0111pld i•m, lh11t sud1 i111provciuc11IA lu1.\·o lll'\.'ll t:1:itlc, otl1orll'i~o tl10 \\ork ll'ill th>t lJo l'l'C••guit.c<l. 

!l. 'l'ln• inlurl'ol in this liwnco shall nol w tran,;f1:rrt'd without th11 COll•l'll t <if tho ~lini .. t.;r, a.ml tho J>a) 111e11L of .. 
f,-u of 10:<. 

Ill. Th(' lit'l.'Ut·u slrnU ho lit1l.>lo lo forlciluru if lltt1 lict•rumu cc,:uu1it 11 Lrc!\.:11 uf or 1tcgl.1c~ to con1ply with th•··" ' 
co111li1iu11•. 

11. 1'1w pul>liMlion ,,f l\ noti('(' in the c.,.,,,,,no1l Cu:,l!c p111pudiu~ lo tl1•<·l.,I'(• tlta l U10 r.0Vt'ru<>1·, Liculunnnl· 
Cu\·l'rr111r, <•r .\d1ui11i~tml••r of tlto Oo\'C•r11t11<' ut • ( \'ictori11, wi~l1 thll ~1h·ic11 ai .. 11::..•!<l, lt:>b f t> dcitci<I tltiM lii:t'11co sli:•li h<• 
co11d~ain! uvi.l~nco that th.: JiC(,aco i~ forf,•itcJ. 

12. 'l'lu• ri11~ · !..Mki11i: u f the limber upon tho lnnrt hy thu lit-c1~:1:1c i.I •·i.pm>sly furLicltl t!n, a.nil h~ !ihall uot b,, 
cntilkd to d t·e troy or cut aml take 11wa.y n.ny such Llmbrr. 

l :J. lo'rM a~·i;~ to Wt\lor elmll \;o kopt open i>t r•ll liuw~ for lr:wclling htrtl othor •lt>ck, 11nd for ~oc1·~on• """iri11i 
to tAko Wt\~r fvr du11t\.utill 11111·pos•'ll. 

\.I. 'l'hr• 1i<..,'n~1·0 ~lmll tl1i:<troy all lh•tfle~ ••ti 11 111 !1111d uu<l on till' h1•lf -wi1ltlt of t l11• 111lj(Ji11i11;: ruat!s, nnd ~hall I~! 
~p1111.~iLlt· for tuo dc>.>Lnll'tiun of~ under ~~ru J:l.i•tl• .1c1~; ir} li!<1· n1.ut:1cr 10..~ 1i .. 1<1r.roi of frt:cl1old l:l11d, . 

JS. 'l'h•· lic..·ubl"' d1 1>1l k1...:-p lho lnnd froo !rum vortuin, a uo bhuul.t ht• fa;I to t.lo Ho th<: licon l.lo llhall bu liulilo for 
fo.rld lut~ 

\ 0. 'J h i1 Jk~n<'O ilJ iuuc..-.1 sul.>jt1l't to tltu r i;.:ht. o ( l!Ul\'lniJlC'ra t.o gmt.e 011 lltid ania HU<'h hcmll"' l'Od bullodu &a &rO 

M.!lu111ly us.:11 in C<>m10.>:ion with lh.,ir lic<'ni<cd op••ratiunli 11 u tlti3 l1•11u. 

17. 'l'h•: takiu~ in of ~l•Jck for ll(!ii;tnwnt, or c•thcn,·i"" tdlowi11i: tl10 1wo in ""·'' way o( th" 111nd or par~ tlu:ruof by 
a.:1y l)(}rt!•JD vtht•r tli:m tho lic<'llA!OO, witbnutauthol'ity in • ·ritiug 1,y thu :.lini~tor, iii lol'l,itlt.1011. 

I I'. Th·• l ir<'n~'-"' Rlmll thorou~hly :md t1ffol'liv··I.\· protCl\'.l lhu la11d within the bouud.1ri .... o f Iii~ liN'h<'col nn'."\ froin 
firl' , M1ci ~!1nll 1:xli11i.:11i~h nuy tin• whkh 111a.~· lm•,.ll 011t. un @11.:i1 nrM or n111y 1q1r1·:.J t•J it. In thC' .>vN1L ti( U"• uro:n l.,.·ing 
danu,gc•d 1.iy fiH'o tht' licr11 ce may l>o f•Hfrilcd, u11l,,.;,; tl.u li<'<.:lbt.'<.' 3ali~iy Lh(J ~ li1ti~l11r tbnt 1U!itl1llr he, <lin.'Ctly or 
iudirtcLly, 1101' hi11 wurk.intH~ or 5111·va.11!JI, were in any \\llY n.'ilpot1$iblc for ~uch lire. 

19. Tl10li«o..seo11ha.ll no t i.utcrft~ iu a.11y w11y vdlh llJlj' ~11rvcy marks on thu lnnd lu·rohy Jkcnr>ed. 

Source: Lic ence Document attached to Lands 
Department 1''ile 
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I. Tbt! iMo•' of tl1i• li<'•'11ro ~ li"ll 1wt pro••onl tho !"nil comprisod tboroin or any p:lrt or part.I L!i1•ro.,£ hoin·! 3nl<I. l<'M~I. 11-., 11,r 

ali1111atuJ, or dualt wil11 un.i.-r nny I){ tho pro1'ision" of tho L<rnd . let Hl28, CXCt)pl unuor soction l:!l of tlx1 /.crnJ Act l!J:!!j, ur 1.>u;· 
h tSumo<l by or,h•r of th" C.i1·ornnr, with tho Mh-icu o{ tho K'tocuti1·c C".ooncil , Cor any of lho pur~c~ for ,.·hicl.1 !And mlly be- roaon· 
lllldor &t>etion 14 o f th•> f,..11111 Act l!J:!$ or for 1uiu.i11g purpooea. '-

2. In ca."'' tl1<1 ~:\i,J l1u11I flr a11.v pnrt thol'\lof should bo sold, IM~orl, Jicon~o1 1. :i.l i11n:•tc1l, do:•lt with , or r1Js11~1·· ·l · ~ "fon'<!.1: 
tho licOUbUO 11h~U uo.>l L·' onlillo.111 t.o nny co1111...,nsntion 0U1or th&n t hat whir.h tho ruipon~il>lu ~lini~ter of thl\ <Jrow 11 fnr th~ l.ir 
Uoiut; ad1.Uui.iitoriug llhl f. l).11•l A~t l!l:l8 (boroinafl••r relorrod to 114 tho ~1ini11ier) mny think fit. 

3. Any lao!J"r of n min111·'d ri:,:ht or ol to llliuing loa8C.I or mineral IOA-~ 1111rlor tbo .l/int-' AeJ 10:?8 or any corl'C!lpomliu:; prcvi" 
111..;clJllo.tt. ah:1ll l.nn1 lhu a-ii;ht :\n•l eh.'\ll bu allvw<l<l to ont,•r UJl•>n the ll\n.t l\nti "o,;rch for ~o lil, sih•or, av•l ouoc.rili as <luti:1"'l 
tho'> Mimic A.d ll):!S, aud t.: mi1i.1 thomvu, l\11<l to c""''" /\ml occ11py 1niriiug pb11t M 1u1..,hi11oi-y within tho M•'" witJ11>11t m..J.:i1 
1 ·11111~nM•lio11 11.l tho \i.-cn.;('11 fur ~nl'faco or otl .. :r "1."n"t;"• pro,·i<lo<i nlw:.y• tlaat. •11,,h l"'rti1>111< of die li11:d "" ~hall 1 .. , °'""f"e<l 
louil.liui,::> ~l..r.:•11 w M·CUN from u11d1 iulru.<iou, u11l1w1 "it h d1" ll>ll~-M>nt. of lhu lit'.en~NI . 

4. Rubjo.;t l" th~so ooodiliom tho li.,un_, •~ 0o 11nt1Uool Lo u"" tlto hrn.1 fur th., puq~"" ' fnr wlai1·h tlaiH lic ·o111;c 1.,,,. l .. w 

J;l'l\llt.>d until auch 1,.,1.J or ar1y 1<1rt thoro•1( hM l1U011 .col.I, 1 ......... 1. liconitocl, Alional•ul, 111'1.lt ,..jtJ,, 11r ro.tnmo:ol ~· af .. no<.1i•l. '" 
tber<>upon all too int.i~'tlt of tho lirott5"6 lht•r('in slmll COl\00 l\ncl ho dotormino<i. 

5. No bnd co1upri.:iod in rn:i.da fron.t Limo l•l tim" a11n·oywi ancl markod 11ut \C'ithi11 tho l>t11111·laril'd of Lho l:rnd "'""~ori...,,l 

th.ii licenoo 1haU oo cloo111od witl ri u ilJl •ll·"~alion . 

n. Thiil lioonl'O ~ 1 ... u cntitlu tho hultl"r t.homof, 1l11rinl( tl10 pnrfotl r .. r .... uicl1 it i~ grnul.t.lll, lo II"'° thn lAll'I tw,r.•in coinpril!Oll ! 
clt.P'i.:.turing pur~ 011.ly, \Jut :1i ... l111ot confor l!.ny ril{M tci lmi11l th"r•tolll, or to cult.ivato, or, withm1t IM. ,,,,,,,;,6;,,,. •1 tlM ,l/ini•I 

Iv fe1.u. ""~ porlic1t lhaeof or to c<>"4lr11ct " dam or lu•k. 

7. TL.at in t.h~ ov.,nt nf tho lli11i11wr i;r .. 11Li11g p..rmi .... ion to fonoo thu wholo or l\ny {11\rt o r thia l\ro>o, lh11 lico11<10o ,1a,.11 pruvi• 
!:"!"'' i•r ~lip pna:ul.; in 1rnitul>ll• plaC4•~ for tho con,·ooionco of t.110 puLlic. ~o com'pon:mtion will bo l\ll11w\l\.I for fl"nt·ing ort-clO)<I • 
houucl:\ril':I o! 1tll1Jtui-•11ta :dio1::t~c<l or in cour$0 of nlicnutio11 . 

Ii. Tht\l whuro imprO\'<' n\c11t.I shall ho a11ll1o>riLc-J umlur ·'""'ion I :!:I 11( tho f,1l11d Act I ll:!S, t.he licone4)6 1hAll nt>til y, , 
coulpl~r i<Jll, llu•t $HCh improvomuulll brwo buou lllt\d<i, othorwisu tho work will uot. be ruoogniz:otJ. 

9. 'fho iutor<·~t in this licc111ie shoU llllt bo lta!1.:1forrotl without tho oon!IOnt of the )linislA!r, aotl tho payment of I\ fro of T1 

1hillings. 

10. '.!.'ho licunco i<h:..U b;i li:1hlc to foriuiture if tho licu11~w co111111it ll brol\ch or or uogloct to comply with thO<le co:.1J itiutl.'I. 

11. Tho pul>licatioo of :.1 1:.,1ico i:t t bo Oorer1imenl Oa:ellt purporting Lo ,(oclnru thnt tho Governor of Victoria, with t!:o "'iv: 
Afu,.,,.,..,j,I, h&~ forfoito1l Llili! lico.111c J ~h;i! I bo oouclwi\·e o~itlcnco thAt t.ho l1co11CQ is lorCoit..>tl. 

l :!. Tho ring·barL:.iug vf Lhu timbur upon tho la.n.J by tlao licou.wc ill oicpr<>.illly Cori.:tlJl•u, tonJ hu 3h11il not be ontiLleJ 
11 .... t.rvy or cut. &ud tnko a.way nny 311ch timber. 

1:1. 1''roo nc o..'i'.~ ll) w.•l,;r 1hnll bo kopt opoa ... t :•II tim"" f •ir 1.ra~"llint; :u;1J 0thur sl1">Ck, 11.nJ !c.r pt>~ns 1IO&irini; to l..'l;.,o "'"! 
fur .i.,i.10 .. t ic puq1..,;a.::;. 

14. Th" liri.':t:l<l" ,11,..11 1l,'-'1l.1'v)' all \·onuin :w<.I nol:ioua woo<b on t.h.:> lo.ml anu on tho h:\l!·wi<ltb of tho l!.dj1>i11iug r.,.;i,d,, a: 

shu.11 bu J\!$p.lll>-il,,)., fol· tho <lvsl rnction of Lho s:.tn.o uudor L.hu Vumi11 und _..._, oxiou1 W tedJ 1l ct 19:!8 in liL:11 111n11nM ,.. bol•J,,., • 
froohl'ld 1.:i.nds; &boulJ ho ftlil to 110 so tho licom:o ebnll \,c liuLlo for forloilure. 

(" \'Nwiu" indu,i.l~ iliugO•';! or n ntivo u:>0$, d1>gs run wilJ, dogs nt l!\rg<:, foxu$, rabbit.a, a.ml uny other .. oillll\l or a ny bi: 

wla..iul.t th" Guvern"r in ~-O:moil w ... y 1'y prvcl,.WAlion in tho Cov.:rt11M1tJ Ga::t.J.J~ llools.ro to bo vonoin.) 

l:i. T!tid licu111:" i3 i3outl<l •nbj..x:t. to Lh" ri ~hl uf llawmi!J .. rs to graio on this arOA suoh hors~ aaJ bullock..! M ""' aoi ually 11.$4 

111 l.'\lnnorivn with ll.uiir lico1wo<l O!>ertotior.e 01. thili Luitl. 

I G. Thi.- ltLki11g in of dll.lCI.: fur ngi:!t1111:nt, ur othorll'if..., allow in:; I.ho u•o in nny wtoy oI tho hmtl or pMi theroo( hy any fl"'r ... 

uthcr tha11 thv li.:,111....-io without a uthurity in writiug Ly tho Mini...tor i3 forbidlll'n. 

17. Thu lit•t•tl."ll••' ~hitll lhllrougbly nncl ollooti\'oly protfflt tho ltond u-it.hi11 tho bou11.11Hit·~ o( hi~ licen.sod &IV" ( ro111 Ii"' " ' 
aluJI oxtini.,'lti~b tony fit'I> wliidt 111,.y lm:.•k out on fllloh nrun or UU\Y spro.'\cl to it. l o tho ovonl of tho nru. ooini; rliu=i:•:-1 l1r t: 
'"~ lfoc11n1 uuy Lu forfoiw.I , u11lcs.• Llto UuunSl.'<> ~nti 1!y tho ~fini:ilur tb.nl. noithur bo, d.Uwt.ly or in1iircclly, nor his wurltr.i.on . 
WC\'...i1ld, 111·,.ro in a uy way l\>dj>Uu:<il>l11 fur •null liru. 

18. 1"bu lill\illtittU shtoU n•>t iut.wrur-J in a.ny w .. y wit h tony 1urvey marks on tho lancl horoby li<'on:outl. 
_. __ ._ .i,__ 
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