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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

The year 1995 marked the centenary of the publication of Banjo Paterson 's The Man 
from Snowy River and other Verses, a milestone celebrated in great bush style by the small 
community of Corryong. This celebration attracted horsemen and women from across 
Australia, and the crowds who cheered them on to victory. It is easy to see why Corryong 
is still in love with the horse. Isolation and the rugged nature of the country made 
horsemanship essential to agricultural and social life. A century after publication 'The Man 
from Snowy River' ballad is indisputably Australia's favourite poem. The poem itself predicts 
that 'The Man ' and 'The Ride' would become household words. The prediction has become 
reality - not only just down Kosciusko's side and around the Overflow, but in classrooms, 
kitchens and even city boardrooms. Banjo created a romantic hero out of a stockman who, 
until he performed his spectacular ride, had been considered by his peers to be quite ordinary. 
Paterson 's idealisation of the Australian high country horseman gave the young nation a 
new hero. In true Clancy style, our Mountain Cattlemen keep Banjo's dream alive, a tradition 
set to remain for another century or more. 

A major undertaking of the Association over the past year has been negotiating with 
the Victorian Farmers' Federation and other bodies for the formulation of regulations 
govemfag livestock travelling on Victorian roads. For the first time in the history of this 
state there will be uniformity of signage, stringent driver education and clarity of 
responsibilities of farmers and motorists regarding travelling livestock. It is anticipated that 
the regulations will become law. During the lengthy negotiations, MCAV stuck firmly to the 
central issues - the right to move stock from home properties to high country runs without 
hindrance, uniformity of signage, and the rights and duties of farmers and motorists. MCAV 
is delighted that the issues it fought for have been recognised and granted. 

We all remain firmly committed to the retention of grazing in the alpine regions of 
Victoria. To this end, I urge all Alpine/Bush runholders to fi ll their allocations and apply for 
vacant runs. 

r thank the Central Council for their encouragement and guidance during the year, 
and our numerous associate members for their continuing support and loyalty. 

I would specially like to mention my gratitude to the Guy family for coming to the 
rescue of the Association and allowing the Get Together to be held at 'Kilbride', at such 
short notice and with such grace. My faith in human nature has been strengthened! 

Barry Humphries, when being interviewed recently, said ' We, in this land, are more 
preoccupied with what it hasn't, rather than what it has ' . Ours is a great country - let's keep 
it that way! 

Health and happiness to you all for 1996. 

Mary Goldsworthy 
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Tiger Moths Rescue Injured Cattlemen 

In the 1940s, two rescues took place in the high country. Both involved Tiger Moth 
aeroplanes, which has probably led to some of the confusion that st ill occurs today when 
they arc discussed. The first was of Bob Goldie in 1944, and the second was of Jack 
Kelly in 1947. Both pilots, Squadron Leader Alan Hepburn and then-civ ilian pilot Neil 
Mcinnes had seen wartime service, and in at least the second rescue that was a major 
factor. 

The Tiger Moth was a biplane that had been used for wartime pi lot training, and 
was probably the only aircraft that coul d have carried them out, being very light, with a 
relatively short take-off and landing distance. 

The Rescue of Bob Goldie 

The first rescue took place in January 1944, 
when Bob Goldie, 64 years and from Boisdale was 
working stock near Mount Wellington with Rex 
Miller and Billy Jones, and was injured when his 
horse rolled on him. In a ride that local cattlemen 
later described as 'epic', young Billy Jones, originally 
from Glenmaggie, rode through the night to Rex 
Miller's at Upper Maffra to seek help. As word 
spread, horsemen began to make their way to the 
scene, as initially the only way it was thought possible 
to get him ou t was to carry him on foot by stretcher 
for several days. This would have been a treacherous 
operation and one that needed a large number of 
men. 

Jack Horstman, a neighbour of the Millers, 
remembers leaving about 5am with five others, to 
ride through Huggetts and up Miller 's track, as the 
word spread quickly. The party included his uncle 
Jack Horstman, Jack Higgins from Mewburn Park, 
and Barney Higgins. The route they chose was a 
difficult, single-file track, but the shortest and 
quickest way for them. They arrived at the scene, 
near the Gable End, about 3pm. 

Another party went from Briagolong, up 
through the Moroka, and another went from 
Heyfield, probably by vehicle to Licola, and then 
rode up. Fifty years later, trying to remember who 
was there, Jack Horstman thought it probably was: 

a few Higginses, there'd be Dunsmuirs, 
there'd be Estoppeys, Chesters, possibly the 
Rumpffs, and maybe some Kellys. 
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Photographs taken at the scene also show 
Hugh Bourke, George Gray, Wattie Killeen, Bill 
Gillio, Andy Estoppey (who may well have been the 
one to take the only surviving photographs), and 
two policemen, Jim Draper from Heyfield and 
Constable Kennedy from Briagolong. 

In the meantime, Dr Brent from Maffra 
contacted the RAAF, and requested an airborn 
evacuation. He advised them there was an airstrip a 
mile long available on the plain. Squadron Leader 
Alan Hepburn, a chief flying instructor, flew over 
the area in a Dakota, but was unable to land, as the 
strip was a mere 150 yards long! He returned to the 
base and accompanied by a RAAF doctor, flew to 
the area in a Tiger Moth, Al 7-215. He made four 
unsuccessfu l attempts to land on the short strip, and 
was only successful when a ground party managed 
to s low the plane at the end of the strip by dragging 
on the wings. The cattlemen then set to work to 
lengthen the strip, which ended up about 270 yards 
in length. 

Jack Horstman continues the story: 

The plane landed about four, four-thirty 
that afternoon, landed uphill. When Bob was 
put in the plane, he was a big man and it was a 
little cockpit, the cockpit had a full load. To 
get speed up the little plane had to take off 
downhill into a gorge, more or less. When it 
lifted off the ground the plane was still going 
downhill, and we wondered if he'd ever get 
out of it, there was a downdraft in this gully, 
quite big, it was. He eventually got over the 
mountain, and got him back safe to Sale. The 
pilot that time was an instructor pilot, and he 
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said he' d never, ever do that again. He thought 
he'd never get out of it, thought he'd never 
climb over the mountains. 

That night, in Millers hut there were 28 
men and 36 horses in camp, and it was some 
party. 

In 1965 the incident formed the basis of a 
children's book by Paddy Hooper, calledMuster Up. 

The Rescue of Jack Kelly 

In March 1947 the second rescue took place, 
that of Jack KeJly by Nei l Mcinnes. Jack was head 
stockman for the Gilder family at Glenfalloch and 
was one of a large party mus tering around the 
Holmes Plain area when his horse fell on him. He 
received head injuries, with a suspected fractured 
skull, and it was obvious that he had to be removed 
to hospital as quickly as possible. With access to the 
area only by horseback, and the knowledge that there 
had already been one successful Tiger Moth rescue 
in the area, that was probably the only option 
considered. 

Bob Gilder rode about seven miles to a nearby 
Forest Commission camp and radio contact was 
made with their base in Erica. They immediately 
contacted the RAAF at Point Cook and Jim Draper, 
who was still stationed at Heyfield. Arrangements 
were made for a Tiger Moth to be despatched from 
Point Cook, possibly because there was none at Sale. 
As the pilot would have been totally unfamiliar with 
the area, the Forest Commission near Point Cook 
rushed a map to the base before the plane took off. 
It landed at Holmes Plain about 4.55pm, with Wing 
Commander Charles Lelue, senior medical officer 
at Point Cook, aboard. A Dakota accompanied it to 
the area and remained overhead to maintain radio 
contact. 

In the meantime, Jim Draper contacted 
Norman Mcinnes whose sons, Neil, Don and Bruce 
Mcinnes, had another Tiger Moth, VH-AID, at 
Tinamba, operating from an airstrip in Arthur 
Jessup's paddock. It was the only civilian plane in 
the area, and the brothers were familiar with the area 
around Holmes Plain. About two o'clock, Neil 
Mcinnes took off with Jim Kelly, Jack 's brother, 
aboard and flew low over Holmes Plain to ensure 
he had the right location and to reconnoitre the area 
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for his proposed landing. He returned to Tinamba, 
and after a time waiting for the doctor to arrive, Jim 
Kelly was replaced by Dr Atkinson from Maffra. In 
the meantime, they removed the front passenger seat 
so that the returning patient would be able to be laid 
down. About 4.45pm the aircraft took off again for 
Holmes Plain, with the doctor strapped in the seatless 
front cockpit. Neil Mcinnes landed safely, uphill 
towards the yard, avoiding the RAAF Tiger Moth 
which was already on the strip. 

Neil Mcinnes remembered the occasion almost 
fifty years later: 

It was getting later in the afternoon and 
dusk was encroaching, and as happened in the 
mountains, the night comes very suddenly, 
once the sun slips below the mountains. At 
that stage the doctors bad examined Mr Kelly 
and given what immediate on-the-spot medical 
attention could be given, but the request was 
that he be got to the Sale Base Hospital as 
soon as possible. He had severe head injuries, 
as a matter of fact he was unconscious for five 
or six weeks after the event. We had arranged 
for the RAAF Tiger Moth to take Mr Kelly, 
and he was loaded aboard, and strapped in and 
then came the starting of the aircraft. Tiger 
Moths have a notorious habit of not starting 
off that weU due to magneto problems, and 
unfortunately I suppose this was one of those 
occasions. We had to wind and wind and wind 
the propeller, for probably an hour to get it 
started, but we failed in the attempt. It was 
then decided that we would transfer Mr Kelly 
to my aircraft, which was also a Tiger Moth, 
sitting him in the front seat, and that I would 
take him then, hopefully before dark, down. 

This takeoff would have been hard enough 
during the day, when the high altitude meant that 
the plane could be expected to considerable lose 
power. At 7pm, when he took off in the dark, it was 
even more difficult. 

I didn't really have enough time to 
inspect the strip thoroughly, the takeoff path, 
which was unfortunate. It was getting dark 
enough so, to even remain in line with the 
takeoff path, I decided I would station some 
of our local people in along the strip about 
fifty yards apart, to form a line of sight as it 
were, alqng to the proposed take-off point. 
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My own plane started without any fuss 
and I taxied out preparing to depart. I could 
not see the furthermost man, so I just took off 
along parallel to them, which was the way we 
did it in the air force. I opened the throttle and 
took off past the I inc of markers. and 
unfortunately the aeroplane struck an 
obstruction of some 
sort. rm not sure. I 
think it might have been 
a hole, it could have 
been a small stump. but 
I think it was a hole, and 
it inadvertently swung, 
fairly abruptly to port, 
left, and straight 
through the line of 
human markers. They 
wisely scurried very 
quickly out of the way 
and unfortunately by 
this time I had been 
thrown off the track and 
thrown off the takeoff 
path and was now 
Jiverging towards the 
left. towards the creek 
that surrounds J lolmcs 
Plain, with an unknown 
surface problem. 
However al this stage 
we were committed and 
with no alternative but 

headed off towards Sale, and I followed. The 
pilot turned on tus landing lights for me to keep 
track of him. but being of a superior speed 
and size he soon lost me, after three or four 
minutes. We were in absolute darkness and 
crossing the lower southern edge of the ranges. 
heading for Sale. My problem was 

compounded 

lo press on regardless, Don (left) and Nt'i/ Mdm1e.~. 

unfortunately, because 
my aeroplane. as an ex­
wartime Tiger Moth 
had luminosity on its 
dials, gauges. and the 
only bl ind flying 
instrument I had wa-; 
the Turn and Bank 
indicator, but these 
were not generally 
considered :;uffici1;nl 

for blind flying. 
particularly if you 
entered a clout!, where 
there was a danger of 
finishing up in a spin. It 
was dark and black as 
pitch. and lhc worst 
thing of this was 1 had 
my face down in the 
cockpit. about three 
inches from I he 
instruments. That was 
probably the most 
difficult part, to he quite 
honest. because I had to 

J endeavoured to get the aeroplane off the 
ground at the earliest possible time. It 
responded, only to find myself steering straight 
at a very large leafy tree, on the creek edge. J 
had built up enough speed to be able to jump 
it as it were, and continued down the other 
slope. 

Once off the grountl, lhc most dangerous part 
of the rescue mission took place, often overlooketl 
by those who appreciated Neil Mcinnes' skill in the 
landing and subsequent takeoff in the dark. The Tiger 
Moth was not equipped for flying m the conditions 
in which he then found himself. 

The Dakota that had been circling for 
two hours over Holmes Plain, watching what 
action was being taken on the ground. then 

cry and blind fly, without any horizon. Without 
that and with my head down below the 
cowling, il was just a bit hard to try aml 
maintain altitude I was worrying about the 
altitude, because l knew the height of 
everything, Mount Wellington, about five 
thousand, three hundred and something like 
that, I'd flown over it so many times. It was 
essential not to drift down, if you're flying you 
can inadvertently drift down. of course if you 
get too close ... Once we were clear of the 
ranges, I let down slowly. 

Meanwhile, the details of the rescue were 
relayetl by the Dakota to the RAAF ba')c at Fast 
Sale, and from there to the local radio station 3TR. 
The station's owner/manager, Archibald Gilchrist, 
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had been moni to ri ng the RAAF radio 
communications, and patched them live to air. At 
Tinamba, Kevin Shingles, a neighbour, heard it come 
up on air, and ran five hundred yards across the 
paddocks to tell the Mclnnes family. He found Neil's 
father, who must have had some understanding of 
the difficulties of the flight his son was undertaking. 
They turned on the radio, and the family sat around 
the dining room table, knowing that they had taken 
all lights out of the plane some time before, and that 
Neil had not even taken a torch with him to read the 
gauges. They heard the Dakota land, saying that it 
had lost Neil's plane, and they believed for a time 
that he may have crashed. 

As the plane approached Sale, it began to rain. 
Jack Kelly was in the front cockpit, unconscious, 
with his face roughly bandaged, but with no other 
protection from the elements. Neither cockpit had a 
canopy, and the only thing above Jack Kelly, about 
nine inches above, was the petrol tank with about 
nineteen gallons of fuel. Through a break in the 
clouds Neil saw a light below, which he later realised 
was a farm at Boisdale, and judged that it was safe 
to decrease his altitude. He came out of the clouds 
at Stratford, and recognised where he was. 

I was very pleased to see the flare path, 
the RAAF as usual were on the ball, on top of 
the job, and they had their flare path out at 
East Sale. I could see the control tower, but 
not of course make any contact with them, 
because there were no radio facili ties in my 
aircraft. As soon as they heard my aeroplane 
they fired up a succession of green lights, which 
is the indication that the airfield is clear to land. 
I landed without incident, but with some 
concern that the Dakota that had been flying 
ahead of me might well be landing on the same 
runway. However that did not occur. 

At Tinamba, the first the fami ly knew of his 
whereabouts, was to hear a member of the RAAF 
ground crew, live over 3TR, exclaiming in surprise 
as sparks came up from the rear skidder of the Moth. 
Designed for grass landings, it had a rear skidder 
that kept it straight on grass, but was an added hazard 
with its tendency to cause sway on the bitumen strip. 

By the time we had parked the RAAF 
had an ambulance standing by and in the lights 
of the ambulance and in the rain we unloaded 
Mr Kelly. We took him out of the cockpit, it 
was a tight squeeze, and he was delivered 
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safely to the Gippsland Base Hospital, where 
he remained several weeks recovering. 

The next day Neil 's brother Donald flew the 
Tiger Moth from the East Sale Base to Holmes Plain, 
and landed successfu lly to collect Doctor Atkinson. 
The RAAF Tiger Moth was made operational, and 
flew back to Point Cook. 

Neil Mcinnes was awarded the Royal Humane 
Society Silver Medal fo r his action, and later had a 
successful career as the Member for Gippsland South 
in the Victorian LegislativeAssembly. He also had a 
long and successful career in the aviation industry. 

Squadron Leader Alan Hepburn received the 
Air Force Cross for his rescue of Bob Goldie. Neil 
Mcinnes regrets that they never met. 

This article was compiled by Linda Barraclough, 
from taped interviews with Neil Mcinnes (1995) and}ack 
Horstman (1994). The assistance of Bruce Mcinnes and 
David Tulloch is also greatly appreciated. Linda would 
appreciate hearing of eye witness accounts from any 
other people present at either of the rescues. 

David and Dianna Guy 
invite you to stay at the 

WONNANGATTA 
CARAVAN 

PARK 

Powered Sites 

Kiosk, Mechanical Repairs 
and Petrol Available 

RMB 2315 
Waterford 

Stratford 3862 
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Incident at Cattleman's Hut 

$1000 fine for incident 
at cattleman's hut 
A MAN who alleged ly as­
sa ulled a mounlllin ca11le­
n111n ilt Moroka Hut. north 
of Briagolong. has been 
fined $1000 for recklessly 
causing inju ry. 

Kim Russell Walters. 42. 
of Ure Rd., Yel lingbo. 
pleaded not guilty in Sale 
Magistrate's Cour1 10 in­
rcntionall y causing injury. 
unlawful as auh. criminal 
damage. threatening 10 kill. 
threarening to inflict injury. 
recklessly causing injury 
and assault in company. 

T he case was hea rd over 
IWO days. 

The court was told that on 
April J, Gordon Cl ive 
Hodge. 66, of Valencia 
Creek had gone to Moroka 
Hut afrer dark with the 
intenlion of musrering cattle 
the following day with 
others. 

When he arrived at the hut 
he found it occupied by two 
deerhunters. one of which 
was Walters. 

The men allegedly had a 
dispu1e wirh Hodge over 

The incident which led to this convict ion was 
very frightening. The MCAV hopes it was an isolated 
incident and one which wi ll never occur aga in. 

having dogs in a Nat ionaJ 
Park and he was allegedly 
assaulted by Walters1 suf­
fering a cul under the jaw 
which needed stitches and 
dental work. 

The magisrrate found the 
cha rge o f reckl essly 
causing injury proven and 
fined Walters $I 000. 

Unlawful assaul t was 
slruck ou t and the other 
charges were dismissed. 

Jhe Maffra Specraror, 15 December 1995 

(b) app lies to the Director in 
writing either in the application under 
Clause 2 or in a separate application 
made before a licence is granted under 
that clause, for the right to use the but 
when engaged in grazing activities -

It appears the major problem in th is case was 
that the two deerhunters had no understanding of 
the traditions of mountain catt lemen or their rights 
to enter the Alpine National Park with dogs. or their 
right to use their huts whilst engaged in their grazing 
operat ions. 

The Agreement on Provis ion for Grazing 
Licence. in the Alpine Na1ional Park, which is the 
basis of the Jaws governing this issue, states: 

the Minister may include in the licence 
the grant of a first call for the holder to use 
the hu1 , when engaged in grazjng activities, 
whether or not the hut is in the part of the 
Alpine and Bush Grazing Licence Areas to 
wh ich the licence appl ies. 

·4_ If an application under this Part -

(a) has used, or built or maintained, 
an ex isting hut in the Alpine and Bush 
Grazing Licence Areas in connection 
with the applicant' s exercise of grazing 
rights; and 
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5. If a licence includes the right to use a 
hut, the terms and conditions of the licence 
include -

(a) l.I duty of the holder to maintain 
the hut in good repa ir, and provide 
udcquate trad itional shelter and refuge 
for the public; 
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(b) If the l1t11 b des1royed hy fire 
or otherwise, a righl for the holder of 
the licence 10 re-huild the hut in 
accoruance with plans arrrm ed by lhe 
Director afler consultation with thl' 
Alpine Advisory Committee: 

(c) A right to modify the hut only 
with permission of the Director after 
consultation with the Alpine Advisor) 
Committee; 

(d) A right to maintain a small 
locked space for storage of equipment 
in 1he hut. 1he size of this locked spnce 
to be set out in lhc I icencc. · 

ln reference to dogs Clause 8 of lhe Agreement 
states. in part: 

· .... the Director will set asiue lhe 
licensed land together with other land in the 
Park necessary for the working of 1he licensee's 
stock as areas for the permission for working 
dogs to be within the Park. The Regional 
Manager may determine the maximum number 
of dogs pcrmilled within the purk for the 
working of 1he stock which are 1h1.: subject of 
this licence.' 

Ca11lernen should be aware that their tings 
-;hould he rc£1s1c:red '' ilh their local authoritv. anti 

~ . 
that the tags shl)Uld be carried by the Jicen~ee '" hilst 
within the Park. 

The Alpine National Park b rerei\ ine 
!->Ub~tantial <Hh ertising as a tle:-tination casilv 

~ . 
acce~!'\ible to all. Increasing leisure time and 
availabilit~ 01sophi:-.ticated4WD vehicle:-. mean:-. that 
ct grca1 many people lacking any knm\ ledge of 
mountain cattlemen traditions"" ill he travelling. in 
the Park and tht: remote hu'>h. It seems clear to us 
that the Depanmen1 of Conservation and Natural 
Resources ''ill need to upgrade its ad\ erlising 
brochure:-. and information sy~tems. A '>hort hbtory 
of alpine grazing and the traditions of the mountain 
calllemen is urgently needed. 

Furthermore MCAV will m:ed lo pur,ue its 
request to DCNR for cattlemen·s hub 10 carry a 
sign notifying the public that calllemen have rights. 
and may turn up at their huts at any time of the day 
or night. and at any time of the year to c:my oul 
their grazing operations. 

ClivL I lodge \\as '>Upportcd throughout the 
two dav hearine. bv members of his familv and ... - .. . 
member.., of the MCAV. 

Sue Sih'ers 

Cli\ t: 1lmlgl· 11L11,ill1: lhl' Moroka I lut. 1/11w11.· ft<'ll\111 <') 
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High Country Women 
Carolyn Gilpin 

Sometimes it is interesting to see ourselves through 
the eyes of an 'outsider'. This is an edited version of an 
article Carolyn Gilpin wrote for publication in a national 
women's magazine. 

Up in the mountains of Victoria, where 
changes in tradition appear to move infinitely more 
slowly than the weather, there is a group of people 
doing far more for gender equality than any seventies 
bra-burning exerci se. They are members of the 
Mountain Cattlemen 's Association of Victoria 
(MCAV), people whose claim to fame are breeding 
some of the best beef cattle in Australia, helping to 
make the 'Man from Snowy River ' movies, and 
fighting to protect their high country pasture leases 
in the Victorian Alps. They are a group who believe 
in preserving their 150 plus years of traditions (they 
do this so well that they won the R.M. Williams 
HeritageAward in 1988) but who manage to move 
with the times and accept c hange wherever 
necessary. 

However, one thing which has never changed 
(rather it has grown stronger over the years) is their 
belief in equality between the sexes. Sue Silvers, 
(secretary of the Association for 11 years), says the 
role of women in the MCAV is very strong, with 
their opinions being listened to with great respect 
by hardened cattlemen - even children are allowed a 
say, and every idea is mul led over for its possibilities. 
Whjle the outs ide world was (and still is) involved 
in a gender ' tug-of-war ', this group of country 
people were showing respect for every member of 
the community, from the days of the pioneers through 
to today, when they have just re-elected their first 
female president for her third year of office. 

Tradition plays a strong and integral part in 
the MCAV's solidarity, and women are an important 
part of this, with the early pioneering women of the 
1850s being remembered with love and admiration. 
The late Don Kneebone of Milawa, a MCAV 
member, wrote this at the end of his poem 'The 
Pioneer Woman ' 

So let's shout her praise with glee, 
Hang her photo high on the wall, 
And mark her name on the family tree, 
The greatest pioneer of them all. 
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In the early 1900s, some of these women 
became well-known around the districts for their 
abili1ies with both horses and cattle (the ability to 
'pick a beast ', or choose 1he best cattle, is an admired 
skill in those places). One of these women was Freda 
Ryder (1922-1988), who was born a Treasure from 
the Dargo High Plains, and had her own land and 
cattle. After marrying Wally Ryder from Tawonga 
(another famous mountain cattleman) jn 1957, she 
kept her own interests, despite having a son, Harry, 
in 1959. As her daughter-in-law, Sue Ryder, says 
'she was .known as Freda Ryder on one side of the 
mountains and as Freda Treasure on the other', so 
great was her independence even after marriage and 
childbirth. 

Today, the women of the MCAV are following 
in Freda's footsteps, and achieving even more. Some 
are respected for their skills with cattle and horses, 
while the recent hard economic times coupled with 
climatic problems such as drought, plus a reduction 
in 1989 of the numbers of cattle allowed on the 
mountain leases, have required many to work off­
farm to he lp support the family. Women in the past, 
although still respected, were mainly relegated to 
the kitchen and farmyard, and didn't have a large 
say in planning or budgeting, apart from women such 
as Freda. Over the past thirty or so years, as women's 
roles became stronger elsewhere, the women of the 
MCAV followed suit. However, the wrangling 
between the sexes that happened elsewhere didn't 
ever really occur among lheAssociation's members. 
Long-standing tradition has held that women be 
respected and listened to, so as women decided to 
do more and more, on or off the farm, they were not 
much restricted, and were accepted for what they 
could do. 

A surprising fact about the MCAV, given its 
strength and unity, is that its eighty members (mainly 
famjly groups) are spread across Victoria 's alps, with 
!he four branches (Mansfield, Gippsland, Omeo and 
North-Eastern) separated by high mountain ranges 
and distances of hundreds of kilometres. Despite this 
isolation, the attitude towards women is the same in 
each branch. Talking to various women from the 
four branches shows they have diverse roles in the 
running of the family farm, some working on it, some 
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off, and some running the whole show themselves. 
They are also a modest lot. The common refrain 
amongst these hard-working women was 'why do 
you want to talk to me? I don 'tdo anything special. ' 

Mary Goldsworthy is a prime example of this 
type of woman. Small in stature but strong in every 
other way, she is literate, self-assured, but modest, 
and a person of many taJents. She came to be elected 
president of the MCAYby what she terms 'twists of 
fate' . One of four children of Eric Weston, who 
helped organise the Associatjon in the 1960s, she 
grew up soaked in the tradition of her family's 
involvement in alpine g razing s ince 1888, but 
became a school teacher. Her two older brothers 
worked the farm and were set to be the nex t 
generatio n of Weston mountain cattlemen, but both 
were tragically killed in car accidents. 

Mary and her husband Bill, an ANZ accountant 
and a country lad himself, came back to the family 
farm at Eurobin (north-east Victoria) in 1981 to look 
after her parents who had both become ill. Mary 
couldn ' t find local teaching work, so she worked 
the farm beside Bill, while nurs ing her parents. She 
became secretary of the MCAV North-Eastern 
branch, and Association second vice-pres ident in 
1992-93. She was elected president in 1993, 
nominated by Jack Lovick, one of the MCAV 'older 
generation'. She was chosen as being the ' right 
person for the job at the right time', and as one old­
timer put it, she had the 'right breeding' as well . Jack 
Lovick says of Mary that she is intelligent and has the 
ability to speak and, even better, has developed the 
skjJJ of getting people to listen. Eric, who died in 1991, 
aged 86, would have been extremely proud of his 
'cattJeman' daughter. 

Asked whether the MCAY's name should be 
changed to ' catt leperson' after the election of a 
female president, Mary said ' no'. The tradition of 
the name is s trong, and as she said in her firs t 
president's message (in the MCAV journal Voice of 
Mounlains No. 17, 1994) 

In this Association women have never 
been treated as special or vulnerable. Whilst 
friendJiness and courtesy are always extended, 
there is no differing between cattlemen and 
cattlewomcn, and we have always resisted 
being called by the latter! 

To the Associatio n, ' cattlemen ' is a term 
bestowed on someone in respect for the work they 
do - it is not a gender issue. 
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Sue Ryder is one such 'cattleman '. When I first 
met her, the first reaction was ' Oh, l don' t really do 
anything around the farm, no tractor driving or cattle 
work or anything'. As 1 later found out, this was 
very misleading - she drives tractors, musters cattle 
by horseback, and looks after the livestock daily. 
Sue and her husband Harry (the onl y son of Freda 
and Wally Ryder) run Hereford cattle on ' Mountain 
Creek', their 324 hectare property nearTawonga in 
the Kiewa Valley. They have two boys - Adam, 8 
years old, and Philip, 6 years. Adam went on his 
first cattle muster in the mountains at three - on a 
leading rein! 

Sue, a small, friendly, very energetic woman, 
is also the secretary of the local primary school 
council, part of the school's Parents Club, and 
secretary of the local cemetery trust. She helps with 
the MCAV, especially when the North-East branch 
holds the annual Cattlemen's GetTogether, and helps 
Harry, who is Captain of the Tawonga District Fire 
Brigade. AJl th is for a woman who was raised in 
Shepparton, not on a farm, and was a shire secretary 
before her marriage in 1986! 

Another example of a MCAV woman doing 
her own thing is Kate Stoney, who has just completed 
an Agricultural Economics degree at La Trobe 
University in Melbourne. From Mansfield and 
daughter of Graeme Stoney who was a prime mover 
behind the MCAV's battle to keep mountain grazing 
rights (Melboumians wo uld not have forgotten the 
1986 Ride to Parliament protest, with horses and 
cattle on the steps of Parliament House) - Kate is a 
country girl through and through. She has done what 
so many young rural people are forced to do today 
- go to the city for an education and to save money 
to return to the land armed with knowledge and little 
financial support. She grew up riding horses and 
working cattle, and still returns to help her brother 
Chris. Kate 'knows there's no money in farming, but 
it's a part of my life.' She and her boyfriendAlex, also 
a cattleman, want to return to the land as soon as 
possible - ' tomorrow, if I could get a job there!' 

Kate believes women in the MCAV have 
always been appreciated by the men fo r their hard 
work, no matter what the form in which it comes. 
Her father Graeme, now Member of Parliament for 
the Central Highlands in Victoria, th inks the same -
' the MCAV is one of the first groups to show equality 
between the sexes'. He says that even the ' farmer 's 
wives' of yesterday were proving their worth, as 
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they had to look after the properties while the men 
went up mustering in the mountains fo r a month at 
a time - his own mother had to do this. He believes 
that the equality comes from the dangerous and 
tough conditions the mountain cattleman have to 
face. As be says, ' It 's man against the elements -
everyone needs to muck in together.' 

Betty Fitzgerald, from Omeo, is an original 
'cattleman's wife'. She had no farming background, 
born in London and growing up in various Australian 
mining towns where her father was a mine manager, 
before she met her husband Brennie. They met when, 
on holiday in the country, she was asked to knit a 
jumper for him, as he'd just got out of the army and 
needed civilian clothes. Her initial reaction to the 
country was ' I can't s tand this!'. But she adapted, 
and became the typical wife of a cattleman in those 
days, cooking meat and fruitcake for them to take 
away on musters, and keeping the home-fires 
burning. She wasn ' t interested in learning to ride a 
horse - she had chi ldren to raise. She did (and still 
does) the books, and was secretary of the Omeo 
branch of the MCAV. Jn her day Freda Ryder was a 
ve ry individual woman; nowadays Betty 's 
granddaughters ride out on musters, and she says 
there are more choices - ' you can be what you want 
to be'. 

Pat Coleman from HeyfieJd in GippsJand is 
another of the older generation. She and her husband 
Kevin were partners in their property north of Licola 
up until his death in 1984. Now Pat helps her son 
Mark (one of five children) and his wife Tania in the 
same partnership, and she is also partners with 
another son, Des, in a local panel-beating shop. She 
says the Colemans have always worked together as 
a fami ly - she helped to bring in an inco me in the old 
days by teaching, and she and the kids helped with 
the farmwork and mustering. Pat also never learned 
to ride, but she drove a jeep to feed out hay to the 
cattle, and kept two houses going - one at Heyfield 
and the other up on their property, 'Primrose Gap'. 
She believes there is more respect and equality in 
the rural areas, where everybody has a role to play. 
Pat spoke of four other women from the Heyfield 
area, all in their eighties, who had run their own 
properties for over fifty years. 

Small, dark and humourous, Christa Treasure 
is a modem-day version of those women, and of her 
aunt Freda. She was born one of the Treasures from 
Gippsland, and inherited a small herd of cattle and a 
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piece of land, just as Freda did, and as will happen 
for her own children. She is running 250 Hereford 
breeders and bulls on her own, with the help of 
daughter Lyric (15) and son Luke (13). She also 
breeds, breaks in and sells Australian Stockhorses. 
She works her stock in the MCAV tradition, pulling 
calves during difficult births, taking cattle to the 
Dargo High Plains in early summer, bringing them 
down again in autumn before the first snowfall. 

She says there is ' always a male/female ro le­
' it's hard to break out of it, but in the country, a 
woman can be more accepted if they can do the job 
well ' - their peers accept and respect it regardless 
of age, sex or origins. This seems to have been a 
prevalent part of the MCAV's tradition - Sue Silvers 
says the MCAV Council is just the same; hardened 
old cattlemen will listen to women and youngsters 
for new ideas and perspectives. 

Even the o ld job of 'farmer's wife' now 
involves a great deal more than just cooking, cleaning 
and raising the kids. It's a full-time support job, and 
usually involves working on the farm for long, unpaid 
hours. Women like Mary Treasure (married to Doug, 
who is Christa 's brother) have to know what's going 
on around the farm in case of emergencies - ljke the 
time Doug and his older sons were away on another 
property, and the house and yard water-supply pipe 
was severed by a worker ploughing a neighbouring 
property at 8 .30 pm - if Mary hadn't known where 
to find and dig down to turn off a connection, 
precious water would have drained away. 

It's little things like that which prove what 
Mary says - that flexibility is an enormo us ly 
important part of Uving on a farm, with problems 
such as feeding a shifting farm populatfon, budgeting 
around a once-yearly cheque from cattle sales (as 
most of the MCAV families have to do), finding 
chiJd-care in rural areas (you usua lly have to depend 
on a fam ily member or friend), and re-arranging 
social engagements which 'go out the window if 
you'restill out pulling calves!' Mary juggles raising 
her two young ones (9 and 11 years) with helping 
on the farm, bookwork (such as tax and Workcare), 
and Landcare and Rural Woman gatherings. 

Leanne Blair and her husband Max have two 
farms at Bowmans Forest, north-eastern Victoria. 
Leanne grew up in M e lbourne, moving to 
Beechworth when she was 11, where she learned to 
ride. This early riding experience helped great I y when 
she married Max in 1976, and went on her first cattle 
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muster in the mountains shortly after. She had no 
experience with cattle, didn ·1 know how to use a 
whip or work the cattle dogs, and says it was 
'freezing but a great experience!· Now she does the 
farm bookwork, helps with the general farm-work, 
including mustering, calf-marking, raises her four 
children (who range from 18 to 9 years), and docs 
school voluntary work. She is also doing up their 
old Federation style farmhouse, and spends some 
amount of time on the lawns - what used to take a 
day with a manual mower is now 'only· two hours 
on the ride-on mower! 

The usual jobs such as running the kids to 

school or doing the shopping, which are so routine 
in more populated areas, become matters that take 
hours in the country, with a run into town often being 
saved up until there are enough errands to run to 
make the trip worthwhile- especially with fuel prices 
often being as much as ten cents higher per litre in 
the rural areas. It is something that Leanne and the 
others learn to put up with, along with the added 
difficulties of working with livestock. Often the 
annual MCAV Get Together (usually held in January) 
is the only holiday the cattlemen get - several days 
of races, tests of cattlemen skills (such as cracking a 
whip, or packing a pack-horse in the old ways still 

used today), and general partying - a chance Lo see 
old friends, discuss the coming muster and just relax 
for a while. Otherwise life goes on as usual - a seven­
day-a-week job. Sue Ryder believes the women in 
the MCAV do the job because ifs there to be done -
they don't sec anything special in it. 

Sue Silvers, who as secretary works as hard 
as anyone on the land, says the MCAV is the most 
equal bunch of people she has ever seen or worked 
with. ·It's hard and dangerous work being a 
cattleman - you have to prove you can do it, you "re 
expected to continue. and you won't be sent to the 
kitchen afterwards - probably invited to the bar for 
a drink instead!' The only restriction placed on 
women is the natural one - their build and strength. 
Although their roles in the MCAV have changed 
from the early view of 'farmer's wives· to that of 
equal partners, there has always been that innate 
respect for women in the Association, no matter 
what they do. Mary Goldsworthy was accepted as 
president with no fuss or bother, and applauded for 
the job she is doing. The MCAV. although its unity 
is based solidly on keeping old traditions, is moving 
into the future, with its views of equality based on 
merit. not what sex or age you might be, or where 
you came from. 

SNOWY RANGE HORSEBACK TOURS 
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Kevin Higgins, one of a long line of Mountain Cattlemen, and his staff, 
can take JOU to places including . . • 

WOOD'S POINT 

WONNANGATTA 

TARLI KARNG 

MOUNT HOWITT 

BOGONG PLAINS 

Phone (051) 48 2268 
or write Cl- 7 Allman St., Heyfield 

WE HAVE OUR OWN HIGH COUNTRY ACCOMMODATION ON 
THE LAND OUR FAMILY HAS HELD FOR OVER 130 YEARS. 
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MUSTERING IN THE SNOW 

They were preparing for the muster, stockmen gathered round, 
With their hardy horses, to bring the cattle down. 
Suddenly the grey sky burst open, the wind began to blow. 
Rain came down in torrents, then a fall of snow. 

There was snow like they'd never seen before, 
Three thousand bead could perish, or perhaps even more. 
So they selected the best stock horses, the ones that knew the run. 
The goin 'd be mighty tough and there'd be no time for fun. 
They headed up the mountains to where the blizzards blow, 
The horses scrambled belly deep in. freshly fallen snow. 

There was Fletcher fighting for the ridge, Wally Ryder too, 
Eric Weston on the top, Ben Cooper nearly through. 
When suddenly a voice rang out across the mountain air: 
'Two horses down to perish, they're owned by Rossy Blair.' 
At last they reach the top of the plain, 
And what a sight to see! 
Cobungra river completely covered, there was snow oo every tree. 

The cattle quickly came to the call, calves right by their side. 
Dogs worked as they'd never worked before, to force them off the Divide. 
And down the slopes the stock horses slip and slide, 
Hear the pack horse scramble, as be fights to save his hide. 

The going was better on the way back, 
The cattle in front had hardened the track, 
And at last there came a ray of light, 
The stockmen turned the mob and headed down to Bright. 

But round the camps in years to come 
They ' ll tell tales of where the cattle go, 
And the one that'll never be forgotten, 
Is that muster in the snow. 

Voice of the Mountains No. 19 

Don Kneebone 
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CRITTER 

It was there he rode 
Amongst the Woollibut and Gums 
Over rocks, creeks and wombat holes 
With the Brumbies on the run 
Across bogholes and undergrowth 
Out onto the plains 
Up and down the rough terrain 
In the Great Dividing Range 

T'was there he caught the wild ones 
For the big Rodeo Show 
That they hold every Easter 
In the Alps at Omeo 
And Bill could bold bis own 
With the strong and the bitter 
That's how be got his nickname 
Just called the old Critter. 

He'd never, ever give in 
If pelted from a horse 
Straight back into the crush 
He'd ride it in due course 
And the scars that he wore 
Had a story of their own 
He'd been gored by Bulls and Scrubbers 
Whilst working all alone. 

The word passed round the district 
That mid October day 
It was just around breakfast time 
Bill Faithfull passed away 
T'was the Boss from up above 
Said, Billy you must go 
But you'll always be remembered 
As the Man from Omeo. 

There' ll be talk around for ages 
Of things Old Critter done 
Around the Rodeos and Stockyard 
Also the shearing runs 
But the locals won't forget him 
As the setting sun goes down 
He was part of the heritage 
In that Alpine town. 
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Yes, there was Harry Dale the Drover, 
And tales of Saltbusb Bill 
The Man from Snowy River 
Which is just across the hill 
Lance Skuthorpe the Showman 
or the famed rodeo 
And now Bill FaithfuJI 
The Mao from Omeo. 

Bill (Criller) Faithful/ worked for Cobungra Station 11re11 Delatite 
Station and Howquada/e before rewm i11g to Omeo. This poem 
was recorded as a song by Fronk Sargent and won the first 
HerituKe Award in the Tasmo11io11 Country Award:,. 

Johnny Faith.fu ll 
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From the Archives 

This year Voice of 1he Mountains continues to bring you articles from the Arch ives, clippings 
from old magazines and newspapers that have been cared for by various MCAV members. 

We are interested in obla ining photocopies of any articles thal families have stashed away in 
boxes or between books at home. Copies should be sent to us at P.O. Box 86, Bairnsdale, 3875. 

WEEK-END MAGAZINE 
11111111111111111111111111ii11111111111111111111111 JI I I I I I I 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

THE MAN FROM 
OMEO -The Sun, Saturd•y, May 31, l 969 

CHARACTER and animation in the fou r 
faces of Bill Faithful!, the brumby hunter 

from Omeo. 
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THEY call him the 
0 I d Critter and as he 
sways along on his pie­
bald pony you know he 
is a man of the bush. 

H is face is long and 
lean, and the battered felt 
bat that rcsb on his head 
is like an au ning that has 
sagged at the edges u nder 
the weather's ravages. 

Blur eyr~. rlnllt>d by lines. nre 
deeply oet atop \\hl~kerc<l 
checks, n rml 01 11no"" y ha tr 
falls Oil to hllTO\\l'd brow. 

He wears nn E.'<S<"ndon foot­
ball Jumper - ··1 don't care 
whnl leRm ll Is .c.o long as It 
ltet:P6 me 11-arm"' - under an old 
IJTCV Jacket, and he ha..~ denim 
paril5 and lentlwr boots that be:U­
U\I' marks ol hard nding. 

Re rolls d~nrett<'l! "ith gnarl­
ed hands and >On might find 
him drinking brer by n lo~ file 
at an Omro pub, hi~ two black 
dQCI> alwny' close at hnnd. 

Anrl hl, name Ill Bill f·allhfull, 
a man with a 8PCCi:.\I skill -
catching wild bush horses. 

"Some !olkll piny Ll'nnls. some 
'play bowls, other rrickl't and 
there's !iOmr lhnt plnr football. 
I catch brum\>l('S,' lie cai.ually 
explains. 

And once ngain he will soon 
be riding out or Omto. where 
be v.:as born and "here he lives, 
to round up the horst?r. lhat h:w1> 
""""'' •hhcll \lu\\u from the 
mountain tops by the mo"'· 

He m:ly get as little l\S $20 !or 
a brumby, 

But he'!'i b<'l'll doing it most 
of hi:. life - nnd lt'i. not easy 
work. 

Cl111rghui 11wough the Bowen 
Mounluin.~. acro.'>5 the creeks 
that form the brnd or the Mur­
ray, along the bordt!1· tralli. in 

north-eastern Victoria, Uuough 
:.c:1 ub and gurus and under­
gro\\ th, O\ t'r Joss :\Jld wombat 
holl'li and rocks •.• he can ride 
the lot without a tall 

Tbe tjlfhl ot .1 molJ of brumbies 
-the) \l..'-Uilll\ lhc In i:roup~ or 
rour or lhe-b the higoal to 
«he cb••e. 

It"s all hard t:toin~ trying to 
stick closl' to l he ta.Us of tne 
\'.lid Ollt'S, w. tsUng and turning 
\\Ith their C\' :l.'>l\'I' dtt.,h , watch­
ing them carr1·r U\\8Y d0\\11 the 
~lopes. O\'Crhauhng tlmn on the 
clln1bs. 

When hr's nol rhtu>lng. hr's 
trapping. 111 timber jw~ bulll on 
lh<' \>IL'h hOl'b!? Ll'lll s. 

The b.tll Is Mil bl'cau<c the 
mountain ho,..,h cannot Ket 
cnoui:h or II, anti once in the 
pcns tbf')' trip lbc ropes that 
cto..e lhc Kalts. 

•·But \'OU i;llll hu·e to v.-alk In 
to thC'm pens nnd rope ·em," 
:,:ws Bill. 

;.You put the rope o\er the 
first and the others i.tart 
c1rclh11t. 'fhC'Y g<'t closer and 
elo.'lcr and llrann help the man 
who mAkes a sudden mO\ement, 

.. They'll trample him." 
The hot"S<'S lhnt roam the hills 

cnme from the stock that stray­
<'U or were tumcd out b:; the 
goldmlners n hundred years ago. 

There o.rc not greal. m1mbers 
ot thcm-nlld people like Bill 
are loath~ome of those who round 
them up to $1.aughler for peL 
food. 

"Too many people IA>day are 
out to d~slroy It, to kill Off the 
critter thAt has always done all 
man c\·cr ~'ked of II . thnl opened 
up t 111$ country before Vie had 
Vt'hklr~ ... he MYS. 

••f lo\'e hOl"$e$." 
Tt"s not h:ir<l to see that he 

dO<'s. Alld one i:uessei; that It is 
not only Ion bul 1 ei.pect. deep 
and real 

And as fol' the "lid horst>S 
thrmsl'lvrti. the reeling iS pl'o\>­
nbly mutual. 

19 



20 

By AXEL OLSEN 
High in the Victorian Alps. 

along the Bogong High Pfoin, 
hundreds of beef cottle gro:ze 
all through summer. On this 
fertile plateau, 6,000ft above 
sea-level, there is rich 9ross­
lond, watered by hundreds of 
springs from the winter snow. 

Cottle ore driven from the 
Kicwa and Ovens volleys at the 
beginning of spring, and fol' 
the next six months roam the 
plain and the valleys around it. 

But with approach of winter, 
when the country is covered 
with snow, the cattle have to 
be token to the lowlands. 

S Th Au•trololton POST. /\p<1I :!4 19'16 

It is o tricky and arduous job 
to muster 2,000 heod of cattle 
thot might hove wondered 
anywhere o•er 200 squa re 
miles of wild, thicklv timbered 
country It calls fol' expert 
hor .. cmonship, good knowJedgc 
of the country, and plenty of 
hard work. 
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V.ILLl' HICKS. SYD J;YOU!, ANO 

T" r t'OlhbY 1ror.ir d 
~ r,;• "'lit ILrh PLlu Ill D 

rl t p1rcll'll"UJ ml· 
k• )~ c ·~• nd \l.'oUI ,:n11rl~ ilnO'-' 
urn am~ thick ·r di lll•d 

:<' bouldfllJ 
IMlllC II horn· OV•·r liUrh 

r111:gNI c011ntry \l<ht'rc u 111111 
cc•uld m<'OJI r.cnous Injury, or 
•vt•n <lMllh, b rxln•mt>l)' hll'I:• 

nrdous, but calUr•mcn v.h<> llr<' 
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ALT - CALL THE CATTLEMEN 

HORSEMANSHIP 

AND SH£Q 

SALT HUNGRY HEREFORD MENACINGLY PAWS TH£ (;170UNO 

& The /"nhuln11an POST, A1 194 
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. "" ·" ·, t --... • . ..,, tiY':. ~ • ,. 
J.~ilt~~~~.,,,.. .. 

ROSS BLAIR. SON OF fRANK BLAIR Of BRIGHT 
IUH GRAZING CATTLE ON THE PLATEAU FOR 

CATTLE. AFTCR COMIMG DOWN FROM THE HILLS MOVl I"' 
LONG, ~ow PROCESSION ACROSS THE SRO"D PLAHAU 
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I 0 l ~ Auat,.los a" PO!.T 
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Ten years ago, on 19 January 1986 a group of cattlemen travelled to Mount 
Hotham to unveil a memorial plaque to Bernie Lawler who had died three 
year~ earlier. Te!>limony to the respect in which Bernie Lawler was held was 
e' idenced by the number of senior cattlemen in attendance on the uay. 

Thi'> group photograph is now a valuable part of our archives. 

Left to right: Bill Jlicks. Wally Ryder. Kelvin Bush. Don Kneebone. John Hall. Jack Keating, 
Eric Weston. Lyle McCready. Max Blair (back). Jim Commins (front). Harry I-locking, 

Harry Ryder (back). Ro!>s Blair (front), and John Calouta~. 

Interested in Gippsland History? 
Kapana Press offers a range of local 

books and journals, including 
Gippslatid Heritage Jour11al, 

for you to enjoy. 
Send a stamped self addressed envelope 

for details to 
Kapana Press, Box 86, Bairnsdale 3875. 

\hire llj the \lu1111t11111' No. /<} 
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The Golden Valley 

The billy can jingles as we round the mountain bend, 
Tired after hours of dirt tracks with no end. 
The clearing of the welcome valley floor 
Whets the appetite in anticipation of sometbing more. 

The yellow St John 's Wort sways in the breeze, 
In most places higher than one's knees. 
The briskly flowing river tumbles over rounded stones. 
The small cemetery home to the pioneers' bones. 

The hut near the homestead ruins, scattered with time; 
Sparsely furnished, covered in dirt and grime, 
Shows evidence of modem adventurers, women and men 
Lost in a place where time stands still, now and then. 

Thoughts of lonely women, waiting by the creek; 
Waiting for their men to ride over the mountain peak 
Come to mind when watching the birds, trees and sky, 
Involuntarily I sigh, as they must have in years gone by. 

Loneliness and isolation were a way of life, 
One that was accepted by many a wife. 
Marriage involved more than taking a husband's hand, 
It meant learning to live and love in an uninhabited land. 

Grief was common as children were laid to rest, 
The same fate even befell an old and welcome guest. 
Some died young, some died old, fraiJ and bent, 
StilJ, the family accepted the trials that they were scnl. 
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Life was not all sad, hard and low. 
Children had clear mountain air in which to grow. 
The open valley was ideal to hold a race, 
Laughter lines were common on many a rosy face. 

Cattle in sheltered paddocks grew fat. 
Faithful work dogs asleep on a worn door-mat. 
Jn summer, everyone swimming in the lagoon, 
Oblivious to the heat of the late afternoon. 

Today we use four-wheel-drives in which to roam, 
Over the mountains, blue in the distance from home. 
It still takes hours of driving under clear mountain skjes 
Down many a gully, up many a rise. 

A strong stomach is still needed for the ride, 
A clear map is a welcome friend by your side, 
The view from the summit of each hill, 
Although much the same, still gives me a thrill. 

AJong the bush track, on each side covered by fem, 
Are many wonders of nature, so much to learn. 
Siuing at the campsite, thoughts made crystal clear, 
l wonder how one could not be happy up here. 

The setting sun ends another day of peace and glory, 
Unfolding more of the Wonnangatta story, 
A story of lives and days that are olden, 
But where the valley still remains golden. 

Lisa Bennett 
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THE MOUNTAIN CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION 
SINCERELY THANKS MAZDA AUSTRALIA FOR ITS SUPPORT 

AND FOR THE SUPPLY OF VEHICLES AT THE GET TOGETHERS. 

l-Oict• of tire Mou111ai11.~ No. 19 

When it's not the 
Packhorse, Mountain 

Cattlemen use the 
Mazda Workhorse! 
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EVER THOUGHT ABOUT BUYING YOUR YEARLY 
PRESENTS FROM THE MCAV SHOP? 

WHY NOT USE THE MAIL ORDER FORM DURING THE YEAR. 
ARTICLE PRICE POS T SUB-TOTAL 

*NE W* Jeans by Wa ist, (e.g. 33/84) $55.00 $4.00 ) 
Windcheaters 

Adult S izes - S, M, L , XL $29.00 $4.00 ( ) 
*NEW Colours - Burgundy, Navy, Royal Blue, Black, 

COLOURS* Merle Grey, Gunmetal Grey, Bottle Green, Tea l Green 
Children Sizes - Fu ll range from 2 to 14 $18.00 $4.00 ( ) 

Colours - As fo r Adu lt windcheaters 
T-Shirts 

Adu lt S izes - S, M, L , XL $15.00 $4.00 ( ) 
*NEW Colours - Burgundy, Navy, Royal Blue. Black, 
COLOURS* Merle Grey, Gunmetal Grey, Bottle Green, Tea l Green 

Children Sizes - Full range from 2 to 14 $12.50 $4.00 ( ) 
Colours - As fo r Adult T -shi rts 

Polo Shirts Adu lts - Sizes S, M, L, XL 
Colours - White and Black (Green logo) $25.00 $4.00 ( ) 
Up to two grnments can be mailed together for the same cost. 

Enamel Mugs with Logo $ 5.00 $4.00 ( ) 

Plast ic Mugs with Logo $ 5.00 $4.00 ( ) 

Stubby Holders $ 6.00 $4.00 ( ) 

*NEW* Spoons (Alpine Grazing) $ 5.00 $4.00 ( ) 

*NEW* Pocket knife $ 6.50 $ ] .50 ( ) 

*NEW* Pens with Logo $ 1.75 $1.50 ( ) 

*NEW* Rulers with Logo $ 1.50 $1.50 ( ) 

Fridge Magnets $ 1.00 $1.50 ( ) 

*NEW* Lighters $ 1.75 $1.50 ( ) 

Key Rings $ 2.50 $1.50 ( ) 

Hat Badges (a) ' I Support the Mountain Cattlemen' $ 5.00 $1.50 ( ) 
(b) High Country - Australia $ 5.00 $1.50 ( ) 

*NEW* (c) ' Alpine Grazing Reduces Blaz ing ' $ 5.00 $1.50 ( ) 

Stickers $ 1.00 $1.50 ( ) 

TOTAL 
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PLEASE SEND ORDER TO: 

Name: ....... ..................................................... ..................... . 
Address: .. .. ......................................................................... . 

Phone: ........................... . 

Do you require an Application Form for A ssociate Membership of the Mountain Cattlemen ·s 
Association of Victoria? YES I NO 

TO PLACE YOUR ORDER SIMPLY: 
Write quantity (and colour, where relevant) next to sub-total column. 
Add relevant post charge, and fill in appropriate amount in sub-total col umn . 
Add up sub-total column to arrive at total charge. 
Fill in where marked at the bottom of the sub-total column and mail your 
order to: 

Mountain Cattlemen 's Association of Victoria (Marketing) 
P.O. Box 699 
KYNETON Vic. 3444 

All garments are Made in Australia from local materials and labour! ! 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • •• •• • • And don't miss out on ....... •. 
• • • • • • The Annual Bush Dance • •• 

• • : Centenary Hall •. • • 
: Royal Melbourne Showgrounds : • • : 23 March 1996 : 
• • •. B.Y.O.G., meal supplied : 
• • •. $20 Adults • • 

•. • • $10 Under 16 • .• 
• • • • Under 5 Free • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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LOVICK'S 
Mountain Trail 

Safaris 

' •Dl:iil'...lruL.t' 
A scene from Lovick's mountain cattle round up where guests participate in this annual event. 

We Ride The Great Divide 
Throughout the summer months, 8-day tours leave Merrijig, travel up the 
Howqua River, beyond Mt. Buller to the mountains of the Great Divide and on 
to the High Plains of Mt. Howitt and Snowy to some of the most beautiful and 
inaccessible parts of Victoria's High Country - areas that cannot be visited 
except on horseback or on foot. Shoner tours also available. 

The Safari is serviced by four wheel drives that meet up with the riders in camp 
each night and are licenced LO carry passengers. 

All fresh food carried under refrigeration. 

The Lovicks will make sure you have the holiday of your life in the mountains. 

Write . .. Jack Lovick, Merrijig or Phone (057) 77 5510 
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Tribute to Alan Bennie 

He was my favouri te bushman, 
He lived there all alone, 
And he made you feel so welcome 
Any time you wandered in. 
You would not even dare to leave, 
Until you' d had your fi ll 
Ofboilinggum leaf billy tea 
And open fired baked scones. 

But brumby running was our game, 
The mob Alan Bennie knew so well 
He could lead you right out to them 
As though he knew just where they'd be. 
And then he 'd set us on them 
And say 'You boys ride hard now 
Get as many as you can 
'Cause I' ll be waiting at the clearing 
To lead those brumbies in.' 

Now Alan left his much-loved bush, 
And ventured down the King 
To spend hjs last few years alive 
In Wangaratta town. 
He lived it up, he ate the best, 
Steak, turkey, lamb, to mention a few, 
For out where he was from 
It was bunny or kangaroo. 

The Weekly Times heard of this bushman 
Who'd come to Wangaratta town, 
And thought it worth a story 
So they hunted Alan down. 
He'd had a rum or two that day, 
Before the reporter came 
And so he told his stories, 
Which stretched longer, as they say. 
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He to ld him many stories, 
Of the bunnies that he'd skun, 
And the cattle that he'd sold, 
And the brumbies that he' d run, 
And the mjlJions that he 'd made, 
Up on the Cobbler Run. 

And so his stories went to print, 
These tales that he had told, 
And a tax man read of this man 
Who 'd made his fortune bold, 
Along the jagged ridges 
Up on the Cobbler Run. 
But when he checked the files, 
Taxes there were none. 

And so they set the hounds upon him, 
They frightened him to death 
For he had no need of taxes 
Out where he belonged. 
He'd lived a simple bushman 's life 
No bridge, no tar, no paint, 
No need for all the mod cons, 
To spoil his bridle track. 

So Mister Alan Bennie, 
This poem is fo r you, 
You made your mark upon me, 
With your billy tea and view. 
And I know right where you're wajting, 
At the clearing on the hill, 
And I think I hear the hoofbeats, 
As you lead the brumbies sti ll. 

Bernie Evans 
Finley 

Bernie wrote this poem, and performed it in the 1995 Don 
K11eebo11e Heritage Awards, in memory of Alan Bennie of Rose 
River. 

31 



The Early Years 
To a stranger in a remote country town 
The bar (or eve n the lounge) at 1he comer pub 
Is the perfect place to throw a few down 
And get a feel for the local rub. 

Seated on a stool in the dark, cool bar 
Relaxing from 1he road's hard lines 
Much can be learnt about places near and far 
By anyone who's so inclined. 

Such a yarn we had one hot day 
With Ivan Elliot, an old-time cattleman and trapper 
Now living down Briagolong way, 
Who was one of the last to live al Wonnangatta. 

' Jt was in the 20s when jobs were few and going down 
The Great Depression put me out of work that matlered, 
So in early ·291 left behind old Melbourne town 
To join Dad and Keith in far flung Wonnangalla. 

But I had to cam money for myself 
As the family's wage couldn't keep me paid. 
There was cash to be had for good rabbit pelts -
Each Akubra hat took about sixty to be made. 
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Six hundred a week was what I got, 
Though they bred too fast to put a dint in their side 
But they'd eat us out so 1 gave it my best shot, 
And soon had enough to buy a saddle to ride. 

With steady packhorse, traps and gun 
Twenty miles a day 1hrough the flats I pushed 
And whilst you city folk migh1 not call it fun, 
1 used to love roaming through the Bush. 

The winters were fairly cold and quiet -
The snow out on top kept us well apart. 
But even the summer visitors were a deligh1 -
We even had a hiker come m for a star1. 

He camped with us for a bit, 
And after he hiked out as planned 
I le sent us a crystal radio set 
That picked up news from across the land . 

Before !hose days the only news we saw 
Came with our summer visitors overland 
Or when we trekked to the Talbotville Store 
And brought back every paper A1ber1 had on hand! 
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Regular visitors were the cattlemen of Bennison -
Mick and Jack I liggins, and Jack and Jim Kelly 
Who'd come down after the big muster was on 
And swap a few yarns and rums on a full belly. 

Jack Bryce also came for a few months each summer. 
He talked long of the old times out on the track. 
I le came here last century as a baby with his mother -
He always used to love lo come back. 

But the rt·motcness we loved did not always yield -
An outbreak of blackleg sent our stock down 
Before Keith could make the eighty miles to Mansfield 
And return with the injections from the town. 

But we sure didn't fault him for being late -
He did the whole trip in two days straight. 

Twelve years ago I went back for a visit -
Fences Jay flat and four by fours bogged the tracks. 
It ·s plain stupid to say horses and cattle did it -
Seems to me the new owners ought to be sacked. 
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But despite the changes to what we used to know 
The true heart of the land will not fade away; 
The area is still a magnet that will never let go 
Drawing you back to the High Country, Mountains 

and Valley.' 

That's how Ivan told us of the early years of his life, 
But there's a final chapter of which he didn't spcak­
He and Keith returned to the valley again in '93. 
And now at the old Homestead. in the river and creek 
ls where they' 11 for ever more be. 

1"11 now finish Ivan's story in the best way I know how -
I raise my glass to the folks of Wonnangatta -

then and now 

Sue Beeton 
Based on fran '.5 writill}I.\. as held b> 

his d<11tRhter, Val Makepeace. 
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Alan James 'Jim' Treasure 
A south westerly blustered its hint of rain as 

the horses and riders crossed the Wuk Wuk bridge 
and started their climb towards Lindenow South. 
The line strung out behind an elegant dray, walking 
slow. at an old drover's pace. Darga 's hills glowed 
blue in the background and, each side of the road, 
the paddocks were dotted with I lereford cattle. lt 
was a sight Jim Treasure would have loved, all who 
knew him agreed. 

'He never was much impressed by the motor 
car', said a mate, Vince Phelan, at the graveside. 
'Reckoned cars made it hard for people to get to 
know one aad other on the road.· The large crowd 
that had gathered to bid him farewell attested to a 
long and friendly trail in his 85 years. 

Born 19 March 1910 at Bright, Jim was the 
third of four brothers and a sister to one of the first 
grazicr families on the Dargo High Plains. His 
grandfather, George Emanuel had arrived from 
England in 1878, and his father llarry Lewis and 
mother Clare were already established in the high 
country. 

On horseback since the age of three, Jim had 
been raised to a life of ·pack horses and 12 hour 
rides'. said his younger brother, Jack. 'Catching, 
packing and then running a team of a dozen horses 
for a 30 mile trip to the homestead was a normal 
occurrence for us children'. After a year al Wesley 
College in Melbourne, Jim returned ro work the 
family properties in the high country and around 
Glenaladale. 

In 1939 he married Nancy Morison, raising 
five children (Alan, Doug, Bruce, Christa and 
Rhonda) at their home overlooking the Mitchell 
River, 'Fairfield'. 

A practical cattleman, Jim was an active 
member of many agricultural clubs and societies, 
including the Vermin and Noxious Weeds 
Destruction Board. His voice was one of the 
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strongest when lobbying for Myxomatosis to be 
released in the 1950s. He was a founding member 
of the MC AV and the Gippsland Hereford Breeders· 
Group and won the Victorian Commercial Beef Htrd 
of the year for his work. 

But it was the peace and beauty of the high 
country which was always Jim's main inspiration. 
·Droving cattle, he got to know every bend in the 
road between Bairnsdalc and Bright', said Doug. 
Ile was ·never happier than taking a mob up the 
road above Dargo.' 

On 20 March 1995 he died peacefully at his 
home. Jim's travels finally came to an end on 24 
March when his coffin, made of woolybutt, topped 
with a garland of everlasting daisies, was drawn to 
the Coongulmerang cemetery at Lindenow South. 
There he was buried next to his wife Nancy. 'It's 
not the end of an era,' said Doug, ·he knows we'll 
carry on the job.' 

/0111 Henderson 
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CJ. 'Creamy' Pendergast 
Charles John (Creamy) Pendergast of 

Benambra passed away on his 80th birthday on 
10 January 1995. Very much a local legend, he was 
held in high esteem as a cattleman and one of the 
Omco/Benambra district's leading breeders. Known 
to most by his nickname 'Creamy·, he was a 
descendant of the Pendergast family who settled in 
the Monaco district, and a third generation 
descendant of one of the three pioneer Pendergast 
brothers who settled at Omeo Plains in 1835. Creamy 
lived all his life on the family property known as 
·Kimberley Park·, in the original home built by his 
grandfather, James Pendergast. Matilda, his 
grandmother and the wife of James, was the first 
white woman to settle al Omeo Plains. 

During Creamy's early life, while involved in 
the family fanning business, one of the jobs they 
undertook was to provide meat to road workers on 
the Spotted Bull - Limestone Road and to mine 
workers at the tin mmc. One beast and thirty sheep 
were slaughtered weekly on the family farm and 
delivered by horse and buggy to the workers. 

Creamy was a legendary cattleman, well 
known for his know ledge of Hereford cattle and for 
the breeding and quality of his own stock. Buyers 
paid top prices for his calves at the local autumn 
weaner sales. where for many years he drafted calves. 
He received top price for his heifers and steers on 
many occasions and his Hereford heifers still hold 
the record price fo r Benambra. Auctioneers and 
agents often sought his advice on the sales before 
giving their market report, and many farmers would 
ask Creamy to pick their bulls at sales. 

Creamy loved the mountains and camping in 
the bush while looking after his cattle on his property. 
Sheep were also an important part of his life, and he 
was known for the quality of his wool, which drew 
top prices. As a young fellow he went to Melbourne 
to learn wool classing, and carried out this task on 
the family farm for several years until he took up 
shearing, which he did for many years in local sheds. 

Creamy gave 15 years' service to Omco Shire 
as a councillor, and active support to most local 
committees and clubs in the Benambra district. He 
was a life member of the Omeo and District Racing 
Club. At their 1995 picnic race meeting on Labour 
Day weekend, the main race was run as the 'C.J. 
Pendergast Memorial Cup' in his honour. In his 
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younger days Creamy enjoyed playing football for 
Benambra and liked a game of tennis, and dancing. 

In 1942 Creamy married Noel Hollands, and 
they raised a family of three sons, Ray, Max and 
Kelvin, and two daughters, Pauline (Mrs Connley) 
and Noeleen (Mrs Smith). 

Creamy Pendergast was buried at Bcnambra 
while the J 995 MCAV Get Together was taking 
place. As a mark of respect there, and at the VPC/ 
PL&P weaner calf sale, those present observed two 
minutes' silence. He took with him his bluey coat, 
his hat and his stock whip, which were always a part 
of him. His knowledge and expertise will be sadly 
missed by many. 

Michael 'Doc' Connley 
Michael Jam es ·Doc' Connie y ( 1971-1995), a 

son of Graham ('Rusty') and Pauline Connley, and 
grandson of Creamy Pendergast, died on 3 July 1995 
as a result of an accident when he was flying an ultra­
light plane. Doc loved planes and growing plants, 
and his memory will live on. not only in the hearts 
of those who knew him. but also in the many native 
trees that he planted on the Connley family fam1. 
Our sympathy goes to Rusty, Pauline and Wayne. 
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Don Kneebone Mountain Heritage Award 
The third annuaJ Don Kncebone Mountain 

Heritage Award saw a new category in 1995, the 
Bush Laureate Award, for a work written, but not 
performed. The inauguraJ MCAV Bush Laureate was 
Mrs Vera Fitzgerald of Omeo. with her poem ·John 
and Barry Ride Again ' . The Bush Laureate award is 
judged by a panel of ten independent judges 
represenlaLive of the Association. Mrs Fitzgerald 's 
work was the most popular of those submitted for 
judging. 

The Don Kneebone Heritage Award was 
instituted in memory of bush poet Don Kneebonc, 
to encourage amateur performance of yarns and 
verse, and takes place each year at the GetTogether. 
Jn 1995 a preliminary round took place ·somewhere 
down the hill under the shade of a couple of trees' . 
The usual, and much appreciated regulars took part, 
as well as a promising crop of new poets and yarn 
spinners. Finalists were Jan Hobbs, Bob (Beware of 
the Ladder Snake) Healey, Sue Beeton, Rohan 
Chamberlain (who very much wanted it to rain) and 
Bernie Evans (who paid tribute to Alan Bennie). 
Mick Walsh, veteran yarn spinner, also progressed 
to the final performance. Alan Brewer and Noel 
Cutler, as previous winners of the Don Kneebone 
Award, and therefore ineligible, competed in the 
Bush Minstrel Award. 
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For the firsl time this year Alan Brewer 
donated an Encouragement Award. 

The finals took place, in the Don Knecbone 
and MCAV way, on Lhe back of a truck, and before 
a large and appreciative crowd. Final results, 
announced by Mary Goldsworthy, were: 

Don Kneebone Mountain Heritage Award 
Sue Beeton 

MCAV Bush Mimtrel 
Noel Cutler 

Alan Brewer's Encouragement Award 
Paul Treasure 

MCA V Bush Laureate 
Mrs Vera Fitzgerald 

Entries in the 1997 Bush Laureate Award, for 
written work, are now being accepted. They should 
be forwarded direct to Voice of the Mountains. 

Footnote: In the report on Lhe 1994 Get Together, 
Mrs Margaret Goldsworthy. who competed in the Don 
Kneebone Award, was incorrectly referred lo as Mary 
Goldsworthy. We apologise most sincerely to Mrs 
Margaret Goldsworthy for this error. Staff of Voice are 
at a loss to explain bow lhcy allowed thjs lo happen, as 
they have a very clear recollection of her excellent 
contribution to the Award. 
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John and Barry Ride Again 
Vera Fitzgerald 

'We'll saddle up and ride, to where cool breezes call. 
Where mountain streams are flowing, and lo the valley·s fall 
With pasture lush and good, as o'er the spurs we gaze 
Where cattle have their freedom, and like lo roam and graze. 

Bristling at early dawn, as mist clears from the homestead, 
Barking dogs stir the cattle; there's about a hundred head, 
But linger not - there's miles to go before the end of day 
So with a ·Push 'em on' to the dogs, we move them on their way. 

Over 'Wattle Top' we go, then towards the Blue Duck ride 
Splashing through the Cobungra River, then along a track the other side -
lb a welcome stay at 'The Joker', where cattle have hay to graze 
While we light a fire before sundown, and eat around its blaze. 

Mounting our horses at daybreak, we move along the trail 
That heads to the Six Mile Track, above the 'Shannon Yale' 
With a crack from our whips. they make their uphill way 
Beneath the shade of trees, in the coolest part of the day. 

So eager arc they to go, and with the plains almost in view 
They'd left behind paddocks, where feed was scarce. they knew, 
With the breath of the mountain air reaching them in the cooling breeze 
They know their climb is at an end, at the sight of the snow gum trees. 

Crossing the park behind the hut, they really make a stir 
To reach the cultivation below the 'Hollands Spur", 
And here they graze until mustered once again 
Before winter brings snow, and harshness to the plain. 

As we ride across the spurs, towards our lease now in view, 
So loved by Harry, Darcy, father Jack and Brenny too, 
We could almost imagine them riding across there again -
As our cracking whips echoed, in the wind across the plain. 
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DISCOVER THE TREASURES 
OF THE HIGH COUNTRY 

CATTLE SAL TING WEEKENDS 

HIGH PLAINS DROVING 

For more than 115 years, the Treasure family have run cattle on the 
Dargo High Plains and they now invite you to join them on one of their 

droving expeditions or cattle salting weekends. 
Each summer, their Hereford cattle start a 150 kilometre trek, 

the longest cattle drive in Victoria, following the old stock routes, 
to the high plains. You can be part of this annual trek to the high country 

and recapture the spirit that bas remained a traditional way of life 
over generations of mountain cattlemen to the present day. 

For a brochure and full details contact Ben and John Treasure, 
High Plains Droving, C/- Homelands, RMB 2027, Stratford, Vic. 3862 

Phone(051)456055 
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1995 Get Together 
Mountain Bay, Eildon 

If th ere is one thing a bushm<ln (and a 
bushwoman and a bush kid, and even a bush dog) 
appreciates, it is shady trees in January. The 1995 
Get Together at Mountain Bay. organised by the 
mall but very dedicated group from the Mansfield 

Branch had shady trees aplenty, especially in the main 
activity area. plus wonderful views, good campsites, 
congenial company and cold beer. It was great to 
have so much water at the site, even if the rather 
low level of the weir made it a sometimes squelchy 
sensation. (And if anyone has found the Secretary's 
soap floating by. she would appreciate its return as 
ii has sent imental value.) Overa ll , however, it was a 
Wonderful Weekend! 

Activities, apart from those of a competitive 
nature, included an excellent Saturday night 's 
entertainment from Noel Watson, a subsrantial 
auction organised by Nufarm, and displays from 
individuals and organisations including John Duncan­
Firth and the Friends of Wonnangatta. 

The Mansfield Branch of the MCAY, being 
small in number, would not have been able to hold 
the Get Together without the assistance of a great 
number of people. Included in that list (and with 
apologies ro any inadverteni ly overlooked), are: 
Brian Johnston (who made the Mountain Bay 
property avai lab le) and his manager Alan Gerrens, 
John Ash. Bill Sansom and Noel Hutchinson (for 
the auction and assistance in general). 

Resu lts for the weekend were: 

Jm•enile (Under 10 years) Whipcracking 
1st Wayne Campbell 
2nd Simone Kelly 
3rd Ric Qui lford 

Junior (JS and under) Whipcracking 
1st Jack Cross 
2nd Diana Hurley 
3rd Katie McCormack 

ladies Whipcracking 
1st Diana Hurley 
2nd Rosemary Hurley 
3rd Tanith Blair 
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Open Whipcracking 
1st Jack Cross 
2nd Noel Cutler 

Mountain Cattlemen~ Cup 
1st Tim Faithful! 
2nd Anthony Connley 
3rd Craig Orchard 

Junior Moulllain Cattleme11 's Cup 
1st Derek Faithfull 
2nd Tania Connley 
3rd Clancy Burrowes 

Australian Packhorse Championship 
1st Ron Connley 
2nd Chris Egan 
3rd Neville Wright 

Neatest Pack was awarded to Noel Graham 

Junior Dash 
1st Ben Belcher on ' Molly' 
2nd Danielle Murphy on 'Creative Belle' 
3rd Kylie Wilson on ' Medera' 

A ssociate Dash 
1st Sharon Pendergast 
2nd Barbara Cooper-Babidge 
3rd Nick Cook 

Open Dash 
1st Sharon Pendergast on 'Zoe' 
2nd Leigh Bourke on 'Scud ' 
3rd Kris Humphries on 'Black Jack' 

Open Race 
1st Kris Humphries on ' Live Opal" 
2nd Neil Waite <>n ' Bobby ' 
3rd Lindsay Campbell on ' Loose Mover ' 

Wally Ryder Horsewalk 
1st Clancy Burrows on 'Mallo' 
2nd Liam Wade on ' Apache' 
3rd Danielle Clemson on ·Red Beau· 

.W 
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MCAV Australian Cattlemen & High Country 
Photographic Competition 

Capabl_y organisl'U bv the unstoppable Don 
Porter. the MCA\ Photogr<1phic Competition wai. 
again helu thrs )l'ar. ' ''the rc;;sul1' for tl)94 \\ere 
not availahk \\hen we \Wilt to pre" la't year. we 
are incluuing both 1994 and 199:1 in th1:- issue. 

Till compctition b tHl\\ hcing. 'ponsored hy 
1\nndon Photngraphil- 1)1uu10. Want1rna (alias 
associati.: member' Ann anu Don Porter). who abo 
111 range thl actual tli:-.pla\ anti framing of all the 
photographs at the Get T ogcther~. 

2nd l\lCA\ Photographic Competition 199-1 
Sponsored h) Kodak 
.Section Winners 

llislory of the High Countr) 
·oawn on Bog.ong· h} Sue Becton 

Action in the High Counh·) 

Open 
' Into the Water' by Karen Mitchell 

· 1 terclnrd enclo,cd h) Tree..,· 
by Jacqui Ctlnl-. 

Landscape 
·oargo River' hy Julie Marland 

I lorse and Rider 
·Aftl·rnoon Light. Dihhins Track ' 

hy John DunL·an Firth 

\i11t <'of flit' .\/111111111111\ So. /'I 

Don il> continually amazed at the photogrnphs 
that arc being entucd - ii just goes lO sho\\ 1lrnt all 
1ho.,e; cameras being earned around at the Get 
Togt.:ther are being operated b) 'nmc very creative 
people. 

11 ) ou haven ·1 entered in the past. hm.\ about 
gi\'ing this year's competition a try-you nc\'cr kmw •. 

it may he) our phtirograph that i" in the nc,t nliuon 
of \,hiet Keep your c) es open for cnlr) forms 

3rd 'JCA\' Photographic Competition J 995 
Section Winners 

History of the High Countr) 
·Brim to Brim Consultation - D<.1n 
1'.neehonc and Nug Whylic' by Jan I lohlv, 

Action in the High Countr) 
·Read; to Go' b; Karen Mitchell 

Open 
·rile Whipmakcr Demonstr<.lles hi., Craft· 

h) Jan Hohbs 
L~lDd,cape 

·Treki..ing Up' by Ms A.L. Maher 
Ho1·se and Rider 

'At Full Gallop· hy Karl.'n Mitchell 
Portrait 

'Spinning a Yarn· b~ M:--A.L. Maher 

.J? 



'Trekking Up' Plwtograplu:r Ms A.L Maller 

'Dargo River' Photographer: Julie Marlu11d 
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• Al Full G:tllop' Plrc>fOJ:rtipher: Ktm.!11 Mitchell 

'The Yam Spinner' Pltowgruplia. M.\ A.l. Maher 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
MOUNTAIN CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA 
INCORPORATED HELD AT FARRER HOUSE, 24 COLLINS 

STREET, MELBOURNE ON FRIDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 1995. 

PRESENT: Allan Brewer, Sue Silvers, Mary 
Goldsworthy, Jean Marrow, Wendy Symons, Peter 
McCormack, B.D. McGregor, M. Jordan, John 
MarshaJJ, Norma Marsha ll , Natasha Mansfield, 
Keith Rule, Roger Hollis, Rhonda Treasure, Ben 
Treasure, Ross Brown, Craig Brown, Mark 
Coleman, Stuart Hicks, Harry Ryder, Frank Ryan, 
Marian Dowling, Ros Andrews, John Andrews, 
Bill Crump, Doug Treasure, Rusty Connley, Kevin 
Kelly, Pat Oliver, Larry Oliver, Danny Cook, John 
Cook, Frank HiJI, Bernie Sheather, Chris Stoney, 
Tim Barker and Jim Commins. 

The Chairman, Mr Doug Treasure welcomed 
all members and associate members to the Annual 
Meeting. He expressed his pleasure to see so many 
associate members, and introduced members of the 
Central Council to a ll present. He opened the 
meeting at 11.10 am and called for apologies. 

APOLOGIES were received from: Clive Hodge, 
Dana Kneebone, Sue Beeton, Peter Monds, Jack 
Lovick, Heather Mitchell, Max Blair, the Hoo David 
Evans, the Hon Lou Lieberman, Mr David Perrin 
MLA, Carolyn Gilpin and Pat and Keith Woolmer. 

MINUTESofthepreviousAnnual General Meeting 
of the Association as printed in Voice of the 
Mountains No. 18 of 1995 and circulated to all 
members and associate members be confirmed. 
Moved Jim Commins seconded Peter McCormack. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 
As our Association moves towards the year 

2000 we need to define and formulate our strategies 
for the future. If we want high country grazing to 
be s trong and effective and with relevance to the 
Australian cattle industry over the next decade and 
beyond, policy and pl a nning mus t now be 
formulated, and strong commitment given by each 
and every member of the Mountain Cattlemen's 
Association of Victoria. 
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We must harness the support of our young 
Mountain Cattlemen. Our future will be in their 
hands. So today I appeal to them. Stand tall and 
proud in the reflection of your parents and your 
grandparents. Take the time to listen to the older 
members of the Association, but don ' t be afraid to 
put your thoughts and ideas forward when it comes 
to making decisions on new management practices. 
Join in discussions and Jet us all hear your views. 

Our Association can only be as effective and 
efficient as our members are prepared to make it. 
Our strength can only come from lively debate at 
our grass roots level and this means Branch meetings. 
These are the forum for all members, and importantly 
our younger members, to put forward ideas and 
suggestions for djscussion. Elected Branch delegates 
are then responsible for putting these ideas to our 
Central Council. Central Council meetings are held 
on a regular basis some five or six times during the 
year. We need proper co-operation and commitment 
from all members, or ou r Association will fail. 

We should all try to give our best in the coming 
year. 

We congratulate Mansfield Branch which 
hosted the 1995 Get Together at the picturesque 
site of Mountain Bay on the weekend of the 14th 
and 15th January. The small but energetic band of 
Mansfield members did an amazingjob. Your efforts 
o n behalf of the Associa tio n were greatly 
appreciated. The innovative idea of a 'farmers' 
auction' masterminded by Phi Lip Sansom of Nufann 
Limited was a real winner, and contributed both to 
the financial and entertainment success of the Get 
Together. 

The pilot scientific study has been completed, 
and decision time is at hand. Certain recommen­
dations have been made, and the Association must 
move forward with them. 

Members of our Association have been 
concerned in the past, with the lack of uniformity in 
regulations governing the droving of livestock on 
Victorian roads. Earlier this year we provided a 
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Discussion Paper for the VicRoadsAdvisory Board, 
and had an opportunity to place our concerns directly 
to that Board . We had a good hearing and believe 
that the matters raised gave the Board a clear insight 
into the problems we encounter when droving our 
. livestock to the Hig h Plains. Board members 
expressed thei r app reciatio n and gave the ir 
encouragement. We have also provided a copy of 
the Discuss ion Paper to the Loca l Government 
Department, and had further discussions with the 
Municipal Association of Victoria. We discussed 
with them a proposed draft model local law. There 
are difficulties in fo rming one set of local laws to 
cover all s ituations, however we feel that with good 
will and determination, we can con tribute to a 
satisfactory outcome. I would like to th ank Allan 
Brewer and Sue Silvers who have supported me 
throughout these meetings. This has been a major 
undertaking for the Association during the year. 

My thanks to Jim Commins, who in spite of 
indifferent health these past few months has 
contributed magnificently to our many projects. Your 
work on the Eastern Forest Region is moving closer 
to fina l resolution. 

To Allan Brewer, our Executive Officer, thank 
you for your tireless work for the Association, and 
the amount o f time and trave lling you put into it. 
Your help and support have been much valued by 
me . 

To Linda Barraclough, Debbie Squires and 
Don Porter for your very p rofessional help in the 
compi lation and publishing of the Voice of the 
Mountains. The magazine is one all members are 
proud to share with the community. 

Thanks also to the Central Council delegates 
and our Chairman Doug Treasure who gives our 
meetings wise direction, my gratitude fo r your on­
going commitment. 

To all members and associate members whose 
continuing suppo rt and enthusiasm breathes life into 
the Association, my sincere thanks. 

To o ur Secretary Sue S ilvers, who has now 
completed ten years of dedication and service to the 
Association, my personal thanks accompanies those 
expressed by all MCAV members. 

I know you would wis h me to especially 
mention the Connley and Kelly families whose lives 

Ride with us in the true High Country. 
We go East from Sheepyard Flat, to the Bluff, 

Great Divide and Beyond ..... 
Weekends, 4, 6 and 12 day rides including Cattle Drive, Wonnangatta, 

Anzac Pub Crawl, Craigs Hut and 
Black Tie New Year's Eve at the Bluff. 

Contact us for colour brochure and schedule 

STONEYS' BLUFF & BEYOND 
P.O. Box 287 Mansfield 3722 

Telephone (057) 7 52 212 Fax (057) 7 52 598 
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TONY and LEONIE PENDERGAST 
OMEO and BENAMBRA 

DAY AVENUE, OMEO - PHONE (051) 59 1271 

WE SELL A LARGE RANGE OF FARMING MATERIALS 
For all farm m erchandise, timber and hardware. 

Fire and G e neral Insura n c e . Paint. Gas and Appliances. 

Water accessories - Mono and Davey Jet and Fire Fighting Pumps, 
Galvanised and Fibr eglass Water Tanks. 

Silvan Spray Equipment, Cement Sheep Troughs. 
Poly Pipe and fittings, Garden Hose and Sprinkl e rs. 

Acces s to your complete building requirements. 
Corrigated Iron , Spouting , All Doors and Fittings. 

Spas and Bathroom Fittings, together with a large range of Plumbing 
Supplies. 

S h eds - we can a ssist you with a ll your sheds. 
Thorton or Trubuilt Sheds and Garages. 

Live Stock Products. A full range of:- Salt B locks; Most Drenches; Dips 
and Pour Ons; Vaccines and Jetting Fluids. All Stoc k Feeds. 

FULL RANGE OF HIGH COUNTRY CLOTHING AVAILABLE. 

GIPPSLAND 

PARTY HIRE 
Marquees, Tables, Chairs, Dance Floors, China, Cutlery, G lassware, Woodenware, Round Tables, 

Silverwave, Catering Equipment , Lighting, Urns, Stages, Barbeques, Bunting. 

Weddings, Balls, Parties, Civic Functions, Golf Tournaments, 

Festivals, Seminars, Auctions, Dances, 

Concer1s, Barbeques, Official Openings, 

Field Days, Conventions, Race Meetings. 

SALE Cnr. Raymond and Foster Street 
Contact us for a quote for anywhere in Victoria 44 4124 

----- -·- -····- -- ---- - -- ----- -- -- . ··-- · .... --·----- - ··---
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have been touched with sorrow for the loss of sons 
this year. I offer the Association's condolences. 

In conclusion I would like to thank all present 
for their attendance here today. Our country has 
presented a constant and exciting challenge since 
the earliest days of settlcmenl. Let us all go forward 
to meet this challenge with hope and enthusiasm. 
Thank you. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 
The past year has certainly flown. and has been 

a busy and successful year for the Association. 

After much hard work and pcrservercnce, the 
seven year licences for Bush Runs arc to be issued 
shortly. This is good 01.:ws for membt;rs. 

Although the Association has not had the front 
page headlines, or television covernge. there has been 
an enormous amount of behind-the-scenes work 
done. 

We are now proudly sponsored for the next 
three Get Togethers hy Nufarm Limited. 

MCAV together with the VFr have played a 
major role in the travelling stock legislation. This 
will sec a marked improvement in the recognition 
of livestock producers' rights to move stock on roads 
in Victoria. 

Mansfield Branch is to be congratulated on 
conducting an enjoyable and successful Get 
Together. 

To all full members - now is the time to get in 
and support the Association. It concerns me that 
the same members seem to be doing the bu I k of the 
work and too many sitting back and enjoying the 
benefits. 

lf younger members arc not prepared to accept 
responsibility and take over some of the workload, 
then t fear for the future of this Association. 

As to the suppon from our associate members, 
again it was fantastic and thanks to you all. The 
running of our Get Togcthcrs would he impossible 
without your help. 

Our President and Secretary arc lo be 
commem.led for their continuing work and dedication 
to the Association. Thank you Mary and Sue. 

I wish all members and associates all the best 
for the year ahead. 
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BOGONG 

TOURISM AWARD WINNERS 
Bc~t Tour Operators in 

Victoria and Australia 1992 & 1993. 
IL\l.F & ruu. l),\Y R-'-l_l>_Ls_·. ___ _ 

PLB Rllm Wl~F.KE:\D GETA\\AYS & THREE TO 
SE\ E:-.: 1>.W P,\CKHORSE lllGll CUl ~TRY TOURS 
I" THI: l\PECTACt;LAR BOGO:\G HIGH PLAl:'\S 

f'hon~: Kath &. St1!\e Uaird (0571 57 2849 
or Fa': C057l 57 2181 

Allan Brewer took the opportunity to speak 
of the work the President docs behind the scenes, 
and the amount of time she puts in in the interests of 
the members of the Association. 

SECRETARYffREASURER'S REPORT 
I now present to you my 10th annuaJ report. 

Next month will mark the e;lcvcnth anniversary of 
my involvement with the Mountain Cattlemen\ 
Association of Victoria. By any standard this is a 
long time - ovcr a decade, and I will firmly resist the 
temptation to look back nostalgically over those 
years because I believe a more positive approach is 
to look forward to the future, and to work for the 
future. 

In 1997, two years from now, the 7 year alpine 
grazing licences will come up for renewal. I cannot 
stress loo heavily how important it is for each 
I iccncec to adhere lo the licence conditions. Licence 
fees mus1 be paid on time, allocation numbers must 
not be exceeded. MCAV strongly recommends that 
allocations should be filled, and liccncees must take 
all reasonable steps to contain stock within the 
boundaries of the licence area. Furthermore. stock 



on the run must belong to the licencee. There is no 
clause in the licence requiring the Department to 
warn licencees in regard to proper performance. If 
a licence is cancelled, it may very well be impossible 
to have it reinstated. 

The Association has been notified that seven 
year bush grazing licences will be issued on the 1st 
October 1995. This is the fulfilment of an obligation 
given by the previous Government in 1989, and only 
acknowledged by the present Government in 1993. 
Indeed some members o f the Department of 
Conservation bureaucracy denied the obligation, and 
we are pleased that this issue has now been resolved. 
The bush grazing licences will retain their current 
status for the next two years, during which time the 
MCAV will be working with the Department to fi ne 
tune some of the details. Is it coincidence that these 
two years of negotiation will end in 1997 at the time 
the alpine licences come up for renewal? Perhaps it 
is, maybe not. MCAV wil l certainly be seeking to 
protect the rights and interests of its members. 

Jn October 1994 MCAV took part in the 'Talk 
to the Animals' Expo. This event took place at the 
Caulfield Racecourse over four days, and each 
Branch agreed to attend for one day to demonstrate 
the art of packing. Mansfield Branch chose to bring 
a special 'Snowy River ' horse, and this created great 
interest. Unfortunately not all the branches rose to 
the occasion and Clive Hodge's son Chris, came to 
the rescue on at least one day. The public showed 
great interest in the MCAY display despite the fact 
that the si te was not ideal. However with a total 
crowd in excess of 80,000 there was quite enough 
to keep Sue Beeton and her helpers busy, and MCAY 
must thank the associate members who gave up their 
time, and those of the Branches which made the 
special effort they agreed was well worthwhile. 

Members expressed enthusiasm for joining the 
1995 'Talk to the Animals' Expo, however as it is 
to be held this year in late November, the timing wi ll 
not be convenient for members who wi ll be getting 
ready for the annual trip to their high country leases. 

EAST GIPPSLAND 

4x4 
WRECKERS 

We buy and sell 4WD and cars for wrecking and immediate 
use, and carry a range of ARB accessories, Duncans, in fact 
all other road accessories as well as new Toyota, Nissan and 

Suzuki parts. 

Guaranteed competitive prices 

13 Lawless Street 

P.O. Box 544 Bairnsdale 
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Delivery Australia wide 

Phone (051) 52 5395 

or (051) 53 1410 (AH) 
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Mansfield Branch organised a marvellous Get 
Together in January, not an easy task for such a small 
branc h, and I know that they apprec iated the 
assistance they received from other members and 
associate members. For the fi rst time all the financial 
and accounting side of the Get Together was run 
through the Central Account which not only assisted 
the branch, but pleased our Auditor who has 
recommended that this system be carried on in the 
fu ture. 1 wo uld like to take this opportunity to 
warmly thank our new sponsor Nufarm Limited 
which has generous ly agreed to ass is t w ith 
sponsorship for the next three years. 

Our President has commented today on the 
need for uniformity in local Jaws regarding travelling 
stock on Victorian roads. This has been a particularly 
difficult and tough issue to tackle. Mary Goldsworthy 
has been the pri me mover, and has stuck to it 
tenaciously with strong backup from Allan Brewer 
and the Central Council. The problem of formulating 
a model local law regarding travelling livestock is a 
minefield of conflicting interests. The desire of 

Mountain Cattlemen to travel from 'A' to ' B ' with 
the s ing le purpose of taking cattle from home 
properties to high country ru ns could very easily have 
been overlooked, but not with Mrs Goldsworthy in 
the driving seat! The Association looks forward to 
a satisfactory outcome. 

MCAV through the work of Jim Commins had 
brought forward for discussion with the Department 
the concept of an Eastern Forest Reg io n. This 
concept, which has been mentioned on and off for 
many years, fi nally got off the ground inApril/May 
w ith a detailed submission being presented to the 
Departme nt of Conservatio n. T he submissio n 
proposed that cattle be co unted on the oJd per head 
basis, that the licence fee should be calcu lated by 
multiplying the number of cattle that represents the 
unimproved carrying capacity by the recommended 
fee, the recommended fee to be derived by d irect 
negotiation based on previously acceptable charges, 
the term of the licence to be 99 years, and var ious 
other details. The submission received a very 
l ukewarm reception. At a later meeting DCNR 

PALLOT' S JEWELLERS 
BAIRNS DALE 

Bairnsdale's Quality Independent Jeweller 
for over 75 Years 

Proud to be a ssociated with the 
Mountain Cattlemen's Association of Victoria 

Phooe (051) 52 4247 182 Maio Street, Bairnsdale 
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discussed their desire to move to uniformity across 
the state rather than the present system of regions. 
Finally the Department agreed to a further meeting 
prior to which the MCAV will provide its reasons 
for requesting an Eastern Forest Region, and provide 
DCNR with agenda items for consideration. There 
will need to be a good deal of consideration given 
to this issue if it is to be progressed further. 

We are still working with the Department on 
the Code of Practice for Fire Management on Public 
Land, and provided a detailed submission on the 
Draft Code in June. Of 11 recommendations for 
change made by the MCAV in the Draft, only one 
was accepted. The remaining ten recommendations 
will be reviewed by a panel of one, Professor Ian 
Ferguson. The MCAV has not accepted an invitation 
to attend a panel hearing owing to time and distance, 
but has supported its original submission on the Draft 
Code with a Jetter to the panel. 

During mustering this year, one of the MCAV 
members encountered difficulties when he arrived 
at his hut late one evening. MCAV has raised this 
matter with the Chief Ranger,AJpine, Mr Bob Jones, 
who in turn took the matter to the Australian Alps 
Liaison Committee which is preparing a Code of 
Etiquette for the use of high country huts by the 
general public. It has been pointed out by MCAV 
that its members have a legal right to the use of their 
huts in respect of their grazing operations, and that 
Cattlemen might very well arrive at their hut at any 
time during the day or night, and at any time of the 
year. We are asking that this information be included 
in the Code, and also in the huts, perhaps by way of 
a sign. This problem was also raised through the 
Public Land Council of Victoria, and members of 
that body were asked to highlight the Cattlemen's 
rights in their newsletters and publications. 

MCAV is still supplying kits to schools for 
students undertaking their VCE. I have mentioned 
this item each year for several years, as the burden 
of printing and postage is considerable. Nevertheless 
it has been a very important vehicle for getting 
information regarding alpine grazing into schools. 
At present our school kit information is with Linda 
Barraclough for editing before being put onto disc 
and sent off to VicNet, which is part of the Internet. 
When this is done all MCAV information for schools 
will be accessible through individual and school 
computers, and will make a great difference in our 
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printing and postage bills. I would like to thank Linda 
for taking on this extra work. 

The new Alpine Advisory Committee met for 
the first time in March, and there have been two 
further meetings. The Committee is not carrying out 
a wholesale review of the Alpine Park Management 
Plans, but is addressing single issues raised from time 
to time by various interests. It has recommended a 
number of transfers of grazing licences, and has 
considered issues such as horse riding in specific 
areas, dog sledding for people with disabilities as a 
means of experiencing winter in the Park, and 
Howqua huts. Issues can be put forward to the 
Alpine Advisory Committee either directly to it, or 
through any of the Committee members. 

The Public Land Council has met regularly 
throughout the year, and I have attended the 
meetings as the MCAV representative. The PLCV 
has addressed a number of issues, and had some 
excellent successes, one of which was to have a 
PLCV nominee selected to the Land Conservation 
Council. A copy of the PLCV 1994/1995 Review is 
available here today. 

The 1994 MCAV Annual Meeting decided to 
trial a new system of payment of subscriptions by 
full members. This was to add $1.25 per head over 
the first 100 head in order to calculate the individual 
subscriptions. This system has had mixed success. 
It is easy to see which households own a calculator! 
I recommend that members reconsider this system. 
A more simple method might be that the subscription 
be based on the licence allocation, while still keeping 
the minimum fee. 

I present to the members the 1994/1995 
accounts and financial statements. MCAV is in a very 
good position financially, and members should be 
very pleased in this regard. I would like to mention 
that BiJl Crump is also marking his tenth anniversary 
this year as the Association Auditor. Bill has had 
the task of training me, as Treasurer, in the correct 
and best way to keep the financial records of the 
Association. I thank him for his marvellous 
professional care and attention over the past decade. 

In conclusion I would like to thank members 
and associate members for making the last ten years 
very happy ones, and in particular thanks to all 
Central Council delegates and our President, Mary 
Goldsworthy, for the support they bave given me 
over the past year. 
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The Chairman thanked the Secretary for her 
report. 

Moved Ross Brown, seconded Mary 
Goldsworthy, that the financial statements for the 
year l 994/1995 be accepted. Carried. 

MARKETING REPORT 
Sue Beeton being absent, the Chairman read 

her report to the meeting. 

Continuing the trend of recent years, the past 
year has seen a slowing down of marketing turnover, 
from $28,811 in 1993/1994 to $24, 138, the 
difference being reflected by the fact that a Bush 
Dance was not held this year. However the dance 
itself has not been a great earner, with an increase in 
nett profit in 1994/95 to $7,124.65 from $6,626.89 
in 1993/1994. 

Much of this profit was due to the fact that 
stock levels were still relatively high for many goods, 
requiring limited purchas ing in the past year, apart 
from t-shirts and windcheaters. Numerous lines have 
been run out in order to introduce some new 
specialty items in the future, thus altering the range 

S'l1(tt• 
t•Ill~SS 

A':> we go to print. \~)ice.> of tit(• Mo1111u1i11s has seen 
copies of bn Stapleton\; newly published books: 

Into the Mountains 
(Stories of Timbertnp & Mittagundi) 

Amongst Our Mountains 
(Tht• story of Mittagundi) 

Towards Tomorrow's Mountains 
(The i>tory of Wollangarra) 

There are manv references to c:mlcmcn. huts and 
per:.onalities. They arc :.et primarily near Mansfield. 
Omeo and L1cola. and :1i> -.uch are imponant works on 
the 1 ligh Country. 

They are available from Ian Stapleton. P.O. 227. 
Hcytield. Victoria. 385~ - please send S:!O for each 
copy of any of the three booki;. Cheque~ payable to 
Ian Stapklon. and add $7 (P& P) for il parcel containing 
:mything between I and 6 book':> within Victoria. and a 

~ bit more for interstate. ....1111 
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of items available to members. The need for some 
new, low-priced items has been recognised through 
many requests, particularly from the younger 
members of the Association. 

Event sales increased by $925, with wholesale 
business dropping by $1600. However, 
miscellaneous sales which incorporates majnJy mail 
orders was up approximately $500. 

Events attended this year were the 'Talk to 
the Animals' Expo, the four Wheel Drive Show and 
the Get Together. The 'Tal k to the Animals' Expo 
proved to be popular with families and children, and 
as reported in the newsletter, was a good opportunity 
for the Cattlemen to educate and demonstrate their 
skills. Marketing income was over $1500, an average 
amount for this kind of event. The Four Wheel Drive 
Show was relatively quiet this year, but this was most 
likely due to the exceptionally hot weather 
experienced throughout the time it was o n -
attendance figures were s ignificant! y lower with all 
exhibitors complaining of reduced business. A special 
thank you must go to the stalwarts who came to our 
assistance for that particular show - it was not an 
easy one! 

HEYFIELD 
PANELS 

Heyfield lrailer Hire 

D. and P. Coleman 

Panel Beating 
Spray Painting 

Oxy and Arc Welding 

24-Hour Towing 
Arranged 

10 Temple Street, Heyfield 
P.O. Box 65 

Phone: (051) 48 2541 
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Sales at the Get Together were consistent with 
previous years, with the Get Together Port and 
t-shirts proving to be their usual success. Both seem 
to have reached the status of collectors items. 

The arrangeme nt with Tho mas Cook to 
manufacture our windcheaters has come to an end, 
with Cooks claiming that their stock holdings are 
too great in comparison to the amount of sales 
gene rated. This is a littl e confusing as those 
wholesalers who have tried to obtain stocks from 
Thomas Cook will attest to the small amount of stock 
they carried. We are currently negotiating to produce 
the windcheaters direct with the manufacturers, 
which should give us more control over the quality, 
which has been a little erratic. 

The wholesale network has grown this year, 
with a number of the tourist information centres 
around the s tate stocking MCAV goods. These 
centres are particu larl y interested in seeing an 
increase in the range of the smaller value items, as 
mentioned above. 

As always the Marketing Department cannot 
operate without the enthusiastic support of the team 
of helpers. Thanks to everyone who helped over the 
past year, including Tess and Pat Coleman, Geraldine 
Morgan, Roger Holl is, Wendy Symons, David 
Shelton, Norma and Jo hn Marshall, Frank Sedgman, 
Paul and Judy Dix, and many others. A special thank 
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For preparation of 
Income Tax Returns, 

specialising in 
farm income assessment 

Neil Cox 
'Highbury' 

360 Soldiers Road 
H ii/side via Bairnsdale 

3875 

Ph: (051) 57 1260 

(Registered Tax Agent) 

you to Shirley Smith and Frank Hill for their fantastic 
support and assistance at the Get Together - we'd 
not have made it without them, especially on the 
Sunday when they had to be my voice. 

It is with great sadness that I must tell you I 
am unable to continue in the marketing role, however 
commitments which have grown over the past 12 
months threaten to overtake me, and I find that I 
have not been able to give as much to the task as J 
feel it required. Thank you for the opportunity to 
contribute to the Association in a practical way. I 
look forward to continuing to assist at the Get 
Togethers whenever possible. 

The Chairman thanked Sue Beeton in her 
absence and asked the Secretary to write to thank 
her fo r her contribution to the Association. 

SETTING OF SUBSCRIPTION FEES 

Moved John Cook seconded Ross Brown that 
there be no alteration to associate membership fees 
for the coming year. Carried. 

Discuss.io n too k place regarding the full 
members' fees, with some suggestions to abandon 
the minimum fee, and some 10 abandon the maximum 
fee. It was agreed that the Association worked very 
hard for the members, and that the current minimum 
fee was reasonable. 

Moved Jim Commins seconded Kevin Kelly 
that the minimum fee of $100 be retained for the 
first 100 head. Over 100 head a fee of $1 .25 should 
apply to each head to a maximum of$600. Carried. 

FIXING HONORARIUMS 
Moved Peter McCormack seconded Rusty 

Connley that the honorarium for the President should 
be $3,000 plus expenses. Carried. 

There was discussion regarding honorariums 
for the Vice President positions in order to encourage 
younger members. The concept received some 
support, as it was then possible to pay another person 
to do the work for the member whilst he was away 
at meetings. It was agreed that the Central Council 
could authorise payments to Council delegates if the 
Council considered it was necessary. 

Moved Mark Coleman seconded Jim Commins 
that the Vice President receive an honorarium of 
$1,000. Carried. 

Moved Allan Brewer seconded Ross Brown 
that the Chairman receive an honorarium of $1,000 
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unless he a lso holds another position with an 
honorarium. Carried. 

Moved Chris Stoney seconded Ross Brown 
that the Executive Officer receive an honorarium of 
$1,000. Carried. 

There was discussion regarding the 
honorarium for the Secretary{Treasurer. Secretary 
stated that, owing to the development of the 
Association and the amount and nature of the work 
involved, that it was possible in the future that a 
Secretary wo uld have to be employed by the 
Association at proper commercial rates. Secretary 
absented herself from the meeting for the discussion. 

Moved Mary Goldsworthy seconded Jim 
Commins that the Secretary receive an honorarium 
of $20,000 plus expenses for a three day working 
week. Carried. 

Moved Ross Brown seconded Allan Brewer 
that the Marketing Officer receive an honorarium 
of $1,000 plus expenses. Carried. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 
The Chairman declared all positions vacant, 

and handed the Chair to Tim Barker for the election 
of office bearers. 

President: Mary Goldsworthy, nominated by 
Ross Brown, was elected. 

Senior Vice-Pres ide nt : Harry Ryder, 
nominated by Jim Commins, was elected. 

2nd Vice President: Mark Coleman, nominated 
by Mary Goldsworthy, was elected. 

Executive Officer: Allan Brewer, nominated 
by Jim Commins, was elected. Allan Brewer accepted 
the nomination for a period of 12 months only. 

Special Projects Officers: Jim Commins, 
nominated by Doug Treasure, was elected. 

Doug Treasure, nominated by Rusty Connley, 
was elected. 

Mark Coleman, nominated by Mary 
Goldsworthy. Mark Colem a n decl ined the 
nomination. 

Secretary{freasurer: Sue Silvers, nominated 
by Mary Goldsworthy, was elected. 

Marketing Officer: Frank Hill, nominated by 
Sue Silvers, was elected. 
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APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR: 
Mr Bill Crump was appointed Auditor of the 

Association. 

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN: 
Mr Doug Treasure was appointed Chairman 

of the Association. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
1. John Cook raised the subject of two 

Associate members being invited to attend Central 
Council meetings as had been the practice in the past. 
It was suggested that the Associates appointed could 
act as a liaison with other Associate members, and 
contribute a paragraph in the Newsletters. 

Moved Peter McCormack seconded Harry 
Ryder that the two positions for Associate members 
be reinstated, and advertised in the next Newsletter. 
Nominations to be received prior to the next Council 
meeting when Central Council will e lect two 
Associate members. Carried. 

2. Frank Hill raised the subject of a Bush 
Dance. It was agreed that a Committee consisting 
of Ben Treasure, Chris Stoney, Wendy Symons, 
Frank Hill and Danny Cook should look into putting 
on a Bush Dance possibly at some time after the 
next Get Together. 

There being no further business the Chairman 
c losed the meeting at 1.15 pm 

Landscape paintings, pencil and pen illustrations 
of the Victorian high country, caulemen and huts 

by Don Porter. 

For all your advertising and promotional design, 
illustration and photography ... 

Anndon Photographic Consultants 
Tel/Fax 

(03) 9801 9736 
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BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE 

No. 16 $4.50 
No. 18 $..i .so 

The Committee for Voice of the Mountams would lik~ to thank everyone for the wonderful support 
received this year. Poems, stories and photographs of activities in the high country are always welcome. 

Voice of rlze Mountains is grateful for the assistance of the' Anapaks ' without whom 
this issue would not have made it to the Get Together. We are also grateful to Roma Sinclair, 

Harold Coverdale, Buff and Shirley Baggs, David Tulloch, Bruce Mcinnes. Mr and Mrs Neil Mcinnes, 
Neil Cox, Tim Gibson and Johnny Faithfull for their assistance. 

E-Gee Printers have yet again coped with our absolutely impossible deadlines 
and we thank them for their seemingly unending patience. 

Voice of the Mountains can be contacted by writing to: P.O. Box 86, Baimsdale, Vic. 3875 
Phone: (05 J) 52 2378 (AH) 
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